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“For the fragrance of your goodly oils, your name is oil poured forth; therefore the maidens (alam-
os) love you.” Now, souls that are not in a body in this world are called alamos, “maidens”: do not

read alamos, “maidens,” but olamos, “worlds.”
[x P29t AP0 1’0 8”0 K2 N1272 1717 1937 MY 2w NINwl 0t 10 Pey 1’5371'.'! %) 2°N2 NIM

('R 17y77) R¥N

And it is written, “For your Husband is your Maker, etc.”: these are the souls that are in this world.
And see on this in [Shemos] Rabbah, [Parshas| Bo, end of section 15, [and] Zohar III, [Parshas]
Teitzei (p. 277a).
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Now, the descent of the soul into this world is a great descent. Needless to say at a time when the
Holy Temple does not stand; but even before the time of exile, it is an exile and a great descent for

the souls to be clothed and made physical
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in a body in this world. For before coming to this world the soul was enjoying the radiance of the
Shechinah. And it is said, “Better to be judged and come to the World to Come”: for all the suffer-

ings of Gehinnom are worthwhile in order to come afterward to the delight of the Garden of Eden,
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even the lower one. And there is a lower Garden of Eden and a higher Garden of Eden, and when
the soul must ascend to the higher Garden of Eden there is yet another Gehinnom before it, called
the River of Fire (Nehar Dinur), which “flows and goes forth.” If so, what need is there, and why did

the soul descend into this world, so great a descent?
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But this descent is for the sake of an ascent. And what is the ascent that is greater than [all] the

above? It is said: “One hour of teshuvah and good deeds in this world is finer than all the life of the

World to Come.”
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For all the life of the World to Come, the lower Garden of Eden, the Days of Mashiach and so on, is

only the radiance of the Shechinah, a single glimmer. With the yud the World to Come was created:

the yud is a great tzimtzum and a single thought,
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like, by way of analogy, a single letter compared to the very essence of one’s being and essence.

“And from my flesh I behold G-d”: above, in the Infinite Light, blessed be He, His being and es-

sence, it is
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only a single thought: “He looks and beholds to the end of all the generations.” “With a single utter-

ance [the world] could have been created”; “Bereishis is also an utterance.” It is the yud, a

tzimtzum,
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a single glimmer. “All the days of the life” of the World to Come is in the plural, for there are sever-

al lower Gardens of Eden and higher Gardens of Eden and Days of Mashiach, one higher than the

other, through all the fifty thousand jubilees.
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For all the six thousand years are only one Shemittah, and in them there are a lower Garden of
Eden, a higher Garden of Eden and the Days of Mashiach, etc.
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If so, all the life of the World to Come is only a radiance and a single glimmer from the Infinite
Light, blessed be He, His being and essence; and “no thought can grasp Him” at all in His being

and essence.
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This is [the meaning of] “a descent for the sake of an ascent”: through teshuvah, to rise to this ele-

vation, to be included in His being and essence. And “one hour ... is finer, etc.,”
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specifically in exile and in descent into a physical body, through teshuvah from the depth of the
heart, as an arousal from below, from contemplating his descent from a very high and exalted

place: “Know from where (me’ayin)
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you came”: from above Chochmah, “and Chochmah is found from nothingness (me’ayin)”;
[Chochmah] is the beginning of revelation; “and to where you are going”: to be clothed in this
world. Even though he did not sin, nevertheless he has become physical and separated from His

being and essence, in utter distance.
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And one must be among “the masters of reckoning,” so “that a person know in his soul, etc.,” and
arouse compassion over his descent, etc., with a broken heart over the life of the soul. And as a
matter of course, compassion is drawn down through the chain of descending worlds upon chil-

dren, life and sustenance: “Remember us for life, etc.”
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This is [the meaning of] “With great compassion I will gather you”: through teshuvah from the

depth of the heart, as he contemplates that “for a small moment I forsook you,” that the forsaking

is
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only a small moment, a single thought: all the six thousand years, and the lower Garden of Eden

and the higher Garden of Eden, and the Days of Mashiach, and the Resurrection of the Dead, and

all the fifty thousand jubilees. (And see on this in the discourse beginning “To understand the

meaning of the verse ‘Who is a G-d like You.’”)
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Therefore, since his descent into this world is a great descent, through this he arouses teshuvah
from the depth of the heart, [and] abundant compassion from His being and essence, to draw down

the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy; for [this compassion] cannot be drawn down in a single vessel
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but only in thirteen attributes: “Havayah, Havayah, G-d, compassionate, etc.” Havayah is the

drawing down from His being and essence, that Havayah become thirteen attributes, etc.
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And this is [the meaning of] “For your Husband (bo’alayich) is your Maker, etc.” But how can this
expression apply to Him, may He be exalted, who has no bodily form, with regard to spiritual

souls? And it is written, “As a young man espouses (yiv’al) avirgin, etc.”
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But it is said about this (Sanhedrin, p. 22b): “A woman makes a covenant only, etc.”
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For through its descent into this world, in exile, [the soul] became physical, and his heart was

dulled and became stone. Even if he is not a soul that sins through what is forbidden, G-d forbid,

[this comes about] also through what is permitted, when he does not sanctify himself, etc.
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And through the arousal of abundant compassion, an arousal from above, in the Thirteen
Attributes of Mercy, his heart is opened; for this attribute has the power to open one whose heart is
sealed like a virgin’s, as we see in a cruel person whose heart is sealed, yet when some compassion

is aroused in him, his heart opens.

MY 2N 55 07 NINAX 7T D MINANTA R20DT [Rpmiyn] PRIV T21WN 7Y Py '1"?371: %2 9N
13 [xan o9y

And this is [the meaning of] “For your Husband is your Maker”: through teshuvah from the depth
of the heart, in contemplating that “Havayah of Hosts,” which is all the life of the World to Come,

etc.,
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is only “His Name”: “His glory is over earth and heaven,” the radiance of the Shechinah; and the

source of his soul is very high and exalted, etc., and its descent is a great descent, etc.
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Through this he arouses the Thirteen Attributes, etc., with abundant compassion, to open his
heart, so that it be a vessel, and “the foundation for Your dwelling that You have made, Havayah,

”»

etc.
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“May Havayah make His face shine upon you”: so that through this, “as water [reflects] face to face,
etc.,” he too will turn his face back in teshuvah. And this is also [the meaning of] the Ten Days of
Teshuvah: a return to [being] face to face.
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For all the year, even though one serves G-d, etc., it is on the level of the back of the neck: “For they
have turned to Me the back of the neck and not the face.”
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For the whole essence of a person’s life-force and all the senses, sight and hearing, speech [and]
smell, are in the face, while in the back of the neck there is only bone, etc.
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So too, one must turn back the whole essence of the point of his heart, and his will, and thought,
speech and action, to G-d alone; as it says, “Whom have I in heaven, etc.”: the lower Garden of
Eden and the higher Garden of Eden, etc.,
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which are only a radiance and a single glimmer, as [explained] above. And before the Ten Days of
Teshuvah, all the month of Elul, one arouses the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy, so that through this
the Ten Days of Teshuvah will be face to face, one with One, “with all your soul, etc.,” to be includ-
ed and nullified in His being and essence: abundant compassion and “abundant in kindness.”
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Now, all this concerns the souls that are in this world, in exile and a great descent, etc. But it is

through teshuvah, as [explained] above, and “in the place where a baal teshuvah stands, etc.”
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But the souls in the Garden of Eden, who are on the level of perfect tzaddikim, who apprehend of

the radiance of the Shechinah, as [explained] above: if so, through what is their ascent, to be in-

cluded, etc., since a broken heart from the depth of the heart does not apply to them, etc.?
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This is [the meaning of] “For the fragrance of your goodly oils, etc., therefore the maidens love

you.” The explanation is that [it is] through the Torah that they engaged in while they were in this

world, clothed in bodies; for the Torah too was clothed in physical things.
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And this is [the meaning of| “your name is oil poured forth”: the whole Torah is the Name of the
Holy One, blessed be He, poured from vessel to vessel through the chain of descending worlds, to
be clothed in this world in physical things. And the further down it is poured, etc.,
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the more its fragrance spreads; as we see with physical oil, what was above, when it is poured from

vessel to vessel, gives off a greater fragrance below.
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So too the Torah: “their end is wedged in their beginning,” “last in deed, first in thought.” Through
this they have an ascent, to be included, as [explained] above.
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And this is [the meaning of] “therefore the maidens”: these are the souls that are not in a body in
this world; “love you”: this is the great love, “abundant in kindness.” For “Your dew is a dew of

lights”: whoever makes use of the light of Torah, the light of Torah revives him (Kesubos 111b).
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And this is [the meaning of] “goodly,” a term for light: “the light, that it was good.” Now, through

teshuvah from the depth of the heart, while the soul is still in this world, it can rise and attain the

great love as well, as [explained] above.
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And this is [the meaning of] “Let him kiss me with the Kkisses of his mouth, etc.” Now, it is said,

“The words of the Scribes are dearer to me than the wine of Torah”: these are the hundred blessings

that are said
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every day, “Blessed are You, Havayah,” which are from the words of the Scribes, so that there be a

revelation and drawing down “from world to world”; “our G-d” (Elokeinu), that He be our G-d, not

above, on the level of, etc., but rather through intellect and contemplation.
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But there must be a revelation of the point of his heart, that there be one will, for Him alone, may

He be exalted. And in every one of Israel there is a love
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that is hidden, each according to his own measure, [coming] into revelation in prayer. There is one
who prays in the manner of “their heart cried out,” even though he sees in himself that he is coarse
and clothed in physical desires and traits.
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But even so, the truth is not so; for that is only falsehood, from the world of falsehood, while the

love mentioned above is the truth.
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Therefore the Congregation of Israel is called by the name “nut”: “I went down to the garden of
nuts.” Just as a nut has a kernel and a shell covering it, so too with souls, etc., while they are in a
body in this world. And this is the secret of the hidden love mentioned above.
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But through what can it come into great revelation? It is through the arousal of the higher secret,
“He made darkness His hiding place, etc.,”
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to come into revelation; through this the lower secret, the love mentioned above, is revealed, as is
explained in the discourse beginning “If a man has two wives, etc.”; see there.
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And this is [the meaning of] “When wine enters, the secret comes out”: through teshuvah the high-
er secret and the lower secret come out, as [explained] above. And this is [the meaning of] “Who re-

vealed this secret to My children, etc.”
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