LIKKUTEI TORAH «- SHIR HASHIRIM - MAAMAR 36

19 12% DYy anIns 1w

“Set Me as a Seal upon Your Heart”
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“Set me as a seal upon your heart,” etc. Now, the seal is the matter of tefillin: “a seal upon your
heart” is the tefillin of the head, that is, the straps that hang over the heart; “a seal upon your arm”
is the tefillin of the hand.
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(In the Midrash Rabbah on the Song of Songs, on this verse; the Tikkunei Zohar, Tikkun 22; and in the
Zohar, Part III, Metzora 54b, [and] Bamidbar 120b. And see in the Midrash Rabbah, Vayeshev, section 85,

regarding “your seal and your cord,” and in Parshas Bamidbar, at the end of section 5, regarding “Another
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explanation: ‘And My praise I will restrain for you,’” etc., “Set me as a seal.”)
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And this is the request of the Congregation of Israel (Knesses Yisrael): that the seal be of her. As our
Sages, of blessed memory, said: “The tefillin of the Master of the world, what is written in them?
‘And who is like Your people, like Israel,’ etc., ‘And who is a great nation,’ etc.”
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The explanation of this matter of a seal is, by way of analogy: there is a seal that one presses into
wax, and another seal comes to be on the wax.
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Now, if the letters on the seal are sunken, [they] come out raised on the wax; and if the letters on

the seal are raised, [they] come out sunken on the wax.
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To understand this in the analogue: it is known that a spark of G-dliness is enclothed in the soul, to
become intellect and emotive attributes (middos), and thought, speech and action; and this is the
level of the hidden love.
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And one must bring it out from concealment into revelation, so that it rises upward like flashes of
fire, to go out of its sheath; and this is called the level of a “mountain,” which is raised up from the

level plain of the earth.
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And this is [the meaning of] “Not like Avraham, who called it a mountain”: for the level of a moun-
tain is the level of Avraham, love, so that there be “And you shall love” (a term of will) “Havayah,”

that He be “your G-d,” and not as [G-dliness] is enclothed in the soul, etc.
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(And see what is written in the discourse beginning “For the mountains shall depart,” and in the
discourse beginning “The voice of my beloved,” etc., “leaping upon the mountains.”)
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And this is through “Hear, O Israel”: “Israel” is the spark of G-dliness that is enclothed in the soul
and scattered in the soul’s dispersion, in its division into intellect and emotive attributes, thought,
speech and action; and “Hear” (Shema) is a term of gathering and assembling, that it gather itself

upward to its root.
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[This is] because “Havayah is our G-d” is the level of “two companions,” etc., in that the renewal
from nothing into something is constant, as [in] the saying, “Who in His goodness renews,” etc.;

[and] “Havayah is One,” without any change.
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For the whole of the Maker is not actually enclothed in the made, for “My thoughts are not your
thoughts,” etc., but only “Blessed be the Name of the glory of His kingdom forever and ever.” For
this physical earth is the level of the Malchus (sovereignty) of the World of Asiyah (Action); the low-
er Gan Eden [the Garden of Eden of the souls] is the Malchus of the World of Yetzirah (Formation);
and the upper Gan Eden, the Malchus of the World of Beriah (Creation).
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And all [of it is|] only the level of Malchus alone: “the righteous delight in the radiance of the
Shechinah (Divine Presence),” and the Shechinah is Malchus, which is the level of a name alone:
“the Unique One, Life of the worlds, King.”
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Therefore, “You shall love Havayah your G-d”: for “Whom have I in heaven,” etc.; “My flesh and
my heart pine away,” etc., at the level of “and with all your might,” without limit, which has no ves-
sel that limits [it]; only to cleave to Him actually, to the Infinite One (Ein Sof), blessed be He, the

Source of life, the Source of delights.
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But how does one come to this rung? It is through Pesukei deZimra (the Verses of Praise) and the

blessings of the Shema. Pesukei deZimra: “The exaltations of G-d in their throat, and a double-

edged sword”: to prune away (lezamer) the tyrants by means of the exaltations of G-d.
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The Shema and the blessings of the Shema: how the angels sanctify [Him| in a state of self-nullifica-
tion (bittul), and the Ofanim [an order of angels] with a great noise, because they are at the level of

yesh (something), “a thousand thousands and myriads of myriads.”
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And when they see the nullification of the yesh, that “Holy is Havayah of Hosts” (that is, He who is
drawn into the hosts is Himself at the level of holy and separate), therefore they clamor with a
sound of great noise.
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Not so “the Seraphim, standing above Him”; and all the more so “the earth and all that is upon it”
must be even more “with a sound of great noise,” because of the nullification of the yesh.
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And this is the meaning of the Shema: at the level of noise over the nullification, “to be one with the
One,” until one concludes, “I am Havayah your G-d,” in actual fact. And afterwards [comes] the
Shemoneh Esreh, the prayer in a whisper, like one who speaks into the ears of the king in a

whisper.
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And about this we say, “Ado-nai, open my lips,” so that there be “and my mouth will declare Your
praise”: “Blessed are You,” etc. All this is called the level of a “mountain”: it is the revelation of the

hidden love, going out from concealment into revelation, etc.
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But there is a further level of “mountain”: Hor HaHar (“the mountain of the mountain”), a moun-
tain upon a mountain, the level of “He overturned a mountain upon them like a tub,” in which the
upper mountain is drawn down upon the lower mountain, so that there is a mountain upon a

mountain.
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For through the level of “and with all your soul,” “to cleave spirit to spirit,” thought with thought,
etc., an arousal from above is drawn down of itself and automatically, without toil, so that there be

“And these words which I [command you],” etc.
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And this is the level of the upper mountain, for “the Torah comes forth from Chochmah (wisdom)”:
that is, Chochmah that is in a state of bittul. (For “You made them all with Chochmah”; so what advan-

tage has the Chochmah of the Torah? Only that it is Chochmah in a state of bittul, “holy anointing oil.”)
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For the whole Torah is to bring everything to the level of bittul to the One: to acquit the innocent
and to convict the guilty, and to separate the evil from the good, to sift [it], etc.
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And “through Chochmah they are sifted,” so that there be bittul to the One G-d, through the 248
positive commandments and the 365 prohibitions: through the positive commandments, to cleave
[to Him], for they are “the 248 limbs of the King,” vessels and a foundation for His dwelling, may

He be blessed; and through the prohibitions, to separate the evil, etc.
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And this level of bittul is drawn down through an arousal from below, raising up the soul, so that
there be “Just as He is compassionate,” etc.; “Who has sanctified us with His commandments,”
“with His commandments” specifically. And of this it is said, “You have raised my horn like a wild

ox; I am anointed with fresh oil.”
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2. All this is the level of the ascents of the worlds from below upward, and this is the level of the

raised seal; and from above downward there comes to be the level of the sunken seal.
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For “it is not that You have a known righteousness,” and “not of any of the attributes,” etc.; rather,
through an arousal from below (“Whoever engages in Torah, the Holy One, blessed be He, studies
opposite him,” etc.) [comes] the enclothing of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, in

Chochmah (wisdom), etc.
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It is written, “And you shall do them,” [spelled] atem (you): “to do and to fulfill all the words of,” etc.
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(And see what is written in the discourse beginning “And you shall make a tzitz [the High Priest’s gold
head-plate],” regarding “and you shall engrave upon it the engravings of a seal”; and see what is written in
the discourse beginning “The heavens are My throne,” on the explanation of “to do and to fulfill,” etc., up

999

to “And this is [the meaning of] ‘The heavens are My throne,’” etc.; see there. And this is one and the same

matter as what is written about the sunken seal, which is drawn down from above through the raising from

below.)
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And this is the matter of “sunken”: “And Havayah descended upon Mount Sinai,” for there came

about the enclothing of the Infinite Light in a state of concealment, etc.
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And this is the tefillin of the hand, [put on] seated, which corresponds to the Shema and its bless-
ings, the level of the prayer [said] seated, the level of “great noise,” from below upward: “Sanctify
to Me every firstborn,” this is Chochmah, [called] “first.” And corresponding to this, from above
downward: “So that the Torah of Havayah” (“the Torah comes forth from Chochmah”) “may be in

your mouth,” in the manner of sunken.
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And the second section, the Exodus from Egypt, is the revelation of the hidden love from the con-

cealment of the mind into the heart. For as long as it is in the mind alone, it is in a state of constric-
tion (meitzar) and exile, for it is not revealed.
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Whereas when it is revealed it is called the level of birth: “And your births and your origins, on the

day [you were] born,” etc. And this is the level of the revelation of the joy of a mitzvah, “a joyful

mother of children”; “because you did not serve,” etc., “with joy,” etc.
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That is, the revelation of the sections Shema and Vehayah Im Shamoa, which are love and awe. And
in deed, the revelation is in charity: just as through the first section Torah is drawn down, so
through this section charity is drawn down, which is the level of compassion; and through this one
arouses above, too, the level of compassion.
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For “not of any of the attributes,” etc., since compassion is an emotional stirring, and this does not

apply to the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, in which there is no change of will whatsoev-
er, G-d forbid; but rather it is enclothed in the level of compassion through the deed of charity.
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Through an arousal from below, [there comes] an arousal from above. “Charity is a base (kein) for

life”: a base and pedestal for the Life of life, “a foundation for Your dwelling.”
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And this too is the level of sunken, from above downward; for the enclothing of the Infinite Light,
blessed be He, in the emotive attributes (middos) is a matter of sunken and the level of

concealment.
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Now, this whole matter of the seal, which from below upward is raised and from above downward is
sunken, is called “a seal upon your arm,” for “His left hand is under my head.”
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“My head” (lerashi) has the letters of Yisrael; and to be “under my head,” that is, to be the cause of
the elevation of Israel, the spark of G-dliness, from below upward, is from the level of “His left
hand.”
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3. But the level of the second seal, which from below upward is sunken, is the Shemoneh Esreh, the
prayer in a whisper, the bowings, the level of self-nullification (bittul) in the very Infinite Light (Or
Ein Sof), blessed be He. (As is explained in the discourse beginning “Yehudah, you, your brothers
shall acknowledge,” and at the end of the discourse beginning “The heavens are My throne,” men-

tioned above, in the explanation of “Which house,” etc.)
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“Would that a person would pray the whole day”: this is the matter of a reshimu (impression), so
that there be “and let my soul be as dust to all,” and not at the level of yesh (something), which can-
not nullify itself; but rather “Nullify your will,” etc.
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And this is at the level of the prohibitions, which are above the level of the positive command-
ments: ““My Name’ (shemi) with yud-hei, 365.” For the level of the tefillin of the hand is the level of
vav-hei: to cleave to Him through the positive commandments, so that there be an elevation at the

level of a “mountain,” etc.
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But yud-hei is that there be the bittul in the prohibitions, at the level of “not,” etc. And through this
the raised seal is drawn down from above.

IR WrRYY D9V 22 RIT PO 10 119K RD 1PMINIR 0P [wrpnt moa) PR PRY 112 130 00

219 97712 TIY A39° KDY (0125 mnys] 2799 9PRWN LAY 2271 1A SR 1773

For at a time when the Holy Temple is not standing, “Our signs we have not seen,” etc., for every-
thing is in a state of concealment; and see what is written about this in the discourse beginning “I
am asleep, but my heart is awake.” Whereas in the Time to Come, “and your Teacher will no longer
be hidden,” etc.
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The explanation of this matter: there is Torah and there is Torah. There is Torah [of] “And My words
which I have placed in your mouth,” in the manner of sunken, being the enclothing of the Infinite
Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, in Chochmah (wisdom); and Chochmabh is a garment, as it is writ-

ten, “He wraps Himself in light as in a garment.”
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But [the other is] that this garment should not hide and conceal the Infinite Light that is enclothed
in it, but rather “For eye to eye they shall see,” etc.,
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“Havayah has bared His holy arm,” etc., “and all the ends of the earth shall see,” etc., “before the
eyes of the nations He has revealed His righteousness,” etc.: for this, one is called “one who reads
(kore) in the Torah.”
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For the matter of Torah study: even when one already knows the halachah, it is a mitzvah to engage
in it, in order to draw down the Infinite Light, blessed be He, so that there be a revelation of the
Infinite Light below, and the garment not hide at all.
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(And see what is written at the end of the discourse beginning “If you will listen to the voice.”) And
this revelation is “and His right hand embraces me,” like a person who embraces his friend and
does not let him part, etc.
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And see what is written on the matter of “and His right hand embraces me” in the discourse begin-
ning “On the eighth day, an assembly.” And it is called “as a seal upon your heart,” from the straps

that hang over the heart.
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For the tefillin are letters written on the parchment, and [each letter] must be surrounded by parch-
ment on its four sides, for the letters are the level of the ascent of the soul in its comprehension.
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But the parchment is above the letters, for it is what bears and carries the letters. And this parch-

ment is the hide from which the straps [come].
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All of it is only the hide of a pure animal. And the straps that extend from this parchment hang over
the heart, so that there be a revelation of the love in the heart, so that there be “and His right hand

embraces me.”
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And this is “Set me as a seal upon your heart, for love is strong as death”: just as the soul, although

it does not need the body, nevertheless finds its separation [from it] hard, even though the body

darkens and conceals the light of the soul, because the body is the vessel for the soul.
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So the Congregation of Israel asks, “Set me as a seal upon your heart,” even though there will be
darkness and concealment: “that [I] go here and there,” etc., “the image remains in you.” This is
the level of the self-nullification (bittul) in the Shemoneh Esreh.
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And although after the prayer the love passes and goes away, it will be like a seal, so that there be

“and His right hand embraces me”: as a person who embraces his friend from behind, so there will

be “and His right hand embraces me” even at the level of the back, that is, when one turns here and

there.
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Because the Congregation of Israel is the level of a vessel, as it is written, “those who bear the ves-
sels of Havayah,” for at the time of prayer one is in a state of bittul, therefore [it says] specifically
“remains,” so that there be “Would that a person would pray the whole day,” as mentioned above.
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(And see in the Zohar, Vayechi, folio 244, at the end of side b, and folio 245, and in Mishpatim, folio
114a.)
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And this is “A woman, when she conceives and gives birth to a male”; and our Sages, of blessed
memory, said, “[If] the woman emits seed first, she gives birth to a male.”
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That is: when the ascent from below upward is in the manner of sinking, for the Yesod (foundation)
of Nukva (the feminine) is sunken, and this is the level of awe, as in “And his sister stationed her-
self at a distance”; and through this she gives birth to a male, that is, the level of the raised seal is

drawn down from above.
N°DDNKR 1°1¥2 7M1N OdNRN P 27y 1?1'!,7’1 DY wrRYY WP N2 NIR2 QNN ININRXY 10N

hislalaigh g

And this is “and his offspring He sealed with the sign of the holy covenant.” And see what is written
in Parshas Vayakhel on the verse “Take from among you an offering,” on the matter of subjugation

(iskafya) and transformation (is’hapcha).
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[There it explains] how through subjugation, at the level of “my soul [be] as dust,” one arouses an
arousal from above from the level of the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin), higher
than what one arouses through the level of transformation, etc.; see there. And this too is exactly

like the matter explained here.
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And see what is written in Parshas Bechukosai on the verse “And ten women shall bake,” etc.,

which means that the ten powers of the soul should be at the level of Nukva (the feminine),
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that is, that he know that in truth, the good that is in him, he receives it from above, that the Master
of truth gives him the truth, in the manner of “and Havayah illuminates my darkness,” etc. And

this too is the matter of “A woman, when she conceives,” etc.
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(One may further say, on the matter of “Set me as a seal,” that they are tefillin: for the matter of
“the Holy One, blessed be He, puts on tefillin” is that the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) is drawn down

and shines in Chochmah (wisdom) and Binah (understanding), etc.
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And therefore in the first section it is said, “For who is a great nation,” etc., and “And who is a great
nation,” for it is the higher Chochmah (Chochmah Ila’ah); and when the Infinite Light is enclothed
in the higher Chochmah, for “the Torah comes forth from Chochmah,” then Israel appear as “a
great nation.” And as is written there, in the discourse beginning “For with You is the source of
life,” on the matter of “Look down from Your holy dwelling, from heaven, and bless Your people

Israel,” etc.; see there.
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Now, Chochmah is called a seal, as is explained in the discourse beginning “These are the
journeys,” on the matter of “And Moshe wrote”: for “the seal of the Holy One, blessed be He, is
truth,” and this is the rung of Chochmah.) (And see Sefer Shel Beinonim [Tanya], chapter 35, in the
gloss.)
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And this is “Set me as a seal”: [as the seal] that is in the tefillin of the Master of the world, which are

the seal of the Holy One, blessed be He. What is written in them? “For who is a great nation,” etc.
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Though now “our signs we have not seen,” this is because the drawing-down is from the level of
the sunken seal. And see what is written at the end of the discourse beginning “And these are the

names of the children of Israel who came to Egypt.”
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But in the Time to Come, “For eye to eye they shall see”: this is the matter of the raised seal. That is,
because there will be a revelation of the level of the higher Chochmah, “the most hidden of all hid-

den,” etc.
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And this is “as a seal upon your heart,”
Chesed (kindness), which is called “the Chesed of truth” (in the Idra Rabba [a section of the Zohar],
133b), the level of the Source of truth: that He, may He be blessed, is the true One, and there is

nothing besides Him, etc.

and His right hand embraces me”: the level of the inner
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And according to this one may explain what is said in the Gemara (first chapter of Taanis, folio 4):
The Congregation of Israel asked for two things improperly, and the Holy One, blessed be He, an-
swered properly. The first: “And He will come like the rain,” and the Holy One, blessed be He, an-

swered her, “I will be like the dew,” etc.
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The second: “Set me as a seal,” etc., and the Holy One, blessed be He, answered her, “Behold, upon
[My] palms I have engraved you.” And in Shir HaShirim Rabbah, on the verse “Set me as a seal,” the
matter is explained at greater length. Now, the matter of “And He will come like the rain” is the
matter of an arousal from above that comes through an arousal from below: “And a mist went up,”

etc.
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But “I will be like the dew” is an arousal from above that is drawn down of itself, not through an
arousal from below, from a level that an arousal from below does not reach, as is explained else-

where, in the discourse beginning “Give ear, O heavens.”
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And in the same way the matter of “Set me as a seal” will also be understood. For, by way of analo-
gy, the seal is a physical making: one engraves his name on the seal; but nevertheless it is a confir-
mation of every matter.
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And this is the matter of the higher Chochmah (Chochmah Ila’ah), which is called “the seal of the
Holy One, blessed be He,” [which is] “truth”; and Chochmabh is called a “making” in relation to
Him, may He be blessed, as it is written, “You made them all with Chochmah.” And in this there are
a raised seal and a sunken seal, the higher Chochmah and the lower Chochmah (Chochmah
Tata’ah), as mentioned above.
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And the intent of the request in this is that in the enclothing of the Infinite One (Ein Sof) in
Chochmah (wisdom), for “the Torah comes forth from Chochmah,” there the Congregation of
Israel appears as something very important [and] exalted, for in the whole Torah it is said, “Speak
to the children of Israel,” “Command the children of Israel,” etc.; but at the level that is above

Chochmabh, it is written, “If you are righteous,” etc.
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Therefore she asked specifically, “Set me as a seal.” And the Holy One, blessed be He, answered her

properly, “Behold, upon [My]| palms I have engraved you.” For this request of hers, “Set me as a

seal,” is still called improper.
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After all, the seal is still a physical making and a thing separate from the essence; and so the
Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, is exalted by many rungs, without end, above Chochmah

(wisdom), as is explained in Sefer Shel Beinonim [Tanya], Part II, at the end of chapter 9.
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And even the level called the raised seal, the level of the revelation of wonders such as the Exodus
from Egypt, and not as [when] “our signs we have not seen”: behold, it is written, “making
wonders,” for even the level of a wonder is a physical making in relation to Him, may He be
blessed, who is called “Master of wonders.” And as is explained about this in the discourse begin-

ning “Iwill sing to Havayah, for He is most exalted.”
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But in truth, “Israel arose in thought,” which is the level of the primordial thought that is above
Chochmah. And see what is written in the discourse beginning “For the conductor, on the Sheminis
[the eight-stringed harp],” and what is written in Parshas Tzitzis on the explanation of “Yisrael: li
rosh (a head for Me).”
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And this is the matter of “upon [My] palms I have engraved you”: the level of letters engraved in

His very Essence, may He be blessed; whereas the seal is letters engraved in a separate thing, etc.
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And see what is written on the verse “If you walk in My statutes,” and on the verse “This is the
statute of the Torah.” And this is the matter of “He engraved engravings in the supernal luster,”

which is above Chochmah (wisdom), and there is the root of the souls of Israel, etc.
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