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“There are sixty queens, and eighty concubines, and maidens without number; one is she, my
dove, my perfect one.”
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And our Sages, of blessed memory, expounded (see the Midrash Rabbah on Shir HaShirim, in its
place, and in Parshas Korach, on “But the sons of Korach did not die”): “There are sixty queens”:
these are the sixty tractates; “and eighty concubines”: these are the beraisos [teachings outside the

Mishnah]; “and maidens without number”: these are the halachos [laws] in the Gemara.
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“One is she”: this is Knesses Yisrael (the Congregation of Israel), from the term knisah (gathering
in), for she is the source of the souls of Israel. And she is called “one” because she receives from
the level of the Israel above, which is called “one,” etc. And she is called “my perfect one (tamasi),”
etc., as our Sages, of blessed memory, said: tamasi, te’omasi (my twin), because through the souls

of Israel the union of Z’eir Anpin and Nukva comes about, etc.
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Now, from this it is understood that the souls are higher in rank than the level of the Torah.
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And so [it is understood] from what our Sages, of blessed memory, said (Pesachim 49b) on the verse
“Moshe commanded us the Torah, an inheritance (morashah)”: do not read morashah (an inheri-
tance) but me’orasah (betrothed), for the Torah is betrothed to Israel: Israel is the level of the

groom and the Torah is the level of the bride.
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It is thus also understood that the souls are higher than the level of the Torah. Yet elsewhere we find
that our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “Three bonds are bound one to another: Israel is bound to
the Torah,” etc.; and from this the very opposite is understood: that the Torah is higher in rank
than Israel.
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To understand all of the above: it is written, “Light is sown for the tzaddik (the righteous one).”

That is, the souls, which are called by the name tzaddik, are the level of light that is sown below, to
be enclothed in a physical body of flesh and blood,
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so that through them there will be growth with great increase: that there be drawings-down of the

revelation of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, below, through the Torah and the practi-

cal mitzvos with which they occupy themselves in this world, as will be explained below, with G-d’s

help.

JPAR T ARXI 7AR2 2P921 'R 1Y PYANW NWAT IR PYINW AY°T DRATI wnn R

TV DR MINwI 0OWIPw NPWYR NN UV [0 mal 970 TRM 71277 0°1°973 *13°91 NE0IN3
MWwAn

This is exactly like the sowing done in the physical earth: one sows a single seed, and it rots in the

earth, and afterwards there grows from it, with increase and multiplication, very many seeds. So

too, through the practical mitzvos that the souls of Israel perform in this physical world,
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which is like the sowing mentioned above, from a single seed there comes about, through this,
growth and multiplication, with increase and multiplication: that there be a revelation of the
Infinite Light, blessed be He, below.
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(See what is written on the subject of sowing in the discourse beginning “And it came to pass, when
Pharaoh sent out”; in the discourse beginning “In [days] to come he will take root”; in the discourse begin-
ning “When you come into the land, the land shall rest”; at the end of the discourse beginning “Hear, O
Israel”; in the discourse beginning “For as the earth brings forth its growth”; at the end of the discourse
beginning “Return, O Israel,” regarding “He goes along weeping, carrying the bag of seed”; and in the dis-

course beginning “For as, etc., so shall your seed endure.”)
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To understand this: it is written, “Your kingship is the kingship of all worlds.” That is: “all worlds,”
which are the myriads upon myriads of the chain of descent (hishtalshelus) of all the worlds of
Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah, which are without end, as it is written, “Is there any number to His le-
gions?” etc.,
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nevertheless, the source and root of their life-force (chayus), which gives them life and brings
them into being from nothing to something, is only from the level of His Malchus (sovereignty)
alone,
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which is nothing but a light and a radiance alone in relation to His essence and being, may He be
blessed, as it is written, “His splendor is upon earth and heaven”:
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that earth and heaven are nothing but His splendor and His radiance alone, which is the level of
His Malchus, may He be blessed, that gives them life and brings them into being from nothing to
something, to be separate, finite creations; and they bear no comparison at all to the Infinite Light,

blessed be He, that is revealed in the higher worlds,
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which is truly on the level of the Infinite (Ein Sof), and there it is in a state of union and of utter
self-nullification (bittul). And all the more so [regarding] “Yours, Havayah, is the greatness,” etc.,
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for although there too there are the levels of greatness and might, which are the supernal emotive
attributes (middos) of Atzilus, etc., Chesed and Gevurah are in a state of union and utter bittul:

“Yours, Havayah,” etc.
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And “His life-forces and His vessels,” which are the level of the lights and vessels of Atzilus: “[He is]

one with them,” truly, on a level that is truly infinite, as in the saying of Eliyahu: “but not of any of
those attributes,” etc.
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This is not so below, in Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah: the level of the G-dly life-force that brings
them into being from nothing to something is greatly contracted and concealed, so that they may

be finite and separate creations;
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so much so that, through the many contractions (tzimtzumim) and the chain of descent further and
further down, as far as the World of Asiyah, the G-dly life-force is entirely concealed, until it ap-
pears as though they are a something (yesh) and a thing entirely separate, so that the heretics are
able to say that there are two dominions, G-d forbid,
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as is explained in the Gemara (Sanhedrin 39a), where the heretic said: “Your upper half belongs to
Hormiz; your lower half belongs to Ahormiz” (and see the explanation in the Aruch), because it is
the level of the world of separation (alma deperuda), as it is written, “And a river goes forth from

Eden, and from there it separates.”
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For although above, in the World of Atzilus, there is a state of complete union, and the Infinite
Light shines there in a revealed way, nevertheless “from there it separates”: it is drawn from the
level of His Malchus, may He be blessed, through many contractions and concealments, to conceal
and hide the light of G-d, until there are creations, something from nothing, finite, and separate

worlds.
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And therefore it bears no comparison at all to the light of G-d that shines and is revealed in the
higher worlds, which is on the level of the Infinite (Ein Sof).
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As is known, the number one, in relation to a myriad of myriads of thousands, has some propor-
tion to it, for it too is in the category of number; but something that is in the category of limit, in
relation to the limitless, on the level of the Infinite, has no proportion at all, and the number one
and the number of a myriad of myriads are exactly equal in relation to the level of the limitless,

etc.,
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as is explained in Sefer Shel Beinonim (Tanya), chapter 48. And therefore their main life-force
(chayus) is only from the level of His light and His radiance alone, which is the level of His Malchus

(sovereignty) alone.
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However, in order that there be a revelation of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, below,
in the lower worlds too, exactly as it is in the higher worlds, which is the ultimate purpose intended
in the creation of the worlds, so that He should have a dwelling place among the lower realms

specifically, for this [reason] there is sown in them the level of a light from above:
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that is, the level of the souls of Israel, which descend and are enclothed below in a body of flesh and
blood, etc., so that through the Torah and the practical mitzvos that they perform in this world they
will draw down the level of the revelation of the Infinite Light, blessed be He, below, in the lower

worlds too, exactly as it is in the higher worlds:
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that there be the level of the union of the higher and the lower worlds, and that they no longer be in
the state of worlds of separation (almin deperuda) and in the state of the hiding of the Face, as it is
written, “Your Teacher will no longer be hidden by a wing,” etc. And see what is written in the dis-

course beginning “And I pleaded.”
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And this is [the meaning of] “He sows charities (tzedakos), makes salvations (yeshuos) sprout.”
That is, through the charity that one gives below to a poor person, who has nothing at all of his
own, and [so] bestows upon a place of darkness, as it is written, “I have become like an owl of the
ruins,” etc., through this one also arouses, from above, the drawing down of the Infinite Light,

blessed be He, below, into the lower worlds, which are darkness and worlds of separation.
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And this is “makes salvations sprout”: it is the level of growth with increase and multiplication, so
that there is a drawing down of the 375 supernal lights below.
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And as in charity, “each and every perutah [a small coin] combines into a great sum,” from which

there comes about the level of the revelation of the Infinite, which is called “a great sum,” etc. (And

see what is written on the subject of “into a great sum” in the discourse beginning “And He donned
charity as a coat of mail,” and see what is written on the verse “A great shofar will be sounded.”)
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And also, yeshuos (salvations) is from the term sha’ah (turned), as it is written, “And Havayah

turned to Hevel and to his offering, but to Kayin and to his offering He did not turn,” etc.,
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which is the level of the descent and drawing down of the revelation of the Infinite Light, blessed
be He, below, through the practical mitzvos that Israel perform below. And therefore all the

mitzvos are called by the name “charity” (tzedakah), unqualified, in the Jerusalem Talmud.
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And this is why the first mitzvah of the 613 mitzvos is the mitzvah of being fruitful and multiplying,
as it is written, “Be fruitful and multiply,” which is multiplication and increase. So too, through all

the practical mitzvos that Israel perform, multiplication and increase come about, etc.
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And this is [the meaning of] “Yosef is a fruitful son,” for Yosef is the supernal tzaddik, and it is writ-

ten, “Light is sown for the tzaddik,” so that through this there be increase and multiplication.
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And as it is said in the Midrash Rabbah, at the beginning of Parshas Shemos: Yosef, named for
“And it shall be on that day that G-d will again (yosif) [set] His hand a second time,” etc.
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2. And this is the intent of the blessing that is said before performing any of the mitzvos: “Blessed
are You, Havayah, etc., Who has sanctified us with His commandments,” etc.
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That is, asher (Who) is a term for delight, as it is written, “In my happiness (be’oshri), for daugh-
ters will call me happy,” etc., which is the level of the supernal delight,
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which is on the level of the Infinite (Ein Sof), so much so that our Sages, of blessed memory, said
regarding Acher [Elisha ben Avuyah]: “It is better that he be judged and come to the World to
Come.” And the supernal delight mentioned above is drawn below through performing the

mitzvos, etc.
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Now, just as in sowing the seed in the physical earth one must first plow the earth well in order to
loosen the earth,
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for “plowing loosens the earth,” and if not, the seed will be lost in the earth entirely; so too, before
the sowing of the souls of Israel, in the mode of “and do good,” in the fulfillment of all the practical
mitzvos,
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there must first be the level of “turn away from evil,” which is the level of plowing for the animal
soul: to turn over all the bad traits (middos) and to nullify all the desires that are not for G-d, so that

he will have no other will at all but for G-d alone, to be “a broken and crushed heart,” etc.
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And then they can afterwards draw down, in the mode of “and do good,” the revelation of the
Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, below, which is the level of growth with increase and mul-
tiplication that comes about through the level of the sowing of the souls of Israel in the practical

mitzvos that they perform below, etc.
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(And see what is written about this in the discourse beginning “Listen, O heavens,” and in the dis-
course beginning “And you shall draw water.”) And this is [the meaning of] “but to Kayin and to his
offering He did not turn”: because Kayin was a man of anger (marei derugzin), who was not in the
mode of “turn away from evil,” to turn over all the bad traits, which is the level of plowing, as men-
tioned above.
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And therefore it was not in his power to draw down the light of G-d below through his sowing, in

his offering, etc. Whereas Hevel, who was in the mode of “turn away from evil” completely: of him

it is written, “And Havayah turned to Hevel and to his offering,” which is the level of his sowing,

etc.
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And this is why, regarding the time to come, it is written, “In plowing and in harvest you shall rest”:
that they will no longer need the level of plowing mentioned above, because it is said, “And the
spirit of impurity I will remove from the land.”
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And this is [the meaning of] “In the time to come, the righteous will have ‘holy’ said before them,”
etc.: that is, because they draw down below the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, which is
holy and set apart.
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And with all the above it is understood how in this the virtue of the souls of Israel is greater than
the level of the Torah. For although “the Torah comes forth from supernal Chochmah (wisdom),”
nevertheless, when it is drawn down and comes to the level of “‘the word of Havayah’: this is
halachah,”
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as in the saying of Eliyahu, “Malchus is the mouth; we call it the Oral Torah,” etc., and all the par-
ticular halachos, which are the level of strands and hairs, “and the locks of your head are like pur-
ple,” there, without end: when it is so, the law will be so; and as it is written, “and maidens without

number,” which are the halachos, as mentioned above,
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then there is no increase and multiplication in them, only according to the halachah as it is drawn
down in the level of the supernal speech, etc.
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And like the angels, who are drawn from the level of the word of G-d, as it is written, “and by the
breath of His mouth all their host,” etc.: there is no multiplication and increase in them at all, and
from one angel there cannot be a second angel; and therefore there is no being fruitful and multi-

plying among them, etc.
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Whereas the souls of Israel, specifically, are always drawing down the level of the Infinite Light,
blessed be He, below, through the practical mitzvos that they perform, in a manner of multiplica-

tion and increase, as it is written, “These are the mitzvos which a person shall do,” etc.,
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“and live by them”: for it is they who draw down the level of life-force (chayus) from the Infinite
Light, blessed be He. And as it is written, “And you shall do them (osam)”: “you (atem)” is written.
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(And as is explained in the discourse beginning “The Torah commanded,” in the explanation of “do not

read banayich (your children) but bonayich (your builders)”: that the souls of Israel are the ones who draw

down the union from the level of the Written Torah, which is called the groom, to the level of the Oral

Torah, which is called the bride; and through this they are called “your builders,” etc.)
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But all this is specifically through the self-nullification (bittul), with self-sacrifice (mesirus nefesh),

of Israel beforehand, in the mode of “And you shall love” of the recital of Shema; and then they are

called “One is she, my beloved,” etc., for they receive from the level of “One,” the Only One of the

world.
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(And in the Midrash Rabbah, Nasso) (section 14): “One spoon of ten [shekels] of gold”: as it is said,

“One is she, my dove,” etc. And why it is called “one spoon” will be understood with what is written

in the discourse beginning “My dove, in the clefts of the rock,” on the subject of “and go for

yourself.”
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And then they are able to draw down the Infinite Light, blessed be He, below, and [bring it about]
that there be a true union of the higher and the lower worlds, so that there not be the level of worlds

of separation, appearing as though they are a something (yesh) and a thing separate by itself,
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so much so that it appears as though it is two dominions, G-d forbid, as the heretic holds: “your up-

per half, your lower half,” etc.;
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for above it is the level of complete union, as mentioned above, and in the chain of descent (hish-

talshelus) further and further down it is the level of the world of separation, as it is written, “and

from there it separates,” etc.
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However, when Israel draw down the revelation of the Infinite Light, blessed be He, below too, ex-

actly as it is in the higher worlds, then there comes about in them the level of the complete union of

the higher and the lower.
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And this is tamasi (my perfect one), a term for wholeness (and in Yiddish: maacht mich gantz,

“makes me whole”): that through Knesses Yisrael (the Congregation of Israel) the unity of the

Infinite One (Ein Sof), blessed be He, comes about below, exactly as it is above.
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And this is also te’omasi (my twin), which is the level of the union of Z’eir Anpin and Nukva, which

are the supernal emotive attributes (middos) of Atzilus and the level of the Malchus of Atzilus that

is enclothed in Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah, which are completely united through the children of

Israel, as mentioned above.
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But first there must be the level of “my dove (yonasi),” as it is written, “Your eyes are doves,” etc.:

for [it is] like a pair of doves, whose main delight is the gazing with which they gaze at one another.
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So too above: that there be the level of “my perfect one, my twin,” which is the union of Z’eir Anpin
and Nukva, groom and bride, etc., is through the level of “my dove” beforehand, which is the level
of the delight that there must be in the souls of Israel, “to gaze upon the glory of the King,” etc.,
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which is the level of contemplation of the greatness of the Infinite Light, blessed be He; and it is
called “the joy of the bride,” which is the delight of the bride in gazing upon the groom, who is the
level of “the glory of the King,” etc. And through this, from above to below too, it is written, “The
eye of Havayah is toward those who fear Him.”
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“Those who fear Him” is the level of self-nullification: that is, when Israel below are always in a
state of bittul to G-d, etc., there is aroused from this the level of a great delight above,
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as it is written, “And G-d saw all that He had made, and behold, it was very good”; like a person who

receives delight from a beautiful vessel, etc. And this delight that comes about above is called “the

joy of the groom,”
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that is, the union of Atzilus, which is called chasan (groom), from the term nechos darga (going
down a level), to bestow upon the source of Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah, which is called kallah

(bride). And this is impossible except through the level of “my dove” beforehand, etc.
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And through the joy of the groom and bride, which is the delight of both of them, as mentioned

above, there can be the level of “my perfect one,” which is the level of the union of groom and

bride, which is the level of Z’eir Anpin and Nukva, as mentioned above;
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and as it will be in the time to come, as it is written, “And a spring will go forth from the house of

Havayah and will water the stream of Shittim,” etc.: that there will not be the level of worlds of sepa-

ration at all,

NIAW Snnn 13 (0] i 'f’.ﬂ}f? JRWN 107 TI8° QWnY 1TV KX A0 WY ANy KIOw D
[17an’ o1 5777 %19 "NNIND 13

as there is now, as it is written, “And a river goes forth from Eden, and from there it separates,”
etc.; whereas in the time to come there will be the level of “my perfect one,” which is the level of

“my twin,” etc. This suffices for one who understands.
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3. To understand, with further explanation, what is written (Joel, chapter 4, [verse] 18), “And a
spring will go forth from the house of Havayah and will water the stream of Shittim,” which is said
of the time to come.
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Now, at first glance, what is written, “And a spring will go forth,” is not understood: it does not say
“And a river goes forth,” as it is written, “And a river goes forth from Eden,” etc.
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But the truth is: it is because regarding the river it is written, “and from there it separates,” etc.,
whereas of the spring it is not said “and from there it separates,” but on the contrary, “and will wa-

ter,” etc.

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/shir-hashirim/30/ 15
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And the explanation of this will be understood according to what is explained in the words of our

Sages, of blessed memory: “A river is increased from its banks (nahara mikifei mevarich),” and we
are not concerned lest the drippings be more, etc.
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That is, its increase and multiplication, by which it grows when it becomes a river, beyond what it
was at first in the spring from which the river goes forth, is from its source, and of itself and by it-
self it increases.
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(And in the Aruch, in the name of Rabbeinu Gershom: mikifei mevarich, “from its banks it is increased,”
for it does not grow from rainwater but by itself; and so Rashi explains in Nedarim) (folio 40, end of side
a).
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And see Rashi’s commentary on Shabbos (folio 65b), “from its bank,” etc. And this is because the
Targum [the Aramaic translation] of “and the Jordan is full over all its banks” is “mali al kol kifohi”
(in Yehoshua, chapter 3).
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“The bank of the river”: kif nahara. (And in Ezekiel, chapter 47) “on its bank”: al kifeih. And not
from rainwater.
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And although the spring is not so greatly spread out, nevertheless, after it goes forth from the con-
cealment of the spring into revelation and greater spreading out, to be a river, it becomes, of itself
and by itself, greatly increased.
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This will be understood better from the level of intellect and emotive attributes. For the main birth
and drawing forth of the emotive attributes (middos) is from the intellect: [when] one contemplates
a thing deeply in his intellect and understands that it is good, there is aroused, of itself, in his heart
alove and a longing for that thing.
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And for this reason, in a small child, whose intellect is much too small to contain and to under-
stand, his emotive attributes too are then for small things, as it is written, “A man is praised ac-
cording to his intellect,” etc.: the emotive attributes, which are called “man,” are born and drawn

forth according to the measure of the intellect.
TMRY WINA RN [0 o0 5y A1) IPDYRY DI 0T NITAT NOWRT AP0y Dow 973 Don 121 REAN
OTIYA 7900 [eaw] PP M7 9N 7377 212777 N0INY PHIN2 WY 293 M9 010R Dawnn XA

15 DY 11D 10 19O

It is thus understood from all the above that the entire essential drawing forth of the emotive at-

tributes is from the intellect. And even so, one sees plainly that after they have come from the intel-

lect into revelation in the heart, they become strong, with increase and multiplication, much more

than they were at first while they were still in his intellect, etc., like anger, etc.
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And this is, as mentioned above, because in the intellect the emotive attribute is still in a state of

utter concealment, and therefore it is not so greatly spread out; but when it comes from the con-

cealment of the intellect into revelation in the heart, there comes about, of itself, a great spreading

out and strength of the love or the anger, etc.

R72°RT 7107717 IRE® AWK I 770 RIPIIT 1IP°N W 1 WINT 772 [oen pyal 07YI IR 712 RXI1°DY)
(@Y 15 92301

(And something similar is explained in Etz Chaim, Sha’ar (Gate) 25, Derush 6, and in Sha’ar Tikkun

HaNukva, chapter 5: that when they emerged from the Yesod of Imma and were revealed, etc.; see there.)
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And so too the river: although its entire essential drawing forth is from the spring, nevertheless, af-

ter it goes forth from the concealment of the spring into revelation, the river spreads out of itself,

with increase and multiplication, etc.
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And this is “A river is increased from its banks,” etc. And from all the above it will be understood
[how it is] above too, in what is written, “And a river goes forth from Eden, and from there it sepa-

rates,” etc.
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For Eden is the level of the supernal Chochmah (wisdom) of Atzilus, “wise, but not with a known

wisdom,” which is the level of utter concealment and self-nullification (bittul), as it is written, “And

wisdom, from ayin (nothing) it is found,” etc.,
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which is truly the level of ayin; and it is called a spring, for it is like the spring, which is still in a
state of concealment, as mentioned above. And “a river goes forth from Eden” is the level of the
Binah (understanding) of Atzilus, which goes forth and is drawn from the level of Chochmah “to

water,” etc.,
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which is the level of “the mother of the children,” the source of the supernal emotive attributes of
Atzilus, which are drawn from the level of the Binah of Atzilus; and it is called “the broad expanses

of the river (rechovos hanahar),”
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which is the level of the spreading out of the intellect, more than it was in the level of Chochmah,

which is the level of ayin.
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Although the level of Binah is drawn from the level of Chochmah, nevertheless, since it has come
from concealment into the revelation of comprehension, which is truly from ayin to yesh (from
nothing to something), it increases of itself, spreading out more, like the physical river that goes
forth from the spring, and [like] the emotive attributes in the heart that are drawn from the intellect

in the brain, as mentioned above.

PRRT N1997 2D OERT 71°2 OMan WRIY MR D TI9° awnd 2°ND KX T3 0237 N
Sya /9123 s5ya) APV DORT21 NN NP TIN°D ra Wyl Y702 vn? nwabnnl nuwannw
RTI9DT 1°R93 2123

And this is why, regarding “And a river goes forth,” it is written, “and from there it separates.” That
is, after it is drawn from the level of the Binah (understanding) of Atzilus to the level of the Malchus
(sovereignty) of Atzilus, which spreads out and is enclothed below in Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah,
there comes about the level of complete separation, so that finite creations and worlds of separa-

tion come into being.
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However, all this is after the spreading out and drawing forth of the river mentioned above, which
is the level of the Binah and emotive attributes (middos) of Atzilus, into the level of the Malchus of

Atzilus, to be enclothed in Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah.
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And as it is written, “and from there it separates”: that it is drawn from there downward, to become
the level of worlds of separation; but the river itself, mentioned above, is still in a state of union and
utter self-nullification (bittul), as it is written, “Yours, Havayah, is the greatness,” etc., and “His

life-forces and His vessels are one,” etc.
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For although it has already been drawn from the level of Chochmah (wisdom), which is called
Eden, to become a spreading out in the form of a river, nevertheless, since it goes forth from and
constantly receives from the level of Eden mentioned above, it is still in a state of union and utter
bittul.
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But even so, it is the level of a source, so that as it is drawn from there downward into Beriah,
Yetzirah and Asiyah, “it separates,” etc.
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Since it has already gone forth from the level of the concealment of the spring, which is the level of
supernal Chochmah, which is called Eden, into revelation and comprehension in the level of Binah
(understanding) and the emotive attributes (middos), it can then descend and come down further,
through the chain of descent (hishtalshelus) and contractions (tzimtzumim), so that there come
into being even truly separate creations, as though they are a something (yesh), separate by itself.
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But as for the level of the spring itself, which is the level of supernal Chochmabh, it is not in the cat-
egory of a source at all, from which there could be the level of the coming into being of the yesh

and the separate, since in the spring there is no spreading out as in the river.
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And this is because “wisdom is found from ayin (nothing).”
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And therefore, when in the time to come the level of the essence of supernal Chochmah is revealed
below, then it will not be in the state of a world of separation at all; rather, below too there will be

the union of the light of G-d, exactly as it is above.
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And this is “And a spring will go forth from the house of Havayah”: that the essence of the spring,
which is the level of supernal Chochmah, as mentioned above, will be drawn down and revealed
below as it is, in the state of a spring, and not as now, “And a river goes forth,” etc.
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And then even “it will water the stream of Shittim”: shittim is from the term shtus (folly), and also
from the term “the people roamed about (shatu),” which are the level of worlds of separation;
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and the stream of Shittim is the source that causes the growth of all the cravings and pleasures of
this world that are not for G-d.
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And this too is along the lines of what was explained elsewhere, in the discourse beginning “Hear,
O Israel,” on the matter of the lower waters, which cause the growth of all the pleasures of this
world, which are the level of refuse;
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and this is through the drawing forth of the level of the firmament that divides between the upper
waters and the lower waters, until from this there branched off below, in the lower waters, the level
of the stream of Shittim. And see the end of Parshas Va’eschanan (folio 74b),
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and it is explained there that when the level of the essence of the spring is revealed, then even in
the level of the stream of Shittim there will be the level of the revelation of the light of G-d, as it is
written, “And [they]| shall walk by your light,” etc.,
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and “they shall enter the caves of the rocks and the holes of the earth, from before the terror of
Havayah and from the splendor of His majesty,” etc., which will be in the time to come.
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And there will not be the level of separation at all, as there is now, when it appears as though they
are two dominions, G-d forbid, as the heretic (apikoros) held, and as he answered him: “How does

he let the water pass through?” etc.
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For in truth everything is drawn from Him, may He be blessed; only, through the many [stages of
the] chain of descent and the contractions, so as to hide and conceal the light of G-d that gives
them life and brings them into being from nothing to something, they appear as though they are a
something (yesh), separate by itself.
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And this is because the whole chain of descent is from the river, as it is written, “And a river goes
forth, and from there it separates,” etc.
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But in the time to come, when the level of the essence of the spring will be revealed below, then
there will be union below exactly as above; and this is the level of “my perfect one, my twin,” as
mentioned above. This suffices for one who understands. And see what is written further on this
subject in the explanation on the verse “And the number of the children of Israel shall be like the
sand of the sea,” etc.
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(And see Etz Chaim, Sha’ar (Gate) 47, chapter 3: that the whole essence of the matter of the screen
(masach) between Atzilus and Beriah is this: that the Binah of Atzilus enclothes the Chochmah in a com-
plete enclothing, and it is the level of a screen that divides Ein Sof and Chochmah from Beriah; whereas in
Atzilus the Binah served only as a passageway, etc., and it is considered only as receiving from Chochmah.
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That is, Binah is the level of a river, which is the level of yesh (something) and spreading out, etc.; but
Chochmabh is the level of a spring, which is not in a state of spreading out but in a state of bittul, the level
of the yud of the Name Havayah.
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And this is because it is right beside the Source; and this is the meaning of Atzilus, from the term etzlo (be-

side Him): beside the Emanator, blessed be He.
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And therefore it is stated in Etz Chaim) (Sha’ar Mem-Ayin, chapter 7) that the enclothing of the
Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) in the Binah and the emotive attributes of Atzilus is called “He and His
vessels are one,” but the union of the Infinite Light with the supernal Chochmah of Atzilus is called
“He and His life-forces are one,” which is above the rank of “His vessels,” etc. And see Sefer Shel

Beinonim (Tanya) (chapter 35), in the gloss.
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Except that, even so, in the Binah of Atzilus itself and in all of Atzilus, since they are united with the
Chochmah, it is all called Atzilus; which is not so in Beriah, which receives only from the Binah

alone. Therefore, “and from there it separates,” etc.
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And with this the matter of “Light is sown for the tzaddik” will be understood: that for the revela-
tion to be in Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah too, exactly as in Atzilus, this is specifically through the

souls of Israel, which are the level of light that is sown below, to be enclothed in a body, etc.
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And this is because the souls of Israel “arose in thought,” that is, in the very essence of the super-
nal Chochmah of Atzilus, the level of “And wisdom is found from ayin” itself, as will be explained

below;
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and as was explained in the explanation on the verse “My dove,” which begins “Behold, our Sages,

bR

of blessed memory, said: ‘The novlos (fallen fruits) of wisdom,’” etc.; see there.
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And therefore, through their having descended into Asiyah, they are able to draw down the revela-
tion of supernal Chochmah below, into Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah, as in Atzilus, and “[your
Teacher]| will no longer be hidden by a wing,” etc., through the screen and the partition (masach
and parsa); but rather “a spring will go forth from the house of Havayah,” etc.: the revelation of the

level of supernal Chochmah.
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And see Etz Chaim, Sha’ar (Gate) 47, chapter 3, mentioned above, and Zohar HaRakia on Parshas
Pekudei (on folio 234), that the matter of this Chochmabh is that the Ein Sof in it is enclothed within
the supernal Chochmah of Adam Kadmon [Primordial Man], and this Chochmah is enclothed in

Atzilus, etc.; see there.
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And in exactly this way will the revelation be in Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah.
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And this is what our Sages, of blessed memory, said on the verse “For with Kah (yud-hei), Havayah

formed the worlds”: with the yud the World to Come was created; with the hei this world was creat-

ed. For the hei is the level of “the broad expanses of the river” and “a river goes forth,” and there-

fore “and from there it separates,” etc., and this is the matter of this world.
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But the yud is the level of the spring, and therefore there is no spreading out in it as there is in the
hei; and therefore with it the World to Come was created, for then “a spring will go forth from the
house of Havayah.”
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And see what the Ramaz (Rabbi Moshe Zacuto) writes on Parshas Shelach (159a) on the subject of
“For with Kah, Havayah formed the worlds.”
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In the Midrash Rabbah, it is explained on the verse “There are sixty queens,” etc., “One is she,”
etc.: Bamidbar (beginning of section 4); Nasso (section 9), on “And the kohen [priest] shall take

holy water.”
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(Section 14), on “On the eleventh day.” Korach (section 18); Mikeitz (beginning of section 90);
Vayigash (beginning of section 94); and in Shir HaShirim Rabbah.
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