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“I have come into My garden, My sister, [My| bride; I have gathered My myrrh with My spice; I
have eaten My forest (yaari) with My honey; I have drunk My wine with My milk. Eat, friends

(re’im); drink and become drunk, beloved ones (dodim).”
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([Midrash] Rabbah, [Parshas] Naso, section 13, near the beginning of the section; the end of Parshas
Va’eschanan; and in Shir HaShirim Rabbah on this verse, and on the verse “How fair is your love.”)
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The meaning [is]: “I have come into My garden” — that is, the revelation of G-dliness in the lower
Gan Eden [Garden of Eden] at midnight, for then the Holy One, blessed be He, takes delight in the
souls of the tzaddikim [the righteous].
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For after He remembers the destruction [of the Temple] and cries out, etc., this will be His consola-
tion and His delight: in the souls of the tzaddikim, through their occupation with Torah, as it is

written, “You who dwell in the gardens, the companions listen for your voice; let Me hear it.”
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Now, to explain this matter, [we must] understand what the delight and the consolation of the Holy
One, blessed be He, in the occupation with Torah are: surely everything was already revealed and
known before Him, may He be blessed! [We must] also understand why [it is|] at midnight specifi-

cally, and after He remembers the destruction.
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Now, it is written, “And He placed him in the Garden of Eden to work it and to guard it”: for the
main purpose of the creation of man is to work the Garden of Eden, that is, to draw down the reve-
lation of His G-dliness, may He be blessed. And see what is written about this in the discourse be-

ginning “For as the new heavens.”
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Now, our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “They were exiled to Babylon — the Shechinah was with
them.” The Shechinah is the level of the revealed world (alma de’isgalya), that is, the revelation of
His G-dliness, may He be blessed, to bring into being higher and lower worlds.
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Although even in exile “the world follows its natural course,” and further, “All the days of the earth,
seedtime and harvest,” etc., and as the saying [goes], “Who renews every day, continually, the work
of creation” — yet the difference lies in revelation and concealment: at a time when the Holy
Temple is not standing, the revealed world is in a state of concealment and the hiding of the Face,

as it is written, “And I will surely hide My face on that day.”
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The meaning [is]: “on that day” — in the level of the hidden world (alma de’iskasya), for “darkness
shall cover the earth.”

SORRT? 9ONNn 29y MINYAW MY DY IR TIN2 0PIYT NANIT 9702 wIna IRNAY 115 1Im

DN HYN R PRA TR MM 7972 MBIV X2 2000 TR

Now, just as is seen tangibly in the order and conduct of the world, in the darkness and light of this
world: at evening time it begins to grow dim and dark, and it grows darker and darker until mid-

night, and from midnight onward it grows lighter and lighter, little by little —
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so is the matter with the exile of the Shechinah: the time of her descent and her fall is until mid-
night, for then it is said, “And she fell before his feet”; and from midnight onward she is raised up
little by little, for she is elevated through the men of deeds who rise at midnight to occupy them-
selves with Torah; and at dawn she has a superior rising (kimah me’alyasa), through the Torah and

the service of prayer and the mitzvos of the souls of Israel as a whole.
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And to understand what the revelation and the concealment are: “From my flesh I behold” — just as
a person has intellect and emotive attributes and thought, etc., so too, by way of analogy, [Above].
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Although it is said, “For My thoughts are not your thoughts,” it is nevertheless said, “Your thoughts

are very deep” — “very deep,” for they are the level of the hidden world (alma de’iskasya).
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And they are not seen or revealed in the conduct of the worlds; rather, their [the worlds’] conduct is
according to His attributes (middos), may He be blessed, and the first of them is Chesed (kindness),
as it is written, “The world is built with kindness.” And these are all the utterances by which the

world was created, “Let there be light,” etc., and the six days of creation: the first day, Chesed, etc.
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And all the days of the world are only these six days, for Shabbos is the time of the ascent of the

worlds to their source, and afterwards the weekdays return and are renewed: the first day, etc.
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If so, the second six days are themselves the first six days, renewed. And the main service of man is
[to bring it about] that the level of “Your thoughts,” which are “very deep,” be revealed. And of this
it is said, “From the depths I have called You, Havayah.”
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[This is] as is explained [in the Zohar| in Parshas Beshalach (page 63b) and in Parshas Va’eschanan
(page 265b); and see Parshas Vayechi (page 221a) and Parshas Acharei (page 70); and see [Midrash]
Rabbah, Parshas Vayikra (end of chapter 3): “Deep waters,” etc., “From the depths,” etc.
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And the meaning of “From the depths” is: from the level of concealment, which is the level of “Your

thoughts are deep,” the hidden world, “I have called You” — as a person who calls his fellow to

come out of his house, outside, so as to be revealed.
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For it is stated in the Tikkunei Zohar: “Not that You have a known righteousness,” etc., “but to con-
duct the worlds through them,” etc., “according to the deeds of human beings.”
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The meaning [is]: the conduct and the drawing down of the attributes, so that the worlds be con-
ducted through them, depends on the deeds of human beings. For [through] the deed that a person

does below, by an arousal from below, [there comes] an arousal from above:
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through the charity and kindness that are done below, they arouse Above, so that the Infinite Light

(Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, rests and is revealed and is enclothed in the attribute of Chesed; and so

too, in the same way, with all the attributes. (And see what is written in the discourse beginning “To

My mare.”)
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But the Infinite Light rests and is revealed only in the level of Chochmah (wisdom), as it is written,
“In the beginning G-d created,” and the Targum Yerushalmi [renders it] “With wisdom”; for
Chochmabh is the life-force and the sustenance of the attributes. And it is written, “You have made

them all with wisdom”: the level of Chochmabh is enclothed in all the attributes.
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Nevertheless, Chochmah that is enclothed within the attributes and is not seen or revealed in them
cannot be compared to the level of the revelation of Chochmah itself, which is far, far higher in
rank than the attributes, and the revelation of the attributes is drawn from it, for “wisdom gives
life,” etc. (And see what is written in the discourse beginning “And it shall be, at every New Moon,”

concerning “And on the day of the New Moon it shall be opened.”)
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Therefore, to draw the Infinite Light, blessed be He, down below, it must be through the Torah,
which is the level of His wisdom and His will, may He be blessed; and it is this that is the delight of
the Holy One, blessed be He, as it is written, “And [ was [His] delight,” etc.
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And this is the level of the revelation of the Infinite Light, blessed be He. And this level is called by
the name “Father” (Av), for it is the root and source of the entire chain of descending worlds
(hishtalshelus).
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And of this we pray, “Forgive us, our Father,” for He is the Father of compassion and of forgive-
ness, since the blemish of sin and iniquity does not reach there, as it is written, “If you are right-

eous,” etc.
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(See what is written in the discourse beginning “Go forth and gaze,” on the meaning of “Lift up your hands
in holiness and bless Havayah”; and see what is written in the discourse beginning “To understand what is
said in the Haggadah, ‘This matzah,’ etc.,” on the matter of the intellect (mochin) of Abba; and see the

Zohar HaRakia, Parshas Vayikra, page 7b, in the passage beginning “Like the good oil.”)
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Whereas when nothing is seen and revealed but His attributes, may He be blessed, with which He
conducts the world, this is the level of concealment. And therefore, throughout the six days of cre-

ation it is written, “And Elokim said,” which is the attribute of tzimtzum (contraction).
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Only on Shabbos, which is the revelation of the level of Chochmalh, is it written, “And Elokim fin-
ished (vayechal)”: that is, the level and rank of Elokim came to an end (kalsah), for an end and con-
clusion was made to this rank. And only after this is it written, “These are the generations of the
heavens and the earth when they were created, on the day that Havayah Elokim made,” etc., for He

joined [to it] the attribute of Havayah, etc.
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And this is the meaning of [the teaching]| that at midnight the Holy One, blessed be He, takes de-
light in the souls of the tzaddikim through their occupation with Torah:
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that is, after He remembers the destruction, which is the fall and descent of the level of the re-

vealed world into exile and the hiding of the Face, this will be His consolation: that there be a reve-

lation of the level of the delights Above, which are from the level of the supernal Chochmabh;

ﬂ”b}? S5omnn 1999 10 N1Tha waBNIPY 71MOM3 7172 07K IR NOWRI NP 1IN0 POy 9% 119N
19917 X121 10 NN RPPANRT KRy N3

and this is through the occupation with Torah, so that the Infinite Light, blessed be He, is drawn
down into Chochmah and becomes enclothed in the attributes, etc. And through this begins the as-

cent of the level of the revealed world from the concealment, etc., as explained above.
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2. But [as for| this power that Israel have, that in them and through them there be the drawing
down of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, into Chochmah (wisdom) — for surely He,
may He be blessed, is far, far above the level of Chochmah, and “You have made them all with wis-
dom,” which is physical making —
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of this it is said, “I have gathered My myrrh with My spice,” etc. For myrrh and spice are kinds of
fragrance.
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Now, we see that fragrance strengthens the brain and restores the soul; and this fragrance of myrrh
is made from the blood of an impure animal that has congealed.
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So too, through the level of subduing the sitra achra (the other side) in “turning away from evil”
completely — that is, in keeping all the prohibitions in their particulars and their fine points from

the words of the Scribes, so as not to transgress a single one of them,
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and in compelling the evil inclination and one’s animal soul not to be drawn after its nature and its

will — like the analogy of the hardening and congealing of the blood of the impure animal, so,

through one’s strengthening oneself against one’s power of desire,
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then from this there comes to be the level of “a pleasing fragrance to Havayah,” so that it rises to
G-d and is included in the Infinite Light, blessed be He. As it is written, “And he smelled the fra-
grance of his garments”: “his garments” is the level of garments, which is the level of the encom-

passing [light] (makif);
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and also, from “his garments” (begadav) is made the expression “his traitors” (bogdav), as in
“With treachery (beged) have the traitors (bogdim) betrayed.” For through the level of evil, when it
is transformed to good, the level of fragrance comes to be; and through this, “and he blessed him”:
“And may He give you of the dew of the heavens.” The meaning: “heavens” (shamayim) is the level

of Chochmah, sham mayim (“there is water”), the source of the moisture in the brain, etc.,
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and “the dew of the heavens” is the level of the drawing down of the Infinite Light, blessed be He,
which is drawn into Chochmah, etc. (And see what is written about this in Parshas Toldos, at the
end of the discourse beginning “See, the fragrance of my son,” etc.)
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And this is [the meaning of] “I have gathered My myrrh”: that is, the fragrance of myrrh, in keep-
ing the negative commandments. “With My spice” is the level of the fragrance of all the other

spice-trees, which is the level of subduing the sitra achra in keeping the positive commandments:
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that is, to compel one’s nature in studying Torah more than one is accustomed, and in giving char-
ity beyond one’s nature, and likewise in alacrity in fulfilling all the mitzvos, and to remove every

obstacle from within and from without.
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For through the level of subduing [the sitra achra] in “turning away from evil and doing good,” one
merits that from this there comes to be the level of a strong fragrance that rises above, through
which it restores the soul: that there be the drawing down of the Infinite Light, blessed be He, into
Chochmabh, etc.
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(And see what is written in the discourse beginning “And I was with Him as a nursling, and I was [His] de-
light,” on the meaning of “I have delighted in Your Torah”; and see what is written in the discourse begin-

ning “I am asleep,” and in the discourse beginning “My dove,” etc.)
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“I have eaten My forest (yaari) with My honey.” The meaning: the angels are called “My forest”
(yaari), for they are called “acacia wood, standing,” and they are called “standing,” as in “Seraphim

were standing,” etc.
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And of them it is said, “And Havayah Elokim caused to grow,” etc., “every tree pleasant to the sight
and good for food,” for they are the level of the food that is in them; and through them the flow of
influence reaches Israel and the whole world, both in spirituality and in physicality, as our Sages, of

blessed memory, said, “There is no blade of grass below that does not have an angel above,” etc.
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Also in spirituality, the flow [that brings] Chochmah and Binah, etc.: although “Havayah gives wis-
dom,” the angels are the messengers, for they are the agents of the flow.
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For it is impossible for the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, to descend and devolve so far

except through many contractions (tzimtzumim) at different levels, “and how many levels upon

levels,” etc.
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And these are themselves the level of the angels in every world, who are vessels for the Infinite

Light, blessed be He, which contracts itself and is enclothed within them; and from them the souls

of Israel receive their love and their awe of G-d.
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And along these lines [the Sages] instituted [the blessing] “Who forms light,” etc.: how the angels
“stand in the heights of the world and proclaim with awe,” etc. — like the analogy of one who comes
before a great king: dread and fear fall upon him because he sees how many ministers and nobles
of the land fall upon their faces.
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And so this awe is received from the ministers. And likewise the blessing “[With] an everlasting
love”: how [with] love and “abundant compassion You have had compassion [on us],” etc., “and
You have brought us near to Your great Name.”
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For the life-force of the angels is from “the breath of His mouth,” may He be blessed, whereas
Israel “arose in [His| thought,” etc.

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/shir-hashirim/24/ 11



LIKKUTEI TORAH - SHIR HASHIRIM - MAAMAR 24 "MW 0¥ 2117 "N°IX 7199 2NINK 213 SNXA. ..

55 o31] 17299 0°72211 0°27 0°W NIRRT "ANR 1'??31? 1M2ATPNI ANIRD °181 7AANK 12 97N PN

(71D [o°113°2 5w 9903] 2”W0O2 NN 7T W”R 17°3) '\1??3'? [7229] 2”2 D21 1K [
And through this, love is aroused in him, because he sees his own closeness to the king after he
has seen many great and honored ministers who even so are not so close to the king. (And see what
is written about this at length in Sefer Shel Beinonim [the Tanya], chapter 46.)
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It follows that the souls of Israel receive love and awe through the angels. (And see what is written
about this in the discourse beginning “As an eagle stirs up its nest.”)
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And likewise, “one opposite the other”: all the flow of influence to the sitra achra (the other side),
to become physical delight and physical wisdom, is also through the angels; for “G-d has made one
opposite the other”: levels of impurity opposite the levels of holiness. And man has free choice, to
choose the good and to make himself a chariot for holiness, so that the flow of G-dliness be be-

stowed upon him through the holy angels.
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And this is [the meaning of] “My forest with My honey.” “My honey” means kinds of sweetness,
which are all the fruits of the trees mentioned above, for all fruits are called by the name of

sweetness.
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That is, the level of the soul’s emotional arousal, which is drawn forth by the influence of the angels

in [the blessings]| “Who forms light” and “Love.”
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And therefore they are called “fruits of the forest,” for this love and awe of Israel is born and drawn
forth through the trees of the forest, which are the angels.
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And all this is the level of “I have eaten.” For of the angels it is said, “and good for food,” which is
like the analogy of food that gives life to a person: nevertheless, the person is of a higher rank than
it, and the food is elevated through the person, for from inanimate, vegetative and animal it be-
comes the level of man. So, through Israel’s receiving from the angels, the angels are elevated
through them.
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For the souls of Israel rise far higher through self-sacrifice (mesirus nefesh) in [the word] “One,”
through which there comes to be the level of “being absorbed into the body of the King” and “be-
coming one with the One,” truly; whereas the angels, of themselves, cannot become united to such

an extent.
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(And see what is written in the discourse beginning “Thus said,” etc., [on] “And I will give you places to
walk among those that stand”; and in the discourse beginning “As an eagle stirs up,” mentioned above;
and on the verse “And all your children,” on the matter of “As an apple tree among the trees of the forest”;
and see what is written on the matter of “I have eaten My forest with My honey” in the discourse beginning

“I am asleep, but my heart is awake,” mentioned above.)
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“I have drunk My wine with My milk.” “My wine” is the level of “wine that gladdens Elokim,” etc.
And “My milk” means, by way of analogy, like the milk that makes a child grow: through his nurs-

ing from the milk, his limbs grow.
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So too, the level of the revelation of His G-dliness from His wisdom, may He be blessed, makes the
emotive attributes (middos) of the soul grow, and there is added in them an increase of light and of

the soul’s cleaving to the living G-d.
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And along these lines [the Sages] instituted the middle blessings of the Prayer of Eighteen [Bless-
ings]: “Blessed [are You], who graciously grants knowledge,” “Blessed [are You], who desires teshu-
vah (return),” etc., so that there be an increase of blessing, and the drawing down of the revelation

of G-dliness be drawn into the level of knowledge (daas), teshuvah and forgiveness, etc.
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And just as it is from below upward, so it is Above: the meaning of “I have drunk My wine,” “wine
that gladdens Elokim,” that is: the level of Elokim and of tzimtzum (contraction), which conceal the
light of Chochmah (wisdom) that is in His attributes, may He be blessed — the level of wine is
drawn forth, and “a secret comes out,” for the concealment of the hidden world (alma de’iskasya) is

drawn forth into a state of revealed light, etc.
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And see what is written in the discourse beginning “The matter of the libations.” And along these
lines is the meaning of “My milk”: that is, the drawing down of the revelation of the Infinite Light
(Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, into His attributes, so that the attributes operate in a state of greatness

(gadlus) and in a state of increase and abundance; [this] is called by the name “milk.”
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And this is the meaning of the twelve middle blessings: through the blessing “Blessed are You,
Havayah,” which is an increase and abundance of the light in His attributes, may He be blessed, it
is drawn down to become “who graciously grants knowledge,” etc., “Forgive us,” etc., as explained

above concerning “the merciful Father,” etc.
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(And see, on the level of milk, Parshas Terumah, in the discourse beginning “If only you were as a

brother to me, who nursed at my mother’s breasts.”)
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“Eat, friends.” Now, tzaddikim are called “friends” of the Omnipresent, as it is written, “For the
sake of my brothers and my friends, let me now speak peace within you.”
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And that is: through the occupation with Torah, in which the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be
He, is enclothed, the Infinite Light, blessed be He, is drawn upon his soul, as it is written, “And My

words which I have put in your mouth” — “My words,” truly.
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And [the Sages]| said, “The Mishnah is a queen” (masnisa malkasa), for the Mishnah is like a king
who commands: the very spirit of G-d is the word of the halachah [Torah law]| that speaks in it, [say-
ing], “This law, or this halachah, is thus and thus,” etc.
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And of this our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “Let them be in your eyes as though they were giv-
en today from Mount Chorev [Sinai], as it is said, ‘And you shall make them known to your children

9

and to your children’s children, the day that you stood,’” etc.;
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for that very word of G-d which G-d spoke face to face — it is what dwells and is enclothed in him at
this time, at the hour that he studies. Therefore he becomes the level of a “friend,” as though, so to
speak, “two friends who never part.”
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For the Torah is the level of Chochmah (wisdom), which is the supernal Eden and delight (taanug),
as it is written, “And I was [His| delight,” and these delights are “My delights with the sons of men.”
It follows that the Infinite Light, blessed be He, is equal below as Above, truly, as is written at the
end of the discourse beginning “On the eighth day, an assembly (Shemini Atzeres).”
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And of this it is said, “Eat, friends”: in the manner of eating, that is, as it is written, “And Your
Torah is within my innards.”
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(And see what is written on the matter of “Eat, friends” in Parshas Mishpatim, on the verse “And they be-
held G-d,” etc.; see there. And see what is written further on the matter of [Israel being] “brothers” of the
Omnipresent, in Parshas Mikeitz, in the discourse beginning “Sing and rejoice,” concerning “He did not
stop cherishing her until He called her ‘My sister’”; and in the discourse beginning “If only you were as a

brother to me.”)
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“Drink and become drunk, beloved ones.” Now, the level of “beloved ones” (dodim) is the level of
Israel’s love for the Omnipresent. For this love is hidden and enclothed in the animal soul, and at

appointed times one arouses the love “until it desires” to divest itself of its garments.
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Now, in this love there is the level of thirst, for it is of the level of “flashes of fire”; and of this it is
said, “Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the water,” for water extinguishes fire and quenches
thirst.
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And this is [the meaning of] “Drink”: the level of drinking, that the occupation with Torah be to
quench the thirst.
T2 °°12 X1 Wi 0°°n D’P'?N:! P17 AMWP IWHIW ANRN 1IRNY 70 XY 0°y°9 51122 RN
M2 90 IR D’PWD‘? R 7AIRY 07717 123 vn® 272 X129 192 RT°IX 192 RIVPAN RVP
T1INNMY

Whereas at the level of “friends,” thirst does not apply, since one’s soul is bound and cleaves to the
living G-d, truly; and this is the level of “With one knot I am bound to Him; I hold fast to Him,
aflame,” etc. Only below, at the level of “beloved ones,” where the love comes at intervals, does the

level of thirst apply.
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And of this it is said, “Drink,” and also “become drunk,” to arouse the level of “the wine that glad-
dens”; whereas above, at the level of “friends,” it is in the manner of oil, in silence, etc. And this

suffices for one who understands.
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