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“You have captured My heart (libavtini), My sister, [My] bride; you have captured My heart with one
(be’achas) of your eyes” (be’achad is written, be’achas is read), “with one necklace (anak) from
your neck.” Now, our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “Israel provide sustenance for their Father in

heaven.”
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The explanation is that it is written, “My offering, My bread, for My fire-offerings”: the offerings, in
which fat and blood of the animal are offered, are called the level of “bread” for Him, may He be
blessed, etc. And this is a wonder. But now, our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “There are three

partners in a person,” etc.
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Now, so too it is with an animal, except that in a person the Holy One, blessed be He, places a soul
(neshamah), for his soul is “a part of G-d above”; while in an animal the soul (nefesh) is
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from the level of the face of the ox in the Chariot. Through the offering, the life-force (chayus) of
the soul rises and is included in its root, in the holy Chayos [the ‘living creatures’ of the Chariot];
and the Chayos bear the Throne, and “upon the likeness of the Throne [was] a likeness like the ap-

pearance of a man,” etc.
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And all of them are lifted, raised and elevated through the offering, ascent after ascent, to the high-
est of heights, up to the very Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, so that there be “a pleasing

fragrance” (rei’ach nichoach), [nichoach being]| a term for nechus darga, “a descent of level”;
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that is, so that there be the aspect of drawing down from above to below, the bringing into being of
the Name Havayah, contraction (tzimtzum) and expansion, etc., and so that below, too, there be a
revelation of the Infinite Light, blessed be He.
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And this is through the kohen [priest] who offers [it], who is the man of Chesed (kindness), who
raises the animal soul of the beast upon the altar, to be included in its root, in the holy Chayos of
the Chariot; and from there it rises higher and higher through the supernal Kohen, which is super-
nal Chesed.
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For there is Chesed, and there is Chesed that is called “abundant in kindness” (rav chesed), etc.,
until the life-force returns to be included in the very Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, so

that there be “a pleasing fragrance” and a drawing down, etc.
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Therefore the offerings are called by the name “bread,” like the bread by which a person lives, by
way of analogy: it is what is digested until it actually turns into blood and flesh, and through this it
draws the life-force of the soul into the body.
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So too the life-force that rises from the offering rises and is included in the very Infinite Light (Or
Ein Sof), blessed be He, and through this it works salvations, drawing life-force and the Infinite
Light, blessed be He, down below.
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Now, our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “The prayers were instituted corresponding to the offer-

ings.” The explanation is that in a person, too, there is an animal soul, whose root is from the level

of the holy Chayos of the Chariot, and it descended and was clothed in the physical body.
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It must be raised to its root, and from there higher and higher, etc. This raising is in the Shema and
its blessings, through contemplating, in [the blessing]| “Who forms light” (Yotzer Or), how He, may
He be blessed, is truly One.
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And “there is nothing else besides Him,” for “all before Him are considered as nothing,” and there
is no comparison to Him, may He be blessed, not even like the proportion of a drop to the ocean,

etc.

R 7IPNIIM WO RINW TV WHn 772 0”R IR Ap2TY NIRNIY PN W 775N DRI ORI
7RI ONXD KD 937 0Onw3a 9% N WD LAIAT 0R?

Therefore the soul will pine away with longing and thirst to cleave to the very Infinite Light (Or Ein
Sof), blessed be He, until the soul goes out of its sheath, which is the prison of the body; as it is
written, “Whom have I in heaven? And with You I desire nothing on earth.”
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The meaning of “I desire” (chafatzti) is that there is the level of will (ratzon) and the level of desire
(chefetz). The difference between them is that “will” is the term even for what one does under com-

pulsion, only that the will agrees to it with a mere consent.
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Even if they compel him until he says, “I am willing,” it is called by the name “will.” This is not so

with desire: he desires [it] in the inner dimension of the point of his heart, where delight (taanug)

dwells.
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For he delights in the thing that he desires; therefore he places all his desire, all his salvation and
the aim of his face in this thing, for this is what he desires and craves, and in this the delight is

pleasing to him.
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This is [the meaning of] “And with You I desire nothing on earth”: I have no desire or delight at all
in the matters of this world, only on the level of will, under compulsion,
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for “against your will you live”; and I have no desire except with You, for “with You is the source of
life” and the source of delights. And he places all his desire and all his salvation in delighting in
G-d.
PPRY T2 WY WK DR 9190 717720 TR 1PER [k IR 7772 700 2R 71772 118 TR 1Py )
(And see on the subject of desire and will in the discourse beginning “I sleep,” in the discourse beginning
“And I was with Him as a nursling,” and in the discourse beginning “Remember what Amalek did to you.”
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It may be said that this level is the matter of the burning of the sacrificial portions (eimurin) in the offer-
ings, for the fat derives from delight. And see below, in the discourse beginning “To understand the matter

of prayer.” And see in Shir HaShirim on [the verse] “To My mare.”)

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/shir-hashirim/22/ 5



LIKKUTEI TORAH - SHIR HASHIRIM - MAAMAR 22 '-]773 SNIAN ,J.n::‘?

[Prby 93 X7mn] ¥791M M2 DORI2IM MNDWR 999 172 07K 7R NOWnn2 N2 ’2 v YT MM 2
¥7210 )

2. Now, it is known that there are two levels in the drawing down of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof),
blessed be He, to all the worlds and created beings: the level of the light that fills all worlds

(memalei kol almin) and the level of the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin).
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The light that fills all worlds is by way of enclothement and the chain of descent (hishtalshelus) of
the levels, from cause to effect, in the ten Sefiros, and afterwards to the souls and angels, who are

spiritual, and afterwards in physical things, etc.;
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for the life-force (chayus) is drawn to each world according to what it is. From this derives a multi-
plicity of divisions of levels without end, and worlds without number, in a state of being many and

different from one another, etc.

NI°MT PR DIAR D°R\237 MY DR PRI 772 07K IR N0 973 RIW 13°°7 $7910 P12 Dax
19197 75911 2210 °123 PA NIAATAT MPYSNYT NwaPnn 9772 Jenl

But the level of the light that encompasses all worlds means that it, too, is life-force and the Infinite
Light, blessed be He, that gives life to the worlds and the created beings; however, the life-force is
not drawn by way of enclothement and the chain of descent of the levels, but only in the manner of

encompassing and surrounding from above.
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And it is called the encompassing light (Or Makif). That is, it is light and life-force (chayus), except
that it comes in the manner of encompassing, and it encompasses all of them in one equal manner,

higher and lower beings, without division of levels;
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for it is written, “I, Havayah, have not changed.” He is equal and makes equal small and great, and

spirituality and physicality are equal before Him, and “the darkness is as the light.”
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From this follows what our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “Let not the blessing of an ordinary
person be light in your eyes”; for from the level of the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol

almin) even an ordinary person can draw down, etc.
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Now, the level of the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin) is at present in a state of
concealment, for it comes to revelation only in the days of Moshiach, for then “eye to eye,” etc.; ex-
cept that now it is in the state of “today to do them,” to draw down this revelation that is to come, as
is known.
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And this is through the level of the self-nullification (bittul) of will in the Shema, at “One” (echad),
when he takes to heart how He is One and “there is nothing else besides Him,” as mentioned

above, so that through this his soul will pine to cleave to Him, may He be blessed, to the very
Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He,
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and he will have no other will at all. Then the life-force (chayus) rises and is included in the Infinite
Light, blessed be He, that encompasses all worlds, which is above the level of enclothement within
the bounds of worlds in the manner of the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus).
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From there, life-force (chayus) and the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, are drawn down
in the prayer of Shemoneh Esreh [the Eighteen Blessings], in the aspect of “Blessed are You”
(Baruch Atah), so that the Infinite Light, blessed be He, become “blessed” (baruch) and be drawn

down, etc. Now, the explanation of the word baruch has two interpretations.
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The first interpretation is as in “And King Shlomo [shall be| blessed,” where the meaning is a pas-

sive form: he receives the blessing, which is drawn down upon him from a higher place.
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The second is as in “compassionate and gracious” (rachum vechanun), etc., which is not a passive

form but a term for a source: He is the source of compassion.
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So too with “Blessed are You” in prayer: it has two interpretations, and both are true. For through
the arousal from below (isarusa dilesata), the inclusion of the life-force (chayus) in the Infinite
Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, blessing is drawn down from the Source of blessings, which is the
Infinite Light, blessed be He, that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin), etc., truly into the level
of Atah (“You”), alef-tav-hei: these are the level of the letters from alef to tav, and the five (hei) ar-
ticulations of the mouth.
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This is the drawing down of the level of sovev (encompassing) into the level of memalei (filling), so

that in the level of memalei, too, there be the revelation of the light that encompasses all worlds.
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This is the matter of the Exodus from Egypt (Mitzrayim): the level of the light that fills all worlds
(memalei kol almin) is called Mitzrayim, for it is the level of the chain of descent (hishtalshelus) of
the levels, in a multitude of different divisions, and every level has a boundary and a constraint

(meitzar).
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But the drawings-down of the revelation of the level of the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev
kol almin) are called the Exodus from Egypt, for this is the indwelling of the very Infinite Light (Or
Ein Sof), blessed be He, which, as its name is, so it is: it has no end (ein sof).

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/shir-hashirim/22/ 8

14

15



LIKKUTEI TORAH - SHIR HASHIRIM - MAAMAR 22 HI?D SR ’Jn::‘?

2109357 52 0081 REI° IR RIT 977 312902 21903 1wl DY DR TPwnRn
When a person draws the revelation of this level upon his soul, he is as if he goes out of Egypt, the
level of constraint (meitzar), etc.
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This is the matter of the repetition, twice: “I am Havayah your G-d, who brought you out of the land
of Egypt,” etc., and then it says again, “I am Havayah your G-d.”
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The meaning: “Havayah your G-d (Elokeichem)” is the revelation of the level of the light that en-
compasses all worlds (sovev kol almin), until the level of Havayah becomes the level of Elokim,
etc., as is explained elsewhere.
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In this there are two levels: the light that encompasses all worlds, and the drawing down of revela-

tion into the level of the light that fills all worlds (memalei kol almin). For this reason [the verse]

also says it twice: “Havayah our G-d, Havayah is One.”
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“Havayah our G-d” is the level of the light that encompasses all worlds itself. (This is the union of
Abba and Imma (Chochmah and Binah): this drawing down from this revelation is called the level of the
light that encompasses all worlds before it is yet drawn into the level of the light that fills all worlds; for
Abba and Imma are also called “the hidden things belong to Havayah our G-d,” the hidden world (alma
de’iskasya);
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and also Chochmah (wisdom) is above the intellect that is grasped and understood, etc., as is explained
elsewhere on the meaning and matter of the intellect (mochin) of Abba; and Binah (understanding), too, is

the level of an encompassing [light], and it is also included and united with Chochmabh, etc.;
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and the drawing down of the light that encompasses all worlds, when it comes in revelation into the light
that fills all worlds, is what is called the union of Z’eir Anpin (the emotive attributes) and Nukva (the femi-
nine). These two drawings-down are also the two interpretations of the word baruch. And this is the mean-
ing of “the Holy One, blessed be He” (HaKadosh Baruch Hu): “Holy” (kadosh) is the very light that encom-
passes all worlds; “Baruch Hu” is the Source of all blessing, and it is the drawing down from Keser (the

Crown) into Chochmah and Binah, the hidden world.
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And baruch is also that which is drawn into the level of the light that fills all worlds, into the level of Atah
(“You”), etc. And see what is written on this in the discourse beginning “If the bright spot came first,” etc.
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It is possible to say that these two drawings-down are the matter of the supernal Daas (knowledge) and the
lower Daas, explained below, in the explanation (Biur): for the supernal Daas joins Chochmah and Binah,
and the lower Daas draws from Chochmah and Binah into the emotive attributes (middos), etc. And see
what is written in the explanation on [the verse] “Thus shall you bless the children of Israel” on the subject

of the two levels of Daas, etc., and in the discourse beginning “Arm [men] from among you.”)
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And “Havayah is One” is when it comes to revelation in the level of the light that fills all worlds, and
this is the level of the higher unity (yichuda ila’ah); for “Blessed be the Name of the glory of His
kingdom forever and ever” is the level of the lower unity (yichuda tata’ah), as is known.
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This is the meaning of “The prayers were instituted corresponding to the offerings”: just as the of-
ferings are called “bread,” so it is said of the Shema, “I have eaten My honeycomb with My honey,”

for there comes to be the level of eating, as it were, above;
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that is, the level of the self-nullification (bittul) and inclusion of the soul in the Infinite Light (Or
Ein Sof), blessed be He, that encompasses all worlds, to draw down life-force (chayus) and the reve-
lation of the Infinite Light, blessed be He, into the level of the light that fills all worlds.
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3. But now, our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “On three things the world stands: on the Torah, on
the [Temple] service,” etc. Now, the service is the offerings, and corresponding to them, prayer,
etc. However, as to the explanation of the matter of the Torah:
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It is written, “This is the Torah: a man (adam),” which is the level of the “man” upon the likeness of
the Throne, “a likeness like the appearance of a man,” etc.;
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that is, the level of the 248 limbs, the 248 positive commandments, etc.
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That is: just as the limbs are vessels and a dwelling for the drawing down of the life-force (chayus)
that is drawn from the soul, which spreads out and is divided to each limb according to its tem-
perament and nature, so the mitzvos are the level of vessels and a dwelling for the indwelling of the
Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin), which
rests and is actually clothed within them in the manner of a divided drawing down, each and every

mitzvah according to its level.
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And all the drawings-down are from the level of the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol
almin), which is the matter of self-nullification (bittul) in the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be
He.
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For all the matters of the Torah and mitzvos, which are clothed in physical matters, Zera’im [agri-
culture], Mo’ed [the festivals], etc., terumos [the priestly portions| and tithes, offerings, etc., in
things that are under kelipas nogah [the glowing husk], etc., are in order to draw the Infinite Light,
blessed be He, into them, so that the yesh (“something”) of kelipas nogah be nullified and included
in the light of G-d and His holiness.
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And the prohibitive commandments are to separate the evil, etc. Therefore the Torah is called by
the name “bread,” as it is written, “Come, eat of my bread,” etc., like the bread by which a person
lives.
POND° RPW 01D DA P RIT QAP [meavnd] P10 WM ROX 10K N1AT ApOYY DA 0
NI NOWAT B7R TP WIAR 227 anD 53 717 PR WO NN WHKn 2200 PRI 730 12 woin
LN TPRRRM 07T RIT QNPT 00 0 093 NRnn RIT 132 TNYpnm waln b

For although the main life-force (chayus) is only from the vital soul, and bread only brings about
the endurance, that the soul not depart from the body, and it is only what actually joins the life-
force of the soul to the body, for “bread sustains the heart of man”; nevertheless, the drawing down
of the soul’s life-force and its bond with the body comes about because of the bread, for bread is

what brings about and draws down life-force.
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This is not so with other kinds of food and drink: they are kinds of delight (taanug); but the main
thing that draws down life-force is bread.
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So too the Torah and mitzvos are what bring about the drawing down of the Infinite Light (Or Ein
Sof), blessed be He, that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin), which is “not of these attributes
at all” and is called “Master of the worlds” (Ribbon Almin), above the level of worlds, to be clothed

in the level of worlds, so that there be “You are wise,” etc.
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Through the Torah the Infinite Light, blessed be He, is drawn down and clothed in Chochmah (wis-
dom); and the mitzvos, whose general and collective expression is the level of charity and kind-
ness: [through them] the Infinite Light is drawn down and clothed in Chesed (kindness), as is
known from the matter of “Forever shall kindness be built” (olam chesed yibaneh), that kindness
must be built, etc., and as is explained elsewhere, in Shir HaShirim, in the discourse beginning
“To My mare.”
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For in order for there to be an enclothement of the Infinite Light in the attributes, “Yours,
Havayah, is the greatness and the might,” etc., “the matter depends on the arousal from below”:

“who has sanctified us with His commandments,” etc.

772 DR IR 71903 *°n2 PPwnn 1R won 91152 N2 RIT OnD Snaw SwRD SN °129p DR N
SO MNP 19T R 12700 0TV 0y nond

This is [the meaning of] “My offering, My bread, for My fire-offerings”: the level of bread, which is
the level of the nullification of the yesh (“something”) into ayin (“nothing”) in order to draw the
revelation of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, below, comes about through the offer-

ing, “a fire-offering, a pleasing fragrance to Havayah.”
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And through prayer, which corresponds to the offerings: “I have eaten My honeycomb with My
honey,” etc. (And see what is written on the meaning of “My offering, My bread” in the discourse begin-
ning “Command the children of Israel: My offering,” etc., how this alludes to the drawing down that comes

through occupation with Torah and the ascent that comes through the offering, etc.; see there.)
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But the level of “My bread” must be “for My fire-offerings” (le’ishai): the level of “flashes of fire”
and the fiery ardor of the soul in the Shema, when one raises the animal soul to be included in the
Infinite Light, blessed be He. And every level of “flashes of fire” comes from the raising of the ani-
mal soul and its transformation, etc., for it rises like a flame, the level of the Serafim [the ‘burning’

angels], etc.
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And the Chayos bear the Throne and tremble in dread of the Throne, as is found in Tanna Devei
Eliyahu: an angel says “Holy” only three times in the whole day, because when he says “Holy” once,
he is nullified out of existence, and his soul does not return to him for four hours; and so too the
second time.
WO DIB°21 NRDYT DY 1D 271 D173 IR .01 [myw 03] W0292 ANIR WITR [oonys aw] DAY RIAN
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It follows that he says “Holy” three times in the twelve hours of the day. Yet great and abundant is
the power of the ascent and self-nullification (bittul) of the soul of Israel, more than in the angels.
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For the Chayos bear the Throne, and upon the Throne is “like the appearance of a man, above”;
and the level of the “man” on the Throne is not drawn down and clothed until the level of “with all

your might” (bechol me’odecha) is revealed

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/shir-hashirim/22/ 14
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(see Parshas Vayeshev, in the discourse beginning “Thus said,” etc., on the meaning of “And I will
give you places to walk among those who stand”); for adam (“man”) has the letters of me’od
(“might”). And this is the level of “with all your might,” for each and every one according to his

own level:
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as he himself is, beyond what his soul can bear; and this is called his me’od, for each soul accord-

ing to its level. [This] draws down life-force (chayus) from the level of the “man” on the Throne.
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Adam is the level of alef-dam (“blood”): “the blood is the soul,” and [it is] the life-force drawn from

the level of Adam, that is, from the level of sovev (encompassing) to the level of memalei (filling).
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And see what is written on the subject of the alef on the verse “And He called to Moshe,” etc. But all
this is through the kohen who offers the offering, etc.;
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and this is the level of Aharon, “and what (mah) are we,” which is the level of Moshe and Aharon,
etc., the level of self-nullification (bittul) in the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, the level
of the higher unity (yichuda ila’ah) and the level of the lower unity (yichuda tata’ah), etc.
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Through this the Infinite Light, blessed be He, is drawn from above to below, also in the level of
“You are wise” and in the level of “Yours, Havayah, is the greatness and the might.” And from this
comes the transformation of the animal soul and its powers, to fulfill “And you shall love with all

”

your heart (levavcha),” “with your two inclinations”: that is, that he have two levels of hearts

(levavos).
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The first is for love, for his soul to pine for Him, to cleave to Him; and the second is to subdue the
evil inclination, to subjugate the sitra achra (the other side) and to transform [it], etc.

[x7won] *ON "X2°72 RY*PN MTN N2 077 1M .([2 7ay Mol 2°Y0 270PT 12170 AWID 9113 1°3)

KT X007 *R2°92 RY°PN 921 KT

(And see the Zohar, Parshas Terumah, folio 162, end of side b.) These are the level of “Joy is lodged

in my heart on this side, and weeping is lodged in my heart on that side.”
SAWAT 132 TW2PN1 72NN 19Y DR TNANTHY TNPYRn 17700 1Wwel DY NIRRT 02
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Weeping is the bitterness over his soul, which descended from its station and level, [where] “Israel

arose in thought,” and was clothed in the physical body, which is very far from the Infinite Light,

blessed be He, and a separating screen, so that it appears as a yesh (“something”) and a thing sepa-

rate unto itself.
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And joy on this side: for even below, in physical things, the Infinite Light, blessed be He, is drawn
down and clothed in the Torah and mitzvos, which are clothed in physical matters: terumos, chari-
ty, etc. Therefore he will exult and rejoice greatly in G-d, who dwells within His Torah and His

mitzvos.
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This is [the meaning of| “Let Israel rejoice in his Makers” (be’osav), in the plural: these are the
mitzvos, which are drawn into physical matters, which are in the state of the public domain (reshus

harabim), “mountains of separation,” etc.
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4. And this is [the meaning of] “You have captured My heart” (libavtini): the Holy One, blessed be
He, says to the Congregation of Israel (Knesses Yisrael), libavtini; that is to say, you are what causes
Me to be in the state of a heart (lev).
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The explanation is that the heart is the dwelling of the blood, which is the soul and the life-force
(chayus) of the whole body. For food is digested and becomes blood; the liver takes the bulk of the
blood and sends the choicest to the heart, and “the heart distributes to all the limbs.”
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So it is above, as it were: through the level of “bread” and “I have eaten My honeycomb with My
honey,” the Holy One, blessed be He, comes to be in the state of a heart, to draw down life-force
and the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin),

into the light that fills all worlds (memalei kol almin).
T79230 9YT7AT 0 ']1? »M2Y 0°91 RI7 NIR 132 NPT NIDWHT N3 °2 a0 N122% na 2 210229
)
And libavtini: two levels of hearts (levavos); these are two levels of drawing down of the life-force,
the level of “You are wise” and the level of “Yours, Havayah, is the greatness and the might,” etc.
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(And see what is written on [the verse] “The Song of Songs” on the subject of the two levels of
“bridegroom,” etc.; and these two drawings-down are the matter of “He and His life-forces are
one” and “He and His vessels” (ihu vegarmohi); see Etz Chaim, Sha’ar (Gate) 41, chapter 7.) [It is]

drawn down through the Torah and mitzvos, which are the level of “bread.”
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For through the arousal from below (isarusa dilesata) comes the arousal from above (isarusa
dile’eila). “He established a testimony in Yaakov and placed a Torah in Israel,” and it is written,
“which a person (ha’adam) shall do,” etc.: for it is the person who does the Torah and mitzvos in

the level of “bread,” through the nullification of the yesh (“something™), etc.
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And of the opposite it says, “who will not uphold,” etc. In them and through them are drawn down

life-force and the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, and the drawings-down of the level of
the heart.
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And these are two levels of drawing down, which are Chesed (kindness) and Gevurah (restraint),
water and fire, in the two dwellings in the heart, the right cavity and the left cavity, etc. (And see the
commentary of the Ramaz [Rabbi Moshe Zacuto] on the Zohar, Parshas Emor, folio 93, side b, on
[the verse] “To You my heart said.”)
L7193 *51121 "NINR M2 M2 °2 13977 .99 PNINR 290017 IR NRT 19WRTD 0710 IR
But what brings about this drawing down the verse explains: “My sister, [My] bride,” that is, two
levels: the level of “My sister” (achosi) and the level of “bride” (kallah).
Zal 1NT9IN2 woia Toan aYIAPT TAART MIART RO [x°971009K] »7TI099R IR '{Wi‘??ﬂ SNINR
213 0RYINN INPAR 19TV 977 1IN0 RONY

Achosi (“My sister”) is from the expression “Alexandrian joining” (ichui), which is the kinship and
the love fixed constantly in the soul from birth, except that it is hidden and must still be revealed

from concealment, etc.
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And the level of kallah (“bride”) is the level of “my soul pines” (kalsah nafshi), which is the level of

the “flashes of fire” of love that come from contemplation: “Binah is the heart,” etc.
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And these are the levels of thought and speech, the hidden world (alma de’iskasya) and the re-

vealed world (alma de’isgalya): for the level of the hidden, natural love is from the level of the hid-

den world, and it is the level of “two companions,” etc.; and the level of kallah is the level of the re-

vealed world.
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(And see the Zohar, in the Idra Zuta [the ‘Lesser Assembly’]) (folio 290, side b). It may be said that
these two levels are also the levels of the higher Shechinah (Shechinta ila’ah) and the lower
Shechinah (Shechinta tata’ah), explained in the discourse beginning “The Song of Songs”; see
there. And see what is written in Parshas Behar, in the discourse beginning “When you come into

the land,” on the subject of “Open to Me, My sister.”
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“You have captured My heart with one (be’achad) of your eyes”: be’achad is written, be’achas is
read. The explanation is that “your eyes” are “the eyes of the congregation,” the sages, etc.
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And the level of Chochmah (wisdom) is the level of “gazing at the glory of the King,” like the matter
of “your eyes are doves”: like a pair of doves that gaze at each other constantly and take pleasure
and delight in their seeing and gazing, etc.
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So too is the way of service of the level of the sages and “the eyes of the congregation,” who walk
before G-d: they gaze constantly at the glory of the King and see “the precious splendor of the

greatness” of the Maker of creation, so as to be constantly in a state of self-nullification (bittul), etc.
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In this there are two levels. The first: because of the higher unity (yichuda ila’ah), how He, may He

be blessed, is truly One, and “all before Him is considered as nothing.”
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Therefore he is constantly in a state of self-nullification (bittul) in the very Infinite Light (Or Ein
Sof), blessed be He, in the state of ayin (“nothing”), etc.
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And the second: because of the lower unity (yichuda tata’ah), “Blessed be the Name of the glory of
His kingdom forever and ever”: how He, may He be blessed, is King of the world, and all the life-
force (chayus) of the world, which appears as a tangible yesh (“something”), is only in the aspect of

“King,” and “His kingdom is a kingdom of all worlds,” etc.
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And this is the matter of the level of the nullification of the yesh into ayin: that is, it is a yesh, and
nevertheless it is nullified, etc. And this is the purpose of the coming into being of something
(yesh) from nothing (ayin): so that the yesh be nullified, etc.
JINR2 5P TR WP 10 15517 12 °M

And these two levels are what is written be’achad and read be’achas.
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For be’achad is the higher unity (yichuda ila’ah), since there the nullification is in the state of be-
ing truly one, “He and His life-forces are one,” etc. (And this is [the meaning of] “Avraham was
one”; and see what is written elsewhere on the subject of “the eyes of man are never satisfied,” in

the discourse beginning “I sleep.”)
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Be’achas is the level of the lower unity: that there be the state of yesh, and that the yesh be nullified,

etc. Achas is a feminine form: the level of Nukva (the feminine), which receives from echad

(“one”), etc.
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And the main intent of this verse is that through the level of “your eyes,” which is the level of gaz-
ing at the glory of the King, whether in the level of echad, that is, the level of the higher unity, or in
the level of achas, which is the lower unity, there comes about libavtini, the drawing down of the
level of the heart.

909y 93 22107 1PRDY D5 RPN 172 07K IR N1 NOWHRI N

[This is]| so that there be a drawing down of the life-force of the Infinite Light, blessed be He, that

fills all worlds (memalei kol almin) and encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin).
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5. “With one (be’achad) necklace (anak) from your neck.” Now, an anak is an ornament of precious
stones and pearls, pierced and hung on a thread around the neck.

T NPTV 7971 O3 LYPNTR ORI MIORD M2 Y XPR ORI 10 N1RAM MW 001aRY

12 N1192 B°12K 2 [770% 9903] °”02 WD D°1AR PAW 7700 NPNIR

For precious stones and pearls are of the inanimate [realm], except that they are precious and shin-
ing, and it is fitting to adorn oneself with them. So too, by way of analogy, are the letters of the

Torah, which are called “stones,” as is written in Sefer Yetzirah, “Two stones build,” etc.
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And they shine with the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) that is drawn into them from the level of the light
that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin), which is far above the bounds of worlds, which is
drawn specifically very far below: “their beginning is wedged in their end,” specifically. And they
are pierced and hollow, so that a thread and a drawing down is drawn through them, the level of

the voice: “The voice is the voice of Yaakov.”
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Voice (kol) is a drawing down, and it is called “your neck with strings of beads” (charuzim): a
stringing from Scripture to Mishnah, etc. And see what is written on this at the end of the discourse
beginning “Your cheeks are comely with circlets.”
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Therefore they are called the level of anak and an ornament, with which one is adorned and in
which one delights: because the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, that encompasses all
worlds (sovev kol almin), which is “high and exalted,” “dwells” in them.
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And be’achad (“with one”) means even one chapter and one halachah [law]: [through it] there
comes about the level of libavtini, which is the level of the revelation of the drawing down of the

life-force (chayus), as mentioned above.
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As our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “Even one chapter in the morning and one chapter in the
evening,” etc. With this the wording “and one chapter in the evening,” etc., will be understood, for

it should have said, “and a second chapter.”
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Rather, it means “one chapter” in the sense that [by] this chapter that he learns there will be drawn
down the level of “One,” which is the very Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He.
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This is what our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “Whoever studies halachos every day is assured
that he is a son of the World to Come, as it is said, ‘The ways (halichos) of the world are His.’”
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“Do not read halichos (ways), but halachos (laws).” For the halachos are a going and a drawing

down from the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol

almin), from world to world. And this is “halichos olam lo”: they are His ways in the world.
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Therefore they said, “he is assured that he is a son of the World to Come”: that is to say, he is born

and drawn from the level of the World to Come, the hidden world (alma de’iskasya), etc., for “there

is the hiding of His might,” from the level of the light that encompasses all worlds.
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Except that now, in this time, it is in concealment and in the state of sowing: “Light is sown for the
righteous.” But in the Time to Come He causes salvations to sprout; and therefore they said, “The
righteous are destined to have ‘Holy’ said before them.”
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That is, there will be a revelation of the Infinite Light, blessed be He, specifically below, and then
the verse will be fulfilled: “For as the new heavens and the new earth that I make,” etc.,
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that the heavens and the earth will not be physical, concealing and hiding the light of G-d, which is
the Infinite Light, blessed be He, that encompasses all worlds, and His holiness; but rather “new
heavens,” etc., so that the level of the Infinite Light, blessed be He, that encompasses all worlds be

in a state of revelation below.
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Summary. “Israel provide sustenance,” as it is written, “My offering, My bread.” That is, through
the offering the soul of the animal rises to its root, the face of the ox, and through this, “and the

Chayos bear,” etc.,
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and there comes about an ascent to the highest of heights, until through this, afterwards, “a pleas-
ing fragrance (nichoach) to Havayah”: meaning nechus darga, a descent of level, and a drawing

down. And this is the matter of bread.
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And now, prayer in place of the offerings: the raising of the animal soul through contemplation in
the Shema and its blessings, “True and firm” (Emes VeYatziv), etc., “and beloved and cherished,”

etc., in the manner of “And with You I desire nothing.”
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And the meaning of “a pleasing fragrance (nichoach) to Havayah”: for there are two levels, the
light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin) and the light that fills all worlds (memalei kol
almin); and “today to do them”: to draw down from the light that encompasses all worlds, so that in

the Time to Come there be “eye to eye,” etc.;
I NI °2 12 02 112 WY 0w 97NN ¥79102 NN 1P %9 51197321 ARDYIT Y 110
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and this is through the ascent and the nullification of will, through which the life-force (chayus) ris-
es into the light that encompasses all worlds, and afterwards the drawing down. In this there are
two levels, the two Names Havayah in the first verse of the Shema: the level of the light that encom-

passes all worlds, and the drawing down from the light that encompasses all worlds into the light
that fills all worlds.
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And this is “nichoach to Havayah.” And this is “Blessed are You, Havayah” in the Shemoneh Esreh:
a drawing down from the Source of blessings, which is blessed in essence, to the level of Atah

(“You™). “My offering”: and this is “I have eaten My honeycomb,” etc.
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But our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “On three things the world stands: on the Torah, on the
[Temple] service and on acts of kindness (gemilus chassadim)” (see the end of the discourse begin-

ning “I,” in the section of tzitzis [fringes]). The service was explained: it is the offerings.
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But of the Torah it is written, “This is the Torah: a man (adam)”: the 248 positive commandments,
the 248 limbs, drawings-down from the light that encompasses all worlds into the level of “like the

appearance of a man”
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(see the discourse beginning “‘Remember’ and ‘Keep’ in one utterance,” that one draws down from the
level of “for He is not a man” into the level of “man”; alternatively, according to what is written in the
Mikdash Melech [a commentary on the Zohar] on Mishpatim) (folio 122, side a): “man” is Arich Anpin
[the Long Countenance], “like the appearance of a man” is Z’eir Anpin (the emotive attributes). And

therefore it is called “bread”
[xan3] *N3 POYRT R WY 10 QMY IRY2N 0I°NIAVING 1P PINR IPER TOTRY 27V IR 910 wURYY)
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(and see what is written at the end of the explanation on [the verse] “And I was with Him as a nursling,” on
the subject of “From your dwellings you shall bring bread,” etc.; see there. And as for what was explained
above, that the offerings are called “bread”: it may be said that the offerings are the element of fire, the of-
fering itself; and the Torah, too, is “bread,” the level of the libations (nesachim), fine flour and oil, etc.; fine

flour is Daas (knowledge) that joins, etc.,
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the drawing down of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) into Chochmah and Chesed, etc. But the bread must be
“My bread for My fire-offerings”: “flashes of fire.” Me’odecha: me’od has the letters of adam, alef-dam.
And all this is through the kohen, Aharon, “and what are we.” “With all your heart”: weeping and joy.) (The
pouring of the wine into the shissin [the hollows beneath the altar], as is written in Parshas Sh’lach

regarding the libations.)
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