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“The Song of Songs, which is Shlomo’s.” [We need] to understand the matter of receiving the face
of the Shechinah (Divine Presence). Now, our Sages, of blessed memory, said (at the beginning of
the second chapter of Berachos), “Let your ears hear what you bring forth from your mouth.”
Meaning: the Community of Israel (Knesses Yisrael) is called “you” (atah), as is written in Zohar II
(104a), and at the beginning of Parshas Vayigash and at the beginning of Parshas Ve’atah Tetzaveh.
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And they said that a person has no obligation in prayer other than to hear and contemplate what
“you” (that is, the Community of Israel) brings forth from his mouth; meaning, [this “you” is] his
life-force and his soul, [as it is written,] “Yaakov is the lot of His inheritance.”
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And all Israel are intermingled one with another: what one lacks is found in his fellow, and when
they all join together as one they form a complete stature, as is known.
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Therefore, when one separates himself from his fellow through any kind of separation, in which
his heart and will are cut off from him [the other] in one of his affairs, matters or traits, or in his in-
tellect and his service in matters of Heaven, in Torah and in prayer, and when this is so in his

heart, then by the designs of his heart he makes one limb lacking.
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It follows that His Name is not complete. Therefore one who trembles at the word of G-d should be

very, very careful about this.
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And therefore, when a person prays, he should resolve in his heart that it is not the body, meaning

the animal soul that is brought into being, that prays, but only the soul that is a part of G-d above

that prays; it speaks within him the words of the prayer and all the matters said in it.
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And he is to do nothing except let his ear hear the song and the prayer that it [the soul] sings and

praises. And when he resolves this in his heart and does so, this service is called “receiving the face

of the Shechinah.”
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Meaning: the service of the Community of Israel, which pleads and casts itself down before G-d, is
called “the face of the Shechinah,” and a person’s hearing its song and prayer is called “receiving
the face of the Shechinah,” like a vessel that receives what is within it.
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Meaning, [his hearing] is nothing but a garment for it. And there is a bad vessel that cannot receive
the good [things] within it and spits them out.
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That is, he cannot bend his ears and his heart to understand the words of the prayer and the ser-
vice. This is called “not meriting to receive the face of the Shechinah,” which is the work of the evil
inclination and its schemes, to push him away and turn him aside from following G-d, “lest he hear

with his ears and understand with his heart, and return and be healed.”
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And this is [the meaning of] “the Song of Songs”: “songs” is the individual [aspect] of Israel, each

one separate from his fellow, and “the Song of Songs” is the Community of Israel; and the discern-

ing will understand.
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And this is [the meaning of] “Be praised (hishallelu) in His holy Name.” For at first glance the ex-
pression hishallelu is not understood, since it is a passive form, like nishba (sworn) and ne’echal
(eaten), which implies that the quality of praise is drawn into them. But on the contrary, they are
the ones praising G-d, and it should have said “Praise (hallelu) His holy Name.” So what is [the

meaning of] the expression hishallelu?
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But the matter is according to what is written, “Ado-nai, open my lips, and my mouth shall declare
Your praise.” The explanation of this verse will be understood by way of an analogy.
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Now, when a person prays, most of the time he needs great toil in contemplation until he is stirred
in his heart. And sometimes he needs no toil at all: as soon as the oneness of G-d and His greatness
rise in his thought, the heart is drawn of itself into being stirred, without his knowing who draws it

with cords of great love.
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And it seems a wonder in his eyes: from where did the devotion, with the heart’s desire, come to
him, of itself and spontaneously, etc.? But the matter is that it is written, “So that glory may sing to

You and not be silent.”
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And it is written, “G-d, let there be no silence for You,” and the Zohar explains that it refers to the
level of Malchus (sovereignty), which sings constantly: “the lower light calls constantly to the up-

”: “I”

per light and is not still,” etc. And this is [the meaning of] “And I am prayer (ani) is the level of

Malchus, which is the level of prayer, etc.
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And the level of Malchus comprises ten Sefiros: Chochmah, Binah and Daas, the emotive attributes
(middos), and speech. And from the level of speech were drawn the Ten Utterances, which are
clothed in the worlds, and especially in souls and angels, etc., who receive not through so great a

concealment, etc.
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Now, when there is a revelation of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) in this praise of the attribute of

Malchus, that is, the revelation is in Chochmah, Binah and Daas and the emotive attributes, reach-

ing even the level of speech within Malchus, as it is written, “So that glory may sing to You,” etc.,

“Let there be no silence for You,” etc.
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Now, by way of analogy, in man below: when he prays with the heart’s desire and a revelation of the
heart’s yearning, then the words come out from the depth of the heart, [like] flashes of fire, and a
word that comes out from the heart enters the heart of the listener, until he too is stirred by it. This

is not so if the speech is cold, etc.
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So too it will be understood by analogy above, regarding “And I am prayer,” of the level of Malchus,
which is the level of Chochmah, Binah and Daas and the emotive attributes within Malchus, reach-

ing even the level of speech,
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which is the level of the letters, the power of the Maker within the things made, the souls and an-
gels, [which] shine as a revelation of G-dliness, [like] words that come out from the heart, etc.,
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until this level shines also in the souls below, which are drawn of themselves to be stirred and for

one’s heart to be set aflame for G-d without toil. And this is the level of love and awe that are drawn

from above, [as it is written,] “a service of gift I will give,” etc.
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This is not so at times, when the level of the supernal speech is not drawn down below in a revealed

way, as it is written, “I was mute with silence,” [and] “like a ewe (rachel) before her shearers is

mute,”
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and also because of a person’s physicality and coarseness, so that he has no vessel to receive this
revelation. That is: receiving the awe and love (dechilu u’rechimu) that come from above comes
about through his first arousing love and awe in his soul.
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And this is the matter of “Ado-nai, open my lips.” The level of the Name Ado-nai, which is the level
of Malchus, is what opens the lips of the person who prays.
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“And my mouth shall declare (yagid) Your praise”: the expression yagid denotes drawing forth, as
in the analogy of one who draws water from high to low, where the water flows of itself and the per-

son only brought it about by tilting the vessel of the upper waters.
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So too, the praise and acclaim with which the soul praises is not by virtue of the soul’s own com-
prehension, as though it were the one that drew forth something; rather, the praise is “Your
praise,” Your own essential [praise], from the attribute of Malchus, and “my mouth” is only the one

that declares and draws it forth, as a mere indirect cause.
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That is, the mouth of a person is a vessel for the resting of the supernal speech, etc. And this is the
matter of “hishallelu in His holy Name,” in the passive form, and it does not say hallelu:
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that is, when there is a revelation from above, then [the verse] says to the souls and the supernal
angels, whose praise and acclaim are in their comprehension of the living G-d, that their praise is
not their own, such that it would say hallelu; rather, this quality of praise is drawn to them from
above, and their mouth declares His praise, may He be blessed, which is drawn into them from
above.
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(And therefore this verse, hishallelu, was said when they brought the Ark to Jerusalem, for then,
through the revelation of G-dliness in the Ark, which is the level of “awesome in praises” (nora has
the letters of aron, “ark”), as written in Sefer Hadras Melech, section 77, through this a revelation

of the quality of praise was drawn into them, so that it would be hishallelu, etc.)
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(And see Zohar I, at the end of 153a, on “And the cows went straight (vayisharnah),” [and]| Zohar II,
138a.) From all this the matter of “the Song of Songs” will be understood, as above.
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