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“The voice of my beloved! Behold, he comes, leaping (medaleg) over the mountains, skipping

(mekapetz) over the hills. My beloved is like a gazelle, etc.” Now, we need to understand the change

of wording: of the mountains it is written medaleg (“leaping”), and of the hills mekapetz

(“skipping”).
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Now, this verse was said about the Exodus from Egypt, when the redemption came by a leap: from
four hundred years to two hundred and ten years, as is written in the Midrash on Shir HaShirim, on

this verse.
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To understand all this: we say in the Haggadah, “This matzah that we eat—on account of what? On
account of the fact that the dough of our fathers did not have time to become leavened before the

King of the kings of kings, the Holy One, blessed be He, was revealed to them and redeemed them.”
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Now, at first glance this is not a sufficient reason, for this revelation, when the King of the kings of

kings was revealed to them, was after midnight, as it is written, “And it came to pass at midnight,
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Yet the eating of the matzah that we eat (and so too with the Pesach in Egypt) must be specifically
before midnight, according to the one who holds that the Pesach offering is eaten only until mid-

night; and of the Pesach offering it is said, “With matzos and bitter herbs, etc.”
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To understand all this: our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “Before the world was created, there
were He and His Name alone.”
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For the life-force of all the worlds, which is drawn from Him, blessed be He, is nothing but the level
of light and radiance alone, from Him, blessed be He; as, by way of analogy, the radiance of the sun

or the radiance of a candle, which does not touch the essence at all.
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The proof [of this]: even if there is an intervening screen, so that the radiance cannot spread forth,
nevertheless there is no change whatsoever in the essence.
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So too Above: the G-dly power that gives life to all the worlds is called by the name “light,” for it
does not touch His essence, blessed be He, at all, and effects no change in Him, as it is written, “I,

Havayah, have not changed”; and “You are He before the world was created, etc.”
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It is also called the level of a “name,” as it is written, “Let them praise the Name, etc.” And as, by
way of analogy, a person: when he is by himself he has no need of a name at all; [he needs it] only
for others, so that they may call him by his name, and it does not touch his essence at all.
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So too the level of the G-dly power that gives life to all the worlds is only the level of a name alone,

and it does not touch His essence at all.
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And it is called the level of “King.” As, for example, a king over his country: his essence and being
are not contained in and spread through the whole country; only his name alone, in that he is

called king over them.
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So too Above: that G-dliness gives life to all the worlds is only the level of Malchus (sovereignty): in

that He is King over them, He gives them life and brings them into being; that is, His Name,

blessed be He, alone.
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But His being and essence, blessed be He, is not within the bounds of drawing down and revela-

tion, for He alone is exalted and holy, etc.: “You are He before the world was created, etc.”
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Now, in the old version it was written, “You are He before You created”; and now the version is “be-
fore [the world] was created, etc.”
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And the correct [version] is this one, for this is the wording of the verse, “Let them praise the Name,

etc., for He commanded and they were created, etc.”
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The difference between “You created” and “was created” is this: “You created” implies that the es-

sence too is drawn into this level; as, by way of analogy, when a person thinks about and studies
some matter, his essence too is drawn into this thought, so that he thinks of nothing else.
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But with Him, blessed be He, it is not so: it does not touch His essence at all, but is only by way of a
mere radiance and illumination; and so it is as though it were created of itself, for it effects no

change, Heaven forbid, in His essence at all.
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Therefore this version, “before [the world] was created, etc.,” is correct (and as the Shelah wrote in

the Introduction, page 3b);
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and as with the radiance of the sun from the sun: it is not fitting to say that the sun shines its radi-
ance; rather, the radiance is drawn from the sun of itself.
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So too Above: when it arose in His will, blessed be His Name, to create the world, He emanated and
drew down from the level of His light, blessed be He, which does not touch His essence, blessed be

He, at all, but only by way of a mere radiance and illumination.
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And this illumination is the source of the life-force and the coming into being of all the worlds. And
so it is only as though “He commanded and they were created” of themselves, for they bear no

comparison or relation to Him, blessed be He, at all.
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This is [the meaning of] “Your kingship is the kingship of all worlds”: for there are two levels,
namely the level of “Your kingship” and the level of “the kingship of all worlds.”
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The explanation: “the kingship of all worlds” is that which gives life to all worlds, and it is the level
of His Malchus alone, etc. And there are several worlds, Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah; for it is writ-
ten, “Everyone that is called by My Name, and for My glory, I have created him, I have formed him,
indeed I have made him.”
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“I have created him” is the level of Beriah (Creation), namely the level of the souls, which are the

level of Beriah; for Beriah is truly something from nothing,
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as, for example, thought is the level of Beriah, since it is truly something from nothing: for before
one thinks, the letters did not exist at all, and afterwards, in the level of thought, the letters are

there.
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So too, the souls of Israel “arose in thought,” etc.; therefore they are called the level of Beriah. “I
have formed him” is the world of the angels, who are the level of Yetzirah (Formation), for they are
the level of speech: “By the word of Havayah the heavens were made, and by the breath of His
mouth, etec.”
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As with speech, which is drawn from thought: for what a person thinks, he speaks; and it is not the
level of something from nothing, but only the level of something from something;
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only, what was at first in the concealment of thought is now revealed in speech. And it is only the
level of matter and form: matter is the concealment, the hylic potential, and form is the revelation;
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and therefore it is called by the name Yetzirah (Formation), etc. (as is written about this elsewhere,

in the discourse beginning “Who can count” in Parshas Balak, and in the discourse beginning “Re-

turn, O Israel”).
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“Indeed I have made him” is the level of the World of Asiyah: the stars and the constellations, etc.
And all the worlds mentioned above receive their life-force only from the level of a name alone:
“Everyone that is called by My Name, etc.”
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And all this is the level of “the kingship of all worlds.” But the level of “Your kingship” is as the level
of Malchus is nullified within His essence;
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as, by way of analogy, the radiance of the sun as it is included in the sun itself: there it is not seen at
all, but is nullified within its essence, and its light and radiance are discernible and seen only on
the earth, etc.
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This is [the meaning of] “Before the world was created, there were He and His Name alone”: that is,
His Name was included in His essence (and see what is written about this in the discourse begin-
ning “Blow the shofar at the New Moon,” and in the discourse beginning “The Song of Songs,” and
in the explanation on “I am black, yet comely”). And this is also the meaning of “the King of the

kings of kings, the Holy One, blessed be He, was revealed to them,” etc.
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“King” is the level of “the kingship of all worlds,” which gives life to all worlds: the level of radiance
and a name alone, etc. And the level of “King of the kings of kings” is the level of “Your kingship,”

as it is included in the level of His essence: He and His Name alone.
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(And see the Pardes, in Erchei HaKinuyim, the entry “Melech” (King): “And what sits better with
us,” etc.; see there.) And this is what was revealed to them then: the level of “Your kingship,” which

is above the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus), the level of His being and essence, etc.
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And this is why the Exodus from Egypt took place then. For Mitzrayim (Egypt) is the level of
meitzar (constriction) and limit: just as the physical world is a limit, a journey of five hundred
years, and even the world of the angels is the level of limit, “And the host of heaven bow down to

You,” the level of yesh (a [separate] something), etc.

W 9123 NI°M2 07 K99 17920 SW ANDINK M5 P8 55 90 D123 Nvna TN Mnwan oy an

TNAYTS D123

And the world of the souls, too, is the level of limit, for “every tzaddik is burned by the canopy of
his fellow”; consequently they are the level of limit, and there is a limit to their comprehension.
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And when the King of the kings of kings, etc., was revealed to them, the level of “He and His Name
alone,” which is above the chain of descent of the worlds, the level of His being and essence, then

the Exodus from Egypt took place, etc.
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(And see what is written on the matter of the levels of Egypt and of the Exodus from Egypt in the
discourse beginning “In the third month after the Children of Israel went out of the land of Egypt,”
and in the discourse beginning “I am Havayah your G-d, who brought you out of the land of
Egypt,” at the end of Parshas Shelach.)

Texe] PPIIRY TP RIT RN PIPY L3R DIORD 0°997% 10 T %1903 NA (e TP 07D 1AM 2

137 DYV TY KPR RAR NPT YTI° P3N 1R (1 mmy 710 K7Y0 277 M1972) [1973% 039751 1M

2. Now, in order that there be this level of revelation, they had to eat matzah. The matter of matzah
is like what our Sages, of blessed memory, said (Berachos, folio 40, end of side a): “A child does not
know how to call ‘Father’ and ‘Mother’ until he tastes grain.”
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Now, there is in grain a power through which the child can recognize his father and mother. So too,
through matzah they recognized G-dliness, the level of His being and essence: “Know the G-d of

your father,” a term of recognition and feeling, etc.
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Now, there are two levels of matzah. The first was before midnight, and this one requires guarding:
“And you shall guard the matzos,” etc.
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And the second is the level of “before [the King| was revealed,” etc.; there it is said, “The dough of

our fathers did not have time,” etc., for it does not come to leavening at all.
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We need to understand the matter of chametz and matzah. Chametz is the level of elevation and
self-exaltation, and it has taste. Matzah is the level that has no height or self-exaltation at all, and it

has no taste at all,
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as our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “If one swallowed matzah, he has fulfilled [his obligation].”
So too in divine service, the matter of matzah is the level of self-nullification (bittul): “Nullify your
will,” etc. And this was the level of the first matzah, which they ate before midnight, namely an

arousal from below, the level of “Nullify your will,” etc.;
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the level of subduing (iskafya), etc. (and see what is written about this in Parshas Vayakhel, in the

discourse beginning “Take from among you an offering”), so as not to be the level of the coarse-

ness of kelipah: “Though you soar as high as the eagle, etc.”
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And, as is known, the level of coarseness is called “the father of all fathers of impurity,” for it is the
source of all the desires, etc. Therefore, in the level of “Nullify your will” there is of itself the level

of subduing, as it is written, “And you shall eradicate the evil,” etc.
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And this is through the level of matzah, also in the sense of matzah u-merivah (“strife and con-
tention”), for it is a great war to nullify the yesh (the sense of self), etc. And in this level of matzah

there was also the level of maror (bitter herbs): “With matzos and bitter herbs they shall eat it,”
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for this level of matzah, the level of “Nullify your will,” they could not reach except through the lev-
el of maror, the level of bitterness, etc.
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For according to the arrangement of the [seder]| plate, the maror is in the middle, the level of the
middle line. Yet at first glance the maror should have been on the left line, for it is the level of

Gevuros (restraints), etc.
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(As is explained in Sefer Shel Beinonim [the Tanyal, chapter 31, and as is also written) (below) in
Parshas Bamidbar, in the discourse beginning “And He spoke,” etc., on the matter of the three

Levites. Merari is the level of bitterness (merirus), etc.; see there.

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/shir-hashirim/13/ 10

14



LIKKUTEI TORAH - SHIR HASHIRIM - MAAMAR 13 nkalaial 7737 J‘?TD Rl h Rtk 1?117'“

12 N19%22 NI°1A7 KXITYT XW °D (79725 131991 arnn) SPRIN [(37R9) 1790 "vIpoa| N”P'?: =)
1172 °12 R DR RW1 27y 7IR°22 9902 17390 wrnn

And so it is in the Likkutei Torah of the Arizal, Parshas Naso, and it is from the level of Gevuros,

etc. And see what is written on the matter of Merari in the explanation on “Take a census of the sons

of Gershon.”
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However, it is in the middle line for this reason: because the level of bitterness arouses the drawing

down of abundant compassion. For compassion applies only to one who is at the lower level and is

not well off;
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but for one who is at the higher level and lacks nothing at all, compassion does not apply to him at

all. And for this reason the level of compassion is the level of the middle line.
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To arouse abundant compassion is through the level of bitterness: when one contemplates with his

intellect how the life-force of all the worlds is only the level of radiance and a name alone,
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but His being and essence, blessed be He: “I, Havayah, have not changed”; “You are He before the
world was created,” etc.,
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the level of “He and His Name alone,” and [the worlds] effect no change in Him, for He has no be-

ginning and no end, etc.
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Then he will pour out [his heart] in the bitterness of his soul, and he will come to great bitterness

over how far he is from G-dliness; and through this he arouses abundant compassion, etc.
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And as we say every day in [the blessing] Yotzer Or, “The King who alone is exalted,” etc.: that is, as

mentioned above, “How manifold are Your works, Havayah; in wisdom You have made them all,”

etc., is only from the level of “the King,” the level of Malchus, a name alone.
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But “who alone is exalted,” etc., means: as He is alone, the level of “He and His Name alone,” He is
exalted, for He has no comparison and no change at all: “There is none to compare to You,” etc.,

“who is elevated since days of old.”
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If so, there is great cause for compassion on us; and therefore we say, “In Your abundant compas-
sion, have compassion on us,” etc.
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(And see what is written about this in the explanation on “And behold, a candelabrum of gold.” And
this is what is said of Channah, “And she was bitter of soul,” and through this, “And she prayed to

(al) Havayah”; see what is written in the discourse beginning “None shall miscarry.”
°29M2) L1012 P2AR AR 7772 1NOR 1PAyn wrny Anwp 1h°Ra awm ot o 2¥1 19 1MI7IR% N
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And this is “And they embittered him,” etc., and through this, “But his bow abode in strength
(eisan)”; see what is written on the matter of eisan in the discourse beginning “See, I set before
you.” And “with my sword and with my bow” means “with my prayer and with my supplication.”)

And this is the matter of maror [as] the middle line, etc.
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And through this one can come to the level of matzah mentioned above, the level of “Nullify your
will,” etc., the level of subduing (iskafya), without taste and without any self-exaltation or eleva-
tion. And it requires guarding, “And you shall guard the matzos,” so that it does not come to leav-
ening, Heaven forbid, [that is,] elevation and self-exaltation
55 17392 (x ®72p7) (P2 pon a2l 2712 1999 AR 79 Y [ooeeon »o9ya) 2”0YA 07782 1°3)
L2 0797 .D9MNMRY
(and see the Pardes, in Erchei HaKinuyim, the entry “And one guarding”; and see the Zohar, Part
II) (131a), on the matter of “a night of guarding” (leil shimurim) (and 38b);
X 772 WA 1Y D 19 RIVIP DRAW® 013 17 KINDD 0°MInT P2 MIwiws 223 NUwRI2 27N
2 299p15 17nwN %19 51279 DR DRI %12 X

and at the beginning of Parshas Bereishis, concerning “as a lily among the thorns”: “to encircle
her, the Community of Israel, and to guard her,” etc. And see what is written in the discourse be-
ginning “Command the Children of Israel: My offering,” etc., “you shall guard to offer to Me.”
Y7IRT 7973 R 1D PYAW 7702w 527 139071 13 TIWN W AW (75735 0anat 1wman vnke] 2PTIRY
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For our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “‘Guard’ refers to Mishnah,” etc.; and that is because in
the Oral Torah there is the revelation of the supernal will, etc.; see there.
199871 19K TAR 91272 0WY 9121 7772 (200w an oo Dy WPRAY 1271° 19927 %12 7Y 077902 Ty N
M2 MY DR QNRwI 13 ']'? ilel7alvaleld) 5y (2 27%1 17) APY 7”9 N1292

And see further in the Pardes, the entry “Matzah”; his words will be understood according to what
is written in the discourse beginning “‘Remember’ and ‘Guard’ were said in a single utterance.”
And see the Midrash Rabbah, at the beginning of Parshas Eikev (folio 292b), on the verse “And
Havayah will guard for you,” etc.; “And you shall guard the matzos,” etc.

LTANWDY 172Y7 27V RPN WURY 19WN "NINAW DX 71770 R 1N

And see what is written at the end of the discourse beginning “My Sabbaths you shall keep,” and

what is written elsewhere on “to work it and to guard it.”
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LIKKUTEI TORAH - SHIR HASHIRIM - MAAMAR 13 nkalaial 7737 J‘?TD Rl h Rtk 1?117'“

TR T O3 QOVY DR 1Y (xnnbT xmaynx] NPPTYNAR NI TNWRD 187 9032 930 700 N
219 079911 9951 7R 01PRY DAY 2Py D112 oA TP %K N2 NN AnKR 99

And all this was the level of the first matzah, the level of an arousal from below, which Israel per-
formed; and through this there came afterwards, after midnight, the level of the second matzah,

the level of self-nullification, through the King of the kings of kings being revealed to them, etc.

nann B9 IRt 270% IRA TIRY D90 9100 119798 TIORW 10 NPEA POROM ROW RO T %R 0
"5 QDY 1w
And the level of this matzah is “the dough did not have time,” etc.: it needs no guarding at all, for it
does not come to leavening at all, because [the King| was revealed to them, etc.
731712 01PRY 19A1 B9 MIRYINT 17230 N1°na 070 Xah P1o° 1PRW "NoNR 51173 12 RO
0°9%1 NRX° 7%
And it is the level of true self-nullification, which cannot come to the level of elevation and self-ex-
altation at all. And this level was revealed to them so that the Exodus from Egypt could take place;
KD 09915° 1777 KD $17°3 MIDOOPI 12 DOYPIWN TIRN [PDW 737N DRIWS IR 1w nnnn 03
19 QDY 1P 7Y 31 °nan
for since Israel were then at a very low level, sunk among the kelipos, as is known, they could not
go out from this level until [the King] was revealed to them, etc.;
TPYnoR M99 197 99 $93 M1 112 7177 KDY 10 NRYD 099107 17 D 19173 TIRA M9 070 5N
TI°1 9779 K22 9010 XY $715 9172 AARA nonb
and through the revelation of so great an illumination they were able to go out, etc. And there was
no maror in it at all, for it was a revelation from above to below, a great illumination, as mentioned
above, and it could not come to leavening.
D7y D71 ¥R MM °2 1Ay MY wray) aoynd qunbn onTay () Un INwRIT 3n PR
.0°37 2°17 97Y% 10 110 099718 1 1351 (N1%7 SoRN 01 NV

But [with] the first matzah, their service was from below to above (and see what is written further
on the matter of the two levels of matzah mentioned above, on “Six days you shall eat matzos”);

therefore they needed maror, etc., to arouse abundant compassion.

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/shir-hashirim/13/ 14

16



LIKKUTEI TORAH - SHIR HASHIRIM - MAAMAR 13 nkalaial 7737 J‘?TD Rl h Rtk 1?117'“

13°M1AR 971 DR D937 170 [ow Sy) WY 12 [ov Sy 7Y DOPOIR AR 191972 DORIR 1KY 1

0°9%n2a

And this is what we say: “This maror that we eat—on account of what? On account of the fact that the
Egyptians embittered the lives of our fathers in Egypt.”
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“Our fathers” are the emotive attributes (middos), as is known, and “the lives of our fathers” are
the intellect (mochin) within the middos; and the level of Egypt embitters the middos, etc. (And see

what is written about this in Parshas Shemos, in the discourse beginning “The voice of my
beloved.”)

13 077370 NN DY RPT 2 0”7 5y 39T X2 AT 0T T7117 210877 2 129 INYI 2

3. Now the explanation of the verse “The voice of my beloved! Behold, he comes, leaping over the
mountains,” etc., will be understood; for it refers to the Exodus from Egypt, etc.

51? NP1 1T 72TRT 1277 °12 13%°77 "NRwa 51;7 RP?17 13°RY P08 'ﬂW‘?J nAWNT N2 RN 77'I|7 B
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The explanation: kol (“voice”) is the level of drawing down, in the language of the verse. And it is
not necessarily a physical voice, that is, the level of speech; on the contrary, that is called the
“small voice” (kol zuta), which is drawn from the middos into speech, [through] the five articula-

tions of the mouth, etc.

RDP RP1 D737 RO 9Ip NI°M32 0 YANYR RPT ARNYID KPP N1°02 1170 700 871 9173 9Ip v
YANWR DT K9P X7 97317 9172 20 N1°02Y ynnwRT

And there is “a great voice that did not cease,” which is the level of the inner voice that is not heard
(kala penima’ah delo ishtema). For the level of the “small voice” mentioned above is called “the
voice that is heard,” and the level of the “great voice” mentioned above is “the voice that is not
heard.”

(27317 710) (P22 B0 1127 121 .1V”3 D701 73 B0 1IN M2 2113 2P 1Payn 1Y)

(See on the matter of the “great voice” in the Midrash Rabbah on Yisro, at the end of section 28 and
at the end of section 29; Bamidbar Rabbah, at the end of Balak) (end of folio 279).
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And in the Zohar, Part I, Bereishis (folio 50b; folio 210a); Part II (137a); Part III (261a). And see
what is written on the matter of kol at the end of the discourse beginning “Those who come, he

shall cause to take root,” and in the discourse beginning “And all the people saw.”

NN PR N0 YRS TN IV 927 Iwn 1770 L3000 Dyn PIp onY 17 apye ap Bpn T
19 1195 517

And in the discourse beginning “The voice is the voice of Yaakov,” and in the discourse beginning
“And there was a voice from above the firmament,” and in the discourse beginning “Moshe would
speak,” and on the matter of “Soon may there be heard,” etc., “the voice of the groom and the voice
of the bride,” etc.

5w 1 Rynn Down DR IR NITAN PR Dw 1 11900 M190A DR aRYann 1ownm na 1m
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And this is the level of drawing down from concealment into revelation: that is, from the intellect
to the middos, or to the intellect from above the intellect. Whatever is drawn from concealment

into revelation is called kol (“voice”), the level of drawing down.

TMINEYY AN MIPYRNYIR 79YRDY 19172 TIRT 1D 990 OnUDY 9AIY IXD RIT [0 ) 7R
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So too here: the revelation of the King, etc., to them, a great illumination that is above the chain of
descent, His being and essence, etc., is also called the level of “voice,” a drawing down from con-
cealment into revelation. (And for the explanation of “Behold, this one (zeh) comes,” see what is

written below on the matter of “And you shall tell your son,” etc., “because of this (zeh),” etc.)

RITW NIPWRNWT 9709 RPY 11997 7797 QDY X2 7T 19035 79173 TIRA N 10 0O DY A9
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9

“Leaping over the mountains,” etc.: the level of the great illumination for this revelation came
upon them by way of a leap, and not in the order of the chain of descent (hishtalshelus), which is by

way of cause and effect, where there is a proportion and relation of one to the other;
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as, by way of analogy, “From my flesh I behold”: speech is drawn from thought, and thought from
the middos, and the middos from the intellect; all this is called the level of hishtalshelus, etc.

72% WY RIT N0 10 TR OPRY PR DO%R NRYC NYWA 7O T %1903 navna Dax
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But this level of revelation, which took place at the time of the Exodus from Egypt, when the King,
etc., was revealed to them, [was] from the level of “He and His Name alone,” which is above hishtal-
shelus; and such an illumination cannot come by way of hishtalshelus, but only by way of a leap;
1959 3979 9190 21977 797 P71 awh 9997 9197 11°9RW 1300 PINAW R 97D 70 39T R 27T 10
gk
as, by way of analogy, one who leaps from one mountain to another mountain far from it: he cannot
walk there, and only by way of a leap can he leap over to it, etc.
13971 21997 777 0O ROW 50D mHnD moynn 0 TP TR 202 20Dy 193 1RO (19 m0] 9715
M1°5W 1273 71T 2172 KN

So too here: such a level and so great an illumination was revealed to them from above to below,

not in proportion to them, by way of a leap. And this is “and with great awe”: this is the revelation of

the Shechinah;

oY DRV TY (95 53] 97D MD°32 OOY 19A1 720 1w RIT P02 990 N2 anthY aPAIw 11°00
219993 29p1 %1319 NP RAD 0OPRR 103 IR WPHD T 21D D1 PITA RN

that is, the level of King, the level of “He and His Name alone,” was revealed to them, and was re-
vealed to them so openly that great awe and fear of G-d fell upon them, as it is written, “Or has G-d
ventured to come and take for Himself a nation from the midst of a nation,” etc.

WATHAY (R KX AT 7300 WRAT XHP PA9) X9NA2 w»nd1 NIAR 11°°7 0°97 N1212 02900 537 bbaia)

(v Aw9a 737 M)

“Leaping over the mountains”: in the merit of the mountains, that is, the Patriarchs, as is written in
the Gemara (first chapter of Rosh Hashanah, folio 11a) and in the Midrash (Shemos Rabbah, sec-
tion 15);
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that is, through the Pesach offering, the matzah and the maror that they ate, which are the level of

the three lines, they aroused Above the level of the supernal lights, which are Avraham, Yitzchak

and Yaakov, the middos of Atzilus; and through them came the level of the leap, the level of “and

He was revealed, leaping,” etc.
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Now, in Shir HaShirim it is said in terms of leaping, and in the Torah it is called by the term pesach
(“passing over”), as it is written, “And Havayah will pass over the doorway”; and this too is leaping
and skipping.

21901 YW 11000 M2 1190 INEn By 11907 90T 1o oypn TRD MR 717N RIT 173y
And the matter is that the Torah says to which place the leap was: “over the doorway,” that is, the
level of Malchus: “This is the gate to Havayah,” etc.;
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“The beginning of wisdom is the fear of Havayah,” etc. This is the level of Malchus, which is called

“the kingship of all worlds,” which descends to give life to all worlds.
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And the level of King, etc., was revealed, the great illumination mentioned above, in the level of

Malchus, that is, in revelation, which is called “doorway,” etc., so that there could be “and with

great awe,” that there be fear and awe of G-d; for this is what is called “This is the gate,” etc.:

1Y RIA ']'??3 NI°MaR TORT T N2 ORCDY DA IRY 27 10 ARTY NI°M2 °0 NTaYy nennmIm
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this is the beginning of the service of G-d, the level of awe, etc. Only, at that time there was revealed

to them in this level an illumination from the level of King, “He and His Name,” etc.
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And this is “and with great awe,” etc. And this is “And Havayah will pass over the doorway,” etc.:

that He was revealed to them in the level of “doorway” (and see in Parshas Emor, folio 95a, on the

explanation of “Open to me”).
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And Shir HaShirim does not say to which place the leap was; rather, it specifies in what manner the
leap was, namely “over the mountains,” etc. And there are two explanations of this:
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the first, “over the mountains”: in their merit, as mentioned above; and the second, “over the
mountains”: above the mountains, which are the middos of Atzilus, for the illumination mentioned

above was above them, namely the level of King, etc.

LK 0T NIV 15925 231701 1270127 1RR] bl uhs Nahi'mbly '?37 rapnT

4. “Skipping over the hills”: our Sages, of blessed memory, said that the hills are the Matriarchs.
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To understand this: the difference between leaping (dilug) and skipping (kefitzah) is that leaping is

with one foot and skipping with two feet, as is explained in the Mishnah, chapter 8 of Ohalos: “one
who leaps from place to place, and one who skips from place to place”
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(see there in the commentary of Rabbeinu Ovadiah of Bartenura and in the Rambam’s
Commentary on the Mishnah; and also in the Jerusalem Talmud, chapter 5 of Beitzah: “Skipping:
one lifts both his feet at once,” etc.).
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To understand this: every level of leaping and great illumination that comes from Above can be re-
vealed only in the level of “feet.”
13RI Q%2 1937 1T wURD M0 09937 a3 K7D 1931 1K NP0 N9 952 HHON At 0D
537 0177 PIRM
For this is the rule in every level of revelation: it is revealed only in the level of “feet,” etc., as it is
written, “And His feet shall stand on that day,” etc., and “the earth is My footstool”
[(7Px2) 70 201p2a] NPPDA °YY NPI0AYT By 181D 7772119 19977 2189 12T 1300 1772 vrn)
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(and see what is written in the discourse beginning “How does one dance before the bride,” etc.,
and in the discourse beginning “For the conductor, on the Sheminis [the eighth]|”; and see the
Likkutei Torah of the Arizal, at the end of Parshas Mishpatim, in the discourse beginning “The
mitzvah of appearing,” etc.).
»na PRuwn 121 1°1°7 P Niena 5717 AR 71903 NI°M22 NI3°h2 °2 130 00%an a2 v
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And there are two levels of “feet,” that is, two levels in the revelation and illumination mentioned
above: the level of the right line and the left line, the level of love and awe, etc.
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Now, through the mountains, the Patriarchs mentioned above, the illumination mentioned above

was revealed to them only in the level of love: “and his right hand embraces me.”

TRT% S22 TR0 IR 1390 0097 *22 MIYAAT DY vapRI MR 0977 DY R 9a132 39T
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And this is “leaping” with one foot “over the mountains,” the Patriarchs, and “skipping over the

hills” with two feet: that is, this revelation was in the level of awe, “and with great awe,” etc.

IRT7 2127 71903 9779 R2D 9150 BR33 2R NIONA T NITAR 19K Myaan By

“Over the hills”: these are the Matriarchs. Now, the level of love can come into revelation more eas-

ily than the level of awe.
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As is seen by experience: every person can be stirred to love in a moment, but to awe not so much,

because the level of supernal awe (yirah ila’ah) is higher in rank than the level of love, etc.
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(And see in Parshas Miketz, in the explanation on the verse “For You are my lamp,” that great love
(ahavah rabbah) is the level of the upper hei, and supernal awe is the level of the yud, etc.
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And even higher: for there are “mountains of light” (turei nehora) and “mountains of darkness”
(turei chashocha). The explanation: the “mountains of light” are the middos that are drawn from
the intellect, Chesed, Gevurah and Tiferes of Z’eir Anpin; and the “mountains of darkness” are the
middos that are above the intellect, great love, Chesed, Gevurah and Tiferes of Arich Anpin [the

Long Countenance].
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And this is the meaning of “leaping over the mountains”: that it is drawn from the level of the
“mountains of darkness,” Chesed, Gevurah and Tiferes of Arich Anpin, into Chesed, Gevurah and
Tiferes of Z’eir Anpin. And this is the meaning of “The mountains danced like rams”: the ascents of
Chesed, Gevurah and Tiferes of Z’eir Anpin and their inclusion in the revelation of the light of
Chesed, Gevurah and Tiferes of Arich Anpin; as is written elsewhere, in the discourse beginning

“The sea saw,” etc., “The mountains danced,” etc.
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However, supernal awe has its root in Mocha Stima’ah (the hidden brain), which is from the
Gevurah of Atik [the Ancient One], as is written on “For You are my lamp,” mentioned above, and as
the Ramaz wrote on Parshas Vayeishev, folio 179b. And it is higher than the level of Chesed,
Gevurah and Tiferes of Arich Anpin; and from there is drawn the level of this revelation, “with

great awe,” etc.,
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which is the revelation of this supernal awe in the level of lower awe (yirah tata’ah), which is drawn
from the level of “the kingship of all worlds.” And of this it is said, “And Havayah will pass over the
doorway,” etc. And this is the meaning of “skipping over the hills”: the level of the right line and

the left line, etc.
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And it is written, “With wisdom He founded the earth; He established the heavens with understand-
ing,” etc. And heaven and earth are the level of the Patriarchs and the Matriarchs, etc. Therefore
supernal awe is drawn specifically in the merit of the Matriarchs. And see what is written on “Set

me as a seal,” on the matter of “When awoman conceives and bears a male.”)
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Now, to understand why through the Patriarchs the revelation was only in the level of love, the level
of one foot, while through the Matriarchs the revelation was also in the level of awe, with two feet,
etc.:
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at first glance, the Patriarchs are of a greater rank than the Matriarchs, for they are the level of

givers, the male level, while the Matriarchs are the level of recipients, the female level.
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But the truth is this: it is certainly so that they are the level of recipients; but in one level they are

higher than the Patriarchs, and they are the givers.
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For of Sarah it is said, “Whatever Sarah tells you, listen to her voice,” for Avraham had to receive
from her; and as our Sages, of blessed memory, said, Avraham was secondary to Sarah in prophe-
cy. And of Rivkah it is said, “very (me’od) fair to look upon,” without limit; “and she went down to

the spring, and filled her pitcher (kadah), and came up.”
Q7 0°980 772 1121 NI°N2Ww 71°Y7 7701 ¥°8Wn N1°N2 10 02 An°Aw M2 '|’1??JJ‘? ox ANw nRRm
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“And she said, ‘Drink, and your camels too,’” etc.: for she too was the level of a giver. And “she went

down to the spring”: for the level of Chochmah, the twenty-four books, is the level of a descent in
relation to her (and see what is written about this in Parshas Toldos).
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To understand this: our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “Three the Holy One, blessed be He, gave a

taste in this world of the World to Come: Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov, for of them it is said ‘with

everything,’ ‘from everything,’ ‘everything,’” etc.
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Now, of the future it is written, “A female shall encompass a male”: that is, the level of the recipient
will be elevated and will be above the level of the male, the giver: “A woman of valor is the crown of
her husband,” etc.,

(13 [mrn ow] 7177 DWNA 19YR2 WA (72 ow) 172 W) 13 790N 72WNN2 wYn 710w NN

because “last in deed, first in thought,” etc. (the Name Ban [52] has its root above the Name Mah
[45], etc.).

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/shir-hashirim/13/ 23



LIKKUTEI TORAH - SHIR HASHIRIM - MAAMAR 13 nkalaial 7737 J‘?TD Rl h Rtk 1?117'“

AR 10 MIANRKan D”?:PTJ AW 1T N2 70 02 Oo%N 1o '[D’?'l X217 0?1y P91 12°307 MARAY *1am)
SN2 ww P D”?Di‘)?ﬁ NI°12 [x3p12] °P13 D212 0 MITNARA SR
And because the Patriarchs were given a taste of the World to Come, therefore they too had this lev-
el, that they received from the Matriarchs, etc.; even though the Matriarchs were certainly the level
of Nukva, the level of recipients. Only, there are two levels:
[nn k] IR N3°123 29nD qunbn Dax .0°9apn NITARTY DOY°Dwn NI1ARMT 10 Rk aoynbn
M2 Awyn 710 7XTN2 moy! NIRRT 10T
from above to below, the Patriarchs were givers and the Matriarchs recipients; but from below to
above, in the level of returning light, the Matriarchs were higher in rank: “last in deed,” etc.
"5y PI0D BY TIR%221 PRIN NR 1R PI0D DY1 7125 B3 DY 3 p10D DY IR 1Pt wrnyl)
(N2
(and see what is written below, in the explanation on the verse “For over all the glory,” and on the
verse “Let me see your appearance,” and in the explanation on the verse “Spring up, O well”);
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for so it is with all the attributes of holiness: “their end is embedded in their beginning,” and the
beginning in the end, for in the end there is [something] of the level of the beginning: “last in
deed,” etc.,
1Y (10 % T AR "R0D D°Awn 27y w”ndI) "D 1a7T1M2 710 XIA nPYhnwnn nvnam
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while in the order of hishtalshelus it is last in rank, etc. (as is written on “The heavens are My
throne and the earth is My footstool,” etc.). And this is Above, the levels of Patriarchs and

Matriarchs.
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And below too there are the two levels, namely Torah and mitzvos. In one respect Torah is greater,
as our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “Study is great, for it leads to action”: that is, through the

wisdom of the Torah one knows how to perform the mitzvos, as is known;
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and if one does not do so, but in another way, it is not a mitzvah. And in the second respect the
mitzvah is greater: “Study is great, for it leads to action”;
122 R0 NIRRT WY °19%2 11°° 1D Owynan RDR APy wATAn R21 719172 RO nwynn Nxnl
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it follows that the action is greater, and “it is not study that is the main thing, but action,” etc. And
that is because the root of the mitzvos is in the level of Keser, “620 pillars of light,” as is known: the
613 mitzvos of the Torah and the 7 of the Rabbis are 620, whose root is in the level of Keser. And as
it is written, “and wisdom gives life to its owners (be’aleha),”
mwyb AR Q°%YTY° T7INT N0 I 13°°0T NIXNAA 101 1Ronn Ny HLA«‘Y?:'??D o122 13°°17
mxnan
that is, in the level of from above to below, wisdom gives life to the mitzvos, namely that through
the wisdom of the Torah one knows how to perform the mitzvah;
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but nevertheless the mitzvos are the owners of the wisdom, for the root of the mitzvos is higher in

rank than the level of Chochmah, etc. (and see what is written about this in the discourse begin-

ning “I have seen, and behold, a candelabrum of gold”).
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And this is “leaping over the mountains”: in the merit of the Torah, for the Torah too is called a

mountain: “The mountains shall bear peace.” And the Torah is called peace: “Havayah will give

strength to His people; Havayah will bless His people with peace.”

YW TPTET WY 7O DIPW 973 IR MIZRM 10 0 Iyt 01Pw OP 2w mwye otyna it IR
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“Or let him take hold of My strength, that he may make peace with Me; peace he shall make with

Me,” etc. And the mitzvos too are called peace: “And the work of righteousness shall be peace,” etc.
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For there are two levels of peace, from above to below and from below to above. And through the
Torah the level of the illumination mentioned above was revealed in the level of love, which is the
level of one foot.
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“Skipping over the hills” is in the merit of the mitzvos, for the mitzvos are called hills, as it is writ-

ten, “and the hills, through righteousness,” etc.
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And through the mitzvos the level of the illumination mentioned above, the level of “He and His
Name alone,” etc., was revealed in the level of two feet,
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that is, in the level of awe as well, because the mitzvos in their root are higher in rank than the level
of the Torah, etc.; therefore through them it can be revealed in the level of awe as well.
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And all this is in the level of the Exodus from Egypt. And it is written, “Behold, he comes,” a term of
the present and also of the future: for then too there will be the level of this revelation and great il-
lumination which is above the level of hishtalshelus, the level of a leap, as it is written, “As in the

days of your going out of the land of Egypt, I will show him wonders”;
0937 NR°Y° NI°M22 790w 110 101977 RPDIN K95 123 10w NIRDDI T 119123 19N 137007
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that is, in this level there will be revealed wonders that were in the level of the wondrous, hidden
and covered, as it was in the level of the Exodus from Egypt, etc., when there was revealed to them
then, from the level of King, etc., “the most hidden of all hidden” (sesimu dechol sesimin), so that

it was in revelation, “and with great awe,” etc.
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So it will be in the future too: “I will show him wonders,” etc. And see what is written elsewhere on

the explanation of “who has dealt wondrously with you.” And that is: through the Torah and mitzvos

that we perform now, we draw down this level;
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only, now it is not in revelation, and in the future this level will be in revelation: “And all flesh shall
see,” etc. (And see what is written on “For the mountains shall depart,” etc., “but My kindness shall

not depart from you,” etc.)
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el
5. “My beloved is like a gazelle,” etc. Now, our Sages, of blessed memory, said that He is compared
to a gazelle: just as a gazelle turns its head backward, etc.
oYY ARY RYPTY 77ROM2 RPY 09907 903 1170 199IKRD AWRT IR 10 03 19YRD RIT TN 1
1IN naenan
And the matter of this analogy is that Above too He “turns His head backward”: that is, the level of
“wise, but not with a known wisdom,” and even above the level of Chochmah,
NIZN 12 1377 D7INR NI°M22 PRPNwN T7° RMn DY X°DAT KNDA23 1°9°5NT RNDPIP 11717
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namely “the skull of the tefillin,” “the Skull (Gulgalta) that covers the brain,” descended and came
down by stages into the level of the back, that is, the level of the mitzvos, which are all in physical
things, such as tzitzis and tefillin, in the level of the back, etc. And their root is from the level of
Keser, [which is] 620, etc.;
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that is, His simple will, which is above the level of Chochmah, even above the level of “wise, but not
with a known wisdom,” etc., was drawn down and enclothed in physical things below, specifically,
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such as all the mitzvos, etc. (and see what is written about this, too, in the discourse beginning

“And the king extended to Esther,” etc.). And all this was on Pesach, the level of the Exodus from

Egypt, the level of a leap, etc.,
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for Israel were not worthy of this, since in Egypt they were in the utmost lowliness, and there was no
arousal from below at all; rather, it was revealed, as it were, of itself, in the level of a leap, etc.
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But afterwards it is said, “Arise” (kumi lach), that is, the level of the Counting, “Today is the first
day of the Omer,” etc. For Israel would count all the days of the Counting, forty-nine days, and that

is to purify all the middos; for, as is known, there are seven middos,
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and each one is comprised of seven, and that is forty-nine. And this was their preparing themselves
to be the level of a vessel to receive the level of G-dly revelation that would come afterwards on
Shavuos, at the Giving of the Torah, when there was also revealed the level of revelation that is

above hishtalshelus, the level of Keser, etc.;
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only, then G-d was revealed “face to face,” etc., for then Israel too were in the level of “face,” the

level of avessel to receive G-dly revelation, through their service and through the Counting, etc.
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And that is through an arousal from below. But it was not as it was on Pesach, the level of matzah,

etc., “the dough did not have time,” etc.
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And on the contrary, on Shavuos they would bring leavened bread (and that is because the middos
had been refined, etc., and then self-exaltation is only in the level of holiness, “who is elevated
since days of old,” etc.; and as is written about this concerning Shavuos, in the discourse begin-

ning “And G-d spoke,” etc.; see there).
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And this is “Arise”: the level of rising from below to above, which refers to the level of the Counting
after Pesach, so that there be the level of “face to face.” And in the future there will also be the level
of this revelation which is above hishtalshelus, “the most hidden,” etc.: “I will show him wonders,”

etc.
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