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“This Leviathan You formed to play with.” It is stated in Midrash Rabbah, Parshas Shemini, section
13: “Behemoth and the Leviathan are the hunting contest (kenigon) of the tzaddikim in the Time to

Come,” etc.
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“Behemoth strikes the Leviathan with its horns and tears it apart, and the Leviathan strikes

Behemoth with its fins and stabs it,” etc. “But have we not learned: ‘All may slaughter, with any-

bR

thing one may slaughter, and at any time one may slaughter, except with a harvesting sickle,’” etc.,
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until: “An innovation in Torah will go forth from Me.” [That is,] the Holy One, blessed be He, will
then permit this slaughter, that the Leviathan should slaughter the beast with its fins.
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And this Behemoth is the wild ox (shor habar). (As is written in Targum Yonasan on Psalms, chap-

9,

ter 50, on the verse “Behemoth on a thousand mountains”: “and the wild ox (tor bar),” etc. And see

Bava Basra, folio 74b [and] 75a.)
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To understand this hunting contest of the Leviathan with the wild ox: the explanation is that there
are two kinds of tzaddikim. The first are those who are hidden, whose service is in spirituality; that
is, in the intention of the heart, to bring about supernal unions (yichudim), and on the level of

ascents.
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For example, Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai when he was in the cave for thirteen years, when he certain-
ly could not fulfill a number of practical mitzvos in deed,
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since they were nourished only by “a carob tree and a spring of water that were created for them.”
If so, he did not fulfill the eating of matzah on Pesach, Kiddush over wine, the esrog, the sukkah,

etc.
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Likewise the Arizal, of blessed memory, was also of this level as well. (That is to say, along the lines
of what is written in the Zohar, Part III) (folio 187b), on the verse “And may they multiply like fish,
abundantly, in the midst of the land”; whereas the other fish of the sea (nunei yama), which are not

on land but only in the sea, refer to the angels, etc.
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The second are those tzaddikim who are revealed, whose service is in physicality: in fulfilling the
practical mitzvos and “You shall rejoice on your festival,” which is also a drawing down of supernal
lights, “the appointed times of Havayah”; and the joy is the revelation of the Infinite Light (Or Ein

Sof), blessed be He, which is drawn down and revealed
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(and as is written above in Parshas Tzav). And this drawing down is through the mitzvos in actual
deed specifically, as our Sages, of blessed memory, said that in the time of the Temple “there is no
joy except with meat”;
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that is, the mitzvah of the peace-offerings of rejoicing (shalmei simchah) that they would bring on
every Yom Tov, etc.; “and now there is no joy except with wine,” as [will be explained] below.

RPR 171279937 193977 29197 11910 7Y NID1021 N7 OY MIYIAWAY %7 5V n0DI MOWNIT P
993 Pwnn?

The main drawings-down are: on Pesach, through matzah; on Shavuos, through the Giving of the
Torah; and on Sukkos, through the sukkah and the lulav and its species. Without this it is impossi-
ble to draw down at all

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/shemini/1/ 3
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(but Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai, who was of the level of the Leviathan and of “the fish of the sea that
go on dry land,” as mentioned above, drew down these drawings-down when he was in the cave
through unifications and ascents, etc., as mentioned above).
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Now, in truth, it is impossible to reach (in Yiddish, an rirn [“to touch”]) His G-dliness, may He be
blessed, through physical service, but only through the spiritual service
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of the tzaddikim mentioned above. They are called “fish of the sea” (nunei yama): just as these fish

are covered by the sea, so they are of the level of the hidden world (alma de’iskasya). They exist in

every generation; they are the hidden tzaddikim, etc.
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And they are the ones who connect the worlds to the Infinite One (Ein Sof), blessed be He (and

along the lines of what they said: “David would connect the Torah above with the Holy One, blessed

be He”). This is the meaning of “Leviathan,” which is a term of connecting, as in “This time my

husband will be joined to me,” etc.
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(Gloss:) (See the first chapter of Avodah Zarah, folio 3b: “In the fourth [three hours] He sits and

plays with the Leviathan, as it is said, ‘This Leviathan You formed,’” etc. And see Shemos Rabbah,

section 15, folio 132b, on the subject of “this Leviathan,” etc.;
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and in the Zohar, Part I, Vayechi, folio 247a; Shemos, 11b; Beshalach, folio 50b; Acharei, folio 58a;
Shelach, 174a. And see Emek HaMelech, Shaar 14, chapter 14, folio 84, column c.)
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Now, the fourth [set of] three hours is called “close to Minchah,” as is stated in the Gemara at the
beginning of the chapter Arvei Pesachim; and “Yitzchak instituted the Minchah prayer.” It is
known that “Yitzchak” is a term of laughter and play (tzechok and sechok), as it is written, “G-d has
made laughter for me”; and as is explained about this in the discourse beginning “And I will return

in peace.”
P%% 53 X "2 AN3n 17°2 K27 17 0P 17772 703N > w’ny) 1D T.ﬁ’f? oy prwn 2w® IR 73171

,(X"¥D X"npT) MIT2I0°D3 1791 11 NRDYM 121y RITW MR 790

Therefore at that time He “sits and plays with the Leviathan,” etc. And see what is written on the
meaning of “Minchah” in the discourse beginning “And he took from what came to his hand a gift
(minchah),” etc. Also, [it is] because Yitzchak dug wells, which is the matter of raising mayin

nukvin (feminine waters); and see Parshas Toldos (folio 141, end of side a).
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Now, the matter mentioned in the Gemara (at the beginning of chapter 6 of Berachos) is explained
elsewhere: that the section “And it will be, if you will listen” is not yet called “doing the will of the

Omnipresent” as is fitting (see there in Tosafos).
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This is because “with all your might” is not said in it, as it is in the section of Shema. That is: for
there to be the drawing down and the revelation of the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol
almin) within the light that fills all worlds (memalei kol almin), which is what is called “doing the

will of the Omnipresent,”
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this comes specifically through “with all your might,” without limit, etc. And this is the level men-
tioned here: that to reach and to draw down the level of “This time [my husband] will be joined,”

etc.,
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is through the spiritual service of the tzaddikim who are called “fish of the sea”; which is not so
without the level of “with all your might,” even though it says, “And it will be, if you will diligently

listen,” etc., as mentioned above.
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Along these lines our Sages, of blessed memory, said in the first chapter of Avodah Zarah (there):
“Since the Holy Temple was destroyed there is no play,” etc.; and as is written in Parshas Terumah
(166b)
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on the subject of “And the river will be parched and dry”; and in Bereishis (folio 6b); and what the
Ramaz writes there (folio 6a) regarding “‘To the far one’: this is Yaakov.”
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One may further explain this according to what is written in the writings of the Arizal: that through
Torah and mitzvos one draws down the union of Z’eir Anpin (the emotive attributes) and Nukva
(the feminine / Malchus), but drawing down the union of Abba and Imma (Chochmah and Binah),
which is the drawing down of a new light from the Infinite One, blessed be He, is specifically

through self-sacrifice (mesirus nefesh).
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This is the matter of the recital of the Shema: to give over one’s soul at [the word] “One.” And see

what is written on this in the explanation on the verse “And I will be sanctified in the midst of the

children of Israel,” in Parshas Emor.
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And this is the meaning of what is said here, that this drawing down is specifically through spiritual
service, which is of the level of the Leviathan, namely, the joining of the yesh (something) to the

ayin (nothing), etc.,
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on the level of self-sacrifice at “One”; and through this they draw down [the state of] “my husband
will be joined to me.” (And see what is written at the end of the discourse beginning “And Lavan
had two daughters,” on the subject of “my husband will be joined,” and in the discourse beginning
“Take a census of the sons of Gershon.”)
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It can also be said that the meaning of the spiritual service of the souls that are of the level of the

Leviathan is along the lines of what is written in the Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim (section 98,

paragraph 1):
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that the stripping away of physicality is close to the level of prophecy, etc.; and like the matter ex-
plained in Pri Etz Chaim, Shaar 16, chapter 1, about the Arizal: “If I were to expound for eighty

years,” etc.
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Now, our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “Since the Holy Temple was destroyed there is no play,”
etc. “In the fourth [three hours], what does He do? He sits and teaches Torah to schoolchildren.”
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(And see what is written elsewhere on the verse “And all your children shall be taught of Havayah.”
And see the Pardes, in Erchei HaKinuyim, the entry “Keruvim”; and keruv means ke-ravya, “like a
child.” And see what is written in the discourse beginning “If only you were as a brother to me,”
and see what is written in Parshas Vayetzei, 156, and in the Mikdash Melech there.) End of the

gloss.
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However, since this world is physical, there is therefore a need for tzaddikim whose service is in
physicality, to fulfill the practical mitzvos. This is what our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “One

pillar, and Tzaddik is its name,” upon which the world stands.
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(And see what is written in the discourse beginning “I will sing to Havayah,” and what is written in

the explanation on the verse “And the Jews took upon themselves,” and on the verse “The land is

very, very good.”) And “whatever there is on dry land there is in the sea”; for in truth there must be

both this and that.
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For the movement of the tzaddikim who are called “fish of the sea” is wondrous and very lofty. Just
as, by way of analogy, fish swim in the sea, so they swim, and in a single flight reach higher and
higher; and it is much greater than the service of the tzaddikim who are in physicality, “joy with

meat,” etc., which is all lower in rank.
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Whereas their movement is like the analogy of a fish of the sea that swims from one end of the

world to the other: so is their movement in spirituality, in a single flight (in Yiddish, mit ein shup
[“with one push”]),
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they rise and reach higher and higher. And this is not at all of the level of fervor and boiling of the
blood, like the service of the tzaddikim mentioned above who are in physicality, joy with meat, joy

with wine, the level of “flashes of fire” and flame, etc.;
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but, on the contrary, with coolness of the blood and with calm. (And see what is written in Biurei
HaZohar, Vayera) (112a), on the verse “And moreover, she is indeed my sister, the daughter of my

father,” etc.,

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/shemini/1/ 8



LIKKUTEI TORAH - PARSHAS SHEMINI - MAAMAR 1 12 PR Naxe I nmb

15 9yn TPYNnD DOy NNR 70°12 OPwn 9173 79w 9701 P13 MINIT DR MY 1772 v
571

and what is written in the discourse beginning “When you kindle the lamps,” on the subject of “By
your life, yours is greater than theirs.” And in a single flight they reach higher and higher, etc., as
mentioned above.
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It is impossible to explain this matter in speech: how and what it is. Therefore Rabbi Shimon bar
Yochai, while he was in the cave, did not fulfill a number of practical mitzvos, as mentioned above;
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rather, all was in spirituality, above the level of joy with meat, etc. And this is the meaning of the
fins of the Leviathan (which are called flosh-federn), with which it swims from one end, etc.
TAnDR WY INYPT TONYRY 97 21372 YT O D0 PR 1nv1D DY Ty 1910 0 107
.1°9°9102 VAW 127 NW Oy

Therefore the whole world stands upon the Leviathan, which encircles the whole world, as is known
from the words of our Sages, of blessed memory. And in the Time to Come the Leviathan will wage

war with the wild ox and will slaughter it with its fins.
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For the service of the tzaddikim of the second level is called “the wild ox,” “the face of an ox on the

left,” except that it is bar: pure and refined, etc.

19 9w22 KPR IRw PRI 07197 A0 DAY 10 NITAYA TwYR2 onTIay 03 730 0

For even their service in physical deed, such as the “You shall rejoice on your festival” of Yom Tov,

and “there is no joy except with meat,” etc.,
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is not in its plain sense, that one should eat the meat of the ox to fill one’s belly, G-d forbid, and de-

light in it; rather, it is the level of elevations, like the peace-offerings of rejoicing from physical

meat,
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which, in the time of the Holy Temple, were literally “a pleasing fragrance to G-d.” In the same way
is the joy with the meat of Yom Tov, as it is said, “And may they rejoice in You,” etc., “in You”

specifically; except that it is phrased as a request, because our Holy Temple was destroyed, etc.
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This is called “the wild ox” (shor habar), from the expression “pure of heart” (bar levav), meaning
refined and pure meat; that is, the joy unto G-d that is born of it, with flashes of fire and fervor, etc.
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Yet even so, it is a small matter compared with the wondrous movement of the tzaddikim who are

called Leviathan, because it comes from something physical and limited, etc.;
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whereas their movement, in which they reach higher and higher in a single flight, with coolness
and calm, is infinitely greater. Therefore the Leviathan will slaughter the wild ox.
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That is, it will elevate it through its flight. This is [the meaning of] “with its fins,” for in them and

through them is its main ascent, etc.,

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/shemini/1/ 10
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which is above the power of the tzaddikim who are called the wild ox on their own. (And see the
Pardes, in Erchei HaKinuyim, the entry “Leviathan,” on the subject of the fins.)

AR Ny N°5y1 ONTI2Y NNX N33 %9 131’11?1'! NR 7199° 927 W 03 NRRA IR

In truth, however, the wild ox will also elevate the Leviathan, for in one respect their service is

more exalted, even though
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it is on the level of physical service: after all, this is how it must be according to the Torah, “You

shall rejoice on your festival,” and “there is no joy except with meat and wine,” etc. And from this

aspect itwill elevate [the Leviathan].
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And this is what the Holy One, blessed be He, will show the tzaddikim in the Time to Come: their
service in this world as a whole (klalus), that both of them alike are good; in this respect this one is
superior, and in that respect that one is superior.
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(Gloss: One may further say that it is called the wild ox (shor habar) in the manner of “And much
produce comes by the strength of the ox,” and “In all my days I did not call my ox ‘my ox,” but my
ox ‘my field’”; and the Torah is called “the first of His produce”; and all this is drawn down through
the strength of the ox. Therefore these tzaddikim are called by the name shor habar.
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One may further say: it was explained above that the level of these tzaddikim is the matter of “one
pillar, and Tzaddik is its name,” etc.; and this is the level of Yosef the Tzaddik, and he is called an
ox, as it is written, “His firstborn ox, majesty is his.”) (And as is written in the Zohar, Parshas
Shemini, folio 38b, and in the Mikdash Melech there.) End of the gloss.
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Now, the Leviathan will slaughter the wild ox with its fins, even though nowadays such a slaughter

is completely flawed because of the interruption, etc.; but in the Time to Come it must be so
specifically.
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For the matter of this slaughter is the level of the ascents of the wild ox higher and higher through
the Leviathan, which elevates it with its fins. Therefore there must be an interruption in between,

since it is impossible for the entire ascent to take place all at once,
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as is known that there are a number of chambers (heichalos), the Chamber of Merit, the Chamber
of Will, etc., and it is impossible for all the ascents to be at one time; rather, [there is] an interrup-

tion between one chamber and the next.
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Therefore the Holy One, blessed be He, will permit this flaw. (And see what is written elsewhere on
the ascent of prayer by way of the supernal chambers, etc., in the explanation of the matter of “the
mezuzah on the right”; and from what is written there it will be understood here as well.) And the

wild ox will elevate the Leviathan by piercing it with its horns.
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