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To further explain the matter of Simchas Torah
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To further explain the matter of Simchas Torah, namely, that the Torah should be joyful, etc.: It is
written, “Wrapping [Himself in] light as a garment”; for the light of the Torah is the level of a gar-
ment that joins the spiritual with the physical.
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(See what is explained about this on the verse “And you shall see it and remember,” etc., and in
Iggeres HaKodesh, section 19. And on the theme of “Wrapping [Himself in] light,” see the Midrash
Rabbah on Vayakhel, chapter 50; Zohar I, 31b at the end of the column, and 142b; Zohar II, 164b.)
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For the existence of all physical things, and their coming into being from nothing to something, is
through the Torah of the World of Asiyah (Action): all the physical things written in the Torah, those
[words] themselves are their life-force and their existence. And there are some of them that are not
written explicitly,
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but are alluded to by some hint, or through combinations of the letters of the Torah; and through
that hint or combination they receive their life-force and existence.
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And this is [the meaning of] the expression of our Sages, of blessed memory, “The Sages spoke ba-
hoveh (of the usual case),” that is, of the his’havus (coming into being) of the thing: the coming

into being of that thing is through the Sages’ having spoken of it in our Torah, etc.
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Now, just as there is a Torah of Asiyah, to bring physical things into being, so there is a spiritual

Torah, which is studied in the Higher Garden of Eden, as our Sages, of blessed memory, relate in
the story of Rabbah bar Nachmani: “If the baheres (bright spot) preceded the white hair,” etc.
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For this is certainly not a physical baheres, which is tzaraas of the body; for if so, why would they

need to study this in the Heavenly Academy?
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Rather, the matter is this: a baheres is “intense as snow” because in that place there is no redness
from the blood, which is the soul; and the baheres is what holds back the circulation, the flow and
the spreading of the soul and the life-force in that place.
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And so, too, is the matter of all four appearances of nega’im (afflictions) and their derivatives. And
that [a spot] dimmer than these is pure, “It is a bohak (a dull white spot) that has broken out on the

skin; it is pure,” is because there is already some flow there of the blood, which is the soul, etc.
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Now, spiritually, this matter is segiru dinehora (the shutting-off of light), which holds back the flow
of influence and the life-force from above; and in this there is a study of what thing holds back the

flow, to the point that one cannot enjoy the radiance, etc.
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And so, too, with the whole Torah, spiritually; as it is written, “As an apple tree among the trees of
the forest, so is my beloved among the young men,” where the beloved is likened to an apple be-
cause of its colors, etc. And so with all the matters. The upshot is that the Torah is the garment that

joins from world to world.

RITWIY W20 M9 1190° w0 03117 NAIREN TWYI 27712 wI2D RITWD QIR w125 Dwnk mam

T1°9¥T DTN $19°25 99 11207 12 VIR 12 WRNWwR DINT PRI NI P NN

Now, by way of analogy: a person’s garment, when he is dressed in it, becomes an adornment for

him, and there is also an advantage and elevation in his wearing it; but when it lies in a corner and
the person does not use it, decay takes hold of it. So too, as it were, with the Supernal Man,
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[of whom it is said,] “And upon the throne, a likeness like the appearance of a man,” etc.: when He
clothes Himself in the Torah, that is, when the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, is drawn
into it, then the Torah is in a state of joy and delight: “And I was (va’ehyeh) [His] delight”; and
ehyeh is in the future tense, etc.
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(The explanation of the matter that the Torah is a garment is as explained in Sefer Shel Beinonim
[Tanya], chapter 52): that it is impossible for the worlds to bear and receive the light of the
Shechinah (Divine Presence), etc.,
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without a garment that conceals and hides, etc. And what is the garment that can hide it and yet not
be nullified out of existence in its light? It is His will and His wisdom, may He be blessed, which are
clothed in the Torah and its mitzvos, etc. And this is the chamber of the Holy of Holies in each
world, etc. And see what is explained at the end of the discourse beginning “You shall keep My

Shabbosos,” on the theme of “and revere My Sanctuary.”
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A summary [of the discourse] on the verse “On the eighth day, [there shall be] an assembly
(atzeres).”
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(1) On Rosh HaShanah we say, “This day is the beginning of Your works.” The chain of descending

worlds (hishtalshelus), one from another, is through many intermediaries.
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The lower Garden of Eden is the intermediary between the spiritual worlds and this world; there-
fore it is called “the beginning of Your works,” that is, the beginning of the World of Asiyah
(Action).
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“A remembrance of the first day”: [the day] that is before the hishtalshelus, namely the level of
Keser (the Crown), which is the intermediary that joins the flow of the Emanator, the Infinite One
(Ein Sof), blessed be He, to the emanated [levels], as is explained about this in the discourse begin-
ning “Eliyahu opened,” in Parshas Vayeira, and in the Siddur, in the explanation of the verse “You
have set all the borders of the earth.”
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(2) Now, the descent of the souls into this world is for the sake of an ascent. That is: for “I am
Havayah, that is My Name”: [Havayah is] the level of a name alone, as explained in the elucidation
of the verse “Return, O Israel.”
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And this is [the meaning of] “Then you will delight upon Havayah”; and see what is explained on
the verse “And Chanah prayed upon Havayah,” in the discourse beginning “None shall miscarry.”
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And those who merit the revelation of this delight do so through teshuvah (return), for teshuvah
preceded the world, which is drawn forth from the Name Havayah; and this is the matter of Yom

Kippur: “Before Havayah you shall be purified.”
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(3) And by the power of this teshuvah, it is drawn down on Shemini Atzeres to become Simchas
Torah, that is, to gladden the Torah through the joining of the levels of the Written Torah and the
Oral Torah; that is, that the Written Torah, which is from the level of Chochmah (wisdom), of which

it is said, “I will become wise, but it is far from me,”
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and which is called “the instruction of your father” (see the Ramash at the beginning of Parshas
Pinchas), and which is the level of “and what are we,” the level of “And wisdom, from where
(me’ayin) shall it be found,” should shine in a revealed way, like the level of the Oral Torah, which

is called “the teaching of your mother,” which is from the level of Binah (understanding).
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And this is the matter of joy, which is revelation. And this is [the meaning of|] “From Havayah,”
which is Chochmah, “this (zos) came to be,” [zos being] the level of the Oral Torah. And this is
through the power of teshuvah, which is the level of “Before Havayah you shall be purified.”
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And see what is explained on the theme of Chochmah, the intellect (mochin) of Abba, which is the
superiority of Shabbos, which is called “holy” (kodesh), over Yom Tov, which is called “a holy con-
vocation” (mikra kodesh), which is the intellect of Imma; for the festivals are “for joy,” from the
level of “the mother of the children is joyful”; in the discourse beginning “This matzah,” etc.
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And see what is explained in the discourse beginning “Give ear, O heavens,” on the theme of Yom
Kippur, the day of teshuvah, which is called “a Shabbos of Shabbosos” (Shabbos Shabbason); and
as explained in the discourse beginning “It is a Shabbos of Shabbosos for you” (see there), that it is
the level of the Holy of Holies, which is above the level of “holy” and the intellect of Abba.

M3 N2 DAY (b ann] 277 TIN0 DR 1RYD 7790 DN DR wn Tt a0 0Ty PR 120 e
2now mmoy] PPWNRY ANHAY RO 0°127 ORW TUY RWN 7Y MY 19733 RN 7010 RART 1Pmm

VW2 0% DNIARW 71770 (o795

From this it will be understood how, through this power, it is drawn down to become Simchas
Torah, to gladden the Torah; that is to say, that the level of Chochmah and the intellect of Abba, too,
should shine in a revealed way, which is the matter of joy, just as “the mother of the children” is joy-
ful; and as explained above, at the end of the discourse beginning “You shall draw water with joy.”
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(4) And this is [the meaning of] “As a man whom his mother comforts,” that is, the Oral Torah, “so
will I comfort you”: that in the time to come there will be a revelation of the inner dimension (pn-
imiyus) of the Torah, the level of Eden, and “a spring shall go forth from the House of Havayah”;

and see what is explained in the discourse beginning “You shall draw water with joy.”
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And see what is explained on the verse “And I pleaded,” on the theme of “Let me cross over, please,
and see,” etc. And this is the matter of “to the far one” who has become near, as explained in Zohar
I (Toldos, 142b): “From a distant place he brought [it] near to him”; see there, in the Mikdash
Melech.
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Therefore this is drawn down by the power of teshuvah (return), which is also the level of “the far
one” who has become near.
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(5) And this is [the meaning of] “This day made Havayah” (zeh hayom asah Havayah). The level of
“today” (“Today, if you will listen to His voice”), which is the level of “the first day,” is what is drawn
down into this world specifically through teshuvah; like the matter of “the beginning of Your
works,” which is “a remembrance of the first day,” for “their end is wedged” specifically “in their

beginning.”
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And this is [the meaning of| “I have this day begotten you”: specifically “this day.” And from the
level of “this day” it is drawn down so that the Name Havayah is “made”; and see Iggeres

HaKodesh on the verse “And David made a name.”
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Now, the Torah is called “Wrapping [Himself in| light as a garment,” for the light of the Torah is the

level of a garment that joins the Infinite One (Ein Sof), blessed be He, to the worlds;
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for the Supernal Chochmah (wisdom) is also the level of an intermediary that joins the Infinite
Light (Or Ein Sof) with the worlds, as mentioned in the discourse beginning “For Avraham has not

known us.”
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And through teshuvah (return), one brings it about that the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be
He, is drawn down and clothed in the Torah, in the way that King David, peace be upon him, would
join the Torah above with the Holy One, blessed be He; and see what is explained in the discourse
beginning “My dove, in the clefts [of the rock].” Therefore, through this, the Torah is joyful be-

cause the Infinite Light, blessed be He, is clothed in it; and this is Simchas Torah.
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And through this joy one also brings about the revelation of the Torah, the level of “the far one”
who has become near. And this is [the meaning of] “It shall be an assembly (atzeres) for you”: a
gathering and coming together to their root, which is the Supernal Chochmah (wisdom) and Binah
(understanding), called “the instruction of your father,” etc., and “the teaching of your mother,”

etc.
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Accordingly, “This day is the beginning of Your works” is the intermediary between the spiritual

worlds and physical Asiyah (Action), and it too is drawn down through “a remembrance of the first

»”

day.
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And from this, on Shemini Atzeres, the drawing down of “Wrapping [Himself in] light as a gar-

ment” is completed: this is the Torah, the intermediary that joins the revelation of the Infinite Light

(Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, into all the worlds, upper and lower.
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And on the theme of “Wrapping [Himself in] light as a garment,” see the Midrash Rabbah on
Bereishis (chapter 1; the beginning of chapter 3), on Parshas Bo (chapter 15, [folio] 131d; the be-
ginning of chapter 17),
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on Vayakhel (the beginning of chapter 50); Zohar I, Bereishis (31b, at the end of the column), Lech
[Lecha] (90a), and in Sefer Hadras Melech (sections 120 and 146), Toldos (142b), and in the
Mikdash Melech there;
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Zohar 11, Parshas Bo (39b), Mishpatim (98a, at the end of the column), Terumah (164b), Pekudei
(245b). And on the theme of salmah (garment), see Me’orei Or, the letter Shin (section 45).
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