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The matter of the libations (nesachim). It is written in Parshas Tzav (7:18), “And if any of the flesh

of the sacrifice of his peace-offerings is at all eaten,” etc. And our Sages, of blessed memory, said

(in the first chapter of Zevachim, 13b [and] 28b, and in other places)
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that “the verse speaks of two eatings,” etc., “and one is the eating of the altar.” Now we need to un-

derstand the matter of the offerings that they would offer upon the altar, “from the cattle,” etc.
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And why is it called by the name “eating,” as mentioned above, and as it is written (Leviticus 3:11),
“the bread of the fire-offering to Havayah”; and it is written, “My bread for My fire-offerings,” etc.?
Ty 17T 1”7’71:17:&7 (R v”n 1210) T’D’W’? T N2MAT 7Y 1°°1 1°2021 AW 0°3011 1PAYy %279
12921 98°1 RDD [17IRDD RIT WK 2N

And [we need] to understand the matter of the libations: they would pour the wine upon the altar,
and it would go down into the shissin (the cavities) (Sukkah 49a), which are hollow and go down to
the deep (tehom). This is seemingly a wonder, the opposite of the offering,
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which is the level of ascent: one would slaughter the bull or the lamb, the level of the animal (chai),

and take its life-force from it, so that the life-force rises upward;
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and also the thick cloud of the offering rises upward. But the libations are from the vegetable [king-

dom], and they bring down below, to the deep. And why are the libations specifically wine?
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Also, the offering is not “a pleasing fragrance” except together with the libations, as our Sages, of
blessed memory, said (in the second chapter of Berachos, at the end of 14b): “Whoever recites the
Shema without tefillin,” etc., “is like [one who offers] a sacrifice without libations.” And see what is

written further on this at the end of the discourse beginning “And Moshe assembled.”
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The explanation of the matter is according to what is written, “And wine gladdens the heart,” etc.,
[and] “Shall I give up my wine that gladdens Elokim,” etc. For joy is the level of the revelation of
what is hidden: through wine, or “on the day of his wedding” and [in] the joy of his heart, what is
hidden and the secret places of his heart go out from concealment into revelation.
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For in everything that exists there is the level of the inner dimension (pnimiyus) and the level of
the outer dimension (chitzoniyus). The inner dimension is the level of receiving its flow and its
life-force, and its cleaving to its cause. And the outer dimension is the level of bestowal upon what

is other than itself. For “there is no blade of grass,” etc., “that has no mazal,” etc.
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Now, in every fruit, herb or grain there are two aspects: the taste of the fruit, which is the spiritual
aspect, and the very substance of the fruit itself.
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And in the aspect of the taste there are two powers. [One is] a power to receive its flow from the
stars on high, which are what make [things]| grow, as it is written, “And from the bounty of the sun’s
produce, and from the bounty of the moons’ yield.”
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So too, each individual star makes an individual herb grow. And [the other is| the power of bestow-

al, to bestow its flow and its taste into the body, the matter, of the fruit. And so too, “one higher than

the high.”
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So too in the level of the animal (chai): its life-force, which is the inner and spiritual aspect, cleaves
to its cause, which is the level of the face of the lion [and] the face of the ox in the Chariot
(Merkavah).
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As is known, the face of the lion is the source of the soul of the wild beasts, and the face of the ox is
the source of the soul of the domestic animals, etc. And the life-force that gives life to the body and
the flesh
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of the animal is the level of the outer dimension (chitzoniyus). In the same way in the level of the
human soul: the root and inner dimension (pnimiyus) of the soul cleaves to its cause, the level of
the face of man, to receive its life-force; and the outer dimension of the soul is the bestowal that
gives life to the body.
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So too regarding the angels it is written, “and they receive from one another”: the power that an

angel has to say “Holy” it receives from above, as it is written,
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“For one higher than the high watches, and there are higher ones above them.” And they also “give
permission to one another,” which is the level of its bestowal upon another angel besides itself,

who receives its flow from it.
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In the same way in the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus) as a whole. And this is [the mean-
ing of] what is written in Etz Chaim, that the whole chain of descent, cause and effect, is from the
level of the outer dimension, etc. (That is to say, the order of the chain of descent is that the outer
dimension of the higher becomes the inner dimension of the lower, whereas the inner dimension
of the higher does not descend below to the lower. And as is also written on this in Iggeres

HaKodesh, at its end; these are its words:
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“And further, as it is written, ‘But My face shall not be seen’: the inner dimension of the higher

cannot descend below, only its outer dimension and the level of the back (achorayim), which is the

‘fallen fruit’ (novlos) of the Supernal Chochmah (wisdom).” And see on this also in the discourse

beginning “There are sixty queens,” etc.)
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Thus in all existing things there is the level of the inner dimension (pnimiyus), which is from the

word panim (face) (and see in the Zohar, Emor, 93b, on [the verse]| “Seek My face”), whose meaning

is an expression of turning (poneh), [as in] “For they have turned to Me,” etc.,
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[and] “Do not turn,” etc. This is the level of every cause that turns toward and cleaves to its own
cause. And the outer dimension is the level of the bestowal of its flow outward. And there is an in-

termediate level, which is in the level of its essence, which joins the two powers mentioned above.
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(It may be said that these three levels are Chochmah, Binah and Daas; Chesed, Gevurah and
Tiferes; [and] Netzach, Hod and Yesod. And see Etz Chaim, Sha’ar 26, chapter 1. And perhaps this is
also the matter that in every vessel there are three levels, inner, middle and outer, whose mne-
monic is SaTaR: sof, toch, rosh (end, middle, head), as is written elsewhere.) And these three pow-

ers are the levels of Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov.
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For Avraham, the level of Chesed (kindness) and of water, which comes down from above, is the
level of the power of bestowal; Yitzchak is the level of fire, whose nature is to rise; and Yaakov is the

level of “the middle bar,” which runs through and joins the two powers as one.
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And this is the matter of “And wine gladdens the heart of man.” The meaning is that wine arouses

the revelation of the inner dimension (pnimiyus) of the soul, from concealment into revelation.
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This is because wine is hidden and concealed in its grapes and comes out from concealment;
therefore its nature is to arouse the revelation of what is hidden. And whoever drinks wine, his face

turns red, which is the revelation of what is hidden.
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That is, the vital soul is enclothed in the blood, and wine arouses the revelation of the inner dimen-
sion of the blood; and as a matter of course, the inner dimension of the vital soul, which is en-

clothed in the inner dimension of the blood, is also revealed.
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But if he drinks too much, sleep overcomes him. This is because of the abundance of the revelation

of what is hidden: the vessel cannot receive the great light of the revelation of the inner dimension.
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2. And now we will come to explain the reason that the offerings are called bread and food. For the

function of food is to join the life-force of the soul with the body. And although in the power of the

soul itself there is the power of extension to give life to the body,
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even so it does not accomplish its effect except through bread, as it is written, “And bread sustains
(yis’ad) the heart of man”; and it is written, “And sustain (sa’adu) your hearts” (see Rashi’s com-
mentary). The meaning is that bread supports and raises the heart to receive the life-force from the

brain
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(for sa’ad is a matter of supporting, so that it should not fall, as in “to establish it and to support it”)
(in Isaiah, chapter 9), that is, so that it should not totter.
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This is after the food has been refined in the stomach: the waste and the outer part of the food are
pushed outside and go out by way of the intestines, while the choicest part of it rises to the heart

and to the brain; and then life-force comes down from the brain to the heart and to all the limbs.
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By way of this analogy it will be understood Above. For it is written, “And You give life to them all”:
the life-force of all the worlds is after the pattern of the life-force of the soul in the body, in which
there is the level of the inner dimension (pnimiyus) and the outer dimension (chitzoniyus), as

mentioned above; and the joining is through the level of bread (and see shortly below).
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And this is the matter of the offerings. And the food must first be refined; this is the matter of what
is written, “And all my innards, [bless] His holy Name,” [and] “My innards yearn for him,” etc.
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For there are angels that are the level of eyes, “the eyes of Havayah”; and there are [angels] in the
level of ears; and there are [angels] in the level of innards, which are the ones that refine, etc.,
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so that the waste is pushed outside, which is the level of outer bestowal, which descends through

many [stages of] the chain of descent (hishtalshelus) until it makes all grass and grain grow, as it is

written, “And from the bounty of the sun’s produce,” etc.
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And the choicest part rises to the heart, which is the level of the Throne of Glory, which is the myri-
ads upon myriads of the camp of Michael in love and the camp of Gavriel in awe, which as a whole
are called the heart. So that through the offerings, “from the cattle, from the flock,”
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support is given to the supernal heart, so that it rises to receive life-force from the brain: “a pleas-
ing fragrance to Havayah.” That is, the level of the animal rises into the level of the face of the ox;

and it is written, “And the Chayos carry the Throne,” etc.
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(And this is [the meaning of] “and on the day of the joy of his heart”: “this is the building of the
Holy Temple.” For concerning the Holy Temple our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “‘The place
(machon) of Your dwelling’: aligned (mechuvan) opposite Your dwelling,” that is, the Holy Temple
Above, which is the level of the Throne of Glory, as is written in Etz Chaim, Sha’ar Kisei HaKavod.
And see the Zohar, Part 111, Shelach, 161b, that it is called “the Holy of Holies,” etc.,
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“and there the heart dwells,” etc. And through the offering the ascent is effected, to receive from

the level of Supernal Chochmah (wisdom), and from yet higher above. And see what is written in

the discourse beginning “You have captured my heart, my sister.”)
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And this is the matter of the act of the offerings: the level of ascent, and the level of food, to join the

extension of the life-force, to give life to all the worlds, in the level of “And You give life,” etc.
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And the level of the libations is the level of drawings-down and of the revelation of the inner di-
mension, as it is written, “May Havayah make His face shine upon you,” etc.; “a libation of strong
drink to Havayah,” the level of the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin). And this is

“wine that gladdens Elokim,” etc., the level of drawing down from above to below.
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(Now, the difference between the sacrifice and the libations seemingly lies in two things. The first:
the sacrifice is ascent; and the bread that supports the heart also means that it raises it up, so that it

receives the life-force from the brain.
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The second: through bread there comes about the joining of the soul with the body in general. For
without bread the soul would, by way of analogy, depart from the body, and not even the outer di-
mension of the life-force would be drawn from the soul and revealed in the body; and through

bread there comes about the joining and extension of the life-force from the soul into the body.
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Nevertheless, the inner dimension of the life-force is still in a state of concealment within the body,

and the revelation is only the level of the outer dimension; and wine gladdens and draws down the
revelation of the inner dimension, etc.
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So too in the analogue Above: although through the offering there comes about “And the Chayos
carry the Throne,” the ascent of the level of the Heart (liba) mentioned above to receive from the

level of the Brain (mocha),
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and from this it follows that there is “And You give life to them all,” as from the heart the life-force
goes out to all the limbs, nevertheless the inner dimension of the life-force is still in a state of con-
cealment, and the revelation is only the level of the outer dimension. And for there to be a revela-
tion of the inner dimension itself, this is through the libations, which are the level of drawing down

and also of the revelation of the inner dimension, etc.
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But one could say further, according to what is written in Etz Chaim, Sha’ar 39, Derush 5: “And
sometimes the lower rises also [in] two aspects, for it takes the inner dimension of the higher as

well, and then it is truly like it,” etc.; see there.
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And what was explained above in the name of Etz Chaim, that the inner dimension of the higher
does not descend below to the lower, [means] specifically that it does not descend; but in the level
of the ascent of the lower, it sometimes rises so high that it takes the inner dimension of the higher

aswell, etc. And see what is written at the end of the discourse beginning “Return, O Israel.”
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If so, according to this, one could say that also through the sacrifice and the ascent, which is the

matter of “And the Chayos carry the Throne,” the ascent can sometimes also be so great that it
takes the inner dimension of the higher as well.
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Nevertheless, this is only by way of ascent from below to above; but for there to be a revelation of
the inner dimension of the higher actually below, this is through the libations. And this is the mat-
ter of “wine that gladdens Elokim”: it gladdens the concealment and hiding that are drawn from
the Name Elokim, so that it should not conceal and hide, so that there will be a revelation of the in-

ner dimension below.)
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(And see the Zohar, Part I, Parshas Noach, page 70, at the beginning of side b; and see the Zohar,
Part I1I, Vayikra, page 4a, on [the verse| “Drink, and be drunk, O beloved ones”; and page 7b; [and]
Vayechi, page 248a.)
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Therefore every offering had libations, for the main purpose of the ascent is for the sake of the

drawing down that comes afterward.
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And this is what our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “Whoever recites the Shema without tefillin is

as though he offered a burnt-offering without a meal-offering, and a sacrifice without libations”:

his offering is nothing, for he drew down nothing without a meal-offering and libations.
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(Seemingly, from this Gemara there is something of a difficulty for the Rambam and Rabbi Ovadiah
of Bartenura, who wrote in the commentary on the Mishnah, chapter 4 of Menachos, Mishnah 2,
that the halachah is not like Rabbi Shimon, who said, “If they had many bulls
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and they did not have libations, they should bring one bull and its libations, and they should not of-
fer them all without libations.” However, according to what is written in the book VeShav HaKohen
on Menachos there, this will be resolved; and see there, where he rejects the words of the Tosefos
Yom Tov.)
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And the matter of the meal-offering and libations is the level of drawing down Chochmah, Binah
and Daas below, etc. For oil is the level of Chochmah (wisdom): oil floats on top of wine;
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and also, oil is extracted from everything, even from stones (and this is what is called alim). This is
because “You made them all with wisdom,” etc.
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Therefore in everything there is found the level of oil, which is the level of Chochmah. And the fine
flour in the meal-offerings is the level of Daas (knowledge), as our Sages, of blessed memory, said,
“A child does not know how to call,” etc.;
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and so too they said, “The Tree of Knowledge was wheat.” And the libations, which are wine, are the
level of Binah (understanding). Thus the meal-offerings and libations are the level of drawing

down Chochmah, Binah and Daas below, and without them he drew down nothing below
,(TTHNS N°1an 79 173y M MY 77aM NOWwRT 9”RY N°A%ID O3 1100 T7ANT APYnD AR1an)
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(and it was explained above that Chochmah, Binah and Daas are the level of the inner dimension
(pnimiyus); if so, drawing down Chochmah, Binah and Daas below is the matter of revealing the

inner dimension below). And so is the matter of the Shema without tefillin.
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For the Shema is contemplation of “Havayah is One,” the soul’s expiring (kelos hanefesh), in the
level of ascent; and tefillin are the drawing down of “One” upon the physical parchment. And with-
out tefillin, where he drew down nothing but only the ascent, it is “as though he offered a burnt-of-

fering without a meal-offering,” etc. This suffices for one who understands.
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And the matter of the libation, which they would pour into the shissin and it would go down to the

deep, is according to what is written, “Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it
divide between waters and waters,” etc.,
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“between the upper waters and the lower waters,” etc. For at first there were “waters within waters,”
which were the level of spiritual waters and not physical ones (and see the Alshich, Parshas

Bereishis, on [the verse] “And the earth was tohu (formless),” etc.);

Y910 9771 °2 70 NPWRI22 N1373 1791 07 1D By Nanan 0oPR MY 2905 SN

for it is written, “And the spirit of G-d hovered over the face of the waters” (and see the Midrash

Rabbah on Bereishis, at the end of [chapter] 2, and at the beginning of Parshas Tazria),
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but rather the level of spiritual waters, which is the level of Chochmah, as is known regarding the

matter of light, water, firmament. So too, water has no color at all, etc., and “a mikveh purifies the

impure,” etc.
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And on the second day, when He divided between waters and waters, the upper waters then became
more spiritual than they had been before the division, and the lower waters became corporeal, to
be physical water. It is like the analogy of a barrel of wine: when it is mixed with the lees, the wine is

not clear and the lees are not so coarse.
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But when the lees fall to the bottom, then the wine becomes clear and the lees become very coarse.
So too, before the division there were waters within waters, and after the division the upper waters

were elevated in spirituality and the lower waters became corporeal.
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And on the third day it is said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered to one place,” which

is the deep (tehom), for they were distanced even further,
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as it is said, “The Holy One, blessed be He, rebuked them,” which is the level of gevuros (severities)
and judgments to a greater degree, and they require refinement. And this is through their welling
up from beneath the earth, from below upward: [thus] they are sweetened (see what is written in
Parshas Toldos on [the verse| “And Yitzchak’s servants dug,” and in Parshas Chukas on [the verse]

“Spring up, O well,” etc.).
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So too, for a niddah and a zavah, their purification is specifically in living waters; and so our Sages,
of blessed memory, said, “A spring purifies with any amount” (and see on [the verse] “that they
take to you a heifer”).

MYND O3 TOWNAT TP NPAPID 2 M90A YR D DITND T 1P 0501 1P 0°O01 1°1Y 1
219 901 O WP TN WP MPYS 0f 03 0910 NS 15 02 1 TN

And this is the matter of the libations: they would pour wine, and it would go down to the deep. The
meaning is that through the revelation of the level of the inner dimension (pnimiyus), the drawing
down descends even very far below, and gives them power, so that they too are able to rise into ho-

liness. And this is “In holiness pour a libation,” etc.
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And the libation is specifically with wine, because the gevuros are sweetened only in their root,
which is the level of Binah (understanding), “from which judgments are aroused,” etc.
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And the reason there is a difference in the libations between a bull and a ram, etc., as it is written,

“Half a hin shall be for the bull, and a third of a hin for the ram,” etc.:
T97° MW %19 NINXY n”by X117 991 DNL)S?TIW ﬂN‘?S?ﬂi'l Ty *0% NI ORI "2% 11007
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this is because the drawing down is in proportion to the ascent. Since the raising up of the bull is
the ascent of the very essence of the face of the ox, the drawing down from above also descends in

greater abundance, half a hin,
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and it can raise up more of the levels of the lower ones and the harsh judgments; whereas the ram
and the lamb, which are not the essence of the face of the ox, their drawing down too is only a third

of a hin or a quarter, etc.
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(And see on the subject of a quarter of a hin in the Zohar, Part III, Parshas Shelach, 162b; Balak,
page 204a, on [the verse] “And numbered the fourth part of Israel.” And on the subject of half a hin,
in the Raaya Mehemna at the beginning of Parshas [Ki] Sisa, page 187b; and see Pri Etz Chaim,
Sha’ar 21, chapter 6, on the explanation of dodi.)
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And this is what our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “And the drinking was according to the law” of

the Torah: eating more than drinking. The meaning is that the ascent is in greater abundance than

the drawing down; and as our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “No drop comes down from above

unless two drops rise up opposite it,” etc.
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This suffices for one who understands. And in the Gemara (end of chapter 4 of Sukkah, page 49a),
on [the verse| “And he also hewed out a winepress (yekev) in it”: “these are the shissin.” And in
Me’orei Or, the letter yud, section 23, [it is written] that yekev means the union of the Names
Havayah [and] Elokim, which is the numerical value of yekev.
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That is, the firmament that divides between waters and waters is the Name Elokim, along the lines
of “For a sun and a shield,” etc.
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And regarding the libations it is written, “Pour a libation of strong drink to Havayah”: they draw
down the revelation of the Name Havayah, which is the inner dimension, so as to gladden the

Name Elokim, as mentioned above. And this is through the union of the Names,
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that is, the drawing down of the Name Havayah into the Name Elokim; and this drawing down ex-
tends also into the level of the lower waters that are beneath the firmament, etc. And this is “And he

also hewed out awinepress in it.”
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And see further on the subject of yekev in the Zohar, Part I, at the end of Parshas Lech Lecha, page
96b. And in the Raaya Mehemna, Parshas Mishpatim, page 116, at the end of side a, it explains
yekev [as] yichud (union), kedushah (holiness), berachah (blessing); and see there, page 119a; and
in Parshas Pekudei, page 262a. And see what is written on this at the end of the discourse begin-

ning “And He came from the myriads of holiness.”
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