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An explanation of “And now, let [the
power] be great” (Numbers 14:17)

DEDICATED IN HONOR OF

5731 IIRDTINIY PAXS "1 927 R2IPRT 1IRAT 71290 WP
Dedicated in honor of the Rebbe’s father, Reb Levi Yitzchok

e LikuteiTorah.com

THE CHASSIDISHE PARSHA

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/shelach/4/



LIKKUTEI TORAH - PARSHAS SHELACH - MAAMAR 4 bn:n 1?1}5 nn;ﬂ Dssy 9983

5211 5730 TNV 7Y IR0

An explanation of the verse “And now, let [the power] be great,” mentioned above.
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Now, the matter of “with all your soul and with all your might,” which is the level of “those who
stand” and “walkers”: “those who stand” is the level of the enclothing of the lights in the vessels in
each world according to its comprehension, in the World of Beriah (Creation) in one way and in
Yetzirah (Formation) in another, etc. That is because it receives from the level of the Malchus (sov-
ereignty) of the light that fills all worlds (memalei kol almin).
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But in this world the souls of Israel are called by the level of “walkers,” because there shines in it
the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin), which is above enclothing in vessels; and
this is the level of “your might,” and of “and beneath are the arms of the world.” Therefore all the
refinements (birurim) are now specifically: “today, to do them.”
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For since there is a revelation of sovev kol almin, one can transform [things] from one essence to
another, as mentioned above; and for this reason [they] are called “walkers,” so that there be
“transformation from darkness,” etc.
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But in the supernal world there cannot be a transformation from one essence to another; rather, as
it is, so it shall stand, etc. (And see what is written above, in Parshas Bechukosai, in the discourse

beginning “It is explained in Etz Chaim.”)
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Now, the revelation of this level of sovev kol almin that shines in this world will be in the Time to
Come; and this is the level of “rest for the life of the worlds,” which is Malchus, the life-force
(chayus) of the worlds, which will be elevated to be in the level of rest. Whereas now there are vari-

ous ascents and descents, between Shabbos and Yom Tov or Yom Kippur, etc.
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Now, [as for] Torah and mitzvos: the mitzvos are garments, which are the level of encompassing

[lights] (makifim). For we say, “Master of our strength, Rock of our stronghold,” etc.;
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that is, the Malchus (sovereignty) of the World of Atzilus (Emanation) becomes the Atik of the World
of Beriah (Creation), and in Yetzirah (Formation), etc.; and it is called “Rock,” like the crag that

shelters from the rains, etc.
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And just as in Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah (Action) three encompassing [lights] were made from
Malchus, so in the Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah of Atzilus — which are Abba and Imma (Chochmah
and Binah), Beriah; Chesed (kindness), Gevurah (restraint) and Tiferes (beauty), Yetzirah; Netzach
(victory), Hod (splendor) and Yesod (foundation), Asiyah — encompassing [lights] are made over
them from the level of the Malchus of the Infinite One (Ein Sof), which is called the Malchus of

Adam Kadmon, which become Atik, etc.;
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for it is removed (ne’etak) from the emotive attributes (middos), which are called “days” (yomin),
and is exalted and uplifted above them. And it is from the expression “Who removes (ha-ma’atik)
mountains,” etc. And this is according to what is said, “Who is uplifted from the days of the world,”

[that is,] from the middos; and “not of all the middos —
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these — at all,” as mentioned above. And corresponding to this there are three levels in the mitzvos:

some of them depend on thought, such as “And you shall love,” etc., and some on speech, etc.

PONYT 17133 19102 wARY 07NT MAYwR Nownl TNINTW 07Nn NPRa 11nonn RNPIIR 7IM
W15 N°113% NN PONYT 70N 12 wPRY 9N22W NI RITW PIRT RNDADA NIOWNRI MR
10 NN

Now, “the Torah issues from Chochmah (wisdom)”: from the hidden Chochmah (Chochmah
Stima’ah). For the Torah is drawn from the hairs of the hidden Chochmah, within which the
Gevurah (restraint) of Atik is enclothed; and the mitzvos are drawn from the Gulgalta (skull) of
Arich [Anpin], which is the Keser (the Crown) within Keser, in which the Chesed (kindness) of Atik
is enclothed, the level of whiteness, as it is written, “the paths of Havayah”:
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like a path and a trail, which is an open space; so too, they are clear of hairs. And these are the thir-
teen paths that branch out to Z’eir Anpin (the emotive attributes),
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and as is written in the Zohar, “one path that branches out into the 613 precepts of the Torah,” as it
iswritten, “All the paths of Havayah are kindness and truth,” etc. Whereas the hairs are the level of

contractions (tzimtzumim) through the five Gevuros, the level of judgments (dinim).
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The explanation is: we see that the whole Torah is the interpretation and elucidation of the reason
for the mitzvos. For example, on the mitzvah of tzitzis there is in the Oral Torah the chapter
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HaTecheiles, and on the mitzvah and the prohibition of Shabbos there is a whole tractate. And the
Torah within that mitzvah is what limits and contracts [it], so that the mitzvah be in this manner

specifically and not in another manner; whereas the mitzvah itself,
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as it is stated in the Torah, has in it no proof that it must be specifically so. And likewise, the level of

Gulgalta, the 620 pillars of light, [are] drawings-down of G-dliness to shine into the mitzvah of

tefillin, for example, and the like;
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and that is the simple will, without reason. And afterwards, in the hidden Chochmah, the Mocha
(brain), [is| the level of the wisdom of the mitzvos; and through that wisdom the will within the
mitzvah is contracted, so that it be specifically so, etc.
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Therefore, the Torah: all people are able to grasp it, except that there are several degrees in this,
like the relation of the comprehension of Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai to our comprehension.
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But be that as it may, they are able to grasp [it]. This is because its root is from the Mocha (brain),
which is Chochmah (wisdom). But the mitzvos are impossible to grasp at all, and they are statutes
(chukim).
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Now, [as to] what Moshe asked, “And now, I pray, let [the power] be great,” etc., “as You have spo-
ken, saying: slow to anger,” etc.: for
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it is written, “And He placed him in Gan Eden, to work it and to guard it,” etc.: to draw down a reve-
lation of G-dliness into Gan Eden, so that it be grasped by the created beings, [who] “sit and

delight,” etc. And this drawing-down is through the Torah, which is called “strength” (0z)
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(see in Parshas Yisro, on the verse “In the third month,” and in Iggeres HaKodesh, on the verse
“She girds with strength”; and see the Ramaz on Parshas Emor, page 93b, on the meaning of “and
His strength”), for its root is from the hidden Chochmah (Chochmah Stima’ah), etc., from which

the emotive attributes (middos) are drawn; and through this it is revealed in Gan Eden. For,
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just as the Malchus (sovereignty) of the World of Atzilus (Emanation) becomes Atik for the World of

Beriah (Creation), so that from the level of speech, by way of analogy, it becomes thought; and as it

iswritten, “And G-d spoke all these words, saying,” etc.,
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for it becomes the level of concealment, which is called Atik; and there is an Atik in Beriah, as is
known from the kavanah of Baruch She’amar, which is before the Shemoneh Esreh, and neverthe-
less it is the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy,

qwn3 ¥7927 19K DO 270 NI MPUIRT 09T 10 KIT T 7127 YU 0K P92 KM

210 TPARD 2T PNan IwyAY 7700 Y 110 YA

and it is [the Thirteen Attributes] of Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah; and after the Shemoneh Esreh,
“And Havayah passed” is the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy of Atzilus. And from the level of these
Thirteen Attributes of Mercy of Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah [G-dliness]| is drawn into Gan Eden; and
that is through the Torah, through which, from the level of speech (dibbur), it becomes saying

(amirah), etc.
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And so Moshe asked, “And now, I pray, let the power of Ado-nai be great, as You have spoken,” etc.:
that just as through the Torah there comes to be “You have spoken, saying,” so through the mitzvos
“let the power of Ado-nai be great.”
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For the mitzvos are drawn from Ado-nai, “the law of the kingdom is law,” and their root is in the

Gulgalta (skull). And like one who throws a stone, whose power to lift the stone is revealed, so

Moshe asked that the power of Ado-nai be revealed, which is in the Keser (the Crown) of Arich

Anpin.
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For in the mitzvos there are two levels. The first is the mitzvah itself, in that through it there is
drawn down and made a union (yichud) above, through the esrog and the shofar; and this is not

service, since it has a reason, and it is like a remedy and a segulah, etc.
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However, the second level is called “the command of the King,” without reason: even if the union

were not made, nevertheless [it is] as though one had been commanded to chop wood, for example.
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And this is called “the command of the King,” for one is not to seek any reason at all, only accept-
ing the yoke (kabbalas ol). For since, from the side of [His| essence, “He alone is exalted,” etc.,
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and this is the level of the Gulgalta (skull) “that covers over the Mocha (brain),” and the chief
ground of His connection with the created beings is by virtue of His being King, as it is written,
“The King Who is exalted,” etc.;
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if so, it is self-understood that it is impossible to draw Him down except through accepting the yoke
of the kingdom of Heaven, as mentioned above; and specifically through this the union above is

also drawn down and made.
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And this is what our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “Mitzvos require intention (kavanah)”; that is,

accepting the yoke of the mitzvah, that it is the command of the King. And this is the matter of “the
power of Ado-nai”: for there are two levels, Ado-nai and “the power of Ado-nai.” The first is
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the Malchus (sovereignty) of the World of Atzilus (Emanation), and the second is the Malchus of the
Infinite One (Ein Sof), as is written in the Zohar on the verse “If You keep [account of] iniquities, Y-
ah, Ado-nai, who will stand?”: that this is a wonder, for since the iniquities reach up to [the Name]
Y-ah, Abba and Imma (Chochmah and Binah), how does Ado-nai help, which is much lower in
level?
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But in truth, this Ado-nai is the Malchus of the hidden Chochmah (Chochmah Stima’ah), and it is
called “Ado-nai, who,” which is above Atzilus, and it is hidden. And this is
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“For with You is forgiveness, so that You may be held in awe”: the well-known ten depths. And he
asked that the drawings-down of the power of Ado-nai, the Malchus of the hidden Chochmah, be

made great in the Ado-nai of Atzilus.
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(And see the Zohar, Balak, 185b, on the matter of “Ado-nai, who will stand,” and the Ramaz there,

who explains that the level of Ado-nai is in the beard of Arich Anpin, etc.; and according to what is

written [here], that it is the level of the Malchus of the hidden Chochmah:
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now, the Malchus of the hidden Chochmah is the level of the encompassing light of the first tikkun
of the thirteen tikkunim of the beard (tikkunei dikna), as is written in Etz Chaim, Sha’ar Arich
Anpin, chapter 12; and it receives from the side of the head, which is the Malchus of the Gulgalta,

as is written there, chapter 13. And this is the level of “From the straits I called,” etc.
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Therefore it is well [understood] that this level is drawn down specifically through accepting the
yoke (kabbalas ol), as is written elsewhere, in the explanation of the verse “And all the people saw,”
etc. Now, on the meaning of “who will stand,” the Ramaz there explains [it as] the Binah of Atik; and

see what the Ramaz writes further on this in Parshas Vayikra)
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(on page 15b). And see in the Zohar [on] “great” (Part I, 42a); and perhaps this is the matter of that
“power of Ado-nai.” And see the Mikdash Melech at the beginning of Parshas Tzav, page 26b, on

the matter of “Blessed be the Name of the glory of His kingdom forever and ever,”
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however, according to what is written [here|, “Ado-nai” [and] “who” are one level, and it is what is
called “the power of Ado-nai.” And see further on the meaning of “the power of Ado-nai” in the
Zohar, Part II1
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(page 161b, and page 220a, and the Ramaz there; and in the Zohar there, page 245a and page 295b;
and see there, at the end of page 140a).
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And see in the Zohar, Part I (168b), that Yaakov gave David twenty-eight (koach) years; and this too
is the drawing-down of the level of “the power (koach) of Ado-nai.”
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And this too is the matter of “Blessed be the glory of Havayah from its place”: “glory” is the level of
Malchus, and that it be blessed from its place and its root, that is the level of “let the power of Ado-

nai be great,” etc. And this is the matter of “who do His word,” as is written elsewhere.
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