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[Continuing the discourse above.]
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“I am Havayah your G-d, who brought you out of the land of Egypt.” The explanation: our Sages, of

blessed memory, said concerning “You shall be holy”: “Might [this mean]| like Me? The verse teach-

es, etc.: ‘My holiness is above your holiness.’”
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The explanation of this is that there is [one kind of] arousal from above: through an arousal from

below, an arousal from above [is drawn]. This is the meaning of “and you shall be holy to your

G-d,” as mentioned above: that Israel, through the arousal from below, draw down the arousal

from above, the level of the threefold “holy,” etc.
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However, there is [also] an arousal from above that comes before the arousal from below, to raise
up from below to above. This arousal from above is far greater in stature than the one that comes

through the arousal from below, for the arousal from below cannot reach it.

MY OTR PRY 799797 09K 0T 723w SN0 0 NMORw PP Nan Py 97 0rwyan AnRnD)
TRI37T NP0 M0 11700 1MBY TN IRG

As in the saying of the Baal Shem Tov, of blessed memory, about the heavenly voice (bas kol) that
proclaims: that these are thoughts of teshuvah (return), and they come from above, for a person
does nothing of his own accord. This is like the beginning of creation,
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“for He desires kindness.” It is about this drawing-down that our Sages, of blessed memory, said,
“My holiness is above your holiness.” For if [it were meant] in its plain sense, it is not understood at

all: why would one need to say that His holiness, may He be blessed, is above, etc.?
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And about this drawing-down it is said, “I am Havayah, etc., who brought you out of the land of

Egypt”: that I brought [you] out, so that there would be an arousal from below.

555 T971 T9IN72 07K 21903 PwRnY 17902 XNP NPRIYNR Y ¥PPIYNR DI919K 3T 2R O7NR)
NPT MOPA IO NPOWY O7K MNRDIYN R 17P 7N 772p TIN° ow'R o on mnn B
SPWIMIPp! WA ¥

And afterward, “I am Havayah your G-d”: an arousal from above through an arousal from below,
[as with] one who reads the Torah, drawing down a revelation of the Infinite One (Ein Sof) into the
Torah. And in general, all the mitzvos are, in themselves, “for the sake of the union of the Holy
One, blessed be He, and His Shechinah”: the Holy One, blessed be He, is Z’eir Anpin (the emotive
attributes), from the worlds of Ein Sof, and His Shechinah (Divine Presence) is Malchus (sovereign-

ty), which nests within Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah, the root and source of the souls of Israel.
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Now, Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah are the separate worlds, and the higher union does not reach
there; rather, the union is in the level of Malchus, that is, in the level of self-nullification (bittul):
that there be the nullification of the yesh, etc.
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4. Now, from this we can also understand the saying of our Sages, of blessed memory, on the verse
“Korach took”: “A tallis that is entirely techeles: is it obligated in tzitzis, or exempt?” etc.
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The matter is explained below, in the explanation on the passage “Korach took”: Korach’s argu-
ment was that the tallis is the encompassing light (or makif) itself, while the threads of the tzitzis
are only a contracted drawing-down, in the manner of hairs, which bears no comparison to the es-

sence of the encompassing [light].
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If so, how could it be that the tallis of techeles, the encompassing light itself, should have no mitz-

vah in it at all, but only through the threads, etc.? His intention was that by this he would also con-

test the priesthood of Aharon, etc.
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But in truth, the essence of the mitzvah is specifically through the thread of techeles, because pre-
cisely through it the level of inner light (or pnimi) is drawn into the person, so that he will have

love and awe, etc. See there.
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In light of what is written here about the thread of techeles, this will be understood with further ex-

planation. It is this: it was explained above that the techeles is from the level of the intellect

(mochin) of Abba.
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Its [purpose] is to draw the level of self-nullification down below, into Malchus, so that there be the
nullification of the yesh, the “blue light” (nehora techela). However, the techeles is from the level of

the Gevuros (restraints) of Abba.
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For specifically from them come the power and this drawing-down for there to be the nullification
of the yesh, as is also written in the name of the Likkutei Torah of the Arizal on the subject of “Come
to Cheshbon.” The reason is that in order to bring down and draw down, so that the self-nullifica-

tion reaches even the place of the yesh, this is through the level of Gevurah.
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This is as explained above, in the explanation on “The voice of my beloved” in Shir HaShirim: that

from the flow of the Gevuros, [light] is drawn in the manner of inner light as well, like the flow of

life-force into the limb,

122NN 11°1° 23N2W 1D 72% A% °°N2 AWy 070N NI°M2AN 10 1PRW 711 wHIR RI17T Q77 %2 11
N7k ' Bam)

and as [in the verse] “for the blood is the soul.” From the level of the Chasadim (kindnesses), by
contrast, there comes about only the level of an encompassing [light], as it is written, “and his right

hand embraces me,” etc. See there.
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Therefore, for the self-nullification to reach the place of the yesh, which is a drawing-down in an
inner manner as well, so that the self-nullification touches its very inside, from “the inward part of
man and the deep heart,” this is precisely through the level of the Gevuros of Abba.
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Its root is from the hidden Chochmah (Chochmah Stima’ah), in which the Gevurah of Atik is en-
clothed, as the Ramaz (Rabbi Moshe Zacuto) writes at the beginning of Parshas Pinchas, on the

verse “Hear, my son, the discipline of your father.”
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From there is the source of the power of the birurim (refinements), which is the nullification of the

yesh. Since this is so, that the main intent of this is for the self-nullification to reach in a truly inner
manner, it must therefore be through a thread of techeles.
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For by being in the form of a thread, it is drawn in the manner of truly inner light. Along these lines

is the matter of the “locks of hair” drawn from Arich Anpin, etc.
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The tallis itself, by contrast, even though it is entirely techeles, is nevertheless still only in the
manner of an encompassing [light], and the self-nullification has not yet touched its inner dimen-

sion (pnimiyus) except through the threads, etc.
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And see what is written in the discourse beginning “It shall be for you as tzitzis”: that the illumina-
tion of love and awe, which are the level of the techeles and the white in the tzitzis, is what is called
“the Torah of man.” And the tallis, which is the garment and the encompassing [light] itself, of the
Torah and the practical mitzvos: these are what is called “the mitzvos of Havayah.”
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And since “whoever says, ‘I have nothing but Torah,” does not have even Torah,” therefore there
must specifically be threads, which are the drawing-down of love and awe, etc.,
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and through this one will remember the greatness and eminence of the garment itself. And see
what is written in the discourse beginning “Israel is holy,” in the explanation of “And I taught
Ephraim to walk, taking them upon His arms,” etc.
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This is also the meaning of the saying of our Sages, of blessed memory (chapter 2 of Shabbos, folio
31, end of side a): “Did you set fixed times for Torah? etc. Did you engage in keen analysis of wis-

dom? etc. And even so, if ‘the fear of Havayah is his treasure,’ yes; if not, no.”
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A parable: a man said to his agent, “Bring up for me a kor of wheat to the loft.” He went and
brought it up for him. He said to him, “Did you mix into it for me a kav of chomtin?” He said to
him, “No.” He said to him, “It would have been better had you not brought it up.”
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The explanation: wheat (chitah) is the twenty-two letters of the Torah. That is why the giving of the
Torah is on Shavuos, “the first fruits of the wheat harvest,” as is written elsewhere at length, in the
discourse beginning “You shall count for yourselves,” etc.; see there. And “a kav of chomtin,”

Rashi explains, is salty earth.
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Now, it is written, “You shall not omit the salt of the covenant of your G-d from your meal-offering,”
etc. It is explained in the writings of the Arizal that salt is three sweetened Gevuros, that [the word]
melach (salt) has the letters of lechem (bread), and that its numerical value is that of mazla,
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that is, its root is from the Gevuros of Abba, as is mentioned about this briefly in the explanation on

the passage “Moshe spoke to the heads of the tribes.” See there.
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That is why it [salt] draws the blood and the waste out of the meat, for “in Chochmah (wisdom) they
are refined.” And that is why it must be mixed into the wheat, which is the Torah, along the lines
mentioned above: that [the power] for there to be the nullification of the yesh is drawn from the

Gevuros of Abba, etc.,
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for precisely through this the power is drawn for the self-nullification to reach even the level of the

yesh, and from there, too, the level of awe is drawn, as mentioned above.
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This is [the meaning of] what is mentioned, “Did you mix into it for me a kav of chomtin,” for the
word “for me” (li) is superfluous. Rather, it means to say that by virtue of “the fear of Havayah [be-

ing] his treasure,”
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the Torah and the wheat are then “Mine” (li), and it is called “the Torah of Havayah,” as it is written,
“You shall be Mine,” etc.; “For unto Me the children of Israel,” etc. This is not so with Torah without

awe, etc.
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Just as a kor of wheat, precious as it is, is nothing without a kav of chomtin, and “it would have

been better had you not brought it up,” so, in the same way, [is| a tallis that is entirely techeles with-
out the threads of tzitzis, etc.
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There is no need to wonder that the techeles is from the Gevuros of Abba and that the salt likewise

has its root there, for there are many levels and gradations in the Gevuros of Abba. In the same

way, the tefillin of the hand are in Malchus,
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and so too the outer altar, etc.; yet the altar does not exist now, while the mitzvah of putting on the
tefillin of the hand endures. Rather, it must be that there are many levels and gradations in every
Sefirah, etc.
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Nevertheless, they have some connection to each other. That is why it is said concerning the priest-
hood of Aharon, “an everlasting covenant of salt”: the Holy One, blessed be He, made the covenant

with him over the priesthood with salt.
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For just as the level of salt is “in Chochmah they are refined,” as mentioned above concerning the
kav of chomtin, etc., so it is with the priesthood of Aharon: the beard of Aharon is the drawing-
down of self-nullification to the souls of Israel, and it is one matter with the threads of the tzitzis,

techeles and white, as mentioned above.
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And see what is written on the verse “When you raise up the lamps,” [concerning| “By your life,
yours is greater,” etc.: that is, he is the one who draws down the power of elevation, so that “the
lamp of Havayah is the soul of man,” etc. (And see in the Zohar, Vayechi, folio 241, side b, on the
subject of “the salt of the covenant of your G-d,” and in the Mikdash Melech there.)
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