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“Send for yourself men” (Numbers 13:2)
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“Send for yourself men,” etc. [We must understand] the matter of the spies, who were princes of the
congregation, men of renown, etc., and for what reason they did not want to enter the Land of
Israel.
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We must also understand the essential nature of the level of the Land of Israel. Now, it is written,
“the land that I have given them, a land flowing with milk and honey”; and what praise is this?
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But this needs to be understood: all the practical mitzvos, nearly all of them, depend specifically on

the Land of Israel, especially the matters of seeds and of holy things (and in the desert the offerings

were [only] for the time being).
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Now, it is written, “For not by bread alone does man live, but by all that comes forth from the
mouth of Havayah,” etc. And we need
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to understand the advantage that is in bread. For surely man, too, was created through an utter-
ance, as it is written, “Let us make man,” etc. So why must man receive his life-force specifically

from bread?

R DTRM 0°957 N7°2w3 190Aw PXIR°I 07997 1AV KIT NPTV T 0D KX 0D RIT IV IR
NP nnn

But the explanation is this: “that which comes forth from the mouth of Havayah” in the inanimate,
vegetative and animal is the matter of the 288 sparks that fell in the breaking of the vessels, where-

as man is from [the world of] Tikkun (rectification).
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Therefore man must receive his life-force specifically from the inanimate, vegetative and animal.

For the root of the 288 sparks is very lofty, as is explained elsewhere.
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So too, the matter of the soul’s descent specifically into this lowly world is in order to subdue the
sitra achra (the other side), so that through this “the glory of the Holy One, blessed be He, is

exalted,” like the advantage of light that comes specifically from darkness.
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It is like, by way of analogy, a seed sown in the ground: through the decay, as it rots and decompos-
es in the ground, it afterwards sprouts with great increase; and like “the advantage of the light,”

etc.
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The explanation of the matter: Elijah said in the Tikkunim, “You are He who brought forth ten recti-
fications, and we call them ten Sefiros, to conduct through them hidden worlds that are not re-

vealed,” etc.
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“Worlds” (almin) is from the word he’elem, concealment. In the Zohar they are called heichalos
(chambers): the Chamber of Chesed (kindness), the Chamber of Gevurah (restraint), the Chamber
of Merit, etc. Within them are souls that delight in the radiance of the Shechinah (Divine Presence),

and angels that stand in love, awe and dread, etc.,
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such as the camp of Michael, the level of love, and the camp of Gabriel, the level of awe and dread,
as our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “The river of fire comes forth from the sweat of the Chayos,”

etc.
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And they sing song, each and every one according to his comprehension. And the chamber is the
level of an encompassing [whole], which encompasses all the particulars within it;
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for example, the Chamber of Chesed: its general and collective expression (klalus) is Chesed, while
the particulars within it are Chochmah (wisdom) of Chesed, Chesed of Chesed, etc., and all of the
Ten Sefiros; as in the analogy of the circle and of a house, which encompass all the particulars

within them.
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And this is the meaning of “to conduct through them worlds”: “worlds” are the level of the cham-
bers, the encompassing level, and “to conduct” is the level of the particulars within them. And the
chamber conceals and hides the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, so that it is revealed to
them only according to their comprehension, so that they should not be nullified in the Infinite
One (Ein Sof), blessed be He; because
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they are finite beings, [brought] from nothing into something, and they are not of the same order
and essence as the Infinite One, blessed be He, who has no beginning and no end.
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Therefore the chamber must conceal and hide, etc. (and on the level of Atzilus, it is the level of
lights and vessels), until, through many [links in| the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus),
physical heavens and earth were made, in which no G-dliness at all is seen, but only the level of a

yesh (something), a thing separate unto itself, the level of the sitra achra (the other side).
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And this is the matter of the soul’s descent specifically into this lowly world, a descent for the sake
of an ascent: in order to subdue the sitra achra through “turn away from evil.”
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And through this “the glory of the Holy One, blessed be He, is exalted” in all the worlds, so that the
vessels and the chambers will not be in the mode of concealing the Infinite Light, blessed be He,
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but rather that they will be the level of vessels to receive the revelation of the Infinite Light, blessed
be He, through the level of “and do good”: the practical mitzvos, “the 248 commandments, the 248
limbs of the King.”
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Only, first there has to be the level of “turn away from evil,” the level of the subjugation of the sitra
achra, as it is written, “And you shall not stray after your heart and after your eyes,” etc.
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And through this “the glory of the Holy One, blessed be He, is exalted,” and then they can receive,
through the level of “and do good,” the revelation of the Infinite Light, blessed be He, below, by
means of the 248 positive commandments; for “the Torah comes forth from Chochmah (wisdom),”

and the mitzvos are 248 drawings-down from the supernal Chochmah.
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That is why they are called “the limbs of the King,” as in the analogy of the limbs, into which life-
force is drawn from the brain, as is seen plainly: in the brain one feels the pain of all the limbs, etc.
So, too, through the mitzvos the Infinite One, blessed be He, is drawn from the level of the supernal

Chochmah into the hidden worlds and the revealed worlds.
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And milk and honey are the level of the “two arms,” Chesed (kindness) and Gevurah (restraint),
“right and left, and between them the bride,” etc.; and as it is written, “and beneath are the ever-
lasting arms,” etc.,
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which is the level of the drawing down of G-dliness through the practical mitzvos, “the 248 limbs of
the King.” And the Land of Israel is aligned directly opposite the Land of Israel above
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(see Shir HaShirim Rabbah, at the end of the section “Like the tower of David,” on the explanation
of “the place (machon) of Your dwelling”: “aligned (mechuvan) opposite Your dwelling,” this is the

Holy Temple above).
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Therefore the essence of the mitzvos is specifically in the Land of Israel. And the spies were on a

very high level, and they did not want to lower themselves to the practical mitzvos,
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which is the level of the drawing down of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, below. And
they said of the Land of Israel that it “consumes its inhabitants,” for it was their view that if there
were a revelation of the Infinite Light, blessed be He, below as [there is] above, they would be com-

pletely nullified out of their existence.
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And this is [the meaning of] “consumes its inhabitants.” And they wanted to be specifically in the
desert (midbar), [as in] “and your speech (midbarech) is lovely,” which is the drawing down of the
Infinite Light, blessed be He, into the level of speech, the level of Malchus (sovereignty), the level
of the Land of Israel above. And it is called by the name “land” because it is the lowest level within

G-dliness, as it is written, “and the earth is My footstool,” etc.
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(And see what is written in the discourse beginning “And the number of the Children of Israel shall
be.”) And it is written, “Havayah founded the earth with wisdom”: “the Father (Abba) founded the
Daughter,” the level of speech, the word of G-d, whose root is from Chochmah (wisdom). And this is

seen from the analogy of an infant: as long as
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he does not have the intellect (mochin) of nursing in completeness, although he has voice and sim-
ple letters, he nevertheless cannot speak and combine the letters; and this is because the

Chochmabh is not complete, to divide the voice and combine the letters as he wishes, etc.
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And the spies wanted all the drawings-down from the supernal Chochmah to be into the level of
speech, the Land of Israel above, where there is also a Holy Temple and Jerusalem and all the levels
(as is written in the Gemara, in the first chapter of Taanis, page 5a, and in the Zohar, Part III,
Parshas Sh’lach, page 161b).
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But Joshua and Caleb said, “The land is very, very good”: for specifically through the Land of Israel

below, the level of the practical mitzvos specifically, there will be drawn down the level of the

Infinite Light, the level of me’od (“very”), without limit, into the level of hidden worlds and re-

vealed worlds. And this is “very, very.”
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“Very” twice: hidden worlds and revealed worlds. For in truth His essential intent, may He be
blessed, is that there be a dwelling place among the lower realms specifically, as our Sages, of
blessed memory, said, “The Holy One, blessed be He, desired to have a dwelling place among the

lower realms,” etc.,
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and that it be revealed to the eye of all flesh, and that the revelation be below as it is above, and, on
the contrary, with greater eminence, and [with] the advantage of light that comes specifically from
darkness, etc.
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For in truth, whatever is a very much higher level is revealed specifically in the lowest thing, with
greater eminence. For example, a man of great intellect who cannot reveal his wisdom in speech to

the one who receives his intellect,
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but by a hint, in an action specifically, he can reveal [it] with greater eminence, like the saying of

our Sages, of blessed memory, “For the wise, a hint is enough.”
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Another analogy: a seal of a bright precious stone, in which, because of its brightness, the letters

are not discernible, while on the wax specifically the letters are discernible and revealed, openly to

every eye. And this is [the meaning of|] what is written, “And you shall see it and remember all the

commandments of Havayah,” etc.: that through an action,
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which is the level of looking at the thirty-two physical threads, one comes from this to “and re-

member all the commandments of Havayah.” For the tallis is the level of encompassing light (Or

Makif), and the tzitzis,
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which are thirty-two threads, are the level of the thirty-two paths of Chochmah, which are drawn
down through the encompassing light; and it is impossible for it to be hinted except through an ac-

tion specifically: the opposite of the thinking of the spies, etc.
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And Moses our Teacher, peace be upon him, who was of the level of the “generation of knowledge”
and on avery high and exalted level, did not have the possibility of coming to the Land of Israel.
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Even so, he prayed 515 prayers, the numerical value of va’eschanan (“and I pleaded”), to come into
the Land of Israel, because this is the essential intent and the purpose of creation, as mentioned

above. Nevertheless he did not merit [it], and it is specifically Joshua who brings [them] in, etc.
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2. (And this is [why]| the Land of Israel is the land of seven nations: for through the refinement of
the seven emotive attributes (middos) of Tohu by means of the practical mitzvos, through this the
revelation of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) is drawn down into all the worlds; and in general terms

they are also the seven chambers.
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Whereas the desert: this is the drawing down only above, in the inner dimension (pnimiyus), and
not in the outer dimension (chitzoniyus) of the worlds and chambers of Asiyah (Action). And see
about this in Iggeres HaKodesh, at the end of the discourse beginning “And David made a name,”

that to draw down the revelation into Asiyah, this is through action specifically, etc.; see there.
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And in truth, for the drawing down to be below, this comes about through the drawing down being
from a higher place, as is explained elsewhere on [the words] “G-d Most High, who bestows good
kindnesses.”
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And also the reverse: specifically in action, because it is below the level of speech, there can be the

revelation from a higher level, like the matter of “for the wise, by a hint,” what cannot be revealed

through the letters of speech, etc.
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The explanation of this matter will be understood from what is written elsewhere, in the explana-
tion on the verse “There are sixty queens,” etc., “My dove, my perfect one, is but one,” etc., regard-

ing the superiority of the souls over the angels, who are from the level of speech, etc.; see there.
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And see what is written on the verse “And the earth is My footstool,” that through his rectifying his
deeds, etc., his mind and heart become a thousand times as pure; see there. That is, because
through this one draws down from the source of the supernal Chochmah (wisdom) and its inner di-

mension. And further,
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for it is also impossible to draw down the revelation of the supernal Chochmah through the Torah
except through the deed of the mitzvos. And this is as written in Iggeres HaKodesh, there, at the
end of the discourse beginning “And David made a name”; these are its words: “Therefore our
Sages, of blessed memory, said: One who says, ‘I have only Torah,’ without acts of kindness, even
Torah he does not have,
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but rather [he must engage] in Torah and in acts of kindness. For behold, ‘the Torah comes forth
from Chochmah,’ and ‘through the Torah the world is sustained, and through those who toil in it’;
for by their speech they draw down illuminations and influences of the supernal Chochmah, the
source of the Torah, into the level of the letters of speech, with which the world was created, etc.
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Now, this drawing down is the level of a great descent, and for this one must arouse the supernal
Chesed (kindness), which flows like water from a high place to a low place, through an arousal
from below, by charity and the lower Chesed, by which they draw down life and kindness to revive
the spirit of the lowly and the crushed. And this is [the meaning of| what is written, ‘Let not the wise

man glory in his wisdom,’ etc.,
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‘but rather in this let him glory,” etc., ‘that I am Havayah who does kindness,’ etc. For Chesed is
what draws the life of Chochmah down below; and if not, then it is called ‘his wisdom’ alone, with-

out the drawing down of life from it,
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G-d forbid.” End of quote. And as is known, above too the drawing down of the supernal Chochmah
into the level of the letters of speech is drawn through the supernal emotive attributes; and this is
the level of Yaakov, [whose| letters are yivka (“will break through”): the drawing down of
Chochmabh that breaks through by way of the emotive attributes and is drawn into speech. And as is

explained elsewhere on the saying of the Zohar at the end of Parshas Kedoshim)
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(page 86a), on the verse “You are My witnesses,” etc. And see also what is written about this on the
verse “And it shall be tzitzis for you,” regarding “for this one was taken from man.”
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And from all this, the matter of the sin of the spies will be understood. For although the Torah is
called “desert,” as is written in Midrash Rabbah, Parshas Chukas, chapter 19, on the verse “And

from the desert, Mattanah,”
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nevertheless it is written in it that all is “to do in the land.” “Land” means the level of the practical
mitzvos. For even for there to be drawings-down of the supernal Chochmah into the level of
speech is impossible except through the fulfillment of the mitzvos, for the reason mentioned

above.
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And of this it is said, “Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom,” etc., but rather through “kind-
ness, justice and righteousness in the land” specifically: through this one draws down the level of
the supernal Chochmah (wisdom). And see what is written in the discourse beginning “When you

hearken to the voice.”
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This matter as a whole can be further explained in a somewhat different way, according to what is
written in the discourse beginning “And [G-d] spoke” of the Ten Commandments, on the matter of
occupying oneself with the Torah, of which it is said, “and all desirable things cannot compare to
it,” even the desires of Heaven; and see there on the matter of “if there is no wisdom there is no

fear.”
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And in the same way, the spies did not want to enter the Land and fulfill the mitzvos, but only to be
in the desert, [as in] “and your speech (midbarech) is lovely,” etc. But in truth
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they made a great error in this, as is written there on the matter of “if there is no fear there is no
wisdom”: that it is not at all possible to draw down the light of the Torah except by first putting be-
fore it the level of the fulfillment of the mitzvos.
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And this is “if there is no fear,” etc.; and as in the words “sanctify us with Your commandments,”
and through this, afterwards, “and grant our portion in Your Torah.” And at the Giving of the
Torah, where the revelation of the Torah came first, this was a ruling for that hour alone,
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but for all generations it cannot be so. And Israel, too, understood this, and therefore they put “we

will do” before “we will hear,” etc.; see there at length.
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Dedicated in honor of the Rebbe’s father, Reb Levi Yitzchok
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