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“Return, O Israel, unto Havayah your G-d”
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“Return, O Israel, unto (ad) Havayah your G-d,” etc. To understand: what is [meant by| the word ad
(“unto”)? It should have said, “Return to Havayah.” The explanation is this:
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the word shuvah (“return”) has two meanings. The first is as it sounds: return yourself. The second

is as in “Return (shuvah), O Havayah, our captivity,” which is a transitive verb.
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To understand this, we need to understand what is written, “Seek Havayah when He may be found;
call upon Him when He is near,” which our Sages, of blessed memory, expounded as referring to
the Ten Days of Teshuvah, for then He “may be found” and “is near”; and as it is written, “Return to

Me, and [ will return to you.”
NR 29097 (17125 paxn 53 ¥90] 377100 AWR 17300 2230 0I°OR TAIWRI 21PN 70 RY TR
SR 129 9MIP 70D TP DTN 23D RNOWA 715197 1180 99NK N°PY RPN CIR PR DRI DoAY

IR AR WNRI N 12 1D2TY DIDR NP PrANIY Yo awa

Now, seemingly, “being near” and “I will return to you” do not apply to the Holy One, blessed be
He, of Whom [it is said], “the whole earth is full of His glory,” and it is written, “I fill the heavens
and the earth,” and “there is no place empty of Him.” Granted, with regard to a person it is quite
fitting to say “return to Me,” since he has distanced himself from nearness to G-d, from cleaving to

Him, may He be blessed, and has been drawn after the opposite.
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But of the Holy One, blessed be He, of Whose glory the whole earth is full, it is not fitting to say that

He has become distant, for the whole earth is always full of His glory.
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However, the matter is like the analogy of two people who stand close in place, near one another:
when they turn to each other face to face, they are truly close; but if one turns his face away from

his fellow, those who were close have become distant.

Mm%y 952 03 0°°7IK N1 11277 090K 099K ONT3YY ONT0Y 2°N5 092915 NTIaY 223 9N
SMan YW YR 1KY AWITPT 0PTINR PNan pI 1773y APR DY 92WnY NPamn2 R0
nyrncln

So too, regarding idolatry it is written, “and you turn aside and serve other gods (elohim acherim),”
that is, the level of the back (achorayim). And so it is, spiritually, with all transgressions as well: one
who commits any transgression draws nourishment from the level of the back of holiness, and

does not draw down the flow from the level of the inner dimension (pnimiyus).

15397 PO TR 1727791 N°°ID SNan YW 17 Wi 0°19 9133 099K IAIWRY 12WNN Y PaR
SIMRY 0°3D YR N

But through teshuvah (return), “I will return to you” in the manner of the face, to draw down the
flow to him from the level of the inner dimension. Now, to understand how the terms “face” and
“back” can apply before Him, may He be blessed:

M Wrny1) 099INK 212 WO anxy IwiTpa 12X IRT” KD 191 IR DR DK 973 2°N0 1M

.(MXN 9219 POy 92 Twy AWK NK 7101 1772

for indeed it is also written, “You shall see My back, but My face shall not be seen,” [showing] that

even in holiness itself there is the level of the back. (And see what is written about this in the dis-

course beginning “Remember what Amalek did to you,” etc., in Parshas Tetzaveh.)
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“From my flesh I behold”: in a person there are thought, speech and action, all of which are the
spreading forth of the life-force from the soul, for in action there is the power of the doer within

the thing done.
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However, the spreading forth of the life-force in action is the level of the outer dimension (chit-

zoniyus) of the power of the life-force in the soul; speech is more inward, and thought more inward

still; and there is an inward of the inward within thought itself, for there is mere thought, which is

the outer dimension in relation to thought that has touched the soul,
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as when one thinks about a matter on which his life depends: that thought is in the depth of the
heart (umka deliba), where the inwardness and the core of the life-force are, and the core of its

core.
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Now, all these levels are in the spreading forth of the life-force from the soul; whereas the soul it-

self, which is above the spreading forth of the life-force that [issues] from it into the body, under-

goes no change at all.
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And so, by way of analogy, there are the levels of thought, speech and action before Him, may He
be blessed, even though it is said, “For My thoughts are not your thoughts”; and also with regard to
speech, from a person’s speech no coming-into-being can result, whereas “by the word of Havayah

the heavens were made,” “for He spoke, and it came to be.”
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Nevertheless, the Torah spoke in the language of people: thought, speech and action with regard to
the Holy One, blessed be He, are what is written, “I created him, I formed him, I also made him.”

[See what is written about this in the discourse beginning “Who has counted.”]
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“I created him” is the level of thought: for creation (beriah) is from nothing to something, and so

thought is from nothing, for letters were not born and did not come into being before thought, and

the letters of thought are in a state of concealment.
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And so the level of Beriah (Creation) is to be “hidden worlds that are not revealed” (as, by way of

analogy, the letters of thought, which are not separate, whereas with the letters of speech the breath

goes outward. And see what is written in the discourse beginning “Then [Moshe] sang,” in Parshas

Beshalach).
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“I formed him” is the level of the world of speech, since speech is the revelation of what is con-
cealed in thought; and it is called yetzartiv (“I formed him”) from the word tzurah (“form”), which
shapes the primal matter (hyle), which is in a state of concealment, and the form is the revelation
of the matter.
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And “I also made him” is the world of action; and it is called by the word af (“also”) because the in-
vestment of thought in action is not like its investment in speech, where it is truly invested, until

they become one.
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Whereas action is a separate thing. And all this is in the spreading forth of the life-force, so that

there be a revelation of the worlds, which are only from the level of a radiance and an illumination.
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Whereas of the Infinite One (Ein Sof), blessed be He, Himself, “no thought can grasp Him,” for “I,
Havayah, have not changed.” It follows that there are many levels of the back and the outer dimen-
sion in relation to the inner dimension that is vested within them, and the inner of the inner, up to
the highest of heights.
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(Summary: an explanation of the matter of the inner dimension and the back; “I created him, I
formed him, I also made him.”)
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2. Now, regarding Shabbos it is written, “For in six days He made,” etc., “and on the seventh day He

rested.” Seemingly this is not understood, for He, may He be blessed, renews the work of creation

every day,
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and on Shabbos too He renews [it], so that there be the bestowal and drawing-down of life-force;
for were it withdrawn for a moment, G-d forbid, the world would revert to nothingness and nought.
Therefore on Shabbos too we say, “Who renews in His goodness.”
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However, the explanation is that it is written “For in six days He made” specifically, that is, that the
life-force spread forth and was drawn down by means of the level of action (asiyah); but on
Shabbos He rested from the level of being invested in the level of action, and also was not invested
in the level of speech, which is the Ten Utterances by which the world was created.
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Therefore it is written, “from pursuing your affairs and speaking words,” and our Sages, of blessed

memory, said, “that your speech on Shabbos should not be [like your weekday speech],” etc. That

is: since “in the image of G-d He created man,” he must therefore rest on Shabbos, because
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on it the Holy One, blessed be He, rested; and the Holy One, blessed be He, rested from the level of
speech: “For in six days He made,” that is, through the Ten Utterances, “and on the seventh day He

rested” from them;
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rather, the investment of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, to bring the creatures into
being and give them life, and to renew [them] in His goodness from nothing to something, is on
Shabbos in the level of thought alone, which is the World of Beriah (Creation).
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Therefore an additional soul (neshamah yeseirah) is drawn down on Shabbos, namely from the
World of Beriah (see the Zohar, Part I, Parshas Noach, 75b, on [the verse] “The gate of the inner
court,” and the Mikdash Melech there, in the name of the Pri Etz Chaim; and see what is written in

the discourse beginning “And it shall be, from new moon to new moon”),
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which is the world of souls; and from there the flow and life-force of the physical world, which is in
the level of Asiyah, are also drawn. Therefore our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “Speech is for-

bidden; thought is permitted.”
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But this is not by way of investment; rather, the level of action is in a state of self-nullification (bit-

tul) in relation to the level of thought mentioned above.
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For this reason there are versions of the Yotzer blessing on Shabbos in which “How many are Your
works,” etc., is not said, because on Shabbos there is no investment in the level of action.
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But in truth the principal version is to say “How many are Your works” on Shabbos too, for the level

of thought, too, is the level of action in relation to the Holy One, blessed be He, and even the level

of Chochmah (wisdom),
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as it is written, “You made them all with wisdom.” Rather, “You are wise”: meaning that He is in-

vested in the level of “wise,” and even this is “not with a known wisdom,” etc.
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Now, the term “resting” that is said of the Holy One, blessed be He, “for on it He rested,” is, by way
of analogy, like a person who rests and ceases from the work he did: at the time of the deed his in-
tellect and thought were invested in that deed, and afterwards, when he rests, his intellect and

thought return to their source.
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And that deed, too, is included in them, for in his intellect and thought there is also the level of the

deed, namely, the level of action that is within the intellect:
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he contemplates in his mind the deed he did; and so the life-force that spread forth, his intellect
and thought that had been invested in the deed, ascends and returns to be included in its source,
which is the intellect and thought.
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In the same way, on Shabbos the life-force that was drawn down in the six days of work, through the
Ten Utterances by which the world was created, ascends to the level of thought (that is, the revealed
worlds receive life-force from the place from which the hidden worlds receive, and this is called
“the inner court that faces east”; and the hidden worlds ascend higher still, etc.).
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Therefore naw (Shabbos) has the letters of 2wn (tashev, “return”), for the matter of Shabbos and the
matter of teshuvah are all one, namely, the return of things to their source and root. For
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teshuvah is not necessarily for the transgressions in his hands; rather, teshuvah is to return his

soul, which descended lower and lower and was invested in physical things, to its source and root,

to cleave to Him, may He be blessed, to nullify his will before the Supreme Will.
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Therefore the Ten Days of Teshuvah and Yom Kippur were instituted for the completely righteous
aswell, “for this is the whole of man.” And the essence of teshuvah is
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as it is written, “To You my heart said, ‘Seek My face,’” etc. The meaning is the inner dimension

(pnimiyus) of the heart: the heart says, “Seek My face.” (And see what is written in the discourse

beginning “For you shall hearken to the voice,” on the matter of the inner court and the inner

keys.)
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This is the level of the higher teshuvah (teshuvah ila’ah), from the depth of the heart, like a person
who immerses his mind, his heart and his thought deeply in a matter on which his life depends,

and which touches the very soul.
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So should one set his heart on the love of G-d, “from the inward part of a man and a deep heart,” as
it is written, “Whom do I have in heaven? And with You, I desire nothing on earth. My flesh and my

heart are consumed,” etc.

M177 195 N1I312N72 1211 AT DY QYVA PRI AR 20 YT ayy 09 137 720K 1170
[2n3]°3 3397 "IRY 1199 NS (75 53] 973 PRIY 12 1°K 10303

That is, “great love” (ahavah rabbah) without reason and knowledge. For love derived from reason
and knowledge, grasped and understood through the contemplation of one’s intellect and the spirit
of one’s understanding, does not have so much depth as to be “My flesh and my heart are con-
sumed,” etc.;
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only the great love that is above reason and knowledge, in which one does not want to be separated
from His unity, may He be blessed, for “a portion of Havayah,” truly, is “with him.” Therefore it is

in the power of every Jew to give up his soul in [declaring G-d] One.
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And this itself is the level of teshuvah and the return of things to their source. For just as there are
thought, speech and action in actual deed, so all these levels exist in the intellect
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(the level of action within the intellect is like the level of “practical intellect” mentioned in the
Rambam’s Eight Chapters, namely the intellect that is within doing: how to do skilled work
(meleches machsheves), etc.; this is the last level in the intellect and is called action within the in-

tellect, etc., as is explained elsewhere.
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Now, the analogue of this above: thought, speech and action are Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah; and

the thought, speech and action within Chochmah are Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah of Atzilus, for in

general Atzilus is the level of Chochmah.
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But within Atzilus itself there are also Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah, as is explained in the Biur on

“And now, I pray, let [the power] be great.” And the thought, speech and action that are above intel-

lect are what is written in Etz Chaim, that Adam Kadmon is called “the Adam of Beriah,” etc., and is

called “the primordial thought”; and see the Zohar, Part I, Noach)
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(65a). And see what is written in the Biur on “You shall keep My Shabbosos” and on “I saw, and be-

hold, a menorah of gold.” And so all these levels are in their source and root,
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which is above intellect; and through teshuvah from the depth of the heart, which is above intel-
lect, the life-force that is in thought, speech and action also ascends and is included above

intellect.
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(Summary: the matter of “And on the seventh day He rested” from the level of “which He made,”
and the life-force is drawn from the level of thought, which is the inner court; and therefore naw
(Shabbos) has the letters of 2wn (tashev). “Seek My face”: the inner dimension of the heart.)
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3. Now, through this there is drawn down [the fulfillment of] “Your face, Havayah, I will seek”:

“Your face” is the level of the Supernal inner dimension (pnimiyus); “May Havayah make His face
shine upon you.” And the level of

K37 NI 9P°Y DIRIW MO »PIY 091D RPN 7HRONAN 79YNow 772 07K IR KT 19yn? %10
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“face” above is the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, that is above Chochmah. And it is
called “face” by way of analogy: just as in a person the main life-force is in his face, for there all the
senses are revealed, sight and hearing, smell and speech,
T2 0°1D2 Wi M°nn 5237 ONIT P22 AWNIW TY TRN DENIAY VI NP0 I3 WO A7y 2”RWNI
M oYY R
whereas the back of the neck has very little and very limited life-force, to the point that it is consid-
ered like the inanimate compared with the life-force drawn into the face. So it is above: that
PPRW >1%°1 *°12) 090N *°N2 5235 0°18 *na X1 29 19932 7172 DR IR NP1 12 A9AnnY
172 19ann

in which the life-force and the Infinite Light, blessed be He, are revealed with great revelation is
called the level of “face,” in relation to the level of the back and the level of the outer dimension

(chitzoniyus), in which there is revealed

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/shabbos-shuvah/3/ 12

10

11



LIKKUTEI TORAH - SHABBOS SHUVAH - MAAMAR 3 "9 -PPY?N hhii' bN-’W, iil7,

M7 N91°19 3T M PPN 31N AN9Y INNN NOA%ID WY 1199y %M D3MIXNY By N1 KPR
¥791017 1712931 18P 7172 07K IR 21293 R ™17 20 DR MPynn 01 Ty

only a little, very limited life-force. And the outer dimension of the higher becomes the inner di-
mension of the lower; and there are many levels, one above the other, one more inward than the
other, up to the highest of heights. “Your face, Havayah” is the revelation of the Infinite Light,

blessed be He, Himself, in His very glory, the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin),
72 D”K IR 2237 NAWNI [Ax%y amon) Y71 °N2W 79y 995 °n° 19K Ty PR NN Py RIAw
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which is the essence of life, there being no comparison to Him, may He be blessed, at all, to the
point that the level of the higher Chochmah (Chochmah Ila’ah) is considered, in relation to the
Infinite Light, blessed be He, Himself, the light that encompasses all worlds, like physical action

and the level of the inanimate.

AR °D [t awn 3972 RN TR 19%Y) WRAR T 973D DR [obwn by Tonn m1) A7YAT WRtaw 1N
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And this is what David the King, peace be upon him, requested: “Your face, Havayah, I will seek”

(see on this the Ramaz, Parshas Emor, page 93b):

YRR 119YT 118N 0°1D NART PPPR 1010 U IR whRn 7172 0PKR IR NART 903 w2 nno
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that there be in his soul a revelation of the illumination of the very Infinite Light, blessed be He.
“May Havayah make His face shine upon you”: the shining of the face from the Supreme Will that

is above Chochmabh.
RITW MPYSNWan 970 91 01%n% N2 R ATIP3 RIT 771° NIR AWR T79° 12 K°7 7100 %D

9907 PR MIR?IYI MIA°7T7 11237 K12°92 7172 07K 12173 Mvwan:

For Chochmah is the level of the yud, and the letter yud is a point, which is the level of tzimtzum
(contraction); and the whole order of the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus), which is the
spreading forth of the greatness of the Infinite One, blessed be He, into myriads upon myriads of

levels and worlds without number,
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behold, “in the place of His greatness, there you find His humility”; for “when is He called great?
When He is in the city of our G-d,” etc., that is, the level of the combinations of letters; for letters

(osiyos) are drawings-down, from the word asa (“came”), etc.

M3 RIT 77R00 N33 IMuwanm N IN?17a DY nawn na ow .1anaws 9InRa 0om ann
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And this is [the meaning of] “and the wise man praises it from behind”: every level of praise of His
greatness, may He be blessed, and of His spreading forth, which is in the level of Chochmabh, is the
level of the back in relation to the inner level, which is the Supreme Will, blessed be He, the light

that encompasses all worlds.
>191 PaR PR nRonn RN%9IRY TTIND 1197 [mvwn vhy e aws] TPYAR %3 MR AR PR 1N
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And this is [the meaning of] “You shall see My back”: for Moshe our teacher, peace be upon him,

merited the Torah, and “the Torah issues from Chochmah.” But “My face shall not be seen”: for the

revelation of the Infinite Light, blessed be He, Himself, the light that encompasses all worlds, which

is above the Torah

n1°na3 XOR 595 173 XO°BN 7awnn N°% 3 MW AOKT P22 A9a0n 11K T1IN0 PR KM

Rlskrioh 91y %3 AWn

and is the source of the Torah, is not revealed in the manner of seeing and comprehension, for “no
thought can grasp Him at all,” but only by way of teshuvah: “For with You is forgiveness.”

0 PN PNRAP DopRynn wrnd 1ownn Tlﬂmb Qwn ° wnn 1y *naa Xin noP0n naw o
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That is: the level of forgiveness is in the very level of “with You,” for from there it is taken and
drawn down, as it is written, “From the depths I called You, Havayah.” That is, “I called You” like a

person calling
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his fellow from place to place: so one calls and draws down the level of the revelation of Havayah
“from the depths,” from the level of “He made darkness His hiding place,” the most hidden of all
hidden; and from there “I called You,” that there be a revelation of the level of Havayah.

19 MYWANT TOWAT DIZNRE RITY 17 7122 X7 71973 797 X35 RVR M8y Dopnynn »na %

For the level of “the depths” itself cannot come to revelation except in the level of Havayah, which
is contraction, drawing-down and spreading forth, etc.,

R2°97 RP@IY D°pnynn N3 NP> 0°39% 09197 095 NRNR KT 19Wn IRMIPY K7D U7no)
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as is explained elsewhere. And this calling and drawing-down comes about because “as water [re-
flects] face to face”: there being the level of “the depths,” the depth of the heart, in the arousal from
below (isarusa dilesata), through this the arousal from above (isarusa dileila) is also the level of
“the depths.” And just as from above to below the level of “the depths” cannot come to revelation

except in the level of contraction and spreading forth, etc.,
NPPNDT M2 RITY 21323 13 973 TPYnD mvnn 0°19% 0°197 0% RNNDT RMAYNR 2 978 95

MY P0awa WY ROV [inzy nx] ¥R P0a9 pLoD

so too in the arousal from below, “as water [reflects] face to face,” from below to above, there must
also be the level of contraction, which is the level of withdrawal: to remove and nullify oneself, so

as not to act for one’s own sake.

RO 7717102 ODW R 00T 0D NNy N9Unn W1 QW [oopnyan] RPRYNAN NITTAR R T
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And from this he will come to the level of “the depths,” and from there forgiveness of sins is drawn
down. For the blemish is that he blemishes the Torah, which is His wisdom, may He be blessed; and

so His wisdom dictated that this be a positive commandment and that a prohibitive commandment.
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But above Chochmah, there no blemish reaches, for “the spider takes hold with its hands, and it is
in the king’s palaces.” And one who transgresses the Torah, which is the level of Chochmah, must
draw down from a higher place, above Chochmah, which is the level of “the depths,”

55 R9Pn1 RIT NIR 997 1pN% 1299020 PrRIva 21909 7008 0% R PPN ax »nPTy el
as, by way of analogy, if the outlet of a spring has been damaged, one must dig in the depth of the
spring to repair it. And so: “You are He who fills all
MOW T17APT DY PMRY RO 1910 TN 1R DO R9HR D 119197 1100w RIT NIRY (R

19 99P° WX QTR QY YW

Names, and You are the completion of them all.” The meaning of “fills all Names”: the whole Torah

is the Names of the Holy One, blessed be He. For just as through a person’s name, by which they

call him,

PRMP neas i'l”:!Pi'l'? Qw 12 X°7 79900 993 RNMPR PR 119) DR Wl A ARMP 7Y 1an
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behold, through this calling the person is drawn and turns to the one who calls, so the Torah is the

level of a name for the Holy One, blessed be He, so that through the Torah one calls and draws

down the revelation of His G-dliness, may He be blessed.

7277y QTRT "92RAW 173 772 O”R IR NP0 qwnl onaw RI91T 1792K 7710 17 MI%R 17na 0D
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For the 248 mitzvos are the 248 limbs of the King, through which the life-force and the Infinite
Light, blessed be He, are drawn, as, by way of analogy, into a person’s limbs the blood is drawn,
which is the soul.

PR 21w 11PN NRT 737 717902 0301 777 DR P3PAW o1 DR 773 7R K JwRI 17100 7Y 19
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Therefore, through the Torah the Infinite Light, blessed be He, is drawn down. But one who has
strayed from the way and blemished the Torah, this is his rectification: to return to G-d “from the
depths,” from the depth of the heart.
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As it is written, “And they cried out to Havayah in their distress”: and then he draws down from the

Supernal depth the level of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, Himself, the light that en-

compasses all worlds (sovev kol almin),

53 11 .0°RADMY MINNDAT D KON 0OPwn Y 1197 1000 1K) Y 55 XP@nm RIT D
92 2JBDOR °MY 1121y R AR

for He is the One who “fills all Names” and “is the completion of them all,” and through this He
completes and fills all the deficiencies and blemishes. And this is [the meaning of|] “For my father

and my mother have forsaken me, but Havayah will gather me in.” For
bl 1'? >ran meyna nownl m 0799w 31 M7 T MANTRY Mna ey ﬂi?’?ﬂ.ﬁ?: nnRwan 1an

.1372071 NYT 197 150 107’7 93 095w 191 MITA 11D 171123 1TAR

behold, the soul divides into ten levels and degrees: seven emotive attributes (middos) and three
intellectual ones. And they are drawn from above: the seven attributes from the level of “Yours,
Havayah, are the greatness and the might,” etc.; and so too the intellectual ones: “For Havayah

gives wisdom; from His mouth, knowledge and understanding.”
AWK AR ARD°2Y 1701 921 9722K1 120K 2 .N2Y 12 QW2 °P1 AR 120K 17 M0 mo5o mam

' NR

Now, the emotive attributes as a whole, love and awe, are called by the names “son” and
“daughter”: for of love it is said, “He remembered (zachar) His kindness,” and of awe it is said, “a

woman who fears Havayah.”
X7 772y nPnnm nowra 00 0°12% 1o 11°0 79102 N2 (79725 omor 1rman] 271 1RRY 1)

AR DW3°p1 05w (X232 W7R1 10 1R K% DRI D7Y 97713 ©»R01 IR °12 19y T wnn?

(This is what our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “A daughter first is a good sign for sons”; for the
beginning and start of [divine] service is to draw upon oneself the level of awe, as is explained in
the Zohar on “With this shall Aharon come,” etc., and as is explained elsewhere.) And the intellec-

tual ones are called by the names “father”
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and “mother,” who give birth to the emotive attributes, as is known that the emotive attributes are
born and come into being from the intellectual ones. Now, one who has strayed from the way and
blemished the Torah, which is His wisdom, may He be blessed, is called “my father and my mother
have forsaken me”;

TOYRD WOl vPDN DO 7apT NOROY 1397777 CIDOR® WhRn IN%Y 1172 OUR 193 RIT M 2P DaR
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but nevertheless, “and Havayah,” which is the revelation of the very Infinite One, blessed be He,

Himself, “will gather me in”: that is, that He will gather and collect all the parts of the soul, far

above the level of their division, for division is from Chochmah downward.

0°18i7 0°122 Y 11°°M 22w 1°3° M 27y W’n 1°°N n»5an nanaa 11 QW 7nannIn ﬂbY?ﬁ 5aR
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But above Chochmah, there they are in a state of inclusion. (And see what is written on “And
Havayah illuminates my darkness.”) And this comes about through “as water [reflects| face to
face,” when the soul too is in a state of inclusion, through actual self-sacrifice (mesirus nefesh),
5737 NO1°1D 73 21mn 73D 9NN PR DOWPAN 1R TNIRY D710 nYT ayun 1vynd Kiw
which is above reason and knowledge, as mentioned above. And this is what we request: “Do not
hide Your face from me,” the level of the inner dimension (pnimiyus) mentioned above.
NPAn DPI%eN SN2 MUwanin XY 1PnwyY AR »rab 972y DX VN XDV 9 972y A2 VN 5
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“Do not turn Your servant away in anger (af)”: meaning, do not turn Your servant to the level of “I
also (af) made him,” which is the spreading forth of the level of the outer dimension (chitzoniyus)

of the life-force, but rather from the level of the inner dimension, “for with You is forgiveness,” etc.
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(Summary: the matter of “Your face, Havayah, I will seek”; the shining of the face that is above
Chochmah, and “the wise man praises it from behind”; and this is the level of what is written, “My
face shall not be seen,” and nevertheless “with You,” truly, “is forgiveness”; “For my father and my

mother have forsaken me, but Havayah will gather me in.”)

WPn RIT 97159317 971D NRY 1D 1Wpa NP T R2ODT RPRIYa 121007 11100 1°9on mam T

4. Now, the ultimate intent of this teshuvah in the depth of the heart, so that there be “Seek My
face” and “Your face, Havayah,” as mentioned above, is what is written,

02°P91 °N% ANXRT° D103 M99 NI 2T XA 0RO 193 APty 0B RN (YR An0hon Y 0o
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“For with You is forgiveness, that You may be feared.” That is: the main [purpose of] the revelation
of forgiveness is so that there be a revelation of the level of awe of Him, may He be blessed, and to

fulfill “You shall surely set a king over yourself.”
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And this is the ultimate intent of the work of creation, as it is written, “And G-d has made [it so] that

they fear before Him”; “The end of the matter, all having been heard: fear G-d,” etc., “for this is the
whole of man.”
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That is: the “man” who is upon the likeness of the throne, “like the appearance of a man, from

above,” namely, the level of the Torah, which is the 248 mitzvos, the 248 limbs of the King,

RITW IR N7 2193 992w3 7und 19wn1 1997 MNP 901 19793 170w T30 [neyn x5 17D 170w
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and the 365 prohibitions, corresponding to the 365 sinews. And all these levels were drawn down
below for the sake of revealing the attribute of awe, which is the level of nullifying [one’s] will
before
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the will of the Supreme King, both in “turn from evil” and in “do good”: to do everything that is
against a person’s will and nature, and to turn his heart from one extreme to the other.
AWy WK 93 53 "NYT° 27Y 7137 NOAPAY) M IRTPD 1ORT 09PN D3 DR MIWYS *TANEN wUnd
Rakirid oyl
As it is written, “And Havayah commanded us to do all these statutes, to fear,” etc. (And in Koheles
Rabbah on “I know that whatever G-d does”:
(22037 %17 x7] TR IRTT NIOT2 ROR IR KD PR D00 ORI RO 79173 1T P20 e PR
KD MnPW 2N3W 0190 “IWW 7RI KT 79173 719077 20 =) 7K L21D97 IRTW WY DOPpORM
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Rabbi Yudan said: Great is awe, for heaven and earth were created only in the merit of awe, as it is
written, “And G-d has made [it so] that they fear before Him.” Rabbi Yirmiyah said: Great is awe,
for the two books that Shlomo wrote he sealed only with awe, as it is written)
10 2°N2 77711 R99°02 590N R’ NRD° IWR 09T Dam 7 AP (X7 (2o mo) *°00 Y2wn 7903)
.XT° Q7PORT AR YRwa 9o 727

(in the book of Proverbs, at the end of chapter 31): “Grace is false and beauty is vain; a woman who
fears Havayah, she shall be praised.” And in this book it is written, “The end of the matter, all hav-

ing been heard: fear G-d.”
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And see on the matter of “a woman who fears Havayah, she shall be praised,” the second chapter of
Sanhedrin (20a); and Shemos Rabbah, section 1, on “And the midwives feared”; and Sefer

Chasidim, section 158.
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For the purpose of the creation of the worlds from nothing to something is so that there be a some-
thing, and that the something be nullified. That is, [for] His kingship, may He be blessed, for “there

is no king without a people,” etc.
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“Your kingship is a kingship over all worlds (olamim)”: the worlds and the concealment (he’elem)
are only from the level of Your kingship; and the purpose is not that there be concealment, but

rather
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so that His kingship, may He be blessed, be revealed. And in the revelation of the glory of His king-
ship, may He be blessed, there is the nullification of the something to the level of His kingship,
which is united with Him, with the very Infinite One, blessed be He. And all this is because so it
arose in His will: that there be gratification (nachas ruach) in the nullification of the something and
the subjugation of the sitra achra (the other side).
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And this is [the meaning of] “Elokim has made laughter for me”: the attribute of Elokim and the tz-
imtzum (contraction), so that there be something from nothing, are for the sake of the level of
laughter that will be in the time to come, “whoever hears will laugh with me,” in the time to come,

in the nullification of the something, “and the glory of Havayah will be revealed,” etc.
2V AWy YA 102 MIXNT NIND APy noan qwn on° 55 11071237 12070 POy 7Y 11°M
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That is, through the occupation in our Torah and our service throughout all the days of the exile:
for the main intent of the mitzvos, in “turn from evil” and in “do good,” is that there be the level of
“nullify your will” mentioned above; and through this, the nullification of the something comes
about each dayj, little by little.
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But on Rosh Hashanah and the Ten Days of Teshuvah, which are the general and collective expres-
sion (klalus) of the year, one must draw down this nullification in its general and collective form, so

that the drawing-down of the nullification be over the whole year.
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Therefore one must draw down from the level of the Supernal face: “Your face, Havayah, I will
seek”; “From the depths I called You, Havayah,” which is from the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof),
blessed be He, the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin), which is above Chochmah
and the Torah.
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And this is the matter of the blessing over mitzvos, which our Sages, of blessed memory, instituted
to say before every mitzvah: “Blessed are You,” etc. For one must draw down the level of “King of

the world” through doing the mitzvos, on account of
0°%yn OPIYT 970 RPW 1019972 7120 MRANT NI wON D102 n2 e 1PNIgna 1T IwR
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“Who has sanctified us with His commandments”; and there is drawn down the level of the nullifi-
cation of the something (bittul hayesh), so that there be a revelation of the glory of His kingship:
that the world not conceal and hide the life-force within it, to the point that it appears to physical
eyes as a something and a thing in its own right,
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but rather that it be “King of the world”: that the revelation of the world be in the level of “King,”
and every creature understand that the world is only the level of “King,” and that King and world

are truly one thing. As is written in Etz Chaim
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that this material earth is Malchus of Malchus of Asiyah, meaning that its coming into being from
nothing to something, constantly, at every moment, is through the illumination and influence of
Malchus of Malchus of Asiyah. And therefore it is nullified in its existence, in the comprehension
and knowledge that is from above looking down, as is explained at length in Sefer Shel Beinonim,
Sha’ar HaYichud VehaEmunah.

JINR 992 0°72IRY 2°1R0TPR DR OKY 10 OY KD 991 PR 20awa PRI ORIV NInNT mam

Now, the coming into being of the world is only for the sake of “there is no king without a people,”
etc. And therefore we say first, “Blessed are You,”
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that is to say, that this nullification be “blessed,” drawn down from the source of blessings, from
the Infinite Light, blessed be He, the light that encompasses all worlds. As is known, the nullifica-
tion of the physical something, which is the lowest in rank, comes through the highest illumination

and drawing-down
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(and see what is written in Parshas Bereishis in the discourse beginning “To understand the

i

reason,” etc., and in the discourse beginning “And to understand, in further explanation of the

9

matter of ‘And He formed,’” etc.; see there. And see what is written in Parshas Tetzaveh, at the end

of the discourse beginning “And you shall make holy garments”: and the purpose and end of the

blessing, etc. And see what is written in the Mikdash Melech, Parshas Tzav)
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(on page 26b), that it comes from a high place, etc., which is the mystery of “Blessed be the Name
of the glory of His kingdom forever and ever,” etc.; see there. And therefore, in order to come to

this level, that there be a revelation of His kingship,
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may He be blessed, in the level of the nullification of the physical something, one must first have
the level of the higher teshuvah: “Your face, Havayah, I will seek,” and “From the depths I called

[

You, Havayah,” “as water [reflects] face to face,” through the depth of the heart, to give up one’s

soul in [declaring G-d] One.
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And this is the matter of the higher unity (yichuda ila’ah) first, in the Shema: “Havayah is our G-d,
Havayah is One,” truly One, for all before Him is as nothing, truly as naught; and afterwards the
lower unity (yichuda tata’ah), in “Blessed be the Name of the glory of His kingdom forever and
ever,” in which the level of something is seen and revealed, but the something is nullified to noth-

ing for the sake of the revelation of the glory of His kingship, may He be blessed.
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So too in the blessing over mitzvos, “Blessed are You,” we first say “Havayah our G-d”: that is to
say, that He be our G-d and we be nullified to Him, may He be blessed, as the foot is nullified in re-
lation to the head.
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And so: “Israel is for Me a head,” and “a son is the leg of his father”: for this nullification is in the
level of true oneness, in that one becomes one and is included in the Infinite Light, blessed be He,
and gives over one’s soul to raise it on high as it was before its descent, when it was included in its

Emanator, blessed be He, in complete unity.
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And from this there is drawn down afterwards “King of the world,” the nullification of the some-
thing, like a servant before a king. For “the children of Israel are servants to Me; they are My ser-
vants,” “to Me” specifically, for the level of servant, too, is in the level of “to Me.” And see what is

written on “And now, I pray, let [the power] be great,” in Parshas Shelach.
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(Summary and explanation of “For with You is forgiveness, that You may be feared”: the ultimate
intent of the supernal drawings-down mentioned above is “that You may be feared,” and “G-d has
made [it so] that they fear before Him,” and this is the nullification of the something. And this is the

matter of the blessings over the mitzvos.)
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5. Now, this level, which is the revelation of the glory of His kingship, that there be something from
nothing such that the something be nullified to nothing, is called by the name ad,
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for ad is a term of eternity, as in “You shall not be ashamed nor disgraced, to all eternity (ad olmei
ad)”; “Forever and ever (le’adei ad) He shall reign.”
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Now, in a thing that is truly under time, there is no drawing-forth in the manner of eternity; and in
a thing that is above time, in the level of the Infinite, there the terms “eternity” and “worlds” do not

apply, for these terms apply only in the level and bounds of time, that it continue for so long a time;
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but what is not in the level and bounds of time, there the extension of time does not apply at all;

rather, “was,” “is” and “will be” are all one. And this level and this term, everlastingness and eter-

nity, do not apply
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except in the level of His kingship, may He be blessed, which is in the level and bounds of time:
“He is King, He was King, and He will reign,” as is explained in Sefer Shel Beinonim, Part II, chap-
ter 7.
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And even so, it is an illumination of the Infinite One (Ein Sof), blessed be He, who, as His Name is,
so is He: He has no end, etc. And so in the service of man, through the revelation of the Light
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of the Infinite One, blessed be He, upon his soul, His kingship, may He be blessed, “shall be estab-
lished” forever (la’ad) within the person, that there be a revelation of the glory of His kingship in

the level of “nullify your will,” for eternity, all his days, “that shall not be moved.”
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And this is [the meaning of] “Return, O Israel, unto (ad)”: that is, to return the level of ad, which is
the level of the revelation of the glory of His kingship, to its source and root, which is the very
Infinite Light, blessed be He.
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For the illumination of the Infinite Light in the level of the revelation of His kingship, may He be
blessed, which shines and is revealed in the level of “King of the world,” so that the world should
not conceal, etc., depends on the service of man, in the revelation of the Infinite Light, blessed be
He, upon his soul; and as our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “They were exiled to Edom; the
Shechinah is with them.”
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And so too when he is drawn after his body and his animal soul, which is from kelipah and the sitra
achra (the other side), the spark of G-dliness within him is in the exile of the body, etc.
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And the main thing is to return it in the manner of ad: that is, that this illumination be in it for eter-
nity, forever and ever, never to be moved, and not that it be only at intervals and set times;
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rather, the fear of G-d should be upon his face, in the revelation of the glory of His kingship, may
He be blessed, always. For an illumination that comes at intervals is called by the name dodim
(“lovers”); rather, [the aim is] that the lower unity (yichuda tata’ah) be
(%35 1PMITN° $0° 221 19%° 52 SRR WURD 1) 1Pwann RPT PPY0Y 1090 N2 IRDY RTIN 13
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like the higher unity (yichuda ila’ah), the level of “two companions who never part” (and this is as it
is written, “a tent that shall not be moved, and whose pegs shall never be pulled up”) (Isaiah, chap-
ter 33, [verse| 20). And this is
M2 17 NAATN2 10 77 PN2W 7°0° R0 01°2 27Y %9212 [(5rrarn?) 170 cwipa) n”pb: 2NOW M
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as is written in the Likkutei Torah of the Arizal on Zechariah, on “On that day [Havayah]| shall be

[One],” that the level of vav-hei will be at the rank of yud-hei, etc.; and as a matter of course there

will be “a tent that shall not be moved,”
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as is written in Emek HaMelech, Gate Six, at the end of chapter 47. And see on this the Zohar, Part I,
Bereishis (53a), Vayechi (239a), and the end of Tisa (194a).
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That is: now there are ascents and descents in the level of Malchus, and therefore it is called “the
Tent of Meeting (ohel mo’ed),” a term for a fixed time, for the First Temple stood 410 years, etc.;
whereas in the time to come there will be no changes, but rather “it shall not be moved.”
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And this will come through the revelation of the level of the light that encompasses all worlds

(sovev kol almin), as is explained on this at the end of the discourse beginning “Know this day and

take to heart,” on the matter of “and the earth shall be filled with knowledge,” etc.
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And this is [the meaning of] “a tranquil habitation, a tent that shall not be moved.” For “tranquil
habitation” (naveh sha’anan) is the drawing-down from the level of “I, Havayah, have not
changed,” as is written in the Idra Rabba (end of 137a): “‘Tranquil habitation’ is said of Atik

Yomin.”
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And from this level it will be drawn down that there be “a tent that shall not be moved,” etc.,
“whose pegs shall never be pulled up.” A peg is what binds and joins the tent to the ground (as

Rashi writes in the Chumash at the end of Terumah);
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and this is the matter of “for all that is in heaven and on earth,” “that holds fast to heaven and
earth.” And see what is written at the end of the discourse beginning “For the mountains shall de-

part,” regarding “and My covenant of peace shall not be moved.”
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And this is [the meaning of] “For thus says the High and Exalted One, who dwells forever (shochen
ad).” And as it is written, “Havayah shall reign forever and ever (le’olam va’ed).” And this is the
matter of “May His great Name be blessed forever and to all eternity.”
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For the meaning of shmei rabba is “His great Name,” which is the level of the very Infinite Light (Or
Ein Sof); and therefore, through this, the blessing and drawing-down will be “forever and to all
eternity,” in the manner of “it shall not be moved,” etc.
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And all this is by the power of teshuvah; and this is [the meaning of| “Return, O Israel, unto (ad).”

And see on the matter of “Return, O Israel” in the Midrash Rabbah, Vayeshev, section 84.
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“For you have stumbled in your iniquity”: through sin he stumbles, like a person who trips on his
foot and falls headfirst. So: “They were exiled to Edom; the Shechinah is with them.”
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And the counsel given is: “Take words with you,” that is, the arousal of the Thirteen Attributes of
Mercy in the Ten Days of Teshuvah, which are supernal mercies, simple mercies, from the level of
“And Havayah passed before his face (al panav).” And this itself is the level of the higher teshuvah,
from the depth of the heart: “And they cried out to Havayah in their distress,” to the point
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that it touches the very soul and his very life depends on it; which is the illumination that is above
reason and knowledge that are grasped and understood through the contemplation of one’s

intellect.
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And likewise the Thirteen Attributes are above the level of Chochmah and of knowledge (daas) that

is grasped and understood. For they asked Wisdom, “The soul that sins, how is it to be atoned?”

and it said, “The soul that sins, it shall die.”
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For Wisdom dictates that this be a positive commandment and that a prohibitive commandment,
and one who transgresses this and acts against what Wisdom dictates deserves such-and-such a

punishment, like all the punishments written in the Torah, for “the Torah issues from Chochmah.”
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But the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy, which are to have mercy and to be gracious even though he is
not deserving, fitting and worthy from the standpoint of Chochmah, and he is forgiven, are above

the level of Chochmah and knowledge.
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Therefore it is said, “Take words with you”: the words are with you, for the essence of teshuvah is in
the heart, “the inward part of a man and a deep heart,” the depth of the heart, which is far above

intellect and contemplation.
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And teshuvah does not come about because of contemplating these words that one sets to one’s
heart, as [happens] with the two blessings before the Shema, which were instituted in order to fulfill

9

[in] the Shema “One” and “And you shall love,” namely through contemplating how the angels

sanctify and how “With an everlasting love You have loved us”
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(and this level of contemplation is called “words,” in the manner of “And put into our hearts un-

derstanding, to understand,” etc., that is, to understand one thing from within another; “within a

thing” is the light that fills all worlds (memalei kol almin), and from it one must [come to] the level

of the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin), etc., as is explained in the discourse be-

ginning “The heavens are My throne”).
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But in teshuvah, which is from the depth of the heart, the words do not arouse, that is, the under-
standing and comprehension, for this teshuvah is above comprehension and understanding.
Rather, the words are only so that this depth of the heart come out from concealment into

revelation.
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“Say to Him: Forgive all iniquity (kol tisa avon)”: because You are “all” (kol), and the general and
collective expression (klalus) of everything, that is, the level of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof),
blessed be He, the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin), which is above Chochmah.
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For from Chochmah downward there is division into particulars, wisdom and emotive attributes
(middos); but above Chochmah there is no division at all.
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Therefore “forgive iniquity”: for the blemish of iniquity does not reach there, since it blemished

only in the level of Chochmah, as mentioned above.
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“And we will render [for] bullocks [the offering of] our lips”: for teshuvah is greater than all the of-
ferings. For of an offering it is said, “an offering to Havayah,” “a fire-offering, a pleasing fragrance

to Havayah,”
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that is, because an offering means that the animal is offered upon the altar in place of the person’s
animal soul, a soul for a soul; and now that we have no offerings, prayer is in place of an offering.
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And Michael stands and offers the souls of Israel. “Michael the High Priest” is the level of “great

love” (ahavah rabbah) that comes from above, to give up one’s soul in [declaring G-d] One.
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Now, all year this drawing-down is by way of the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus),
through the angels, “Michael the High Priest.” But of the Ten Days of Teshuvah it is written, “Seek
Havayah when He may be found,” which is the drawing-down of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof),
blessed be He, Himself, not by way of hishtalshelus.
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And see what is written in the discourse beginning “I am my Beloved’s,” on the matter of “who
grazes among the lilies.” [This comes| only through the level of the higher teshuvah, which is from

the depth of the heart, as mentioned above;
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therefore the matter of the offerings is done by ourselves. (And this is why on Yom Kippur wearing
a sandal is forbidden, as the Shelah writes: that the shoe and the sandal allude to the angels
Metatron and Sandal[fon], who are called “the shoe of the Shechinah,” and Yom Kippur is above

this level, etc.;
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see there. That is: Metatron and Sandal|[fon]| tie bonds for their Maker from the prayers of Israel, for
they raise up the prayers, as is explained elsewhere on “How beautiful are your steps in shoes,”

etc.; and this is like what there was with the offerings, “a lion that consumes the offerings,” etc.
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However, on Yom Kippur there is no need for the prayers to be raised by the angels; rather, the
Holy One, blessed be He, Himself receives them. And see what is written elsewhere, in the dis-
course beginning “As an eagle stirs up” and in the discourse beginning “And the lion, like the ox,
shall eat straw,” etc.) And there is brought about an additional ascent, elevation upon elevation, in
the level of “the depths.”
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And the explanation: in the Ten Days of Teshuvah, until Yom Kippur, when “before (lifnei)
Havayah you shall be purified,” one reaches the level of the face (pnei) of Havayah, the level of
“face” mentioned above. Although it is written, “My face shall not be seen,” that means that the

face itself does not come to revelation;

TOWNT NI°M23 IRT° XD 191 O3 I 12 1903 N1 PPARTP DOpRYRn awn wnl "M9oan Dax
SWPAN 21 7730 DR IRDYT N3°M22 DR qunb

but the revelation is drawn from there: “From the depths I called You,” that there be a revelation of
the level of Havayah. And also, “My face shall not be seen” is in the manner of drawing down be-

low; but in the manner of ascent, “Your face, Havayah, [ will seek.”
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