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An explanation (biur) on “Return, O Israel” (Shuvah Yisrael).
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It is stated in Mishnas Chassidim (Tractate Yoma), on the matter of the seven times “Havayah is
Elokim” that are said at Ne’ilah on Yom Kippur; these are its words: ““Havayah’ is Z’eir Anpin (the
emotive attributes); ‘is Elokim’ is Nukva (the feminine), etc. Havayah, Z’eir Anpin, in turn be-
comes Elokim when it ascends to Atika, for relative to Atika it is considered as Elokim.” End of

quote.
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The explanation is this: there are two interweavings, the interweaving of Havayah within Ado-nai
and the interweaving of Ado-nai within Havayah, and these are the levels of the higher unity
(yvichuda ila’ah) and the lower [unity] (yichuda tata’ah), as is explained (in Likkutei Amarim
[Tanya], Part II); for this is a rule in Pri Etz Chaim: the first letter in the Name is the one that pre-

vails, etc.
2 ’?57 922 10 PPaw TIN'?’S? RTIM° 12 RO A1WRT NIRRT 72000 102 IR 1900 00 R¥HN

MR QW 99011 *IX

It follows that the interweaving of Ado-nai within Havayah, in which the yud is the first letter, is the
level of the higher unity, in which the level of Havayah prevails over the level of Ado-nai, and the
Name Ado-nai is included
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in the Name Havayah. And the interweaving of Havayah within Ado-nai is the lower unity, in which
the alef is the first letter, so that the Name Ado-nai prevails over the Name Havayah. (And see what

is written in the discourse beginning “And you shall offer a burnt offering, a fire offering.”)
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And the point is this: the Name Ado-nai is the Name Elokim, for both are one level, as is written in
the Mishnas Chassidim mentioned above, that Elokim is Nukva, etc.
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Now, the level of Nukva is the level of speech, which is separate and is the outer garment of the
soul. It is not like thought, even though thought too is a garment of the soul
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(only it is an inner garment); this is like “that locust whose garment is of itself and within itself,” for
thought is united with the soul, since such is the way and order of the creation of the intellectual
soul: it thinks and ponders constantly. Speech, by contrast, is only at times,
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and even this depends on the will of the soul: when it wishes, it enclothes itself [in speech], etc. And
so it is with the level of Nukva, which is the source of separate beings: it is the level of supernal
speech, letters and combinations that separate, so that there comes to be a division into worlds
without number, “a thousand thousands,” etc.,

12 0™ 0°R192°2 1°R1 1D 113127 1A0D Mnwn 0°9X7 12917 TR TRM 0°27 07707 1Y 1Y
until the separate beings became very, very many, many angels and souls, and many more like
them, etc.; and no two creatures are alike, etc.
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And “from my flesh I behold”: of the two hands of a person, one is right and one is left, and they

are not alike; and even the flesh that covers the whole body,
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which is one flesh, has places in it: there is a place that is high and [a place] that is low, etc. There
are reasons for this in the way of the Kabbalah, and the researchers too have investigated and

found it so, etc.
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In the same way, there is a great multiplicity of division among the angels, such as the camp of
Michael, in love, and the camp of Gavriel, in awe, etc.; and among the souls, Avraham, the attribute
of love, and Yitzchak, awe, etc.
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And among them all, no one is like another, etc. The root and source of the creatures’ life-force, so

that there is a division of all these levels, is the supernal speech; that is, because it does not draw

down life-force to them
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except at the level of a king, as is known from the matter of “There is no king without a people

(am)”: [am, as in] omemos (dimmed), etc., separate things, etc. And this is the matter of the Names

Ado-nai and Elokim: to be Master (adon) and Elokim, [meaning| mighty (takif), etc.
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And this is their life-force and their existence: that they should have a coming-into-being of their
own, which is why they are distinct one from another. Nevertheless, a level of self-nullification (bit-

tul) is drawn down to them from above, so that while being separate they should be nullified,
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as it is written, “And the host of the heavens bow down to You”; and this drawing down is from the
level of Havayabh. It is like the matter of “Dominion and fear are with Him; He makes peace in His

heights,” where the peace is that the water does not extinguish [the fire], etc.,
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because both are nullified in their source, since the level of “dominion and fear” is drawn down.
And this is the matter of the interweaving of Havayah within Ado-nai; for
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in order for two levels, an upper and a lower, to be joined, one of two things is needed: either the
lower raises itself to ascend to the upper, or the upper descends and lowers itself down to the

lower.
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Now, the interweaving of Havayah within Ado-nai is the descent and drawing down of a higher lev-
el from above to below, which is the level of bittul drawn down into the created beings, so that they
are separate and [yet] nullified, etc.; as it will be in the Time to Come, “For eye to eye they shall

see,” etc., “and all flesh shall see,” etc.
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That is, in physicality, in the place of this world, a supernal light will be drawn down. And of this it
is said, “She has fallen; she shall no more rise.” The meaning is that “rise” is a term for raising up

and ascent from below to above, like the ascents of the worlds on Shabbos and Yom Tov,
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which is the interweaving of Ado-nai within Havayah. And in this mode of “rising” she shall not
continue any more; rather, there will be drawings-down from above to below, and in the place of
darkness, there the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, will dwell.
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This is as our Sages, of blessed memory, said about the World to Come, which is the World of the
Resurrection: “In it there is no eating, etc., but the righteous sit and delight, etc.”
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For certainly it does not mean that the physical limbs will be done away with; for if so, what does it
teach us [in saying] that there is no eating there? After all, the soul before its coming [into the body]
also had no eating, and nothing of the matters of this world applied to it at all.
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Rather, certainly there will be a body and physical limbs. (For “the World to Come” does not mean
Gan Eden, the world of souls; rather, it is the World of the Resurrection.)
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If so, we need to understand: since there is no eating there, etc., then the creation of the body and
the limbs is in vain, G-d forbid.
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But the explanation is that the physical body and limbs too will be nourished from the spiritual:
their delight in the radiance of the Shechinah (Divine Presence) becomes food for the body and the

physical limbs, the physical innards and stomach, etc.
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As it was with Moshe on the mountain for forty days: his body and limbs were wholly physical, yet

they were nourished from the spiritual.
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Only, in Moshe’s case, after his descent from the mountain the body’s organs needed physical

food, because the world had not yet been refined, etc. Not so in the Time to Come, when the materi-
ality of the world will be refined and “all flesh shall see,” etc.:
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then supernal nourishment will be drawn down below, even into the place of darkness, into the

physical limbs, as mentioned above. And this level is what we ask for on Rosh HaShanah and Yom

Kippur: “And You, He (Hu), Havayah our G-d, will reign,” etc.;
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that is, that the level of “He” and the level of “Havayah our G-d,” which are lofty levels and rungs of
the Infinite Light, blessed be He, should be in a state of kingship and revelation, so that the world is
conducted through them; that is, that spiritual nourishment should flow into the physical organs

and limbs.
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And this is the first interpretation of “Havayah is Elokim.” (That is to say, the two interweavings
mentioned above all still come under one interpretation of “Havayah is Elokim,” namely the high-
er unity (yichuda ila’ah) and the lower unity (yichuda tata’ah).)

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/shabbos-shuvah/2/ 7



LIKKUTEI TORAH - SHABBOS SHUVAH - MAAMAR 2 T?N-]ws i3l by TIR2

RITW [mzezx] "298K M2 R 07 P02 D37 %3 5D S0 K17 17 IR 2°N02 7137 %9 K17 °27 ®D IR 2
13 97731 1R 1072 T O ITORT NIPOX

2. But the second interpretation is this: it is written, “I am Havayah; that is My Name.” The mean-
ing is that although the level of Havayah is the level of the World of Atzilus (Emanation), which is
G-dliness, for “He and His life-forces are one in them, and He and His vessels (ihu vegarmohi),”

etc.,
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nevertheless it bears no comparison to the very essence and being of the Infinite One (Ein Sof),
blessed be He; and the whole level of Atzilus is no more than the level of a name, as in the analogy
of a person’s name, “Avraham,” which is not of his essence at all, etc., and as in the analogy of the

radiance of the sun, etc.
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And this is [the meaning of] what is said in Mishnas Chassidim, “relative to Atika”: that is, the
Malchus (sovereignty) of the Infinite One, etc. And that the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) is drawn down
to become the Ten Sefiros, Chochmah (wisdom) and Chesed (kindness), etc., means that it con-

tracted itself to be enclothed in the level of Chochmah, not only in the vessels
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but even in the lights; this is only by way of tzimtzum (contraction) and enclothement. “You are
wise” (ant chakim): the meaning is, “You” is the Infinite Light, blessed be He, lowering Himself

into the level of “wise,”
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for “in the place of His greatness, there you find His humility,” etc. And this is [the meaning of] “the
great, the mighty” (hagadol hagibor): a hei with gadol (great), a hei with gibor (mighty); for in or-
der to be great and mighty, He contracted [Himself] through the hei, and to be awesome there are

two contractions, the vav and hei of vehanora (and the awesome), etc.
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And this is the matter of Yaakov’s prayer, “If Elokim will be with me,” that is, a drawing down from
above to below, “and will guard me on this way,” to carry out refinements (birurim), etc.; for he
went to Charan, [a name] from the expression charon af (wrath), which is the place of the kelipos
(husks) and the sitra achra (the other side), etc.
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And afterwards, when “I return in peace to my father’s house, then Havayah will be to me as

Elokim”: that is to say, the level of Havayah will be for me in the state of Elokim and tzimtzum (con-

traction), relative to the very essence of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof).
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For the level of Yaakov is that he rises higher and higher, to the loftiest heights, “running through
from end to end”; for the attribute of Yaakov is “an inheritance without bounds,” which is without
limit.
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For the attribute of Avraham, which is Chesed (kindness), has a limit to how far it will spread, be-
cause there is something that holds back and prevents the spreading.
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For kindness is given out of love and generosity, and this has a measure and a limit: how far the

love reaches, and how much generosity it is fitting to give, depending on the recipient, whether he

is worthy of it and to what extent he is worthy, etc.
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Not so the attribute of Yaakov, which is compassion: to this there is no limit, for even though [the
other] is not worthy of it, nevertheless one should have compassion on him, etc.
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And this is [the meaning of| “Return, O Israel, unto (ad) Havayah your G-d (Elokecha)”: that is, to

be at the level of “Israel,” until (ad) Havayah will be at the level of Elokim, etc., as mentioned
above.
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And this is [the meaning of| “And Chanah prayed upon (al) Havayah,” “upon” specifically, “and

wept bitterly”: this is the level of compassion. For although weeping also comes from joy, neverthe-

less it is not joy alone,
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for in the joy of a wedding, weeping does not mingle; only in a joy that comes out of pain, like “the
advantage of light that comes from darkness,” and like one who was far from his father and after-
wards saw him, etc.
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So weeping comes from the inter-inclusion of the two levels, like compassion, which is composed
of two levels. And through this the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy are drawn down: “And He called,

Havayah, Havayah”: the first Havayah calls and draws down the second Havayah.
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For the first Havayah is in Arich Anpin; there [it is], “Gracious and compassionate is Havayah,” for
in order for there to be Havayah, “gracious and compassionate” comes first. And the second
Havayah is in Z’eir Anpin (the emotive attributes), so that there is “Havayah, G-d, compassionate
and gracious,” etc. And as it is written,
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“For with You is forgiveness, so that You may be feared.” The meaning is: when forgiveness, a reve-

lation of will, the level of Arich Anpin, is drawn down, then [comes] “so that You may be feared”: a

revelation of the yud that rests upon His head, in which awe dwells, which is the light of Abba

(Chochmah).
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For Abba draws from the eighth mazal, and Abba is the root of the World of Atzilus (Emanation).
And through this the level of Havayah is drawn down, which is the level of
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the general and collective expression (klalus) of all of Atzilus; and the whole of Atzilus becomes
rectified again, after one has blemished the letter yud, etc. And this is through “Return, O Israel,

unto Havayah your G-d,” etc.
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