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“Return, O Israel”
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“Return, O Israel,” etc. Now, there are two levels, Yaakov and Yisrael; and it is written, “Not Yaakov
shall [your name] be called,” etc. The explanation is this.
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Now, it is known that the purpose of the creation of the worlds is that there be for Him, may He be
blessed, a dwelling place among the lower realms (dirah betachtonim), that is, through the subju-

gation of the sitra achra (iskafya) and the transformation of darkness into light (is’hapcha), etc. For
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indeed, olam (“world”) is from the term he’lem (“concealment”), which is the darkness and the
hiddenness that conceals and hides the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, that dwells within
it, so that it appears to be something (yesh), a thing unto itself. And this darkness will be trans-

formed into light in the Time to Come,
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for “eye to eye they shall see,” etc. And this is through our deeds and our divine service during the
days of exile, in the manner of the subjugation and transformation of the soul from “the one oppo-

site the other,” by fulfilling what is written, “Know this day and take it to your heart
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that Havayah, He is Elokim,” etc. For through this level of knowing, which belongs to “today, to do

them,” and which is the level of knowledge alone, one merits, in the days of Mashiach, “tomorrow,

to receive their reward,” at the level of actual sight,
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for “eye to eye they shall see,” etc. And see what is written at the end of the discourse beginning
“When you hearken to the voice.” And the meaning of “Havayah, He is Elokim” is the higher unity
(yichuda ila’ah) and the lower unity (yichuda tata’ah) (the interweaving of the Name Havayah with-
in the Names Elokim and Ado-nai, and the interweaving of the Names Elokim and Ado-nai within
the Name Havayah)
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that are in the Shema: “One,” and “Blessed be the name of the glory of His kingdom forever and

ever” (and see what is written in the discourse beginning “Go forth and behold,” on the subject of

“Lift up your hands”), through which one will come to “And you shall love,” etc.,
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and to be in the mode of subjugation and transformation, etc. Therefore we recite the Shema twice
every day, evening and morning, because this unity of “Havayah, He is Elokim” must be “in the

heavens above
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and upon the earth,” etc.; and corresponding to these two levels, which are heaven and earth, we

recite the Shema twice, evening and morning.
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(And see what is written on the subject of evening and morning, the attribute of night and the at-
tribute of day, in the discourse beginning “Because you did not serve.” And this is also the mean-
ing of “For a G-d of knowledges,” that there are two [kinds of] knowledge: [the view] from below up-
ward is called “something from nothing” (yesh me’ayin),
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and this is the attribute of night; and from above downward it is the reverse, that above is the exis-
tence (yesh) and below is “considered as nothing,” and this is the attribute of day. And see what is
written at the end of the discourse beginning “And the number of the children of Israel shall be.”)
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Now, just as in the world there are heaven and earth, so in the soul of man there are these two lev-
els, for the soul is comprised of these four levels: intellect and thought, speech and action. (And
see Zohar, Part III, Pinchas, 220b, on the verse “There is no action or reckoning,” etc.)
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Now, intellect and thought are the level of heaven, and speech and action are the level of earth. For
although thought too is a garment of the soul,
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like speech and action, nevertheless thought is comprised in and united with the intellective soul,
and it is impossible for it to have intellect without the letters of thought;
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so it is like that locust whose garment is of itself and within itself. Whereas speech and action are
levels separate from the soul, and the soul does not clothe itself in them always, but only at the

times when one speaks and acts, etc.
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Therefore it is called by the name “earth.” And there must be subjugation and transformation in

the soul from “the one opposite the other,” both in the level of heaven and in the level of earth, so

that all four levels be united with G-d alone;
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that is, that intellect and speech be filled with Torah, for the Torah [comes] from Chochmah, etc.,

and “you shall speak of them,” etc.; and the level of action is stated explicitly in the second section:

“and you shall gather in your grain,” which is the deed of charity, etc.

AT 7I0Y 2Py NI wnin S11°21 1101 2 2Py 2PY° °n2 R°1 1 RNND RTIN° 73
RIDINRI R°DONK N1°0°

Now, the lower unity (yichuda tata’ah) is the level of Yaakov: yud akev (“heel”), the yud, the level of

Chochmah (wisdom) and self-nullification (bittul), drawn down into the level of the heel and the

end of the level, so that there be subjugation and transformation.
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That is, when a person is still at the level of battle in this subjugation and transformation, for then
the attribute of Elokim and tzimtzum (contraction), so that there be a world of separation (alma de-

peruda), is what prevails in him, and it is primary in the person’s soul;
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only that he draws down the level of the yud, that is, the interweaving of Havayah within Elokim
and Ado-nai, for “Havayah, by Chochmah,” etc. But Yisrael:
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“for you have striven with Elokim,” that the Name Havayah has already prevailed over the Name

Elokim, that is, the interweaving of the Names Elokim and Ado-nai within Havayah;
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so he is above the level of Elokim, which is the tzimtzum, etc. And “with men”: these are the forces
that spread forth from the Name Elokim, which are the agents of judgment and accusation, etc.
(And see Zohar, Part I, Vayishlach, 174a.)
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2. Now, it is written, “And all the people saw, and they fell on their faces, and they said, ‘Havayah,
He is Elokim,’” twice (in I Kings, chapter 18).
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(And see about this in [Midrash] Rabbah on Koheles, near its end, at the end of the passage “Dead
flies make the perfumer’s oil reek and pour forth”; and Zohar, Part III) (65a, 264a);
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Zohar, Part I (45a); in Tanna DeBei Eliyahu, chapter 17; Jerusalem Talmud, chapter 3 of Taanis, ha-

lachah 4; and see Rashi’s commentary (on Judges, chapter 5) on the verse “Hear, O kings,” [that] at

Carmel it will be said twice.
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Now, to understand why they repeated it twice. But the explanation is that “Havayah, He is Elokim”

has two meanings. The first: that Havayah is the revelation of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed

be He, as a drawing down and spreading forth,
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which is from the level of Havayah and Chesed (kindness), “He remembered His kindness,” to
bring all beings into being; this very [light] is itself Elokim and the tzimtzum (contraction) by

which it contracted itself so that there be separate, finite worlds,

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/shabbos-shuvah/ 7
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with a multitude of divisions of levels, kinds upon different kinds. For this tzimtzum, although in
truth it is a great contraction relative to the Infinite Light, blessed be He, which is not limited, is

nevertheless Havayah itself,
555 MIRRIYI 10 KD DIZRET TYRAR WO 1RD NPT DI NNAR T N qwnl Y e
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since through it the level of Havayah is drawn down to bring all beings into being from nothing to
something; for without the tzimtzum there would be no worlds at all, since they would be nullified
in their source and would be as if they were not. If so, the tzimtzum too is the very Havayah and the

drawing down of Chesed, and they are united in a complete and absolutely true unity.
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(And see what is written about this in the discourse beginning “And Elokim spoke,” etc., “I am
Havayah,” “and I appeared to Avraham,” etc., and at the end of the discourse beginning “Know

this day.”) And the second meaning:
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that the level of Havayah and the drawing down of Chesed which brings all beings into being (for
on this account it is called Havayah, from the term hoveh, “being,” and the yud at the beginning of

the word is to show that He brings into being constantly), this level is
7 NPT SR XTI IR ©rRO1 919735 T920° 1NN INRRY 5235 D13 D’P'?N »na P
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only the level of Elokim and tzimtzum relative to His Essence and Being, may He be blessed, as it
were; as it is written, “I am Havayah, that is My Name”: the level of Havayah is only the level of a
name, like, by way of analogy, a person’s name, Avraham, which is only for others, to call him by

his name,

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/shabbos-shuvah/ 8
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but the name has no comparison or relation at all to the essence and being of the person, for it is
not of his being nor of his measure at all. So too:
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this level of the drawing down of Havayah and Chesed from the Infinite Light, blessed be He, to

give life to the worlds and to bring them into being from nothing to something, bears no compari-

son at all to Him, may He be blessed, as in the analogy of the radiance of the sun [compared] with

the sun, etc. For
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indeed, He alone, may He be blessed, is holy and set apart from the category of worlds; and His
Name too is “exalted,” at the level of “alone”; only “His splendor” and the radiance of His Name
are “upon the earth,” etc., a glimmer of a glimmer;
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and even this is at the level of “upon” (al) specifically. And the level of Havayah does not apply to
Him, may He be blessed, for the meaning of Havayah is the yud, Chochmah (wisdom), etc.;
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and even “You are wise, but not with a knowable wisdom” does not apply to Him, may He be
blessed, except relative to the level of the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus), in which the

levels of Chochmah and Binah (understanding) came down in a chain;
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and He, may He be blessed, is their source, as it is written, “For with You is the source of life,” and

He is the source of Chochmah and the source of Binah;

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/shabbos-shuvah/ 9
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but He does not actually clothe Himself in the level of Chochmah, for it is written, “And Chochmah
is found from ayin (nothing)”: from the level of ayin, that is, the coming into being of Chochmah is
not by way of a chain-like descent and clothing of the Infinite Light, blessed be He, itself,

(29w [an) >0 K2 7772 1°97) K®12 W7D *12 171 712 K17 02K 1°R R W *>12an KON
but from a level that is nothing and naught, which is the level of radiance, etc., as is explained else-
where. (And see the discourse beginning “None shall miscarry.”)
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And this radiance is itself a vast and immense contraction relative to the Infinite Light, blessed be
He, itself, as it were.
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And this is what Yaakov said in his prayer: “If Elokim will be with me and will guard me,” etc., “and
I return in peace to my father’s house,”
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then, “and Havayah will be to me as Elokim.” The meaning is: after “Elokim will be with me,” in the
mode of subjugation and transformation (iskafya and is’hapcha), and after all the levels up to “and

I return in peace,” etc.,
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then he will come and reach a great and wondrous level, namely self-nullification (bittul) and in-
clusion in the Infinite Light, blessed be He, itself, which is far, far above the level of Havayah, until

the level of Havayah will be considered as the level of Elokim.

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/shabbos-shuvah/ 10
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(And see what is written about this at the end of the discourse beginning “I am Havayah your G-d,”
in the section of tzitzis, and at the end of the discourse beginning “And I return in peace”; and see
[Midrash] Rabbah, Vayetzei, section 70, regarding “The Holy One, blessed be He, took the words of
the Patriarchs and made them a key to the redemption of the children”; and see what is written

about this at the end of the discourse beginning “And all your children.”)
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3. Now, Yaakov spoke in the order of the levels, from below upward, and this is the level of the tzad-
dikim, who walk before G-d from level to level.
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But one who has strayed from the path and “sinned against the soul,” having caused a blemish

through some prohibition or through neglecting a positive commandment, cannot draw down the

level of Havayah into the level of Elokim, in the higher and lower unity, so that there be subjuga-

tion and transformation, since he has blemished the Name Havayah.
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For the mitzvos are called “the mitzvos of Havayah,” as is said in the holy Zohar, that they hang
upon His Name like grapes on a cluster, on the right and on the left: on the right the positive com-

mandments, and on the left the prohibitive commandments.
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Now, in the order of the bedtime Shema we say, “If I have blemished the letter yud and become li-
able to stoning”; and likewise, in the confession “For the sin” on Yom Kippur, we mention stoning,

burning, etc.

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/shabbos-shuvah/ 11
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They did not speak specifically of grave transgressions for which one is liable to actual stoning

(such as one who worships idols, who is among those who are stoned),
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for the Torah is in the mode of hishtalshelus (a chain of descent), having within it physicality and

spirituality; and just as there is physical stoning for transgressions that are grave in physical terms,

so there is spiritual stoning for a sin that our Sages, of blessed memory, weighed as grave trans-

gressions, along the lines of the saying of our Sages, of blessed memory, in the chapter Lifnei

Eideihen, “Jews outside the Land,” etc.
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For idolatry in its physical sense is bowing down to the sun and moon, because from them comes
forth the flow of sustenance, as it is written, “with the bounty of the produce of the sun, and with
the bounty of the yield of the
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moons.” Although in truth the flow is drawn down through them, they are only the agents of the
flow, and one who bows down to them regards them as something (yesh) and a separate thing, as if
they bestowed [it] on their own.
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Now, physical bowing means that one bends his physical head and body; and there is spiritual
bowing, when one bends and nullifies his intellect before the thing that flows from the sun and the

moon, which are “the bounty of the produce,” etc.,

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/shabbos-shuvah/ 12
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in anxiety over his livelihood, by means of some stratagem, as if that stratagem were the main
thing in this flow. Although it is said, “And Havayah your G-d will bless you in all that you do,” it is
written “Havayah your G-d”: that it should not be separate from His G-dliness, may He be blessed,
etc.
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Whereas when he regards the stratagem as the essence of the flow, which is the level of separate-
ness, etc., for this he is liable to spiritual stoning,
M2 MAN2NT2 12% MNeS 931 XPw 1aR 29 1% NS 0913 YR 1190 0°1aR3A RO 19°p0 0D
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for stoning is with stones; that is, through this he brings it about that he has a heart of stone, so that
he cannot open his heart in contemplation of the level of Havayah, etc.
Lokl %7 anw 5% 072519 NTIAY T21¥ 12RI OW 19 M7 MDA 1D 031971 95 =)
And likewise “whoever becomes angry,” etc., and haughtiness of spirit, etc., which are as though
one worships idols, because they are the opposite of self-nullification (bittul);
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and so he blemishes the letter yud, which is the matter of self-nullification, the level of Chochmah
(wisdom), etc. And likewise through neglecting positive commandments that depend on the letter

yud: neglect of Torah [study], for the Torah [comes] from Chochmabh, etc.
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(And see the Ra’aya Mehemna at the beginning of Parshas Ki Sisa, and Parshas Shoftim, 274b.) And
the hei of the Name is the level of contemplation, at length and breadth, on the greatness of the

Infinite One (Ein Sof), blessed be He, to set one’s heart aflame, etc.;

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/shabbos-shuvah/ 13
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that is, like the letter hei, which has length and breadth, by way of analogy. And corresponding to
this is burning: that he burns his heart with a strange fire and with lusts for material things, etc.
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And similarly there are many particular transgressions and neglects of mitzvos that blemish the
Name Havayah, each one according to what he knows in his own soul; and therefore he cannot
draw down the Name Havayah into the level of Elokim, which is the tzimtzum (contraction), in the

lower and higher unity, so that there be subjugation and transformation.
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The counsel that is counseled for this is “And they cried out to Havayah”: in order for there to be
drawings down of Havayah, one must first have the level of a cry in the heart, “from the inward
part of man and a deep heart,” from the depth of the heart, and be nullified and included in the
Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, itself, which is above the level of Havayah,
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for “I am Havayah, that is My Name,” etc., as mentioned above; but in respect of His Essence and
Being, may He be blessed, He is called by the name Anochi (“I”), “Who I am,” which is not
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grasped by a name. And of this it is said, “I, I (Anochi Anochi) am He Who blots out your transgres-
sions for My sake”; and it is written, “Before Havayah shall you be purified”: above the level of

Havayah, for there is the ascent of the souls of Israel as awhole on Yom Kippur.

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/shabbos-shuvah/ 14
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And this is through the level of compassion, the attribute of Yaakov, which “extends from end to

end”: that is, from the lowest end, where he has descended lower and lower, to the highest end, at

the very top of all

Wwa1aw mpbx 7181 5y 0ONM7 97IY°W XTI MR 0210 NONan 9YnhY 29Ik na 377
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levels, the level of Anochi, which is above the level of Havayah. And this level of compassion is that

he arouse compassion upon the spark of G-dliness in his soul, after he takes to heart the exalted-

ness of the Infinite One, blessed be He, in His glory and His very Self, Who is high and lofty above

the level of Havayah,

7181 5y 19173 NI AR ORI NPRWA 1YY RITY 2°N00 NOWY 11ROn3 09197 11mona I 0
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for “Havayah, by Chochmah,” and it is written, “You have made them all with Chochmah,” which is
like physical making. And therefore great is the compassion for the spark of G-dliness in his soul,

how it has come down astonishingly “from a high roof,” etc.
TARY 91195 RP°°7 T°1092 10 0°2917 "0 ooy ’P‘?N DoOWP2R IR ANIR T N3N NN
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And it is this level of compassion that we request: “G-d of the world, in Your abundant
compassion,” etc. “In Your compassion” specifically, that is, You know how great the compassion

is, without measure, and it is not within the capacity of our souls’ comprehension
5123 133 17915 M1NWIW INRN 772 DR RN NNRTA T91TAT 7070 DY MANAT ORIy DT YYD
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to gauge the greatness of the intensity of the compassion over this great descent from the Infinite
Light, blessed be He; since our souls are in a state of limitation and created something from noth-
ing, they do not have this feeling about this descent from the Infinite Light, blessed be He. (And see

what is written in the discourse beginning “As an eagle stirs up.”)

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/shabbos-shuvah/ 15
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And this is [the meaning of] “And Chanah prayed upon (al) Havayah, and weeping, she wept”:
through the level of weeping, which is the level and attribute of the arousal of compassion, she
prays “upon Havayah,” “upon” specifically, above the level of Havayah. And see what is written

about this in Parshas Mishpatim, on the verse “None shall miscarry or be barren,” etc.
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And this is [the meaning of]| “Return, O Israel, unto (ad) Havayah your G-d (Elokecha)”: that is, until
(ad) Havayah will be at the level of Elokim and tzimtzum (contraction), through teshuvah (return),

which is the arousal of compassion.
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For the essence of teshuvah is in the heart: that the teshuvah be so great, in the innermost part of
the heart, from the depth of the heart, that he returns to be nullified and included in the Infinite
Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, itself, which is far, far above the level of Havayah;
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only “before Havayah shall you be purified,” and “I, I am He Who blots out,” etc. And see what is

9

written on the verse “For this commandment which I (Anochi) command you,” etc., in Parshas

Nitzavim.

31977 N3°M22 R P11 9730 Pynk qunn 13T MPYSNRT 9709 KDY RIT 7121WNT 970 13 T
290577 IR QYL MPYRRWT nan vy

4. Now, the order of teshuvah (return) is not according to the order and chain-like sequence of the
levels from below upward, as mentioned above; rather, it is in the manner of a leap, above the level

of the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus). And the verse has explained the reason:

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/shabbos-shuvah/ 16
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“for you have stumbled in your iniquity.” And this is as it is written, “My strength (kochi) has stum-
bled because of my iniquity”: that is, the soul, as it is written, “Whatever your hand finds to do with

your strength (kochacha),” etc.
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(See Zohar, Part III, Pinchas, 220a.) For the soul is called a lamp, as it is written, “The soul of man
is the lamp of Havayah”; and “a transgression extinguishes,” etc., that is, it extinguishes the lamp,

etc. (as is explained in the discourse beginning “After Havayah your G-d shall you walk”).
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Therefore the soul has no strength to stand in the battle lines, in the mode of subjugation and
transformation (iskafya and is’hapcha), and to draw down Havayah into the level of Elokim in the
higher unity (yichuda ila’ah) and the lower unity (yichuda tata’ah), since it has been weakened and
its strength has stumbled because of the transgression that extinguished its lamp. Therefore it

must “leap over awall” to the height of the levels.
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And this is [the meaning of] “When you go out to war upon (al) your enemies”: “upon” specifically.
Therefore, first “Return, O Israel,” until Havayah will be at the level of “your G-d (Elokecha),” and

afterwards “Take with you words,” which are the Torah and the mitzvos, as is written
"y IRNMY ARy XTIM°3 D"PE‘N ™23 i na W’W?Dﬂ‘? 1 PR 11T 179 N e Mana
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in [Midrash] Rabbah, Parshas Tetzaveh, section 38; “and return to Havayah,” to draw down the lev-
el of Havayah into the level of Elokim in the higher and lower unity, through subjugation and
transformation. For this is the purpose of man’s creation in this world: to observe and to do, in the

order of the levels
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(and therefore our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “With whom did He take counsel? With the

souls of the tzaddikim”; and see Zohar, Part III, Emor (folio 100b), on the verse “She is my father’s
daughter,” etc.;
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and the level of “my father’s daughter” is as is explained at the end of the discourse beginning
“Yehudah, you,” on the meaning of “your father’s sons”), and to go from level to level, from below
upward. Teshuvah, however, is only for the time when the soul needs it, to “leap over awall,” not in

order and not by way of hishtalshelus;
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2 NP

but afterwards, when “he returns to Havayah and He will have compassion on him,” from this the
Name Havayah is drawn down, the level of the coming into being of all beings, with a renewal of

the life-force (chayus), etc.,
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and to repair all the blemishes and to fill all the lacks, where he omitted a positive commandment
or blemished through a prohibitive commandment. Then the Name Havayah will be drawn down
into the level of Elokim in the higher and lower unity, so that there be subjugation and

transformation.
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And this is what is said in the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy: “And He called: Havayah, Havayah”;
that is, Havayah calls and draws down the level of Havayah. That is to say, through the level of
“Havayah your G-d (Elokecha),” where Havayah is at the level of Elokim, He draws down, so that
Havayah be drawn down into the level of Elokim in the higher and lower unity. And these two
[mentions of] Havayah
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are written in two verses, for it is written, “Havayah, compassionate and gracious,” and it is writ-
ten, “Gracious and compassionate is Havayah.” The meaning of “Havayah, compassionate and
gracious” is that from the level of Havayah there is drawn down the level of compassion and
Chesed (kindness), to bring worlds into being, something from nothing, and to contract itself into

the attribute of Elokim, which is also the attribute of Chesed, as mentioned above.
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And “Gracious and compassionate is Havayah” means that as for the coming into being and the
drawings down of Chesed (for this is only a level of tzimtzum, contraction, relative to the Infinite
Light, blessed be He, itself, as it were), what causes this tzimtzum to be is “gracious and compas-
sionate”: for from the level of Anochi, “Who I am,” are drawn down the Thirteen Attributes of

Mercy, in which
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and through which He calls and draws down “Havayah, Havayah,” etc., as mentioned above. (And

see what is written about this at the end of the discourse beginning “And I pleaded with Havayah.”)

And this is [the meaning of] “For with You is forgiveness, so that You may be feared,”
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for through the level of forgiveness on Yom Kippur, which is the revelation of the Supreme Will,
“before Havayah shall you be purified,” the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy are drawn down, so that
there be a revelation of the level of awe, which is the yud of the Name Havayah,
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as is said in the holy Zohar, “The yud on His head, for in it dwells awe”; and the hei is the level of

love. And these are “the hidden things [that] belong to Havayah our G-d,” for the hidden things are

love and awe; and “the revealed things”: the vav and hei are revealed;
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these are the Torah and the mitzvos: the Torah is the vav, a drawing down, “the voice is the voice of
Yaakov”; the hei is the level of the practical mitzvos, which are in Asiyah (Action), etc. And this is
the revelation of the Name Havayah, so that there be a renewal of the coming into being, etc., as

mentioned above.
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And see what is written further on the subject of “For with You is forgiveness, so that You may be
feared,” on the verse “Return, O Israel, unto,” etc., and on the verse “Blow at the New Moon”; and
see the Zohar, Emor, folio 101a.
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And this is [the meaning of] “Going, he goes on, weeping,” etc. For Israel, in their root above, are
called “a holy seed is its stock” (in Isaiah, end of chapter 6),
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whose foundation is in the mountains of supernal holiness (see Zohar, Part I, 15a, and the Zohar

HaRakia at the beginning of Parshas Bereishis, on the verse “The blossoms have appeared,” etc.).

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/shabbos-shuvah/ 20

10



LIKKUTEI TORAH - SHABBOS SHUVAH - MAAMAR 1 19 DR 1N

523 WA 977 MA732 1°¥Y) Aun? Omnw PwONwN 1TW 17070 oW 13900 YN um
L1272 °NNWY 7770 701 17y WPyl A0 At YAt Wi

And “the drawing of the seed” (meshech hazara) is the drawing down and descent by which their
souls descended and came down through the chain [of levels] below. (And see [Midrash| Rabbah at
the beginning of Parshas Vayigash, regarding “‘him who draws the seed’: this is Yosef”; and see
what is written on the subject of Yosef at the end of the discourse beginning “And I will make [your
windows of| rubies.”
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And see further [Midrash] Rabbah, Vayishlach, section 79, that it refers to Yaakov; and it is all one

matter, as it is written, “These are the generations of Yaakov: Yosef.” And see what is written about

this at the end of the discourse beginning “And they shall take to you a heifer,” regarding “cedar

wood and hyssop.”)
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And for them to return and ascend into the supernal holiness, from below upward: “going, he goes
on,” from level to level, in a going that has no measure or interruption, rising very high, through
the level of “weeping,” which is the arousal of compassion, and “weeping, she wept,” through
which they will be at the level of “upon (al) Havayah,” etc., as mentioned above.

MYTINT X 712°791 NE0IN 1uAR aPynbn wnn AMNMAY NI XY 7172 X2° X2 970R)
NI Q°P5KR N33 1 W NI°12 TPwnRnD NNNaT

And afterwards, “coming, he will come with joyous song, carrying his sheaves”: for he in turn
draws down, from above to below, an addition and increase of light, in the renewal of the coming
into being, to draw down the level of the Name Havayah into the level of Elokim, so that there be
SR 1271 0°737 000Ny NP AR YW 10 AWYI2 17 Y1 7102 17 0% 553 KIDINRY X°DONX
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subjugation and transformation (iskafya and is’hapcha) in all matters, both in “turn away from
evil” and in “do good.” Of this it is said, “Take with you words (devarim) and return to Havayah”:

these are many things (devarim), in which there is to be the drawing down of Havayah.

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/shabbos-shuvah/ 21

11



LIKKUTEI TORAH - SHABBOS SHUVAH - MAAMAR 1 19 DR 1N

9 712991 NBDIN WYY PPYIAT 1PRN DA DM MMIDR 113 27TV RITY 1PIINIPR KL 1N
geN7ishiieRantirtht

And this is [the meaning of] “carrying his sheaves”: by way of analogy, like sheaves and bundles of

grain, which are of the same kind as the seed, made with addition and increase; so great will be the

power of teshuvah (return).
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(And see what is written on the verse “When Pharaoh sent away,” on the subject of “And I will sow

her for Me in the land,” etc., [and] “I planted you a choice vine,” etc.; see there what I wrote on the

verse “And behold, we were binding sheaves”; and on the subject of the meaning of “with joyous

song,” in the discourse beginning “And I return in peace,” etc., “and [Havayah] will be,” etc.) And

with this, the Midrash Aggadah that Rashi cites is understood
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(on Judges, beginning of chapter 5): “At Sinai it was said, ‘I am Havayah your G-d’; at Carmel it will

be said doubled, ‘Havayah, He is Elokim; Havayah, He is Elokim,’ in the days of Eliyahu.” End of

quote.
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That is: at Sinai the souls of Israel were tzaddikim, and through the Torah and mitzvos they draw
down the Name Havayah into the level of Elokim, as mentioned above; but at Mount Carmel,

through teshuvah, they reached “unto Havayah your G-d,”
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that is, through their returning to be nullified in the essence of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof),
blessed be He, which is above the Name Havayah, as mentioned above. Therefore they repeated it,

saying twice, “Havayah, He is Elokim,” which is the matter of the two meanings mentioned above.
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And this is what is said in the Midrash on Koheles there: “Another explanation: ‘Dead flies make

reek,’ etc. It speaks of the generation of Eliyahu: yesterday they were making words reek against

him,” etc.,
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“and today they pour forth words and say, ‘Havayah, He is Elokim; Havayah, He is Elokim.’” End of

quote. For this is called “pours forth the perfumer’s oil,”
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which is oil mixed with spices, which has a pleasant fragrance. And this is like the saying of our
Sages, of blessed memory, on the verse “the fragrance of his garments (begadav)”: “the fragrance

of his traitors (bogdav),” as is written in [Midrash] Rabbah, Toldos, end of section 65.
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And this too is the drawing down from the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy, the level of “Like the pre-
cious oil,” etc., “running down upon the beard,” etc. And see what is written at the end of the dis-
course beginning “If only you were as a brother to me,” and at the end of the discourse beginning

“This is the dedication of the altar”; and on the subject of “pours forth,” in the discourse beginning
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“To understand the matter of the blessings.” And this is also the matter that at Sinai Anochi (“I”)
was said, and at Tavor Anochi was said twice; see there in Rashi. That is: through the mitzvos one
draws down the level of Havayah from the level of Anochi, and this is so that [He] be “your G-d
(Elokecha)”;
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but regarding teshuvabh it is said, “I, I (Anochi Anochi) am He Who blots out your transgressions”:
Anochi twice, corresponding to the two depths of the heart, “From the depths I have called You,” as
is explained in the discourse beginning “For this commandment which I (Anochi) command you

this day,” etc.; see there. And this is above the drawing down that comes through the mitzvos.
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And this is why at Mount Tavor they merited this level, namely through teshuvah; and from this

there also derives the matter of the doubling, twice, of “Havayah, He is Elokim,” for the one de-
pends on the other.
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And see, on the subject of Tavor and Carmel, [Midrash] Rabbah, Vayechi, beginning of section 99;
and the Targum Yonasan (on Judges, chapter 5, and on Psalms, chapter 68, [verse] 16); and the
Gemara, chapter 4 of Megillah (folio 29a). And this is like the matter mentioned in Zohar, Part I,
Vayetzei (folio 158a),
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on the subject of “the mountains of division (bater),” which are the mountains of separation (turei
deperuda), the level of “and from there it was parted and became four heads”; and see [Midrash]
Rabbah, Bereishis, section 16, and Song of Songs, on the verse “Until the day breathes,” etc.
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Now, the ascent from the mountains of separation, to be included in the One, is the level of teshu-
vah. And this is the matter explained elsewhere on the verse “and abundance of peace” and

“mighty to save.”
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Therefore, from this there comes afterwards the ascent that is not gradual. And this is the meaning
of what is written at the end of Song of Songs, “Flee, my beloved,” etc., “upon the mountains of
spices”: the level of fragrance, “and he shall be fragrant (vaharicho) with the fear of Havayah.”
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And this is also the meaning of “pours forth the perfumer’s oil,” as mentioned above. Nevertheless,
the Torah was given at Sinai specifically, which alludes to the level of the tzaddikim, as is written in

the Targum Yonasan (on Judges, there),
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that it is lower and smaller than all the mountains, which is the matter of lowliness and self-nullifi-

cation (bittul), the level of “And let my soul be as dust to all,” and specifically through this, “Open

my heart to Your Torah.” Whereas the mountains of Tavor and Carmel, the mountains of

separation,
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are called “humped mountains” (harim gavnunim), from the term “or a hunchback (giben) or a
dwarf”: for the sinner who blemishes one mitzvah becomes one lacking a limb, etc., as is explained
there, in the discourse beginning “For this commandment,” on the subject of “You shall be whole
(tamim),” etc. But through teshuvah,
9715119 901K 0°nYD °3 9”NK OF2 IR 135 N2 1Ty 2N S5y DypPna Man
“in the place where baalei teshuvah (those who return) stand,” etc. Therefore it was said regarding
them afterwards, twice, “Anochi,” etc., as mentioned above.
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But even so, it was explained above that teshuvah is for the time being, to “leap over a wall,” etc.,
but afterwards one must draw down through Torah and mitzvos.
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And this is the matter of Sinai: for this is the level of the permanence of the order of drawing down.

And in [Midrash] Rabbah, Parshas Vayetzei, section 68, on the verse “And behold, a ladder set on

the earth,” etc.: “This is Sinai,”
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which is also the level of “and its top reaches to the heavens.” And this is as Yaakov said, “If Elokim

will be with me,” etc., “then Havayah will be to me as Elokim.”
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And this is the level of the tzaddikim, as mentioned above, that through this, too, one can reach
this level, along the lines of what is written regarding the mitzvah of teshuvah, “Who will go up for

us to the heavens?” etc.
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And see what is written in the discourse beginning “My dove, in the clefts of the rock.” And the
point is that teshuvah is not specifically for transgressions, but for distance from G-d, as is ex-

plained in the discourse beginning “Give ear,
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O heavens,” on the meaning of “all his days in teshuvah.” And whoever draws near to G-d with
greater eminence must be more humble of spirit, lower and lower, at the level of “And his sister

9

stationed herself from afar,” “[from afar] Havayah appeared to me.”
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And as is explained in the discourse beginning “When you kindle the lamps,” on the subject of
their having instituted “Forgive us, for we have sinned” in the Shemoneh Esreh prayer, after the
reading of the Shema, in which one accepts upon himself the yoke of the kingdom of Heaven (kab-
balas ol) and the mitzvah of “And you shall love”:
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for that is the very reason: specifically after he has accepted upon himself the yoke of the kingdom
of Heaven and prolonged [the word] “One,” then he will understand that there is sin and transgres-
sion, and then he will say, “Forgive us,” etc.
bYa il T2WND 0°3°7% 0910 RXNIWY [Mawa M7 wo37] 37937 NMI2WWN °X 1°IV2 1270 12 7% Wy v’y
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See there. And see what is written on the verse “How goodly,” on the subject of the three [kinds of]
teshuvah (return) of nefesh, ruach and neshamah, so that it turns out that all need teshuvah. And
see Zohar, Part III, Parshas Acharei (folio 73a),
RN 137 197 nPawn XY 2”Y TIR°22 7t W’ 1oy °Y 10 RT3 KT 1PWpNn 1°397 non 33
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regarding “Three levels are bound one to another,” etc. See what is written about this in the expla-
nation on the verse “And you shall not omit the salt.” Now, the Torah is hidden and revealed;
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therefore, although at Sinai “I am Havayah your G-d” was said only once, nevertheless, the Torah is
hidden, and in this is alluded also the second aspect within the meaning of “Havayah, He is

Elokim,” which is through teshuvah.
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Therefore it is said “Return, O Israel (Yisrael)” specifically, which is the level of the inner dimen-
sion (pnimiyus) of Yaakov. That is, in the reading of the Shema one says, “Hear, O Israel,”
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and specifically then, afterwards, one says in the Shemoneh Esreh, “Forgive us, for we have

sinned,” etc., as mentioned above, which is the matter of “Return, O Israel.”
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It can also be said that the meaning of “Return, O Israel” is: return to be at the level of Yisrael,
which is above the level of Yaakov; and return so much, until Havayah will be at the level of “your

G-d (Elokecha),” as mentioned above.
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An Explanation on “Return, O Israel”
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An explanation (biur) on “Return, O Israel” (Shuvah Yisrael).
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It is stated in Mishnas Chassidim (Tractate Yoma), on the matter of the seven times “Havayah is
Elokim” that are said at Ne’ilah on Yom Kippur; these are its words: ““Havayah’ is Z’eir Anpin (the
emotive attributes); ‘is Elokim’ is Nukva (the feminine), etc. Havayah, Z’eir Anpin, in turn be-
comes Elokim when it ascends to Atika, for relative to Atika it is considered as Elokim.” End of

quote.
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The explanation is this: there are two interweavings, the interweaving of Havayah within Ado-nai
and the interweaving of Ado-nai within Havayah, and these are the levels of the higher unity
(yvichuda ila’ah) and the lower [unity] (yichuda tata’ah), as is explained (in Likkutei Amarim
[Tanya], Part II); for this is a rule in Pri Etz Chaim: the first letter in the Name is the one that pre-

vails, etc.
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It follows that the interweaving of Ado-nai within Havayah, in which the yud is the first letter, is the
level of the higher unity, in which the level of Havayah prevails over the level of Ado-nai, and the
Name Ado-nai is included
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in the Name Havayah. And the interweaving of Havayah within Ado-nai is the lower unity, in which
the alef is the first letter, so that the Name Ado-nai prevails over the Name Havayah. (And see what
is written in the discourse beginning “And you shall offer a burnt offering, a fire offering.”)
(%211 °P13 RI D’PL{‘NW 5717 1”1n3 WUR0Y UK PNa ontIww D’PL)N Qw X7 IR QW 1737 °2 1PIym
212
And the point is this: the Name Ado-nai is the Name Elokim, for both are one level, as is written in
the Mishnas Chassidim mentioned above, that Elokim is Nukva, etc.
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Now, the level of Nukva is the level of speech, which is separate and is the outer garment of the
soul. It is not like thought, even though thought too is a garment of the soul
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(only it is an inner garment); this is like “that locust whose garment is of itself and within itself,” for
thought is united with the soul, since such is the way and order of the creation of the intellectual

soul: it thinks and ponders constantly. Speech, by contrast, is only at times,
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and even this depends on the will of the soul: when it wishes, it enclothes itself [in speech], etc. And
so it is with the level of Nukva, which is the source of separate beings: it is the level of supernal
speech, letters and combinations that separate, so that there comes to be a division into worlds

without number, “a thousand thousands,” etc.,
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until the separate beings became very, very many, many angels and souls, and many more like
them, etc.; and no two creatures are alike, etc.
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And “from my flesh I behold”: of the two hands of a person, one is right and one is left, and they
are not alike; and even the flesh that covers the whole body,
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which is one flesh, has places in it: there is a place that is high and [a place] that is low, etc. There
are reasons for this in the way of the Kabbalah, and the researchers too have investigated and

found it so, etc.
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In the same way, there is a great multiplicity of division among the angels, such as the camp of

Michael, in love, and the camp of Gavriel, in awe, etc.; and among the souls, Avraham, the attribute
of love, and Yitzchak, awe, etc.
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And among them all, no one is like another, etc. The root and source of the creatures’ life-force, so

that there is a division of all these levels, is the supernal speech; that is, because it does not draw

down life-force to them
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except at the level of a king, as is known from the matter of “There is no king without a people
(am)”: [am, as in] omemos (dimmed), etc., separate things, etc. And this is the matter of the Names

Ado-nai and Elokim: to be Master (adon) and Elokim, [meaning| mighty (takif), etc.
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And this is their life-force and their existence: that they should have a coming-into-being of their

own, which is why they are distinct one from another. Nevertheless, a level of self-nullification (bit-

tul) is drawn down to them from above, so that while being separate they should be nullified,
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as it is written, “And the host of the heavens bow down to You”; and this drawing down is from the
level of Havayah. It is like the matter of “Dominion and fear are with Him; He makes peace in His
heights,” where the peace is that the water does not extinguish [the fire], etc.,
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because both are nullified in their source, since the level of “dominion and fear” is drawn down.
And this is the matter of the interweaving of Havayah within Ado-nai; for
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in order for two levels, an upper and a lower, to be joined, one of two things is needed: either the

lower raises itself to ascend to the upper, or the upper descends and lowers itself down to the

lower.
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Now, the interweaving of Havayah within Ado-nai is the descent and drawing down of a higher lev-
el from above to below, which is the level of bittul drawn down into the created beings, so that they
are separate and [yet] nullified, etc.; as it will be in the Time to Come, “For eye to eye they shall

see,” etc., “and all flesh shall see,” etc.
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That is, in physicality, in the place of this world, a supernal light will be drawn down. And of this it

is said, “She has fallen; she shall no more rise.” The meaning is that “rise” is a term for raising up
and ascent from below to above, like the ascents of the worlds on Shabbos and Yom Tov,
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which is the interweaving of Ado-nai within Havayah. And in this mode of “rising” she shall not
continue any more; rather, there will be drawings-down from above to below, and in the place of
darkness, there the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, will dwell.
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This is as our Sages, of blessed memory, said about the World to Come, which is the World of the
Resurrection: “In it there is no eating, etc., but the righteous sit and delight, etc.”
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For certainly it does not mean that the physical limbs will be done away with; for if so, what does it
teach us [in saying] that there is no eating there? After all, the soul before its coming [into the body]
also had no eating, and nothing of the matters of this world applied to it at all.

MIRWIT O (179 131 P73 (15 7] 977 13K (%37 09197] 3IPT) DOORWA D99ARY 33 1010 ORT ROR
(7PN ORIy X7 ROR

Rather, certainly there will be a body and physical limbs. (For “the World to Come” does not mean

Gan Eden, the world of souls; rather, it is the World of the Resurrection.)
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If so, we need to understand: since there is no eating there, etc., then the creation of the body and

the limbs is in vain, G-d forbid.
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But the explanation is that the physical body and limbs too will be nourished from the spiritual:

their delight in the radiance of the Shechinah (Divine Presence) becomes food for the body and the
physical limbs, the physical innards and stomach, etc.
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As it was with Moshe on the mountain for forty days: his body and limbs were wholly physical, yet

they were nourished from the spiritual.
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Only, in Moshe’s case, after his descent from the mountain the body’s organs needed physical

food, because the world had not yet been refined, etc. Not so in the Time to Come, when the materi-

ality of the world will be refined and “all flesh shall see,” etc.:
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then supernal nourishment will be drawn down below, even into the place of darkness, into the
physical limbs, as mentioned above. And this level is what we ask for on Rosh HaShanah and Yom
Kippur: “And You, He (Hu), Havayah our G-d, will reign,” etc.;
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that is, that the level of “He” and the level of “Havayah our G-d,” which are lofty levels and rungs of
the Infinite Light, blessed be He, should be in a state of kingship and revelation, so that the world is
conducted through them; that is, that spiritual nourishment should flow into the physical organs

and limbs.
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And this is the first interpretation of “Havayah is Elokim.” (That is to say, the two interweavings
mentioned above all still come under one interpretation of “Havayah is Elokim,” namely the high-

er unity (yichuda ila’ah) and the lower unity (yichuda tata’ah).)
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2. But the second interpretation is this: it is written, “I am Havayah; that is My Name.” The mean-
ing is that although the level of Havayah is the level of the World of Atzilus (Emanation), which is
G-dliness, for “He and His life-forces are one in them, and He and His vessels (ihu vegarmohi),”

etc.,
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nevertheless it bears no comparison to the very essence and being of the Infinite One (Ein Sof),
blessed be He; and the whole level of Atzilus is no more than the level of a name, as in the analogy
of a person’s name, “Avraham,” which is not of his essence at all, etc., and as in the analogy of the

radiance of the sun, etc.
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And this is [the meaning of] what is said in Mishnas Chassidim, “relative to Atika”: that is, the
Malchus (sovereignty) of the Infinite One, etc. And that the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) is drawn down
to become the Ten Sefiros, Chochmah (wisdom) and Chesed (kindness), etc., means that it con-

tracted itself to be enclothed in the level of Chochmah, not only in the vessels
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but even in the lights; this is only by way of tzimtzum (contraction) and enclothement. “You are
wise” (ant chakim): the meaning is, “You” is the Infinite Light, blessed be He, lowering Himself
into the level of “wise,”
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for “in the place of His greatness, there you find His humility,” etc. And this is [the meaning of] “the
great, the mighty” (hagadol hagibor): a hei with gadol (great), a hei with gibor (mighty); for in or-
der to be great and mighty, He contracted [Himself] through the hei, and to be awesome there are

two contractions, the vav and hei of vehanora (and the awesome), etc.
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And this is the matter of Yaakov’s prayer, “If Elokim will be with me,” that is, a drawing down from
above to below, “and will guard me on this way,” to carry out refinements (birurim), etc.; for he
went to Charan, [a name]| from the expression charon af (wrath), which is the place of the kelipos
(husks) and the sitra achra (the other side), etc.
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And afterwards, when “I return in peace to my father’s house, then Havayah will be to me as

Elokim”: that is to say, the level of Havayah will be for me in the state of Elokim and tzimtzum (con-
traction), relative to the very essence of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof).
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For the level of Yaakov is that he rises higher and higher, to the loftiest heights, “running through
from end to end”; for the attribute of Yaakov is “an inheritance without bounds,” which is without
limit.
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For the attribute of Avraham, which is Chesed (kindness), has a limit to how far it will spread, be-

cause there is something that holds back and prevents the spreading.

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/shabbos-shuvah/ 36



LIKKUTEI TORAH - SHABBOS SHUVAH - MAAMAR 2 SRS 1Y DY 1IN

X7 NI27T3 N1 NYAR TAART NI Y PIAA TR MY Wt MI2YT T20RT 78R 101 7010 0D
13 IR RIT IR T3 99 IR AR Papnt 73n 27an0Y

For kindness is given out of love and generosity, and this has a measure and a limit: how far the

love reaches, and how much generosity it is fitting to give, depending on the recipient, whether he

is worthy of it and to what extent he is worthy, etc.
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Not so the attribute of Yaakov, which is compassion: to this there is no limit, for even though [the

other] is not worthy of it, nevertheless one should have compassion on him, etc.

5715 113 DOPYR P23 T A TY PRI °M2a NPR D PROR I 1Y DRIYS 12 1N

And this is [the meaning of| “Return, O Israel, unto (ad) Havayah your G-d (Elokecha)”: that is, to
be at the level of “Israel,” until (ad) Havayah will be at the level of Elokim, etc., as mentioned

above.
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And this is [the meaning of] “And Chanah prayed upon (al) Havayah,” “upon” specifically, “and
wept bitterly”: this is the level of compassion. For although weeping also comes from joy, neverthe-

less it is not joy alone,
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for in the joy of a wedding, weeping does not mingle; only in a joy that comes out of pain, like “the
advantage of light that comes from darkness,” and like one who was far from his father and after-

wards saw him, etc.
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So weeping comes from the inter-inclusion of the two levels, like compassion, which is composed
of two levels. And through this the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy are drawn down: “And He called,

Havayah, Havayah”: the first Havayah calls and draws down the second Havayah.
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For the first Havayah is in Arich Anpin; there [it is|, “Gracious and compassionate is Havayah,” for
in order for there to be Havayah, “gracious and compassionate” comes first. And the second
Havayah is in Z’eir Anpin (the emotive attributes), so that there is “Havayah, G-d, compassionate

and gracious,” etc. And as it is written,
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“For with You is forgiveness, so that You may be feared.” The meaning is: when forgiveness, a reve-

lation of will, the level of Arich Anpin, is drawn down, then [comes] “so that You may be feared”: a

revelation of the yud that rests upon His head, in which awe dwells, which is the light of Abba

(Chochmah).
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For Abba draws from the eighth mazal, and Abba is the root of the World of Atzilus (Emanation).
And through this the level of Havayah is drawn down, which is the level of
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the general and collective expression (klalus) of all of Atzilus; and the whole of Atzilus becomes
rectified again, after one has blemished the letter yud, etc. And this is through “Return, O Israel,

unto Havayah your G-d,” etc.
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“Return, O Israel, unto Havayah your G-d”
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“Return, O Israel, unto (ad) Havayah your G-d,” etc. To understand: what is [meant by| the word ad
(“unto”)? It should have said, “Return to Havayah.” The explanation is this:
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the word shuvah (“return”) has two meanings. The first is as it sounds: return yourself. The second

is as in “Return (shuvah), O Havayah, our captivity,” which is a transitive verb.
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To understand this, we need to understand what is written, “Seek Havayah when He may be found;
call upon Him when He is near,” which our Sages, of blessed memory, expounded as referring to
the Ten Days of Teshuvah, for then He “may be found” and “is near”; and as it is written, “Return to
Me, and [ will return to you.”
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Now, seemingly, “being near” and “I will return to you” do not apply to the Holy One, blessed be
He, of Whom [it is said], “the whole earth is full of His glory,” and it is written, “I fill the heavens
and the earth,” and “there is no place empty of Him.” Granted, with regard to a person it is quite
fitting to say “return to Me,” since he has distanced himself from nearness to G-d, from cleaving to
Him, may He be blessed, and has been drawn after the opposite.
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But of the Holy One, blessed be He, of Whose glory the whole earth is full, it is not fitting to say that
He has become distant, for the whole earth is always full of His glory.
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However, the matter is like the analogy of two people who stand close in place, near one another:
when they turn to each other face to face, they are truly close; but if one turns his face away from

his fellow, those who were close have become distant.
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So too, regarding idolatry it is written, “and you turn aside and serve other gods (elohim acherim),”
that is, the level of the back (achorayim). And so it is, spiritually, with all transgressions as well: one
who commits any transgression draws nourishment from the level of the back of holiness, and
does not draw down the flow from the level of the inner dimension (pnimiyus).
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But through teshuvah (return), “I will return to you” in the manner of the face, to draw down the
flow to him from the level of the inner dimension. Now, to understand how the terms “face” and

“back” can apply before Him, may He be blessed:
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for indeed it is also written, “You shall see My back, but My face shall not be seen,” [showing] that
even in holiness itself there is the level of the back. (And see what is written about this in the dis-

course beginning “Remember what Amalek did to you,” etc., in Parshas Tetzaveh.)
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“From my flesh I behold”: in a person there are thought, speech and action, all of which are the

spreading forth of the life-force from the soul, for in action there is the power of the doer within

the thing done.
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However, the spreading forth of the life-force in action is the level of the outer dimension (chit-
zoniyus) of the power of the life-force in the soul; speech is more inward, and thought more inward
still; and there is an inward of the inward within thought itself, for there is mere thought, which is

the outer dimension in relation to thought that has touched the soul,
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as when one thinks about a matter on which his life depends: that thought is in the depth of the
heart (umka deliba), where the inwardness and the core of the life-force are, and the core of its

core.
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Now, all these levels are in the spreading forth of the life-force from the soul; whereas the soul it-

self, which is above the spreading forth of the life-force that [issues] from it into the body, under-

goes no change at all.
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And so, by way of analogy, there are the levels of thought, speech and action before Him, may He
be blessed, even though it is said, “For My thoughts are not your thoughts”; and also with regard to
speech, from a person’s speech no coming-into-being can result, whereas “by the word of Havayah

the heavens were made,” “for He spoke, and it came to be.”
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Nevertheless, the Torah spoke in the language of people: thought, speech and action with regard to

the Holy One, blessed be He, are what is written, “I created him, I formed him, I also made him.”
[See what is written about this in the discourse beginning “Who has counted.”]
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“I created him” is the level of thought: for creation (beriah) is from nothing to something, and so
thought is from nothing, for letters were not born and did not come into being before thought, and

the letters of thought are in a state of concealment.
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And so the level of Beriah (Creation) is to be “hidden worlds that are not revealed” (as, by way of
analogy, the letters of thought, which are not separate, whereas with the letters of speech the breath
goes outward. And see what is written in the discourse beginning “Then [Moshe] sang,” in Parshas
Beshalach).
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“I formed him” is the level of the world of speech, since speech is the revelation of what is con-
cealed in thought; and it is called yetzartiv (“I formed him”) from the word tzurah (“form”), which
shapes the primal matter (hyle), which is in a state of concealment, and the form is the revelation

of the matter.
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And “I also made him” is the world of action; and it is called by the word af (“also”) because the in-
vestment of thought in action is not like its investment in speech, where it is truly invested, until

they become one.
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Whereas action is a separate thing. And all this is in the spreading forth of the life-force, so that
there be a revelation of the worlds, which are only from the level of a radiance and an illumination.
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Whereas of the Infinite One (Ein Sof), blessed be He, Himself, “no thought can grasp Him,” for “I,
Havayah, have not changed.” It follows that there are many levels of the back and the outer dimen-
sion in relation to the inner dimension that is vested within them, and the inner of the inner, up to
the highest of heights.

:(1°N°WY AR 1°N9%° 1°NRT2 .0%°7INR N11°I1D 1°1Y 7IR°2 MRP)

(Summary: an explanation of the matter of the inner dimension and the back; “I created him, I

formed him, I also made him.”)
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2. Now, regarding Shabbos it is written, “For in six days He made,” etc., “and on the seventh day He

rested.” Seemingly this is not understood, for He, may He be blessed, renews the work of creation
every day,

g2y 1157 [oive onl 170 YA |75ﬂ073 MO 9ORY NPT NOWRM NYaWT N wInn nawa on

2102 wINNRN Naw2 01 DONIR 1351 o]a}\g) 1’&5 amnn

and on Shabbos too He renews [it], so that there be the bestowal and drawing-down of life-force;
for were it withdrawn for a moment, G-d forbid, the world would revert to nothingness and nought.

Therefore on Shabbos too we say, “Who renews in His goodness.”
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However, the explanation is that it is written “For in six days He made” specifically, that is, that the
life-force spread forth and was drawn down by means of the level of action (asiyah); but on
Shabbos He rested from the level of being invested in the level of action, and also was not invested

in the level of speech, which is the Ten Utterances by which the world was created.
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Therefore it is written, “from pursuing your affairs and speaking words,” and our Sages, of blessed
memory, said, “that your speech on Shabbos should not be [like your weekday speech],” etc. That

is: since “in the image of G-d He created man,” he must therefore rest on Shabbos, because
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on it the Holy One, blessed be He, rested; and the Holy One, blessed be He, rested from the level of
speech: “For in six days He made,” that is, through the Ten Utterances, “and on the seventh day He

rested” from them;
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rather, the investment of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, to bring the creatures into
being and give them life, and to renew [them] in His goodness from nothing to something, is on
Shabbos in the level of thought alone, which is the World of Beriah (Creation).

D7y 27y 7Y 037D [x pon ama) KU 1°9) 1AX°727 09197 139777 Nawa 77°0° AR 7ownl 199
WA 2T 100 1772 WRYY [oen vy saom) APYRN QWA QW [7°n wipna] RPPRAY N°°1DT 800 WY

(wTn2

Therefore an additional soul (neshamah yeseirah) is drawn down on Shabbos, namely from the
World of Beriah (see the Zohar, Part I, Parshas Noach, 75b, on [the verse] “The gate of the inner
court,” and the Mikdash Melech there, in the name of the Pri Etz Chaim; and see what is written in

the discourse beginning “And it shall be, from new moon to new moon”),
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which is the world of souls; and from there the flow and life-force of the physical world, which is in
the level of Asiyah, are also drawn. Therefore our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “Speech is for-
bidden; thought is permitted.”
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But this is not by way of investment; rather, the level of action is in a state of self-nullification (bit-

tul) in relation to the level of thought mentioned above.
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For this reason there are versions of the Yotzer blessing on Shabbos in which “How many are Your
works,” etc., is not said, because on Shabbos there is no investment in the level of action.
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But in truth the principal version is to say “How many are Your works” on Shabbos too, for the level
of thought, too, is the level of action in relation to the Holy One, blessed be He, and even the level

of Chochmah (wisdom),
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as it is written, “You made them all with wisdom.” Rather, “You are wise”: meaning that He is in-

vested in the level of “wise,” and even this is “not with a known wisdom,” etc.
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Now, the term “resting” that is said of the Holy One, blessed be He, “for on it He rested,” is, by way
of analogy, like a person who rests and ceases from the work he did: at the time of the deed his in-
tellect and thought were invested in that deed, and afterwards, when he rests, his intellect and

thought return to their source.
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And that deed, too, is included in them, for in his intellect and thought there is also the level of the
deed, namely, the level of action that is within the intellect:
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he contemplates in his mind the deed he did; and so the life-force that spread forth, his intellect
and thought that had been invested in the deed, ascends and returns to be included in its source,
which is the intellect and thought.
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In the same way, on Shabbos the life-force that was drawn down in the six days of work, through the
Ten Utterances by which the world was created, ascends to the level of thought (that is, the revealed
worlds receive life-force from the place from which the hidden worlds receive, and this is called
“the inner court that faces east”; and the hidden worlds ascend higher still, etc.).
el iralval '{'11??31? 092771 NI 90T AR 9o 12wn 1°1¥1 NAWw 71°1yW 2WN N1°NIR Naw '[31?1
Therefore naw (Shabbos) has the letters of 2wn (tashev, “return”), for the matter of Shabbos and the
matter of teshuvah are all one, namely, the return of things to their source and root. For
waAbNI VYN VN T WD WD RO 12IWN ROX N?17 17°2W N17°2yn 73R 723w N 110
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teshuvah is not necessarily for the transgressions in his hands; rather, teshuvah is to return his
soul, which descended lower and lower and was invested in physical things, to its source and root,
to cleave to Him, may He be blessed, to nullify his will before the Supreme Will.
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Therefore the Ten Days of Teshuvah and Yom Kippur were instituted for the completely righteous

as well, “for this is the whole of man.” And the essence of teshuvah is
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as it is written, “To You my heart said, ‘Seek My face,’” etc. The meaning is the inner dimension

(pnimiyus) of the heart: the heart says, “Seek My face.” (And see what is written in the discourse

beginning “For you shall hearken to the voice,” on the matter of the inner court and the inner

keys.)

12 1”1’731 1MW 9372 102w 12971 1mIna P2ynn QINRd X257 NXpPnIyn RSy 72N 2 XK
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This is the level of the higher teshuvah (teshuvah ila’ah), from the depth of the heart, like a person

who immerses his mind, his heart and his thought deeply in a matter on which his life depends,

and which touches the very soul.
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So should one set his heart on the love of G-d, “from the inward part of a man and a deep heart,” as
it is written, “Whom do I have in heaven? And with You, I desire nothing on earth. My flesh and my

heart are consumed,” etc.

M177 195 N1I312N72 1211 AT DY QYVA PRI AR 20 YT ayy 09 137 720K 1170
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That is, “great love” (ahavah rabbah) without reason and knowledge. For love derived from reason
and knowledge, grasped and understood through the contemplation of one’s intellect and the spirit
of one’s understanding, does not have so much depth as to be “My flesh and my heart are con-
sumed,” etc.;

971 MY WRn I PR 90 N ITINA 71297 1317 11RY NYTY aYUn I9YRPw 137 "20K RO P
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only the great love that is above reason and knowledge, in which one does not want to be separated
from His unity, may He be blessed, for “a portion of Havayah,” truly, is “with him.” Therefore it is

in the power of every Jew to give up his soul in [declaring G-d] One.
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And this itself is the level of teshuvah and the return of things to their source. For just as there are
thought, speech and action in actual deed, so all these levels exist in the intellect
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(the level of action within the intellect is like the level of “practical intellect” mentioned in the
Rambam’s Eight Chapters, namely the intellect that is within doing: how to do skilled work
(meleches machsheves), etc.; this is the last level in the intellect and is called action within the in-

tellect, etc., as is explained elsewhere.
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Now, the analogue of this above: thought, speech and action are Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah; and

the thought, speech and action within Chochmah are Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah of Atzilus, for in

general Atzilus is the level of Chochmah.
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But within Atzilus itself there are also Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah, as is explained in the Biur on

“And now, I pray, let [the power] be great.” And the thought, speech and action that are above intel-

lect are what is written in Etz Chaim, that Adam Kadmon is called “the Adam of Beriah,” etc., and is

called “the primordial thought”; and see the Zohar, Part I, Noach)
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(65a). And see what is written in the Biur on “You shall keep My Shabbosos” and on “I saw, and be-

hold, a menorah of gold.” And so all these levels are in their source and root,
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which is above intellect; and through teshuvah from the depth of the heart, which is above intel-
lect, the life-force that is in thought, speech and action also ascends and is included above

intellect.
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(Summary: the matter of “And on the seventh day He rested” from the level of “which He made,”
and the life-force is drawn from the level of thought, which is the inner court; and therefore naw
(Shabbos) has the letters of 2wn (tashev). “Seek My face”: the inner dimension of the heart.)
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3. Now, through this there is drawn down [the fulfillment of] “Your face, Havayah, I will seek”:

“Your face” is the level of the Supernal inner dimension (pnimiyus); “May Havayah make His face
shine upon you.” And the level of

K37 NI 9P°Y DIRIW MO »PIY 091D RPN 7HRONAN 79YNow 772 07K IR KT 19yn? %10
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“face” above is the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, that is above Chochmah. And it is
called “face” by way of analogy: just as in a person the main life-force is in his face, for there all the
senses are revealed, sight and hearing, smell and speech,
T2 0°1D2 Wi M°nn 5237 ONIT P22 AWNIW TY TRN DENIAY VI NP0 I3 WO A7y 2”RWNI
M oYY R
whereas the back of the neck has very little and very limited life-force, to the point that it is consid-
ered like the inanimate compared with the life-force drawn into the face. So it is above: that
PPRW >1%°1 *°12) 090N *°N2 5235 0°18 *na X1 29 19932 7172 DR IR NP1 12 A9AnnY
172 19ann

in which the life-force and the Infinite Light, blessed be He, are revealed with great revelation is
called the level of “face,” in relation to the level of the back and the level of the outer dimension

(chitzoniyus), in which there is revealed
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only a little, very limited life-force. And the outer dimension of the higher becomes the inner di-
mension of the lower; and there are many levels, one above the other, one more inward than the
other, up to the highest of heights. “Your face, Havayah” is the revelation of the Infinite Light,

blessed be He, Himself, in His very glory, the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin),
72 D”K IR 2237 NAWNI [Ax%y amon) Y71 °N2W 79y 995 °n° 19K Ty PR NN Py RIAw

01T °M2Y [nenwa / nnwa / 0nwa) AW 1Y 2122 Y7100 1A%y

which is the essence of life, there being no comparison to Him, may He be blessed, at all, to the
point that the level of the higher Chochmah (Chochmah Ila’ah) is considered, in relation to the
Infinite Light, blessed be He, Himself, the light that encompasses all worlds, like physical action

and the level of the inanimate.
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And this is what David the King, peace be upon him, requested: “Your face, Havayah, I will seek”

(see on this the Ramaz, Parshas Emor, page 93b):
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MAIMAN

that there be in his soul a revelation of the illumination of the very Infinite Light, blessed be He.
“May Havayah make His face shine upon you”: the shining of the face from the Supreme Will that

is above Chochmabh.
RITW MPYSNWan 970 91 01%n% N2 R ATIP3 RIT 771° NIR AWR T79° 12 K°7 7100 %D
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For Chochmah is the level of the yud, and the letter yud is a point, which is the level of tzimtzum
(contraction); and the whole order of the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus), which is the
spreading forth of the greatness of the Infinite One, blessed be He, into myriads upon myriads of

levels and worlds without number,
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behold, “in the place of His greatness, there you find His humility”; for “when is He called great?
When He is in the city of our G-d,” etc., that is, the level of the combinations of letters; for letters

(osiyos) are drawings-down, from the word asa (“came”), etc.

M3 RIT 77R00 N33 IMuwanm N IN?17a DY nawn na ow .1anaws 9InRa 0om ann
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And this is [the meaning of] “and the wise man praises it from behind”: every level of praise of His
greatness, may He be blessed, and of His spreading forth, which is in the level of Chochmabh, is the
level of the back in relation to the inner level, which is the Supreme Will, blessed be He, the light
that encompasses all worlds.
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And this is [the meaning of] “You shall see My back”: for Moshe our teacher, peace be upon him,
merited the Torah, and “the Torah issues from Chochmah.” But “My face shall not be seen”: for the
revelation of the Infinite Light, blessed be He, Himself, the light that encompasses all worlds, which
is above the Torah
n1°n23 KOX 595 11°2 RO°DN 7awnK N°D 95 MW A°KD N33 72301 1R 1IN0 PR KM
Rlskrioh 91y %3 AWn
and is the source of the Torah, is not revealed in the manner of seeing and comprehension, for “no
thought can grasp Him at all,” but only by way of teshuvah: “For with You is forgiveness.”
0 PN PNRAP DopRynn wrnd 1ownn Tlﬂ,?ﬁ Qwn ° wnn 1y *naa Xin noP0n naw o
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That is: the level of forgiveness is in the very level of “with You,” for from there it is taken and
drawn down, as it is written, “From the depths I called You, Havayah.” That is, “I called You” like a

person calling
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his fellow from place to place: so one calls and draws down the level of the revelation of Havayah

“from the depths,” from the level of “He made darkness His hiding place,” the most hidden of all
hidden; and from there “I called You,” that there be a revelation of the level of Havayah.
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For the level of “the depths” itself cannot come to revelation except in the level of Havayah, which

is contraction, drawing-down and spreading forth, etc.,
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as is explained elsewhere. And this calling and drawing-down comes about because “as water [re-
flects] face to face”: there being the level of “the depths,” the depth of the heart, in the arousal from
below (isarusa dilesata), through this the arousal from above (isarusa dileila) is also the level of
“the depths.” And just as from above to below the level of “the depths” cannot come to revelation

except in the level of contraction and spreading forth, etc.,
NPPNDT M2 RITY 21323 13 973 TPYnD mvnn 0°19% 0°197 0% RNNDT RMAYNR 2 978 95

MY P0awa WY ROV [inzy nx] ¥R P0a9 pLoD
so too in the arousal from below, “as water [reflects] face to face,” from below to above, there must
also be the level of contraction, which is the level of withdrawal: to remove and nullify oneself, so
as not to act for one’s own sake.
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And from this he will come to the level of “the depths,” and from there forgiveness of sins is drawn
down. For the blemish is that he blemishes the Torah, which is His wisdom, may He be blessed; and

so His wisdom dictated that this be a positive commandment and that a prohibitive commandment.
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But above Chochmah, there no blemish reaches, for “the spider takes hold with its hands, and it is
in the king’s palaces.” And one who transgresses the Torah, which is the level of Chochmah, must
draw down from a higher place, above Chochmah, which is the level of “the depths,”
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as, by way of analogy, if the outlet of a spring has been damaged, one must dig in the depth of the
spring to repair it. And so: “You are He who fills all
MOW T17APT DY PMRY RO 1910 TN 1R DO R9HR D 119197 1100w RIT NIRY (R
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Names, and You are the completion of them all.” The meaning of “fills all Names”: the whole Torah

is the Names of the Holy One, blessed be He. For just as through a person’s name, by which they

call him,
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behold, through this calling the person is drawn and turns to the one who calls, so the Torah is the

level of a name for the Holy One, blessed be He, so that through the Torah one calls and draws

down the revelation of His G-dliness, may He be blessed.
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For the 248 mitzvos are the 248 limbs of the King, through which the life-force and the Infinite

Light, blessed be He, are drawn, as, by way of analogy, into a person’s limbs the blood is drawn,

which is the soul.
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Therefore, through the Torah the Infinite Light, blessed be He, is drawn down. But one who has
strayed from the way and blemished the Torah, this is his rectification: to return to G-d “from the
depths,” from the depth of the heart.
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As it is written, “And they cried out to Havayah in their distress”: and then he draws down from the
Supernal depth the level of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, Himself, the light that en-

compasses all worlds (sovev kol almin),
53 11 .0°RADMY MINNDAT D KON 0OPwn Y 1197 1000 1K) Y 55 XP@nm RIT D
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for He is the One who “fills all Names” and “is the completion of them all,” and through this He
completes and fills all the deficiencies and blemishes. And this is [the meaning of|] “For my father

and my mother have forsaken me, but Havayah will gather me in.” For
bl 1'? >ran meyna nownl m 0799w 31 M7 T MANTRY Mna ey ﬂi?’?ﬂ.ﬁ?: nnRwan 1an
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behold, the soul divides into ten levels and degrees: seven emotive attributes (middos) and three
intellectual ones. And they are drawn from above: the seven attributes from the level of “Yours,
Havayah, are the greatness and the might,” etc.; and so too the intellectual ones: “For Havayah

gives wisdom; from His mouth, knowledge and understanding.”
AWK AR ARD°2Y 1701 921 9722K1 120K 2 .N2Y 12 QW2 °P1 AR 120K 17 M0 mo5o mam
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Now, the emotive attributes as a whole, love and awe, are called by the names “son” and
“daughter”: for of love it is said, “He remembered (zachar) His kindness,” and of awe it is said, “a

woman who fears Havayah.”
X7 772y nPnnm nowra 00 0°12% 1o 11°0 79102 N2 (79725 omor 1rman] 271 1RRY 1)
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(This is what our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “A daughter first is a good sign for sons”; for the
beginning and start of [divine] service is to draw upon oneself the level of awe, as is explained in
the Zohar on “With this shall Aharon come,” etc., and as is explained elsewhere.) And the intellec-

tual ones are called by the names “father”
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and “mother,” who give birth to the emotive attributes, as is known that the emotive attributes are

born and come into being from the intellectual ones. Now, one who has strayed from the way and

blemished the Torah, which is His wisdom, may He be blessed, is called “my father and my mother

have forsaken me”;
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but nevertheless, “and Havayah,” which is the revelation of the very Infinite One, blessed be He,

Himself, “will gather me in”: that is, that He will gather and collect all the parts of the soul, far

above the level of their division, for division is from Chochmah downward.
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But above Chochmah, there they are in a state of inclusion. (And see what is written on “And
Havayah illuminates my darkness.”) And this comes about through “as water [reflects| face to
face,” when the soul too is in a state of inclusion, through actual self-sacrifice (mesirus nefesh),
5737 NO1°1D 73 21mn 73D 9NN PR DOWPAN 1R TNIRY D710 nYT ayun 1vynd Kiw
which is above reason and knowledge, as mentioned above. And this is what we request: “Do not
hide Your face from me,” the level of the inner dimension (pnimiyus) mentioned above.
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“Do not turn Your servant away in anger (af)”: meaning, do not turn Your servant to the level of “I
also (af) made him,” which is the spreading forth of the level of the outer dimension (chitzoniyus)

of the life-force, but rather from the level of the inner dimension, “for with You is forgiveness,” etc.
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(Summary: the matter of “Your face, Havayah, I will seek”; the shining of the face that is above
Chochmah, and “the wise man praises it from behind”; and this is the level of what is written, “My
face shall not be seen,” and nevertheless “with You,” truly, “is forgiveness”; “For my father and my

mother have forsaken me, but Havayah will gather me in.”)
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4. Now, the ultimate intent of this teshuvah in the depth of the heart, so that there be “Seek My
face” and “Your face, Havayah,” as mentioned above, is what is written,
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“For with You is forgiveness, that You may be feared.” That is: the main [purpose of] the revelation
of forgiveness is so that there be a revelation of the level of awe of Him, may He be blessed, and to

fulfill “You shall surely set a king over yourself.”

NR YW1 997 927 710 110970 1XYW WY DOPRRM wURD LNMWRI2 TRYRa 11191RT N°9on

ORI D 7199 131 R° DOPORTT

And this is the ultimate intent of the work of creation, as it is written, “And G-d has made [it so] that

they fear before Him”; “The end of the matter, all having been heard: fear G-d,” etc., “for this is the
whole of man.”
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That is: the “man” who is upon the likeness of the throne, “like the appearance of a man, from

above,” namely, the level of the Torah, which is the 248 mitzvos, the 248 limbs of the King,
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and the 365 prohibitions, corresponding to the 365 sinews. And all these levels were drawn down
below for the sake of revealing the attribute of awe, which is the level of nullifying [one’s] will
before
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the will of the Supreme King, both in “turn from evil” and in “do good”: to do everything that is
against a person’s will and nature, and to turn his heart from one extreme to the other.
AWy WK 93 53 "NYT° 27Y 7137 NOAPAY) M IRTPD 1ORT 09PN D3 DR MIWYS *TANEN wUnd
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As it is written, “And Havayah commanded us to do all these statutes, to fear,” etc. (And in Koheles
Rabbah on “I know that whatever G-d does”:
(22037 %17 x7] TR IRTT NIOT2 ROR IR KD PR D00 ORI RO 79173 1T P20 e PR
KD MnPW 2N3W 0190 “IWW 7RI KT 79173 719077 20 =) 7K L21D97 IRTW WY DOPpORM
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Rabbi Yudan said: Great is awe, for heaven and earth were created only in the merit of awe, as it is
written, “And G-d has made [it so] that they fear before Him.” Rabbi Yirmiyah said: Great is awe,
for the two books that Shlomo wrote he sealed only with awe, as it is written)
10 2°N2 77711 R99°02 590N R’ NRD° IWR 09T Dam 7 AP (X7 (2o mo) *°00 Y2wn 7903)
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(in the book of Proverbs, at the end of chapter 31): “Grace is false and beauty is vain; a woman who
fears Havayah, she shall be praised.” And in this book it is written, “The end of the matter, all hav-

ing been heard: fear G-d.”
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And see on the matter of “a woman who fears Havayah, she shall be praised,” the second chapter of
Sanhedrin (20a); and Shemos Rabbah, section 1, on “And the midwives feared”; and Sefer

Chasidim, section 158.
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For the purpose of the creation of the worlds from nothing to something is so that there be a some-
thing, and that the something be nullified. That is, [for] His kingship, may He be blessed, for “there

is no king without a people,” etc.
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“Your kingship is a kingship over all worlds (olamim)”: the worlds and the concealment (he’elem)
are only from the level of Your kingship; and the purpose is not that there be concealment, but

rather
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so that His kingship, may He be blessed, be revealed. And in the revelation of the glory of His king-
ship, may He be blessed, there is the nullification of the something to the level of His kingship,
which is united with Him, with the very Infinite One, blessed be He. And all this is because so it
arose in His will: that there be gratification (nachas ruach) in the nullification of the something and
the subjugation of the sitra achra (the other side).
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And this is [the meaning of] “Elokim has made laughter for me”: the attribute of Elokim and the tz-
imtzum (contraction), so that there be something from nothing, are for the sake of the level of
laughter that will be in the time to come, “whoever hears will laugh with me,” in the time to come,

in the nullification of the something, “and the glory of Havayah will be revealed,” etc.
2V AWy YA 102 MIXNT NIND APy noan qwn on° 55 11071237 12070 POy 7Y 11°M
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That is, through the occupation in our Torah and our service throughout all the days of the exile:
for the main intent of the mitzvos, in “turn from evil” and in “do good,” is that there be the level of
“nullify your will” mentioned above; and through this, the nullification of the something comes
about each dayj, little by little.

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/shabbos-shuvah/ 58

18

19



LIKKUTEI TORAH - SHABBOS SHUVAH - MAAMAR 3 o) '|’|7Y7}{ Ty SR 121

NIR TR0 MDD Pwnnt 9708 1w MR ORI (nawn v nawy] NP [mwn wraa) 1773 R
IR 55 By o3t nownn

But on Rosh Hashanah and the Ten Days of Teshuvah, which are the general and collective expres-
sion (klalus) of the year, one must draw down this nullification in its general and collective form, so

that the drawing-down of the nullification be over the whole year.
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Therefore one must draw down from the level of the Supernal face: “Your face, Havayah, I will
seek”; “From the depths I called You, Havayah,” which is from the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof),
blessed be He, the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin), which is above Chochmah
and the Torah.
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And this is the matter of the blessing over mitzvos, which our Sages, of blessed memory, instituted
to say before every mitzvah: “Blessed are You,” etc. For one must draw down the level of “King of

the world” through doing the mitzvos, on account of
0°%yn OPIYT 970 RPW 1019972 7120 MRANT NI wON D102 n2 e 1PNIgna 1T IwR
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“Who has sanctified us with His commandments”; and there is drawn down the level of the nullifi-
cation of the something (bittul hayesh), so that there be a revelation of the glory of His kingship:
that the world not conceal and hide the life-force within it, to the point that it appears to physical
eyes as a something and a thing in its own right,
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but rather that it be “King of the world”: that the revelation of the world be in the level of “King,”
and every creature understand that the world is only the level of “King,” and that King and world

are truly one thing. As is written in Etz Chaim
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that this material earth is Malchus of Malchus of Asiyah, meaning that its coming into being from
nothing to something, constantly, at every moment, is through the illumination and influence of
Malchus of Malchus of Asiyah. And therefore it is nullified in its existence, in the comprehension
and knowledge that is from above looking down, as is explained at length in Sefer Shel Beinonim,
Sha’ar HaYichud VehaEmunah.
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Now, the coming into being of the world is only for the sake of “there is no king without a people,”
etc. And therefore we say first, “Blessed are You,”
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that is to say, that this nullification be “blessed,” drawn down from the source of blessings, from
the Infinite Light, blessed be He, the light that encompasses all worlds. As is known, the nullifica-
tion of the physical something, which is the lowest in rank, comes through the highest illumination
and drawing-down
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(and see what is written in Parshas Bereishis in the discourse beginning “To understand the

i

reason,” etc., and in the discourse beginning “And to understand, in further explanation of the

9

matter of ‘And He formed,’” etc.; see there. And see what is written in Parshas Tetzaveh, at the end

of the discourse beginning “And you shall make holy garments”: and the purpose and end of the

blessing, etc. And see what is written in the Mikdash Melech, Parshas Tzav)
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(on page 26b), that it comes from a high place, etc., which is the mystery of “Blessed be the Name
of the glory of His kingdom forever and ever,” etc.; see there. And therefore, in order to come to
this level, that there be a revelation of His kingship,
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may He be blessed, in the level of the nullification of the physical something, one must first have
the level of the higher teshuvah: “Your face, Havayah, I will seek,” and “From the depths I called

[

You, Havayah,” “as water [reflects] face to face,” through the depth of the heart, to give up one’s

soul in [declaring G-d] One.
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And this is the matter of the higher unity (yichuda ila’ah) first, in the Shema: “Havayah is our G-d,
Havayah is One,” truly One, for all before Him is as nothing, truly as naught; and afterwards the
lower unity (yichuda tata’ah), in “Blessed be the Name of the glory of His kingdom forever and
ever,” in which the level of something is seen and revealed, but the something is nullified to noth-

ing for the sake of the revelation of the glory of His kingship, may He be blessed.
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So too in the blessing over mitzvos, “Blessed are You,” we first say “Havayah our G-d”: that is to
say, that He be our G-d and we be nullified to Him, may He be blessed, as the foot is nullified in re-
lation to the head.
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And so: “Israel is for Me a head,” and “a son is the leg of his father”: for this nullification is in the
level of true oneness, in that one becomes one and is included in the Infinite Light, blessed be He,
and gives over one’s soul to raise it on high as it was before its descent, when it was included in its

Emanator, blessed be He, in complete unity.
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And from this there is drawn down afterwards “King of the world,” the nullification of the some-
thing, like a servant before a king. For “the children of Israel are servants to Me; they are My ser-
vants,” “to Me” specifically, for the level of servant, too, is in the level of “to Me.” And see what is

written on “And now, I pray, let [the power] be great,” in Parshas Shelach.
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(Summary and explanation of “For with You is forgiveness, that You may be feared”: the ultimate
intent of the supernal drawings-down mentioned above is “that You may be feared,” and “G-d has
made [it so] that they fear before Him,” and this is the nullification of the something. And this is the

matter of the blessings over the mitzvos.)
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5. Now, this level, which is the revelation of the glory of His kingship, that there be something from
nothing such that the something be nullified to nothing, is called by the name ad,
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for ad is a term of eternity, as in “You shall not be ashamed nor disgraced, to all eternity (ad olmei
ad)”; “Forever and ever (le’adei ad) He shall reign.”
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Now, in a thing that is truly under time, there is no drawing-forth in the manner of eternity; and in
a thing that is above time, in the level of the Infinite, there the terms “eternity” and “worlds” do not
apply, for these terms apply only in the level and bounds of time, that it continue for so long a time;
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but what is not in the level and bounds of time, there the extension of time does not apply at all;

rather, “was,” “is” and “will be” are all one. And this level and this term, everlastingness and eter-

nity, do not apply
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except in the level of His kingship, may He be blessed, which is in the level and bounds of time:
“He is King, He was King, and He will reign,” as is explained in Sefer Shel Beinonim, Part II, chap-
ter 7.
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And even so, it is an illumination of the Infinite One (Ein Sof), blessed be He, who, as His Name is,
so is He: He has no end, etc. And so in the service of man, through the revelation of the Light
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of the Infinite One, blessed be He, upon his soul, His kingship, may He be blessed, “shall be estab-
lished” forever (la’ad) within the person, that there be a revelation of the glory of His kingship in

the level of “nullify your will,” for eternity, all his days, “that shall not be moved.”
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And this is [the meaning of] “Return, O Israel, unto (ad)”: that is, to return the level of ad, which is
the level of the revelation of the glory of His kingship, to its source and root, which is the very
Infinite Light, blessed be He.
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For the illumination of the Infinite Light in the level of the revelation of His kingship, may He be
blessed, which shines and is revealed in the level of “King of the world,” so that the world should
not conceal, etc., depends on the service of man, in the revelation of the Infinite Light, blessed be
He, upon his soul; and as our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “They were exiled to Edom; the
Shechinah is with them.”
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And so too when he is drawn after his body and his animal soul, which is from kelipah and the sitra

achra (the other side), the spark of G-dliness within him is in the exile of the body, etc.
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And the main thing is to return it in the manner of ad: that is, that this illumination be in it for eter-
nity, forever and ever, never to be moved, and not that it be only at intervals and set times;
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rather, the fear of G-d should be upon his face, in the revelation of the glory of His kingship, may
He be blessed, always. For an illumination that comes at intervals is called by the name dodim
(“lovers”); rather, [the aim is] that the lower unity (yichuda tata’ah) be
(%35 1PMITN° $0° 221 19%° 52 SRR WURD 1) 1Pwann RPT PPY0Y 1090 N2 IRDY RTIN 13
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like the higher unity (yichuda ila’ah), the level of “two companions who never part” (and this is as it
is written, “a tent that shall not be moved, and whose pegs shall never be pulled up”) (Isaiah, chap-
ter 33, [verse| 20). And this is
M2 17 NAATN2 10 77 PN2W 7°0° R0 01°2 27Y %9212 [(5rrarn?) 170 cwipa) n”pb: 2NOW M
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as is written in the Likkutei Torah of the Arizal on Zechariah, on “On that day [Havayah]| shall be

[One],” that the level of vav-hei will be at the rank of yud-hei, etc.; and as a matter of course there

will be “a tent that shall not be moved,”
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as is written in Emek HaMelech, Gate Six, at the end of chapter 47. And see on this the Zohar, Part I,
Bereishis (53a), Vayechi (239a), and the end of Tisa (194a).
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That is: now there are ascents and descents in the level of Malchus, and therefore it is called “the
Tent of Meeting (ohel mo’ed),” a term for a fixed time, for the First Temple stood 410 years, etc.;

whereas in the time to come there will be no changes, but rather “it shall not be moved.”
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And this will come through the revelation of the level of the light that encompasses all worlds
(sovev kol almin), as is explained on this at the end of the discourse beginning “Know this day and
take to heart,” on the matter of “and the earth shall be filled with knowledge,” etc.
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And this is [the meaning of] “a tranquil habitation, a tent that shall not be moved.” For “tranquil
habitation” (naveh sha’anan) is the drawing-down from the level of “I, Havayah, have not
changed,” as is written in the Idra Rabba (end of 137a): “‘Tranquil habitation’ is said of Atik

Yomin.”
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And from this level it will be drawn down that there be “a tent that shall not be moved,” etc.,

“whose pegs shall never be pulled up.” A peg is what binds and joins the tent to the ground (as
Rashi writes in the Chumash at the end of Terumah);
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and this is the matter of “for all that is in heaven and on earth,” “that holds fast to heaven and
earth.” And see what is written at the end of the discourse beginning “For the mountains shall de-

part,” regarding “and My covenant of peace shall not be moved.”
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And this is [the meaning of] “For thus says the High and Exalted One, who dwells forever (shochen
ad).” And as it is written, “Havayah shall reign forever and ever (le’olam va’ed).” And this is the
matter of “May His great Name be blessed forever and to all eternity.”
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2191937 92 0133 ROnDY byt obyo
For the meaning of shmei rabba is “His great Name,” which is the level of the very Infinite Light (Or
Ein Sof); and therefore, through this, the blessing and drawing-down will be “forever and to all
eternity,” in the manner of “it shall not be moved,” etc.
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And all this is by the power of teshuvah; and this is [the meaning of| “Return, O Israel, unto (ad).”

And see on the matter of “Return, O Israel” in the Midrash Rabbah, Vayeshev, section 84.
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“For you have stumbled in your iniquity”: through sin he stumbles, like a person who trips on his
foot and falls headfirst. So: “They were exiled to Edom; the Shechinah is with them.”
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And the counsel given is: “Take words with you,” that is, the arousal of the Thirteen Attributes of
Mercy in the Ten Days of Teshuvah, which are supernal mercies, simple mercies, from the level of
“And Havayah passed before his face (al panav).” And this itself is the level of the higher teshuvah,
from the depth of the heart: “And they cried out to Havayah in their distress,” to the point

129 AWIAT NYTY OYUR APYRRY AR ROW wHn 12 1PN 1M wnn wean Iy YAl oo
95w Mananma

that it touches the very soul and his very life depends on it; which is the illumination that is above
reason and knowledge that are grasped and understood through the contemplation of one’s

intellect.
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And likewise the Thirteen Attributes are above the level of Chochmah and of knowledge (daas) that

is grasped and understood. For they asked Wisdom, “The soul that sins, how is it to be atoned?”

and it said, “The soul that sins, it shall die.”
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For Wisdom dictates that this be a positive commandment and that a prohibitive commandment,
and one who transgresses this and acts against what Wisdom dictates deserves such-and-such a

punishment, like all the punishments written in the Torah, for “the Torah issues from Chochmah.”
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But the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy, which are to have mercy and to be gracious even though he is
not deserving, fitting and worthy from the standpoint of Chochmah, and he is forgiven, are above

the level of Chochmah and knowledge.
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Therefore it is said, “Take words with you”: the words are with you, for the essence of teshuvah is in
the heart, “the inward part of a man and a deep heart,” the depth of the heart, which is far above

intellect and contemplation.
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And teshuvah does not come about because of contemplating these words that one sets to one’s
heart, as [happens] with the two blessings before the Shema, which were instituted in order to fulfill

9

[in] the Shema “One” and “And you shall love,” namely through contemplating how the angels

sanctify and how “With an everlasting love You have loved us”
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(and this level of contemplation is called “words,” in the manner of “And put into our hearts un-

derstanding, to understand,” etc., that is, to understand one thing from within another; “within a

thing” is the light that fills all worlds (memalei kol almin), and from it one must [come to] the level

of the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin), etc., as is explained in the discourse be-

ginning “The heavens are My throne”).
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But in teshuvah, which is from the depth of the heart, the words do not arouse, that is, the under-
standing and comprehension, for this teshuvah is above comprehension and understanding.
Rather, the words are only so that this depth of the heart come out from concealment into

revelation.
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“Say to Him: Forgive all iniquity (kol tisa avon)”: because You are “all” (kol), and the general and
collective expression (klalus) of everything, that is, the level of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof),
blessed be He, the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin), which is above Chochmah.
IPOINT DWW PR TR0 1A 19YRR DAk NITHY 1non Mvan? Mphnnm e awunk 1nonn o
For from Chochmah downward there is division into particulars, wisdom and emotive attributes
(middos); but above Chochmah there is no division at all.
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Therefore “forgive iniquity”: for the blemish of iniquity does not reach there, since it blemished

only in the level of Chochmah, as mentioned above.
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“And we will render [for] bullocks [the offering of] our lips”: for teshuvah is greater than all the of-
ferings. For of an offering it is said, “an offering to Havayah,” “a fire-offering, a pleasing fragrance

to Havayah,”
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that is, because an offering means that the animal is offered upon the altar in place of the person’s
animal soul, a soul for a soul; and now that we have no offerings, prayer is in place of an offering.
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And Michael stands and offers the souls of Israel. “Michael the High Priest” is the level of “great

love” (ahavah rabbah) that comes from above, to give up one’s soul in [declaring G-d] One.
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Now, all year this drawing-down is by way of the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus),
through the angels, “Michael the High Priest.” But of the Ten Days of Teshuvah it is written, “Seek
Havayah when He may be found,” which is the drawing-down of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof),
blessed be He, Himself, not by way of hishtalshelus.
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And see what is written in the discourse beginning “I am my Beloved’s,” on the matter of “who
grazes among the lilies.” [This comes| only through the level of the higher teshuvah, which is from

the depth of the heart, as mentioned above;
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therefore the matter of the offerings is done by ourselves. (And this is why on Yom Kippur wearing
a sandal is forbidden, as the Shelah writes: that the shoe and the sandal allude to the angels
Metatron and Sandal[fon], who are called “the shoe of the Shechinah,” and Yom Kippur is above

this level, etc.;
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see there. That is: Metatron and Sandal|[fon]| tie bonds for their Maker from the prayers of Israel, for
they raise up the prayers, as is explained elsewhere on “How beautiful are your steps in shoes,”

etc.; and this is like what there was with the offerings, “a lion that consumes the offerings,” etc.
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However, on Yom Kippur there is no need for the prayers to be raised by the angels; rather, the
Holy One, blessed be He, Himself receives them. And see what is written elsewhere, in the dis-
course beginning “As an eagle stirs up” and in the discourse beginning “And the lion, like the ox,
shall eat straw,” etc.) And there is brought about an additional ascent, elevation upon elevation, in
the level of “the depths.”
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And the explanation: in the Ten Days of Teshuvah, until Yom Kippur, when “before (lifnei)
Havayah you shall be purified,” one reaches the level of the face (pnei) of Havayah, the level of
“face” mentioned above. Although it is written, “My face shall not be seen,” that means that the

face itself does not come to revelation;
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but the revelation is drawn from there: “From the depths I called You,” that there be a revelation of
the level of Havayah. And also, “My face shall not be seen” is in the manner of drawing down be-

low; but in the manner of ascent, “Your face, Havayah, [ will seek.”
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