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An Explanation of “Do Not Read Banayich”
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An explanation of the matter of “Do not read banayich (your children)”—which is the level of love,
which is called “son,” the level of Z’eir Anpin (the emotive attributes), the greater part of which is
from the chassadim (kindnesses)—“but bonayich (your builders)”: the building of the Nukva (the
feminine) is from the gevuros (severities), for Malchus (sovereignty) descends into Beriah,

Yetzirah and Asiyah and gives life also to kelipas nogah, and to what is far, far below nogah.
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Now, in holiness there is the quality of self-nullification (bittul), whereas in that which stands oppo-
site it there is the quality of yesh (being a something); and even so, because their bounty is re-

ceived from the level of the Malchus of holiness, therefore “they call Him the G-d of gods.”
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Now, from the standpoint of the essence of the Infinite One (Ein Sof), there is no room to make a
distinction so that the bounty be drawn only into one who is nullified, specifically; for “all before

Him is considered as nothing,”
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and “If you are righteous, what [do you give Him|?” etc. And therefore “the spider grasps with its
hands,” as is explained in the discourse beginning “And a man wrestled” and in the discourse be-

ginning “And it came to pass, when Pharaoh sent.”
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However, through the level of the gevuros that are in Malchus there is the matter of “the left pushes
away,” so that [the bounty] is not drawn to the external forces, which have no bittul, except in a
contracted measure (tzimtzum)—since in any case “they call Him the G-d of gods”—while the main

bounty is drawn into one who is nullified, that is, in holiness: angels and souls, etc.
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Therefore the building of Malchus specifically must be from the gevuros, because it descends into
Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah, where there are kelipos; but in Atzilus (Emanation), “evil does not
dwell with You,” etc.
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(And see what is written in the discourse beginning “To understand the matter of the blessings,” re-
garding the last blessing, which corresponds to Chavah, who is Malchus: it concludes with
“Blessed” for this very reason; whereas the first blessing, which corresponds to Adam, who is Z’eir
Anpin, has no need to conclude [with it], for the reason mentioned above. And this is [the meaning

of] “and He prepared for him, from himself, a building,” etc.: bonayich, etc.)
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This illumination in Malchus comes from Chochmah (wisdom); for Chochmabh is the level of bittul,
and therefore from there derives this quality, that the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) be drawn only into

one who is nullified, etc.
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As is explained on the [passage of the] Raaya Mehemna, Parshas [Ki| Sisa, “A stone to weigh with:
this is the yud,” etc. And this is why Chochmah is called “judgment” (din), as [Rabbi Yehudah]

Chayat wrote: for this is the level of gevuros.
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That is, the level of the measuring line (kav hamiddah), which is the level of the supernal Gevurah
of Atik Yomin that is enclothed in the hidden Chochmah (Chochmah Stima’ah); for from there is
the root of this measure, that the revelation of the Infinite Light be drawn only in proportion to the
bittul, etc.
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And this is [the meaning of] “The wisdom of women builds her house”; “Through wisdom a house
is built.” And this drawing-down and building is through the yoke of Torah and the level of awe; for
it is stated in the Raaya Mehemna that there are four levels: dechilu and rechimu (awe and love),
[which are] Malchus and Z’eir Anpin, and afterwards rechimu and dechilu (love and awe), [which
are| Binah and Chochmah.
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It follows that the level of Z’eir Anpin, which is called banayich, the level of “son,” love, has its root
in Binah (understanding), which is also the level of rechimu (love); that is, the lesser love (ahavah
zuta), whose root is in the great love (ahavah rabbah). But the lower awe (yirah tata’ah), Malchus,
has its root in the supernal awe (yirah ila’ah), the level of Chochmah, which is a bittul that is higher
than the level of love.
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Therefore those of the level of bonayich, of Malchus, are called talmidei chachamim (disciples of
the wise), for “through wisdom” specifically “a house is built.” And this is [the meaning of| “With
wisdom [He] founded the earth,”
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but “established the heavens,” which is the level of banayich, is “with understanding.” And this too

is explained on the teaching of the Zohar, Part III, in Parshas Emor (folio 100),
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on [the verse] “And moreover, truly [she is my sister],” etc., and in Parshas Vayeira. And see in the
discourse beginning “To understand the reason why the formation of man was different,” etc.; see

there.
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Now, it is explained elsewhere, on the meaning of “Havayah builds Jerusalem,” that it is the build-

ing of the ten Sefiros of Malchus from the [aspects of] Malchus in the ten Sefiros of Z’eir Anpin, etc.
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But the power for this building to come about is drawn specifically from a higher place. And see
what is written in the discourse beginning “The festival of Rosh HaShanah that falls on Shabbos.”
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(And see the Zohar, Part I, 28a, on [the verse| “And He built”; 134a; 139a; and Part I1I, Pinchas,

221a, and the commentary of the Ramaz there.)
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Now, there is also a Jerusalem Above: the Malchus of Ein Sof, the supernal awe, etc. And in the
Pardes, Shaar Mahus VeHanhagah, chapter 13, [it is written] that the Jerusalem Above is Binah. If
so, it may be said that the meaning of “builds
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Jerusalem” is to draw down an increase of light from the Jerusalem Above, the Malchus of Ein Sof,
into the Jerusalem below, the Malchus of Atzilus, so that it be “like a city that is joined together,”

that is, the joining of the Jerusalem Above with the Jerusalem below, etc.
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The explanation is this: it was explained above that there is the level of the measuring line, through

which all the flows are drawn down, and this flow is in proportion to the bittul.
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Therefore the Infinite Light rests in the Chochmah of Atzilus, because it is in a state of bittul; and
likewise, in all of Atzilus the level of Chochmah shines.
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But in Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah the bittul does not shine there as it is in the Chochmah of
Atzilus, a true bittul, but only the bittul of the yesh (of a being that is something); therefore the rev-
elation of the Infinite Light is also diminished, etc. And therefore, when the level of Malchus is en-
clothed in Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah, the revelation of the Infinite Light is not drawn there as in
Atzilus.
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However, although by the word of the measuring line it was measured how the revelation would be
in each world according to its level, as mentioned above, all this was at the beginning of the chain

of descending worlds (hishtalshelus);
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but afterwards, by virtue of the deeds of the lower beings, there are changes in the measuring line:
sometimes it shines with an increased revelation of light throughout the whole chain of Atzilus,

Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah, through a strengthening below: teshuvah (return), good deeds, Torah
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prayer and charity, as is explained at the end of the discourse beginning “See, the fragrance of my
son”; and sometimes it shines with greater diminution, when the generations are not worthy, as is
written in Pri Etz Chaim on the intentions (kavanos) of Shabbos, that through the sin of Adam, the

first man, the worlds descended greatly, etc.,

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/reeh/9/ 6
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and afterwards, through his teshuvah and through Shabbos, it was repaired, etc. And likewise, at
the time of the destruction of Jerusalem, [there was] a withdrawal of the light from Z’eir Anpin and

Nukva, as it is written, “The Holy One, blessed be He, ascended higher and higher,” etc.
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And through this, “Tyre was filled only [from the ruin of Jerusalem]|,” etc. And this is the meaning
of bonayich: the building of Jerusalem, to draw down an increase of light into the level of Malchus,
the source of Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah, until below as well there be a revelation of the very
Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), as it is written of the Time to Come, “And they shall go into the caves of
the rocks, from before the terror of Havayah,” etc.
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And this building is through the yoke of Torah; and see what is written on [the verse] “I have gath-
ered my myrrh with my spice.” And this is also the matter of “complete awe” (yirah shalem), which
is drawn down through the Torah; and see what is written on [the verse| “Set me as a seal,” on the

subject of
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the sunken seal and awe, which draws down from a higher level than the drawing-down through
the raised seal, which is from below, the level of love. And this is [the meaning of] “Do not read ba-
nayich,” the level of love, “but bonayich,” the level of complete awe, through the study of Torah.
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2. Now, through the level of bonayich is drawn down the level of verav shlom (“and great peace”):
out of the level of verav, peace is made. And this is why the cantillation on the word verav is a
tipcha: so that it be explicit and understood, when one says verav, that it stands apart, a matter by
itself, as is known concerning the cantillation note tipcha, that it is a separation and the close of a

matter.
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Had the tipcha not separated, the intent would have been that verav refers to the matter of peace in
its plain sense, that is, “great peace.”
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But as it is, the meaning is that verav is a matter by itself: that is, the level of Esav, “the mountains
of separation,” the domain of the many (reshus harabim). But out of this level of verav, peace is
made: that it be refined and included in the level of unity. And this is [the meaning of] “great (rav)

to save.”
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Now, [as for] the matter that “the pig is destined to become pure”: it is written, “The boar from the

forest gnaws at it,” and the ayin [of “forest”] is suspended; it is the level of the seven lower [Sefiros]

of Imma, where the shattering of the vessels took place,
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that is, in the Name Sag that is in Binah: the seven kings of Tohu; whereas in Chochmah there was
no shattering of the vessels, as it is written, “They die, and not with wisdom,” etc. And this is also

the matter of the large ayin of “Shema Yisrael,”

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/reeh/9/ 8
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for in Binah are “the large letters” (asvon ravrevin); that is, when [what came] from the shattering
of the vessels is rectified. For this is the meaning of the Name Ban and the 288 [sparks], which were

included in the seven lower [Sefiros] of Imma: the large ayin, etc.

R” @5 9950 111297 7°pn Sn2 %Y PINPIa 0°9apn DONXANY C2% 1MPN YT [val ¥ OM
YN K21 WY TWITPIY NTLR 211mhD

And the ayin of ya’ar (forest) is also suspended because the external forces receive from afar,
through the level of the encompassing [light] of the frankincense (levonah); for this reason there

are eleven spices of the incense, whereas in holiness [there are] “ten and not nine.”
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Also, the meaning of ya’ar is the world of the angels, or the World of Asiyah (Action). Now, in the
Time to Come, at the end of days (ketz hayamin), speedily in our days, amen, when [the verse] “And

Iwill remove the spirit of impurity,” etc., will be fulfilled,

97311 PPN 03 apy©a BRo1w 0IPw AWyl 377 NN D A 10 DR TIHAR IX 1N

this is [the meaning of] “Then I will turn to [the peoples],” etc. This is the meaning of [the state-
ment| that out of the level of verav peace is made: that the encompassing [light] mentioned above

will also be included in Yaakov.
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From this it will further be understood that for verav shlom to come about, it is specifically through
bonayich: for it is specifically “through Chochmah (wisdom) that they are refined,” since from
there they have no nourishment, for their nourishment is from the level of ya’ar, the seven lower

[Sefiros] of Imma,

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/reeh/9/ 9
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but not in Chochmah, etc. Therefore through Chochmah the rectification is made, and out of the
level of ya’ar (forest) is made ir (city), etc. And see what is written on [the verse] “Binding his foal

(iroh) to the vine,” etc.

710 2727 RDPR 11193 1KY 13998 057 119’10 099 27 7Y N1372 WK 1297 [m1on o3 17D

According to this we will understand what is said in the Midrash Rabbah on [the verse] “Rav lachem

(you have had enough),” etc., “turn northward”: “and ‘northward’ means nothing other than words

of Torah.”
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That is, for “out of the north comes gold”: the level of awe, “Stand in awe of Havayah,” “The begin-

ning of wisdom is the awe of Havayah”; and this is the level of Torah, of which it is said, “They are

more desirable than gold”; and as is said in Bereishis Rabbah, chapter 16,
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for “if there is no wisdom, there is no awe.” And the main level of gold is the Oral Torah, which is at
the level of the superiority of gold over silver, as is explained elsewhere on the subject of “Extra un-
derstanding was given to woman,” etc.,
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and like the matter of “The words of the Sofrim (scribes) are sweet to me,” in the discourse begin-
ning “I am black but comely”; and sofer (scribe) is the level of Chochmah, for “through Chochmah

they are refined.”
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Therefore from this comes about the level of rav lachem, along the lines of what was mentioned

above, that the Torah is called “strength and sound wisdom (tushiyah),” etc.

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/reeh/9/ 10
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(And see the Zohar, Part II, Terumah, 148a, on [the verse] “Apples of gold in settings of silver”; and

the Midrash Rabbah, at the beginning of Parshas Vayigash; and Rashi’s commentary on Proverbs,

chapter 25, [verse] 11; and the Shelah, at its beginning, folio 3a.)
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The meaning is the matter of “the Torah is hidden and revealed,” and all is one; for the Oral Torah
is called “a land flowing with milk and honey,” as is explained below in the discourse beginning
“This day,” in Parshas Ki Savo.
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And this is [the meaning of] what is written of David, “ruddy, with beautiful eyes”: for the building
of Malchus is from Gevurah (restraint), “ruddy”; but nevertheless “with beautiful eyes,”
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for this Gevurah is the truth of Chesed (kindness). It is along the lines of the matter of the measur-
ing line, the Gevurah of Atik Yomin that is enclothed in the Mocha Stima’ah (the hidden brain):
“the dew of crystal,” like the appearance of crystal, a white color, but “red hues are seen in it,” etc.
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(And see the Zohar, Part III, Tazria, 51a; 56a; 84a; 262b.) But in order for there to be bonayich,
there must first be banayich,
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which is Binah (understanding): the “running and returning” (ratzo vashov) in prayer, etc. “They
blessed over the Torah”: baruch (“blessed”) is the Yesod of Abba, that it be drawn into the Torah,
the vav, the six attributes (middos) of Z’eir Anpin, etc.
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3. And afterwards, “Through tzedakah (righteousness) you shall be established.” For all this is the
building of Malchus in the manner of inner light (or pnimi); but for there to be the guarding of
“guards the city,” there is the drawing-down of encompassing lights (makifim), which are drawn

down through charity (tzedakah), compassion, etc.
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And the encompassing [light] repels the nurture of the external forces. (And see on [the verse] “Un-
less Havayah builds,” etc., “guards the city,” in Yoma, at the end of 19b; and in the Midrash
Rabbah, at the beginning of the Pesichta to Eichah; the Zohar, Part II, Parshas Bo, 39a; Terumah,
164a; Pekudei, 226a; Part I, Vayeitzei, 151b.)
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And this is [the meaning of] “I who speak in tzedakah, great to save” (in Isaiah, chapter 63). The
meaning: “Iwho speak” is the matter of the Torah, which is “and My words which I have put in your
mouth”; and to come to this level is through “And all your children shall be taught by Havayah.”
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And afterwards, “through tzedakah you shall be established,” and then “great to save,” that is,
through the level of verav shlom, as mentioned above. And this is [the meaning of] “who sows acts
of tzedakah and makes salvations sprout.” And see in the discourse beginning “Who is enthroned
on high”; and see the Zohar, Part III, Emor, 89a.
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And this is [the meaning of| what is written, “Of David: Havayah is my light and my salvation;
whom shall I fear?” etc. For David and Jerusalem are one level, as it is written, “I did not choose a

city,” etc.,
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“but I chose David” (in I Kings, chapter 8); and it is written, “And I chose Jerusalem,” etc., “and I
chose David” (in II Chronicles, chapter 6).
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Now, “Havayah is my light” is what is drawn down as actual light and revelation, the level of inner
light; “and my salvation” is the drawing-down of encompassing light (or makif); and through this,
“and great to save.”
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(And see on this the Zohar, Part III, Bamidbar, 119a, and the Midrash Rabbah, Emor, chapter 21.)
Now, on Rosh HaShanah is the building of the world of speech; and see the Midrash Rabbah,
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Ki Sisa, chapter 46, and at the end of Eikev, on [the verse] “and a time to gather stones.” And this is

the level of bonayich: “Through wisdom a house is built”; “And He built the rib.” Also, as for the

meaning of yirah shalem and shalom:

NT92 2771 10 M0N0 RN 27Y Cx 77%p) MIAN (2950 9] 2701 °97 [nawn wra] 1779 212 R AR 720
J12 ANR 20T 11981 D 1IWn WRAT RD1T

yirah (awe) is the level of Rosh HaShanah. And see the Zohar, Part III, Terumah (135a), on [the

verse] “And this is the offering,” etc.: “Gold, in the mystery of the day of Rosh HaShanah,” etc.,

“Out of the north comes gold,” etc.
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And this is the level of awe, as mentioned above. And shalem (complete) is the level of Yom Kippur,
when all the blemishes are filled in through the supernal drawing-down from the Source of all,

“You are the perfection of them all”; and also “peace to the one who is far,” who becomes near,

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/reeh/9/ 13
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that is, the level of teshuvah (return). And likewise from above to below, as our Sages, of blessed

memory, said on [the verse] “Call upon Him while He is near”: these are the Ten Days of Teshuvah.

And from this, too, is drawn the level of Sukkos, which is called “the sukkah of Your peace.”
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Therefore on Sukkos seventy bullocks are offered, which is along the lines of the level of verav

shlom. And see the Ramaz at the end of Parshas Pinchas, regarding “to bow down to Havayah on

the festival of Sukkos.”
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And at that time, too, one gives much tzedakah; see what is written in the discourse beginning
“And I will make [your windows] of kadkod,” and at the end of the discourse beginning “Zion,” etc.,
“through tzedakah.” That is, so that there be “through tzedakah you shall be established.”
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Now, these three levels as a whole, banayich, bonayich and “through tzedakah you shall be estab-
lished,” are the three levels of Keser, Chochmah and Binah, in their order from below upward: ba-

nayich is Binah, ben Yah (“son of Yah”),
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and this is the service of prayer; bonayich is Chochmah, the study of Torah; and these are the level
of inner light. And afterwards, “through tzedakah you shall be established” is the level of Keser (the
Crown): for the 613 mitzvos of the Torah together with the seven mitzvos of the Rabbis are the 620
pillars of light that are from the level of Keser,

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/reeh/9/ 14
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and it is encompassing light, from the word koseres (a crown-shaped capital). And it is known that
the mitzvos in their general and collective expression (klalus) are called tzedakah. And see what is
written in the discourse beginning “Thus shall you bless,” on the three blessings, “May He bless

you,” “May He shine,” “May He lift up”; these too correspond to these three levels.
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And see the Ramaz on Parshas Shelach (folio 159a), regarding “And G-d created man in His
image”: “The Holy One, blessed be He, has three worlds in which He is hidden”; these too are the

three levels mentioned above, corresponding to which is said “Holy, holy, holy”; see there.
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According to this we can understand the parable cited in the Midrash Rabbah on the Song of Songs,
at the end of [the passage on]| “We will rejoice and be glad in you”: “[It is like] a matron,” etc. “They
said to her, ‘Your sons have come.’ She said, ‘What does it matter to me? Let my daughters-in-law

bRl

rejoice,’” etc.; see there.
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The explanation: it is written, “Like a lily among the thorns, so is My beloved among the

daughters.” The meaning is that the souls are called “daughters of Jerusalem” or “daughters of
Zion,”
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as is explained in the discourse beginning “I am black but comely, O daughters of Jerusalem,” and
at the end of the discourse beginning “Go forth and see, O daughters of Zion”; but “My beloved” is

the Congregation of Israel (Knesses Yisrael), the source of the souls.
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And see what is written on [the verse] “One is she,” etc. The explanation of the matter is this: it is
known that there are three loves, “with all your heart,” “and with all your soul” and “and with all
your might,”
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as their matter is explained in the discourse beginning “His left hand is under my head,” [in]
“When you lift up the head of the children of Israel,” and in the discourse beginning “The heavens

are My throne.”
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Now, the level of “with all your heart” is the level of “My flesh and my heart pine away (kalah),” and
also “My soul longs, indeed it pines (kalsah), for the courts of Havayah”; and this is what is called
“my daughters-in-law” (kalosai), on account of the level of kalah, “my soul pines.” And see what is

written about this in the discourse beginning “And I will betroth you to Me.”
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And the rung of “with all your soul” is the level of “To You, Havayah, I lift up my soul,” and also the

binding of the powers of the soul, intellect and emotive attributes (middos), and thought, speech
and action, to Torah and mitzvos, and in contemplative prayer,
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which is the binding to His wisdom and will, may He be blessed. And this is a higher level than “for

the courts of Havayah,” for the Torah is “the supernal palace of the Holy One, blessed be He,” the

level of the royal house in which the King dwells permanently,
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that is, the resting of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, in the supernal Chochmah,
which is above the level of “the courts of Havayah,” which the King enters only at intervals, like the
matter of “He rides on His light cherub and floats through eighteen thousand worlds.”
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But the level of “with all your might” is the level of self-sacrifice (mesirus nefesh) and the will of the
heart (re’usa deliba) that is above intellect, of which they said, “There is one who acquires his world

in a single hour.” And see what is written in the discourse beginning “This day,” etc.,
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“commands you.” And of this it is said, “so is My beloved among the daughters”; “You are beautiful
as Tirtzah,” which is the level of the supernal will (ratzon) that is above Chochmah. And of this they

99 ¢

said, “He did not cease to cherish her until He called her ‘My mother,”” “with the crown with which

his mother crowned him,” the supernal Shechinah.
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And this is the meaning of the parable of the matron, and “my daughters-in-law” and “my daugh-
ters.” They said, “Your sons have come”: that is, the level of the descents and drawings-down of the
souls of Atzilus, “And all your children shall be taught by Havayah,” the root of this revelation be-
ing the level of the Binah of Atzilus. “Let my daughters-in-law rejoice”:
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that is, the level of the souls of Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah, whose love is at the level of “my soul
pines for the courts of Havayah”; therefore they will rejoice, and their thirst will be quenched, by
this revelation from the level of “And all your children,” for Binah is called “the inner court that

faces east.”
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Afterwards they said to her, “Your sons-in-law have come.” Seemingly, her sons are superior; if so,
what does this add? But “your sons-in-law” are the masters of Torah, the level of bonayich, as in
“*On the day of his wedding’: this is the Giving of the Torah.”
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And this is the drawing-down from the supernal Chochmah (wisdom), which is Atzilus in general
and is above Binah, the level of the source of Beriah; and Chochmabh, too, is “the supernal palace of
the Holy One, blessed be He,” which is above even the inner court, as mentioned above.
Nevertheless she answered, “Let my daughters rejoice”: that is, the nefesh of Atzilus, as mentioned

in the discourse beginning
XN92 70 RAN M3 °N2 ARPW Ty n2a2ann 1 XD 1918 Y1 K 9917 RN2 779 1°21° 71°3y2 RX¥N "D
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“When you go out,” on the matter of “they give him the King’s daughter”; and of this they said, “He
did not cease to cherish her until He called her ‘My daughter.”” Now, “Abba founded the daughter”;
therefore they rejoice in this revelation from the level of Chochmah, which is drawn down through
the Torah.
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But the level of Zion itself is the level of the supernal Shechinah: “He did not cease to cherish her
until He called her ‘My mother’”; “One is she, my dove.”
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And this is the will of the heart (re’usa deliba), “with all your might,” the level of yechidah, which
receives from the level of the Yachid (the Singular One), which is above the level of banayich and
bonayich; as mentioned elsewhere regarding the early pious ones, who would spend nine hours a
day in their prayer, etc.; see there. (And see the Zohar, Part II, at the beginning of Parshas
Mishpatim, 94b; 122a.)
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Therefore her thirst is not quenched by this revelation of the souls from the level of Chochmah, as
is explained elsewhere, at the end of the discourse beginning “Many waters,” that of this it is said,
“If a man,” this is the Holy One, blessed be He, “would give all the wealth of his house for love,”

which is the supernal Chochmah, called “the wealth of His house,” “they would utterly scorn it.”
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That is, the great love (ahavah rabbah) of “with all your might,” for His very being and essence,
may He be blessed, specifically, where even Chochmabh itself is considered as Asiyah relative to the
very Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He; all the more so since, of the level of “‘On the day of
his wedding’: this is the Giving of the Torah,” our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “The Torah is the

fallen fruit of the supernal wisdom.” Rather, through
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“Behold, your king comes to you; he is righteous and victorious (tzaddik venosha)”: this is the level

of “Am I not better to you than ten sons?”, the drawing-down from the level of Anochi (“I”), “who I

”

am,
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that is, the drawing-down from the very Infinite Light, blessed be He, which is far, far above the
level of Atzilus, so that there be a dwelling place among the lower realms, which is far, far above the
level of the souls; for it is the revelation of the very Infinite Light, blessed be He, to which the souls

bear no comparison at all.
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That is, through the supreme Keser (the Crown), the Malchus of Ein Sof, which connects the revela-
tion of the very Infinite Light, blessed be He, to the emanated beings. And of this it is said, “Am I

not better to you than ten sons?” (in I Samuel, chapter 1).
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The meaning: Anochi, “who I am,” the most hidden of all the hidden; this drawing-down is better
for you than the drawing-down from the level of Chochmah and Binah through banayich and
bonayich; as is written in the Pesikta on [the verse] “Am I not better to you”: “It is not written here
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but Anochi,” etc., “as it says, ‘Anochi (I am) Havayah your G-d.”” End of quotation. And so it is in

the Shocher Tov (on Samuel, end of chapter 1, and in the Yalkut). And see what is written in the dis-

course beginning “It is better to take refuge in Havayah than to trust in man.”
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Now, of this revelation she answered, “This is complete joy,” etc., that there be a dwelling place
among the lower realms. And this is [the meaning of] “I will greatly rejoice in Havayah; my soul

shall exult,” etc.;
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see there. And this is through “through tzedakah you shall be established,” for through this is
drawn down the level of “righteous and victorious.” And see what is written at the end of the dis-

course beginning “Many waters,” mentioned above, and in the discourse beginning
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“And behold, a menorah of gold,” on this matter, how the mitzvos in their root are higher than the
Torah; and what is written about this at the end of the discourse beginning “And Havayah went be-
fore them by day,” that of this it is said,
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“There we will rejoice in Him,” in Him truly. And see on the matter of “righteous and victorious” in
the Midrash Rabbah, Mishpatim, end of chapter 30; and see what is written in the discourse begin-
ning “On the twenty-fifth of Kislev,” on the matter of “He donned tzedakah as a coat of mail, and a

helmet of salvation on His head,” and at the end of the discourse beginning “He donned
tzedakah.”
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And this is [the meaning of] “Like an apple tree among the trees of the forest, so is my Beloved
among the sons.” The meaning is like the matter of “I have eaten my ya’ri with my honey”: the lev-
el of ya'ri is the matter of [the blessing]| Yotzer Or, where the angels are described, “and all of them

stand in the heights of the world”; and “my honey” is the recital of the Shema, “Hear, O Israel,”
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for the love and awe of the souls of Israel are called “my honey,” since it is from the level of the in-
ner dimension (pnimiyus) and has sweetness in it. And see what is written about this in the dis-
course beginning “I have come into my garden,” and in the discourse beginning “I am asleep,” re-
garding “my beloved”; and see what is written in the discourse beginning “As an eagle stirs up its
nest,” on the ascent of the angels through the souls of Israel, “to be absorbed in the body of the

King.”
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And this is the meaning of “like an apple tree among the trees of the forest.” Also, the apple has
three colors, which are the three attributes, love, awe and compassion, from the level of the three
Patriarchs; and also the three lines, Torah, service and acts of kindness (gemilus chassadim). And

the meaning of “among the trees of the forest”
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is that through this the level of ya’ar (forest) mentioned above is also rectified, as was explained

above concerning Shema, the ayin there. Now, just as the apple tree’s stature is higher than the

trees of the forest, and it is marked and recognizable among them, for
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it is stated that tapuach (apple) has the numerical value of Tzevaos (hosts), and this is the matter of
the angels saying, “Holy, holy, holy is Havayah of hosts (Tzevaos)”: “He is a sign (os) among His
host,”
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Yo
that is, the drawing-down and revelation of the radiance of Atzilus in Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah,
which is exceedingly mighty in relation to all the host of Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah; and this is the
meaning of “like an apple tree among the trees of the forest.”
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Likewise, and infinitely more so, is the level of “my Beloved among the sons.” The meaning: “the

sons” are the level of banayich and bonayich, which is the drawing-down from the Chochmah and

Binah of Atzilus;
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but the level of “my Beloved” is the drawing-down from far, far above the order of the chain of de-
scending worlds (hishtalshelus), as it is written, “The voice of my Beloved! Behold, he comes, leap-

ing over the mountains, skipping,” etc.,
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that is, the leap from far, far above the order of hishtalshelus, as is explained below in Shir

HaShirim, on [the verse] “The voice of my Beloved”; see there, on the matter of “leaping” and

“skipping,” etc.: that is, the drawing-down of the radiance of the Emanator, the Infinite One (Ein

Sof), blessed be He, when it is drawn into Atzilus.
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For more than Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah bear no comparison to Atzilus, infinitely more than that

does Atzilus bear no comparison to the Infinite One, blessed be He. Therefore, when this radiance

is revealed, it is exceedingly mighty in relation to all of Atzilus.
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And see what is written at the end of the discourse beginning “And He came from the myriads,” re-
garding “He is a sign among His myriad”; and see the Zohar, Part III, Haazinu (286b): “Like an

apple tree,” etc., “so,” etc., “He is a sign among all the hosts above.”
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Nevertheless, it is written, “so is my Beloved among the sons,” for there must first be “And all your
children shall be taught by Havayah,” as mentioned above, and afterwards the level of “Do not
read banayich, but bonayich,” and then, afterwards, “through tzedakah you shall be established,”

so that there be “The voice of my Beloved,” etc., “leaping,” etc., as mentioned above.
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