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“For this commandment which I (Anochi) command you this day is not hidden from you, nor is it
far off, etc.”
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We need to understand what “this commandment” is, for it does not refer to the whole Torah in its
entirety, since [then] it should have said, “For all the commandments, etc.” And also, what is [meant
by| “which I (Anochi), etc.”?
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Now, all the mitzvos are called by the name “the commandments of Havayah,” for the 248 positive

commandments are the 248 “limbs of the King,” and “the King” is the level of Havayah.
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Now, at the beginning of the word of G-d in the Ten Commandments, He opened [with] “I (Anochi)
am Havayah your G-d.” At first glance this is not understood: how is it fitting to say of Him, may He
be blessed, that He came to tell [us] that “I” am Havayah your G-d? For this applies only to a person
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who has a body and a known shape and image, of whom one may say, “This is he”; whereas of Him,

may He be blessed, “no thought can grasp Him” at all, and it is written, “For you did not see any

image on the day [Havayah] spoke, etc.”
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But the explanation is this: the knowledge of His G-dliness, may He be blessed, that He created
everything from nothing to something, and that He is the Creator who “in His goodness renews

each day, continually, the work of
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Creation,” and brings them all into being and gives life to them all, this knowledge was already
fixed in the heart of all Israel, “believers, the children of believers,” even before the Giving of the
Torah. For this knowledge is in the nature of a feeling in the soul,
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like sight. For do we not see the heavens and the earth and all that is in it? And a thing does not
make itself. And “from my flesh I behold G-d,”
[*12 B°11 NYT™ 71772 1300KRY D2 WrNII] 111721 1A NP0 NIRD2 09X 5w 1nnwl WY 110
just as one senses a person’s soul on seeing the life of the body and its continued existence. [As is
explained in Parshas Va’eschanan, in the discourse beginning “And you shall know this day, etc.”]

NI 95 TN RITW 23750 737 3 RIT 122V 979K °1 90IR (110 103 N7A3 YOI 1m0

And as for what He made known at the Giving of the Torah, “I am Havayah your G-d,” the explana-

tion is this: the meaning of Havayah is that He is the One who brings all existences into being

(mehaveh kol hahavayos),
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for Havayah is a term of “being” (hoveh), and the yud at the head of the word indicates the continu-
ity of the action, as in “Thus would Job do (ya’aseh) all the days.” That is to say, He continually
brings into being and renews from nothing to something.
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Now, although it is written, “His greatness is unsearchable,” [meaning] that the extension of His
greatness reaches upward without end, etc., nevertheless the worlds and the created beings are in a

state of boundary, limit and number: “a thousand thousands, etc.,”
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“from the earth to the firmament is five hundred years, etc.” And even so, it is written, “I, Havayah,
have not changed”: [He] is not like the soul that gives life to the body, which undergoes changes
from what befalls the body, etc.
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This is because it is not the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, itself, as it were, that is en-
clothed in the worlds to give them life and to bring them into being from nothing to something,
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but only a radiance and an illumination from His Name, may He be blessed, as it is written, “For
His Name alone is exalted; His splendor is upon the earth, etc.”
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And even this is “upon the earth” specifically. And so too, the coming into being of all the higher
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levels, from the “head of all levels,” is only in the manner of a radiance, as it is written, “And

Chochmabh is found from ayin (nothing),” from the level that is ayin and efes, nothing and naught.
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And it does not occupy any place. (See what is written about this in the discourse beginning “And
Israel saw the great hand, etc.,” and in the explanation of the verse “After Havayah your G-d shall
you walk.”)
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That is, only a radiance. And this radiance is drawn forth through tzimtzum (contraction) and ex-
pansion: the level of yud and the level of hei, to contract and to conceal, so that only a radiance is

revealed, etc., and afterwards the drawing-forth and expansion, the level of vav-hei, etc.
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Thus the level of Havayah is the general and collective expression (klalus) of the chain of descend-
ing worlds (hishtalshelus), of all the worlds; and likewise in detail, throughout the whole chain of
descent, from cause to cause, etc., all is in the manner of Havayah: tzimtzum and expansion, etc.
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But what causes this tzimtzum and this level of Havayah to come about — for it is written, “I am

Havayah; that is My Name,” and this is only the level of a name, which is for others and is not of the

essence of the thing itself at all —
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is rather Anochi, “I who am I” (Anochi mi she’Anochi), that is, the level of His very Essence and

Being, as it were; that is to say, “I Myself,” and not My Name, for one does not call this level by any

name at all. And that Anochi should be Havayah,
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that is, that the level of Havayah should be drawn forth to bring the worlds into being as the Name
Havayah, the light that fills all worlds (memalei kol almin), through the chain of descent and the
descending of the levels, etc.,

>397 R [7195] 173710 DW3 °P1 19K 272911 WP RIT P99 972 AN 13°RW "R >nan

from the level of Anochi, which is not grasped within the worlds, and is holy and set apart, and is
not called by any name, etc.: all this is because
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Anochi is “your G-d” (Elokecha). For through your drawing G-dliness within yourself, you, Israel,
thereby also draw forth Havayah, that it come to be from the level of Anochi; for “the matter de-
pends on an arousal from below.”
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And this is through the mitzvos, for the mitzvos are “the commandments of Havayah,” meaning
that they are bound up with and alluded to in the Name Havayah: some are alluded to in the yud
and some are alluded to in the hei, etc. And as a person performs them below, so will he arouse

above the level of yud, etc.
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And [he] draws forth, etc. [See what is written in the discourse beginning “Sing and rejoice, O
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daughter [of Zion],” regarding “And this is [the meaning of] ‘Havayah is your shade.’”] As it is writ-

ten, “And you shall remember all the commandments of Havayah and do them (osam)”: it is writ-

ten atem (“you”).
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And as in “And David made a name, etc.” [See the Zohar, Part III, Parshas Bechukosai, folio 113,
and Iggeres HaKodesh on this verse; and see what is written in the parsha on the subject of “And

you shall remember, etc.”]
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2. Now, it is written, “You shall be wholehearted (tamim) with Havayah your G-d.” The meaning is:
when Havayah is drawn forth to be “your G-d,” that is, through the mitzvos,
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then you will be whole and complete in all the limbs of the soul [see the Zohar, Parshas Shelach, fo-
lio 166a, 163b, and the Raaya Mehemna, Parshas Pinchas, folio 230, end of side a]; whereas if one
has omitted a single mitzvah or blemished it, he becomes one who lacks a limb.
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For the wholeness of the limbs of the soul depends on the drawing down of the “limbs of the King,”
which are the mitzvos; for they are the very life of the limbs of the soul, and without them [the
limbs] have no existence and no life.
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But if one has already sinned against the soul and blemished some mitzvah, whether he trans-
gressed a prohibition or neglected a positive commandment,
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and he needs to repair the blemish and the lack, what will be their remedy? It is about this that it is
said, “For this commandment,” which refers to teshuvah (return); for just before it, it is written,
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“When you return to Havayah, etc.” For teshuvah is tashuv hei, “the hei returns,” and this hei has
the filling (milui) of a yud. And this is the commandment “which I” (Anochi, “I who am I”) “com-
mand you, etc.”
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(And so Reishis Chochmah writes, in chapter 1 of the Gate of Teshuvah, in the name of the

Ramban, that the verse “For this commandment” refers to the mitzvah of teshuvah.)
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The explanation of this: teshuvah is in the nature of healing, as it is written, “I will heal their way-
wardness” (and see what is written about this in the discourse beginning “Go forth and see,” at the
end of Parshas Bereishis).
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And just as physical medicine for the illnesses of the body is more precious and higher than the

body’s foods, by which a person lives, since it is what sets right all the life-forces, so that they be-

come a life set right, etc.,
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so teshuvah is on a higher level than all the mitzvos, which are drawings-down of the life-force of
the soul from the Name Havayah. And since one has blemished the Name Havayah by omitting a
mitzvah that is bound up with the yud of the Name or with the hei, etc.,
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and teshuvah comes to repair and to draw forth Havayah, therefore teshuvah must reach higher
and higher, to the level of Anochi, which is His very Essence, may He be blessed, to draw forth the
level of Havayah from there, to fill the blemish and the lack.
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As it is written, “From the depths I call You, Havayah”: “the depth of the well.” For just as, by way of
analogy, with a spring whose waters have dwindled, one must dig deep, down to the source from
which the waters flow, to draw from there, so “from the depths” is the level of “the depth of the
well” and “the source of all” (see the Zohar, Part II, Beshalach, folio 63b),
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that is, the level of Anochi: from there, “I call You, Havayah”; that is to say, through this one calls
and draws forth the Name Havayah, so that there be a renewal of the coming-into-being of the life-

force.
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And this is the level of Rosh HaShanah: “This day is the beginning of Your works, a remembrance

of the first day,” for it is the time of the renewal of the general life-force of the whole year, etc.
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Now, the essence of teshuvah is in the heart: “from the depths,” from the depth of the heart, to cry

out to G-d in his distress, as it is written, “Their heart cried out”: “their heart” specifically. And
“cried out” (tza’ak) is a term of gathering,
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as in “And the men of Ephraim were gathered (vayitza’ek)”: that he gathers to Him, may He be
blessed, his heart, his spirit and his soul, from “the inner part of a man and the deep heart.” And
mimaamakim (“from the depths”) is plural, for there is a depth above a depth; and “those who seek

Havayah understand all.”
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For when a person turns to his heart, to its inner part and the innermost of its inner part, the true
point of his heart, the inwardness of the heart grows ever stronger, until “there is no power over

the spirit to restrain [it], etc.”
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And this is the level of weeping, as it is said of the Time to Come, “With weeping they will come”: he
weeps of himself and of his own accord, “going along and lowing.” And this is the level of “the hid-

den recesses of the heart.”
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And this is what is written in the writings of the Arizal: one who does not weep on the Days of Awe,

his soul is not whole. And this is the meaning of tashuv hei with the filling of yud: the hei is the level

of the higher teshuvah (teshuvah ila’ah), which is from the depth of the heart, and the filling of the

yud is the level of “the hidden recesses of the heart,” which are concealed, etc.
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(See Sefer Hadras Melech, section 156, on “the depth of the well” and “the depth of all”; and see the
commentary of the Ramaz on the Zohar, Parshas Emor, folio 93b, regarding “Of You my heart has
said”; and the expression “the hidden recesses of the heart” is in Psalms, chapter 44; and see what

iswritten about this in the discourse beginning “On the eighth day he sent [the people away].”)
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And this is [the meaning of] “I, I (Anochi Anochi), am He who wipes away your transgressions for
My sake”: Anochi twice, corresponding to the two depths of the heart, in which and through which
the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, Itself, as it were, is enclothed in the level of Hu (“He”)
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(see the Pardes, Erchei HaKinuyim, under the entry Hu; and Etz Chaim, Dubrovna printing, Sha’ar
33, end of chapter 2; and the Zohar, Part III, Korach, folio 178b, on the verse “And the Levite, he
(hu), shall perform the service”; Emor, folio 100b; Ha’azinu, folio 290a; Terumah, folio 177b, on
the verse “He (Hu) made us”; and see what is written on the verse “Go forth (Lech lecha)” on the
subject of “He made us”),

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/nitzavim/2/ 10
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to be “He who wipes away your transgressions,” through the drawing down of the Thirteen
Attributes of Mercy, “who bears iniquity and passes over transgression.” And this power that teshu-

vah has is because
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“their beginning is wedged in their end, and their end in their beginning”: through teshuvah,

which is from below upward, “their end is wedged in their beginning,” and through this there is

drawn forth the level of “from above to below,” which is the level of “their beginning is wedged in

their end.”
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(As is written in the Zohar, Part I11, Vayikra, folio 16a, “Who returns, etc.”; and see what is written
above about this in Parshas Pinchas, in the discourse beginning “Command, etc., My offering,

etc.”)
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And therefore it is said of the mitzvah of teshuvah, “which I (Anochi) command you this day”: for
all the mitzvos are “the commandments of Havayah,” whereas teshuvah is above, at the level of
Anochi.
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And the explanation of “this day”: “I (Anochi) command you” (metzavecha) is a term of joining
(tzavta) and binding; and this is in “today, to do them,” for “their beginning is wedged in their end”
specifically, which is the revelation of the level of Anochi in this world, the world of action, and not

“tomorrow, to receive their reward,”
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for the World to Come was created with the yud, and that is the yud of the Name Havayah; and

therefore there, a person has no free choice, etc.
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3. Now, it is written, “It is not hidden (nifleis) from you, etc.,” so that a person should not say,

“Since it is a very high and exalted level, the level of Anochi, ‘Iwho am I,” how will I reach it?”
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Therefore it says, “It is not nifleis”: nifleis is from the expression “when he shall set apart (yafli) to
vow avow, etc.,” which is a term of setting apart and separation. That is to say, this level is not sep-
arated and set apart from you, nor is it divided from you, for you are not in a state of separation

from it; and “nor is it far off” in terms of distance of comprehension.

DY IRTI IORY 0172 ORI 1Y A%Pn M2 RIT 0ORY LRI 000 7ayn RPY RIT 00w RO
TARA

“Itis not in heaven,” and “it is not beyond the sea.” Heaven is the level of a supernal makif (encom-

passing light), as in “the heavens for height,” which is not seen on the earth;
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for the sky-blue color that appears to our eyes is the appearance of the air and not the appearance
of the heavens. (And see what is written in the discourse beginning “On that very day [Avraham]
was circumcised,” on “Who will go up to heaven for us,” whose initial letters [spell] milah and

whose final letters [spell] Havayah; see there.) And “beyond the sea” is also the level of makif,
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for the sea is the sea of Chochmah, and “beyond the sea” is the makif above it. For although in
truth the level of Anochi, etc., mentioned above is in the manner of makif, and the makif of the
makif, etc.,
°2°°112 927’17 10 7271 '|’5N 7P 1579 Sy Ar] 3”AYN °I % 923 DoNWD M7 1R [ 9o oy 1708
SNNY AWK 92T 79100 Y 11557 T°82 NIRTTD 9197 AR RN 12T RIT AT 7Awnn 17°°11
9°82
nevertheless it is not like “heaven” and “beyond the sea,” for even so, “the matter (hadavar) is near
to you, etc.”: the hei of [haldavar is the level of the two heis, thought and speech; it is the word of
G-d, [ofwhich it is said,] “with a single utterance it could have been created.” “In your mouth”: that
is, through the Torah, “My words which I have placed in your mouth,”
b b¥ala} el NP 172 07K IR NOWHT 1190 1TAID e RNP 77290 AW RNpP0 55 %9
(M Dyaw] 8”Y¥AW 771N A .[2no2w nn) 2N rmb’y 11321 12 R RIP 73T R7IP °n22
([mxnn nnan] N”0°°02 X7

for “whoever reads and studies, the Holy One, blessed be He, reads and studies opposite him.”
That is, the drawing down of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, so that it is drawn down
and revealed in the level of “reads and studies”: “reads” is the level of the higher Chochmah
(Chochmah Ila’ah), the Written Torah, and “studies” is the Oral Torah, the level of the lower
Chochmah (Chochmah Tata’ah).

NS0 172 07RM DR NIOWRT PO (QONR SR D Hrawe va7] 2139 INR 199 1772 wrheY)
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(As is explained in the discourse beginning “Therefore say to the children of Israel, etc.,” on “And I
will bring you.”) For all these drawings-down from the Infinite One (Ein Sof), blessed be He, de-

pend on the Torah study of Israel below;

MM9M2 0910 WY [axtey mean] YOI ONAN [heox] AR RW 07 MY TN 772aP0 20 DR IR 0D
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for were it not for this, the Holy One, blessed be He, in Himself, is high and exalted even above the
level of the higher Chochmah, as it is written, “You have made (asisa) them all with Chochmah,”

which is physical making (asiyah), etc., as is known from elsewhere.
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And this is [the meaning of|] “And My words which I have placed in your mouth”: that is to say, the
matter (hadavar) depends on your mouth; if your mouth speaks words of Torah, then I too read and

study, etc.

1OX DO AXY M7 PRRRY M 20K M7 90 MIRNDY PRANKRTY 92392 90 9 19w 9225
15 9a%

“And in your heart”: this drawing-down depends on your heart, that it should desire and long; for

“spirit brings spirit and draws down spirit,” and “if he sets his heart to Him, etc.”

MY O3 292 TN IPY 9D TIWN N2 119 (5730 INK 199 1770 (v mnsw me BUwRIY)
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(As is written there, at the end of the discourse beginning “Therefore say,” mentioned above.) And
this is the level of teshuvah (return), for the essence of teshuvah is in the heart; and through this,

“to do it,” that is, to make the davar spoken of above.

*13°1 927 DR 092°Wnn 0wy O 0w 19 NIRRT T DR 11902 1927 521 9277 797K 219p 09

For “the matter (hadavar) is near to you”: “those who do His word,” so that it be “You have exalted
Havayah, etc.”; for they are the ones who make and draw forth the word of G-d, etc.

(R”Y R”2PT P22°0 91291 10 ywa? awyl PRI 12w Aywa 0770 T wry)

(And see what is written about this at the end of the discourse beginning “When Israel put ‘we will

do’ before ‘we will hear,’ etc.”; and see the Zohar, Parshas Balak, folio 191a.)

X712 WPND DWW 3P MPIPT PwhRnm YPINM 19 7Y MW wRI2 99 N33 7°02 0N

And also “in your mouth” in the manner of the shofar on Rosh HaShanah, through the mouth of

the one who blows and draws forth the sounds, the sound of the shofar, as is explained elsewhere.
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