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“And her father hears her vow.” To understand the matter of the fine points of the Scribes (dikdukei
soferim), as we see that almost the entire Talmud is full of laws and stringencies in which our
Sages, of blessed memory, were stringent and added many fences and safeguards to the Written
Torah.
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The matter is understood from what our Sages, of blessed memory, said on the verse “For Your love

is better than wine”: the Congregation of Israel said, “The words of the Scribes are sweeter to me

than the wine of the Torah.”
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That is, “the wine of the Torah” is the inner dimension (pnimiyus) of the Torah and its secrets, as
our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “Wine enters, the secret comes out.” The words of the Scribes

are sweeter to the Congregation of Israel than the secrets of the Torah,
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because all the fences and stringencies in the words of our Sages, of blessed memory, and the ways
of moral instruction in the Aggados and Pirkei Avos, all of them are drawn from the level of great
love (ahavah rabbah), as it is written, “I have loved you, says Havayah” (and see what is written on
the verse “For Havayah your G-d loved you” in the discourse beginning “|But Havayah your G-d]

would not”),
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as, for example, a person who, because of his love for his son, is more exacting with him, to add
superior guarding over him, with safeguards and fences in every way possible, against his will, so

that he will be wholly clean,
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and likewise he greatly desires that [his son]| find favor and understanding in surpassing measure.

And as, for example, with pearls: the more precious one is, the more one guards it, with a superior

guarding, a vessel within a vessel.
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So too, because of the greatness of His love, may He be blessed, toward us, He is stringent and ex-
acting with us through the fine points of the Scribes, which are themselves the words of His Torah

that are drawn
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from great love, with safeguards and fences, to give us merit, for our good, so that we will be clean

before Him, may He be blessed (see what is written about this on the verse “I am black but comely,”

and see in the Midrash Rabbah at the beginning of Parshas Shemos, on “but he who loves him dis-

ciplines him early”).
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Now, at the time when the Holy Temple stood, Biblical law sufficed, for our spirit was faithful to

G-d, and we were not drawn
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by the cords and ropes of our love toward physical desires; and it was easy for the love of G-d to be
fixed in the heart of every man, to be aflame for the service of G-d and His Torah, even without our

arousing great love from this.
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But generation after generation, as the hearts that are whole in the service of G-d, with fierce love,
with flashes of fire, have dwindled, and we have been scorched by a strange fire, by bodily loves

and desires, and they have overpowered us so greatly that
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we cannot serve G-d with love unless we arouse great love from this, through the fine points of the
Scribes and their stringencies in all their details: both in the category of “turn from evil,” in all the

stringencies in the Gemara and the halachic authorities, and
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in the category of “and do good,” in the words of moral instruction in the Aggados and the sayings
of Avos: “a good eye,” that one should look upon his fellow with a good eye, and “let him not devise

in his heart evil against his fellow,” and likewise “a good heart” and “a good companion,” etc.
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(And see what is written in the discourse beginning “Thus shall you bless the children of Israel,” on
the explanation of “How shall I not lift My countenance to Israel..., and they are exacting with

themselves to [the size of] an olive...”.
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It follows that through the Congregation of Israel being exacting with themselves, being stringent
upon themselves beyond what is written in the Written Torah, from this is drawn the level of “May
Havayah lift up His countenance,” which is the level of great love that is above the chain of de-

scending worlds (hishtalshelus), etc.,
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and this level is drawn “to you” in actuality, so that there is a revelation of this great love in man as
well. And as is also explained in the discourse beginning “I am black but comely,” mentioned
above, that through this the animal soul too will be elevated, etc.; see there. And see what is written
in Parshas Mikeitz, at the end of the discourse beginning “For You are my lamp,” regarding
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“Now, in the earlier generations..., but the later generations...”. And this is [the meaning of] “And
Havayah illumines my darkness...”; and see there, that it is from above the order of the chain of
descending worlds. And this is the matter of “May Havayah lift up His countenance to you,” and
that is through their being exacting with themselves; and as is written in the Raaya Mehemna on
Parshas Pinchas)
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(folio 238b), that it is the level of “He bears him on His pinions,” which is above what is drawn
through the 248 commandments, which are the 248 limbs of the King. And see in the Gemara, in
Megillah (folio 27b and folio 28a), regarding “And by what have you prolonged your days...”; see
there.
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And see what is written elsewhere on the explanation of “Whoever prolongs [the word] Echad, his
days are prolonged...”. And this is [the meaning of| what is written, “And her father hears her

vow...,” “her father has disallowed her”: that the father annuls the vow,
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for it is from the level of great love that he annuls, as the Targum renders it, “nullifies,” all the
bonds and knots with which the Congregation of Israel is bound and tied; and “a prisoner cannot

free himself,” except through the attribute of great love, the level of “her father.”
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(And the matter of the bonds with which she is bound and tied can be explained as the weakness of

the soul’s power, which does not have the strength to go out of its sheath and its prison, etc.,
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the materiality of the body and the animal soul, as is explained elsewhere, in the discourse begin-
ning “In the third month” in Parshas Yisro; and there it was explained that through the Torah
strength and might are drawn to the soul to nullify these knots, etc. And elsewhere it was explained
that these knots are called “adhesions” (sirchos) in the Raaya Mehemna, in which the soul becomes

entangled, and through this it cannot rise, etc.,
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in the discourse beginning “The explanation of the verse ‘Who is a G-d like You.’” And it can be
said that the annulment of vows on Yom Kippur means that through teshuvah there is drawn the
level of annulling and nullifying the knots, and the revelation of the great love in the soul, etc. And
further, it can be said regarding the father’s annulling that it is along the lines of what is said in the

Zohar, Parshas Emor)
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(folio 100b), regarding “at the time that she takes from the house of Abba, and not at the time that
she takes from the house of Imma”; for from the level of Binah and Daas comes the subduing of the

sitra achra (iskafya).
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And this is the matter of “vows are a fence for abstinence.” But for actual darkness to be trans-

formed into light (is’hapcha), it is impossible for this to come from the level of Binah, from which
judgments are aroused,
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but rather from the level of supernal Chochmah, “and wisdom gives life”; and this is the self-nulli-
fication (bittul) that is above comprehension and knowledge, etc., as is explained in the discourse

beginning “See, I set [before you].”
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And this is [why] the father annuls and transforms darkness into light. And from this level there is
also drawn the level of “And if she is to be [married] to a man,” mentioned above; and see in the
Zohar there.
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However, the meaning of “And her father hears her vow” is that through the subduing (iskafya) at

first, which is the matter of vows, there is drawn from this, afterwards, the revelation of the level of

“her father,” so that darkness is transformed into light (is’hapcha).
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And see further on the matter of the level of “her father” in the Pardes, Gate Five, chapter 3. And
this is also [the meaning of] what is written, “And Moshe spoke to the heads of the tribes..., saying:
This is the thing...”:
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that through “saying: This is the thing,” which is from the level of Moshe, through this one is able
to release the vow, etc. Also, “the heads of the tribes” is the level of the heart’s desire (re’usa d’liba),

great love, as is explained above.
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