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“And the border shall descend and shall touch
upon the shoulder of the Sea of Kinneres”

The Jordan, which “takes from this one and gives to that one,” is
a person’s work of raising the fallen sparks by turning the heat of
his natural emotions into fiery love of G-d. Yet even this love
from below succeeds only through light drawn from above, from

the Sea of Kinneres, the sparks’ own root before the shattering.
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THE BIG IDEA

The Jordan, which “takes from this one and gives to that one,” is a person’s work of
raising the fallen sparks by turning the heat of his natural emotions into fiery love
of G-d. Yet even this love from below succeeds only through light drawn from

above, from the Sea of Kinneres, the sparks’ own root before the shattering.

Each section: the Hebrew, then the translation, then a short explanation under a gold rule. Small numbers in the Hebrew are the
notes at the end.

THE MAAMAR IN BRIEF

The maamar reads the eastern border of the Land of Israel, which touches the Sea of Kinneres and de-
scends along the Jordan, as a map of divine service. The Jordan, which the Sages say “takes from this
one and gives to that one,” is the ascent from below: raising the unrefined remnants of the shattered
“kings” of Tohu out of kelipas nogah. These are the seven emotive attributes fallen into the “heat” of
Cham and Canaan, and the work is to make that very heat into “flashes of fire,” the heart’s ardor for
G-d. Such service, an arousal from below at the level of “world” (the six extremities), changes as physi-
cal things change. Above it is “great love,” which comes wholly from above the world, like the Torah
that preceded it by two thousand years; it is the Land of Israel and Chochmah, and Aharon, the Queen’s
groomsman, draws it down. Yet even the lower love cannot come from the world alone, for the nations
also eat and their eating does not become holy. It needs light from above: the border descends from

Kinneres, the supernal sea of Nekudim where the sparks are rooted, into the Jordan.

OUTLINE

1 The Jordan: turning heat into fire 7

The verses of the eastern border. The Jordan “takes from this one and gives to that one”: the ascent from be-
low that raises the unrefined remnants of the kings of Tohu out of kelipas nogah, the seven emotive attributes
fallen into the heat of Cham and Canaan, and makes that heat into “flashes of fire” in the service of G-d.

2 Two kinds of love 12

The Jordan’s love is an arousal from below at the level of “world,” the six extremities, and it changes with eat-
ing, drinking and other bodily matters. “Great love” needs nothing from lower things: it comes from above
the world, like the Torah created two thousand years before it, where there are also “flashes of fire.”

3 The Land of Israel and Aharon 13

The higher love is the Land of Israel, on which “the eyes of Havayah your G-d” rest: Chochmah, the “two
thousand” of “I will teach you wisdom, I will teach you understanding.” It comes only from above, through
Aharon, the Queen’s groomsman, who draws great love down to her.
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4 Kinneres above the Jordan

14

Even the lower love needs an illumination from above, since the nations also eat and their eating is not

turned into holiness. Kinneres, sweet as a harp, is the chasadim from Eden (Chochmah) and stands “before
the eye”; it is the supernal sea of Nekudim, the root of the 288 sparks that fell into the Jordan, and from there

the power to raise them is drawn down.

KEY CONCEPTS

The Jordan (Yarden) 177°

The river that “takes from this one and gives to that one”:
in the maamar, the ascent from below that takes sparks out
of kelipas nogah and gives them to holiness.

The remnants of the kings of Tohu 1717 07597 91w
The fragments of the World of Tohu (Chaos) that fell in the
shattering and have not yet been refined; they lie in keli-
pas nogah and are the material of a person’s service.

Kelipas nogah 311 n19°%p

The husk that is not wholly evil, in which the fallen sparks
are held; what is in it can be raised and turned into
holiness.

Heat (chamimus) nin°nan

The heat suggested by the name Cham, root of the seven
evil emotive attributes of the land of Canaan; the very heat
that is to be made into “flashes of fire” of love for G-d.
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World (olam), the six extremities 1 /071y

The level of the emotive attributes, where the love from be-
low, the arousal from below, takes place.

Great love (ahavah rabbah) 1237 721X

A love that is not taken from lower things but comes wholly
from above the level of “world”; it is the level of the Land
of Israel and Chochmah, drawn down through Aharon.

Groomsman of the Queen XN 117YNT R1P2AWVW

Aharon’s title: the one who draws great love from above
down to the Queen (Matronisa).

Nekudim and the 288 sparks 7°%1%°1 1”57/ 0°71p3
Nekudim (Points), the supernal sea of Kinneres, is the
world whose vessels shattered; the 288 sparks that fell
from it into kelipas nogah are the Jordan, and their root
before the shattering remains above.
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SECTION 1 - 11

The Jordan: turning heat into fire
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“And the border shall descend and shall touch upon the shoulder of the Sea of Kinneres,
eastward,” etc. “And the border shall descend to the Jordan,” etc. Now, the level of the Jordan
(Yarden) is this, as our Sages, of blessed memory, said: that it takes from this one and gives to that
one.
The maamar opens with two verses that trace the eastern border of the Land of Israel: the border reaches the
Sea of Kinneres (the Sea of Galilee) and then runs down along the Jordan. The Alter Rebbe begins with the

Jordan (Yarden), which the Sages describe as a river that “takes from this one and gives to that one,” and he

will read this as a spiritual process of taking from one realm and giving to another.
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That is, it is the matter of ascent from below to above: to raise up, from the shattering, from the
remnants of the kings of Tohu (Chaos) that were not refined, which is the matter of the kelipos
(husks) of nogah, so as to turn them into holiness.
Taking from one side and giving to the other is an ascent from below to above: raising up the fragments left
from the shattering of the vessels in the World of Tohu (Chaos), called “the remnants of the kings,” that have

not yet been sifted and refined. These unrefined fragments are kelipas nogah, the husk that is not wholly evil,
and the task is to turn them into holiness.
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Namely, the seven emotive attributes (middos) that fell into the kelipos of Cham (Ham) and
Canaan, [that is,] heat (chamimus), the root of the seven evil emotive attributes that are in the land
of Canaan; and to make, out of this very heat, “its flashes are flashes of fire,” the ardor of the heart
for the service of G-d.
What fell are the seven emotive attributes, into the husks represented by Cham (Ham) and his son Canaan;
the name Cham suggests chamimus, “heat,” and this heat is the root of the seven evil traits found in the land

of Canaan. The service is to take that very heat, a person’s natural passion, and make it into the “flashes of

fire” of the Song of Songs: the heart’s burning love in serving G-d.
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SECTION 2 - 112

Two kinds of love
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And this is the level of the Jordan, which takes from this one and gives to that one, from below to
above, through an arousal from below, etc. And this is called “world” (olam), which is the six ex-
tremities (vav ketzavos).

This ascent, in which a person takes the energy of the lower world and gives it to holiness, is “the Jordan,”

and it begins with the person himself: an arousal from below. This level is called “world” (olam), which cor-
responds to the six extremities, the six emotive Sefiros from Chesed to Yesod.
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And in this service there must be changes, on account of the changing of the lower things and of
bodily matters, eating and drinking, etc. And there is yet another level of service ([beyond that
which comes] from lower things),

Because this service depends on lower, physical things such as eating and drinking, which themselves

change, the service changes with them and is not constant. The Alter Rebbe now introduces another kind of
service, one that does not draw its fire from lower things.
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higher than this, and it is called great love (ahavah rabbah), in which there is no need for love to be
taken from lower things, “Cham, the father of Canaan,” mentioned above;

This higher service is called “great love” (ahavah rabbah): a love for G-d that does not have to be taken from
lower things, from the heat of “Cham, the father of Canaan,” mentioned above. It does not depend on trans-
forming a person’s natural passions.
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rather, all of it is from above the level of “world” mentioned above. For the Torah was created two
thousand years before the creation of the world, and there, too, it is said, “its flashes are flashes of
fire,” etc.

This love comes entirely from above the level of “world,” that is, from higher than the six emotive attributes.

The Alter Rebbe ties it to the Torah, which was created two thousand years before the world; at that level too
there are “flashes of fire,” but their fire is not drawn from below.
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SECTION 3 - 13

The Land of Israel and Aharon
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And this is the level of the Land of Israel, “the eyes of Havayah your G-d are upon it,” etc.: the level
of Chochmah (wisdom), which is the two thousand (alpayim) years, “I will teach you (a’alefcha) wis-

dom, I will teach you understanding.”

The higher love corresponds to the Land of Israel, of which the Torah says that “the eyes of Havayah your
G-d are upon it”; the eyes, the faculty of sight, stand for Chochmah. Chochmabh is the “two thousand” (alpay-
im) years through a wordplay: the root alef means both “thousand” and “teach,” as in “I will teach you (a’ale-
fcha) wisdom, I will teach you understanding,” so the two “thousands” are Chochmah and Binah.
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And this love is only from above, through Aharon, the groomsman of the Queen (shushvina deMa-
tronisa), who draws great love from above to the Queen mentioned above; and consider this

carefully.

This love comes only from above, and it is drawn down through Aharon, called “the groomsman of the
Queen.” The Queen (Matronisa) is Malchus, the Community of Israel, and Aharon, as her groomsman, draws
the great love down to her from above.

SECTION 4 - 14

Kinneres above the Jordan
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And even the love that is within the world, from below to above, is not taken only from the world;

for the nations, too, eat, etc.,

Even the lower love, which rises from within the world, cannot come from the world alone. The proof is that

the nations, too, eat and drink.
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and it is not turned into holiness. Rather, there must be an illumination from above to below, so
that he will have the ability to raise the emotive attributes (middos) to holiness. And this is [the
meaning of] “And the border shall descend to the Jordan, and shall touch upon the shoulder of the
Sea of Kinneres, eastward,” etc.
Their eating is not turned into holiness, so there must first be an illumination from above that gives a person
the power to raise his emotive attributes to holiness. This is the verse read together: the border comes from

the Sea of Kinneres and descends to the Jordan, that is, a light from above flows down into the Jordan’s work
of refinement.
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Kinneres: sweet like a harp (kinnor). The level of the chasadim (kindnesses) “going forth from
Eden,” [which is] Chochmah (wisdom); this suffices for one who understands. “Mikedem la’ayin”
(“east of Ain”): above the level of “the eyes (einei) of Havayah your G-d,” etc.
The Alter Rebbe reads the place names. Kinneres is linked to the kinnor (harp), being sweet like a harp, and
this sweetness is the chasadim (kindnesses) that “go forth from Eden,” Eden being Chochmah. “Mikedem

la’ayin,” which in the verse means “east of Ain,” is read as “before the eye”: higher even than “the eyes of
Havayah your G-d,” the level of Chochmah identified with the Land of Israel.
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The Sea of Kinneres is the supernal sea (yam ila’ah), the level of Nekudim (Points). And the Jordan
is the level of the 288 sparks in the kelipos (husks) of nogah, which descended in the shattering.

The Sea of Kinneres stands for the “supernal sea,” the World of Nekudim (Points), the world of Tohu whose
vessels shattered. The Jordan, flowing down from it, stands for the 288 sparks of holiness that fell in that
shattering into kelipas nogah.
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But as for their root before the shattering, there is their root. And through this [there is] a drawing
down to the Jordan, so that it will be able to raise up, and to take from this one and give to that one.
This suffices for one who understands, and the discerning will understand.

Yet the sparks’ root, from before the shattering, is up there in the supernal sea of Kinneres. Because the bor-

der runs from Kinneres down into the Jordan, light from that root is drawn into the Jordan, and this is what

makes it possible to raise the sparks: to “take from this one and give to that one.”
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IN ONE'S AVODAH

A person’s own heat, the passion that drives him in bodily matters, is not to be discarded but made into the

“flashes of fire” of the heart’s ardor in serving G-d. Yet this love from below rises and falls with physical

things, and it succeeds only through an illumination from above; beyond it stands the “great love” that

comes wholly from above.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1.
2.

Why does the work of refinement belong to the Jordan, while the Sea of Kinneres is its root?

What does it mean to make “flashes of fire” out of the very heat of Cham and Canaan, rather than simply to
suppress it?

. Why must service that depends on eating and drinking involve changes, and how does “great love” differ

from it?

How does the wordplay of alef and elef (“thousand”) connect the Torah’s two thousand years with
Chochmah and Binah?

. If eating as such does not become holiness, what, according to the last paragraph, makes it possible to

raise the emotive attributes to holiness?
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SOURCES AND REFERENCES

Notes

PARAGRAPH 1
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The verse sets the eastern border of the Land of Israel,
which descends and touches the shoulder of the Sea of
Kinneres on the east. The Alter Rebbe opens the maamar
with it and later reads Kinneres as the supernal root from
which the Jordan’s work draws its power.

Numbers 34:11x7:772 13712
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and the border shall go down from Shepham to Riblah, on

the east side of Ain; and the border shall go down, and shall

strike upon the slope of the sea of Chinnereth eastward;
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)

Kehot’s note points to Numbers 34:11-12 for these words.
Numbers 34:11-1227-8*:77% 712712
07 AN27PY MMM P31 T 1YY DIpn 77307 0DUR P33 11N
N NNt n?rgn 07 PORYIN P T 513;U T :AnTR N3
:2°20 12237 YR 027
and the border shall go down from Shepham to Riblah, on
the east side of Ain; and the border shall go down, and shall
strike upon the slope of the sea of Chinnereth eastward; and
the border shall go down to the Jordan, and the goings out
thereof shall be at the Salt Sea; this shall be your land ac-
cording to the borders thereof round about.’
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « IPS 1917 (Public Domain)

hEapihirath b okl

The next verse continues the border down along the
Jordan to the Dead Sea. The maamar reads the Jordan as
the work of raising the fallen sparks from below to above.
Numbers 34:1227:7"7 72122
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220 12337
and the border shall go down to the Jordan, and the goings
out thereof shall be at the Salt Sea; this shall be your land ac-

cording to the borders thereof round about.’
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)

The verse says that love is fierce as death and that its flash-
es are flashes of fire. The Alter Rebbe applies it to the ar-
dent love of G-d that is made out of the very heat of the
natural emotions.
Song of Songs 8:6":’11 01w W
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Set me as a seal upon thy heart, As a seal upon thine arm;
For love is strong as death, Jealousy is cruel as the grave;
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The flashes thereof are flashes of fire, A very flame of the
L-RD.
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

PARAGRAPH 2

5

1¥13°2R on
The verse calls Ham “the father of Canaan.” The maamar
uses Cham (whose name suggests “heat”) and Canaan as
the source of the heat of the lower emotions, the love that
the higher service does not need.

Genesis 9:22275:’0 N"wWR12
:yana 1’08"!‘?? A% AR MY DR 1¥10 "R O R
And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his fa-

ther, and told his two brethren without.
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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The same “flashes of fire” of the Song of Songs. Here the
Alter Rebbe says the phrase applies also at the level above
the world, where the love is not taken from lower things.

Song of Songs 8:6":’11 01w W
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Set me as a seal upon thy heart, As a seal upon thine arm;

For love is strong as death, Jealousy is cruel as the grave;

The flashes thereof are flashes of fire, A very flame of the

L-RD.

Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)

PARAGRAPH 3

7

T2 PPN T Y
The verse describes the Land of Israel as a land G-d always
looks after: “the eyes of Havayah your G-d are upon it,
from the beginning of the year to the end of the year.” The
Alter Rebbe uses its “eyes” to link the Land of Israel with
Chochmah.
Deuteronomy 11:1227:X” 0°727
7°7°% Havayah °y 7nn ank v17 7°p7% Havayah™ox vx
ST NPIIR TV WD 1w A2
a land which the L-RD thy G-d careth for; the eyes of the
L-RD thy G-d are always upon it, from the beginning of the
year even unto the end of the year. .
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

maom EPRN

Elihu tells Job, “Be still, and I will teach you (a’alefcha)
wisdom.” The Alter Rebbe reads the verb together with
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elef, “thousand,” to tie wisdom to the “two thousand
years.”
Job 33:33275:37% 21K
D IRPRNY YN 2y Anx XON
If not, hearken thou unto me; Hold thy peace, and I will

teach thee wisdom.
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)

PARAGRAPH 4

9

10

"

12

TR 212 T

Quoted again, now joined to the clause about Kinneres.
The border descends from Kinneres to the Jordan, which
the Alter Rebbe reads as light drawn from above into the
work of refinement.
Numbers 34:1227:777 72122
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:2°30 P0P23?
and the border shall go down to the Jordan, and the goings
out thereof shall be at the Salt Sea; this shall be your land ac-
cording to the borders thereof round about.’
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)

AMTP 19319 25 AN5 By I

The border touches the shoulder of the Sea of Kinneres on
the east before it descends to the Jordan. The Alter Rebbe
reads Kinneres as the supernal sea of Nekudim, where the
sparks are rooted.
Numbers 34:11%7:77 72713
"D AN2TPY AMM 2230 TN TY? DTRR 19277 DDwn P T
TR N33
and the border shall go down from Shepham to Riblah, on
the east side of Ain; and the border shall go down, and shall
strike upon the slope of the sea of Chinnereth eastward;
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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“A river goes forth from Eden to water the garden.” The
Alter Rebbe identifies Eden with Chochmah and the flow
that goes forth from it with the chasadim, the sweetness of
Kinneres.
Genesis 2:10:’2 N°wR12
:DPWR YW M) T2 O 130TNK Mpw? 119 K )
And a river went out of Eden to water the garden; and from
thence it was parted, and became four heads.
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

TITEN T Y
The verse of the previous paragraph, whose “eyes” stand
for Chochmah, the level of the Land of Israel. The source
of Kinneres is placed above even that level.
Deuteronomy 11:1227°:X” 0°727
°pP% Havayah °3°y 7°nn AnR ¥17 3°p7% Havayah™wx X
:7IY NN TY) 13ET MUY M2
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a land which the L-RD thy G-d careth for; the eyes of the
L-RD thy G-d are always upon it, from the beginning of the
year even unto the end of the year. .

Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

10



LikuteiTorah.com
THE CHASSIDISHE PARSHA

About this edition

This edition contains the Hebrew text, the English translation, our explanations, and the notes.

The Hebrew text of Likkutei Torah: © Kehot Publication Society, via Sefaria, CC BY-NC 4.0; formatting adapted.
Our English translation, made from the Hebrew without Kehot’s notes: CC BY 4.0.

Our explanations, with the overview, the questions and the page for children: CC BY-NC 4.0.

The notes: Kehot’s marei mekomos (“Sources and References”, including the Rebbe’s notes) © Kehot Publication Society, via
Sefaria, CC BY-NC 4.0; formatting adapted; our notes on them: CC BY-NC 4.0.

Quoted sources, via Sefaria: Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA); The Holy Scriptures: A New Translation (JPS 1917)

(Public Domain).

This edition as awhole: CC BY-NC 4.0. Copy, print and share it freely, crediting Kehot Publication Society and likuteitorah.-

com; it may not be sold. https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/

English translation and explanations: prepared for likuteitorah.com with Al assistance (claude-code/opus-5.5) and checked
against the Hebrew and against Sefaria; not yet reviewed by a human editor. Please check anything important against the
Hebrew.

The Rebbe asked that the maamarim of the week’s parsha, the “Chassidishe Parsha,” be learned during that week, spread over
its seven days (Sichah of Shabbos Parshas Vayakhel 5725 - Toras Menachem vol. 42, pp. 306-309). Why learn it, and the
Rebbe’s brachos: likuteitorah.com/about/the-chassidishe-parsha/

A free, non-commercial project; nothing here is sold. Not affiliated with Kehot, Sefaria or the Lubavitch Library. ©
likuteitorah.com

From likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/masei/6/
DEDICATED IN HONOR OF

5731 IRDTINIY PALY 1D 937 Dpnn 1INAT T129R IR
Dedicated in honor of the Rebbe’s father, Reb Levi Yitzchok

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/masei/6/ 11



