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“These are the journeys of the children of Israel, who went out of the land of Egypt by their hosts,

under the hand of Moshe and Aharon.” We need to understand the wording “These are the

journeys,” which is plural, and [yet] it is written, “who went out of the land of Egypt.”
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But [going out] from the land of Egypt was only the first going-out and journey, when they jour-
neyed from Raamses to Sukkos. We must also understand what “under the hand of Moshe and

Aharon” means; and also, after all, some of the journeys took place after the death of Aharon.
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We must also understand the whole matter of the forty-two journeys, “and they journeyed,” “and
they encamped”; and “It was, when the Ark journeyed, that Moshe said, ‘Arise, Havayah,’ etc., ‘and
let those who hate You flee before You’; and when it rested he would say, ‘Return, Havayah,’” etc.

And the main [aim] of their journeying was to come to the Jordan [at] Jericho.
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Now, the wilderness in which the children of Israel walked is called “the wilderness of the nations,”
and it is written, “who led you through the wilderness,” etc., “snake, fiery serpent and scorpion”
(Deuteronomy 8:15); for all the kelipos (husks) receive their life-force from the wilderness men-
tioned above.
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Now, the Congregation of Israel (Knesses Yisrael) is called by the name Rachel, as it is written,
“Rachel weeps for her children,” and it is written, “like a ewe (rachel) before her shearers, she is
mute”; for of all the animals, none is shorn except the ewes. And also, she lets herself be shorn and
does not kick.
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The explanation is this: it is written, “and His kingship rules over all”; that is, even the external

forces (chitzonim) receive their life-force from the level of Malchus, except that all their life-force

is only from the level of hairs.
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As in the analogy: hairs are the level of the outer dimension (chitzoniyus) and are not of the es-
sence and being, as is plainly seen, for there is no feeling of pain at all from shearing and cutting

the hair; it is only that their nourishment is from the essence.
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So too, all the external forces do not receive their life-force from the inner dimension (pnimiyus)
of the attribute of His Malchus, may He be blessed, but only from the level of hairs; and even this,

only after they are shorn.
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This is [the meaning of] “like a ewe before her shearers, she is mute”: specifically “before her
shearers” is she mute, as it is written, “I was mute with stillness.” That is, the level of the speech in
the Ten Utterances is in a state of silence and stillness, so that [the external forces] do not receive
life-force from the Ten Utterances themselves, but only through garments and hairs that conceal

the level of the speech
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(and see what is written about this in the discourse beginning “And the light of the moon shall be,”
regarding the matter of “Soon may there be heard,” etc., “the voice of the bride,” and in the expla-

nation on the verse “And the number of the children of Israel shall be”).
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Now, all the forty-two journeys were in order that those who hate Him should flee, so that they

would have no nourishment at all, etc.; and this is through the journeying of the children of Israel
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specifically, since they were created in His image and His likeness, as it is written, “Let us make
man in OQur image, after Our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea,” etc.; and it is writ-
ten, “You are adam (man)”: “you are called adam.” Therefore everything depends on the deeds of
the children of Israel.
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Now, the meaning of “Our image” and “Our likeness” is the level of the higher unity (yichuda
ila’ah) and the lower unity (yichuda tata’ah). “Our likeness” is the level of the lower unity, which is
the level of a likeness and an appearance: earth and heaven and all the created beings seem and
appear to us as something existent (yesh), an entity.

WK X9 1o0R X919 19 0919 X123 RO TP R TNRY 2200 2N°Iw XD 217 2R NR2 DaR

But in truth, “I, Havayah, have not changed,” it is written; and “You are He before the world was

created,” etc.; and all before Him is as actually nothing,
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except that the world appears and seems to eyes of flesh as something existent (yesh), an entity by

itself, in the manner of “and upon the likeness of the throne, a likeness like the appearance of a

»

man.
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And “in Our image” is the level of the higher unity (yichuda ila’ah), as it is in truth: “all before Him
is considered as nothing”; and just as He is before the world was created, so too [He is| now, without

any change at all, etc. And see what is written about this on the verse “the heads of the tribes.”
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Now, so it arose in His will, may He be blessed, to create man with the two levels mentioned above,
image and likeness; for “there is no king without a nation,” a nation specifically.
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Therefore it is in man’s power to draw down from the two levels mentioned above, which are the

light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin) and the light that fills all worlds (memalei kol

almin). And therefore there were all the forty-two journeys, which were in order to go out of the lev-

el of Mitzrayim (Egypt), the level of meitzar (constriction) and limitation, and to transform
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from darkness to light all the seven emotive attributes (middos) and their particulars, so that [they]
be “Yours, Havayah, is the greatness,” etc., “Yours” specifically, up to “Yours, Havayah, is the king-
dom?”: that the level of Malchus, which is the word of G-d, be in a revelation of the light of the Ten

Utterances, and not in the state of “mute.”
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Now, because each attribute is comprised of six, therefore the journeys number forty-two, like the

Name “Ana BeKo’ach Gedulas” (“Please, by the power of the greatness”), etc.,
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which has seven verses, with six words in each verse; and this Name is the level of ascent from be-

low upward, as it is written, “and with two he would fly,” etc.
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And all the journeys were through Moshe and Aharon specifically. For Moshe is the level of the

higher unity (yichuda ila’ah); therefore he is called Moshe, from the expression
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“for I drew him out of the water.” For seemingly he should have been called Mashui [“drawn”], in
the past tense; what then is Moshe [“drawing”], in the present tense?
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Rather, it alludes to the higher unity: that a radiance and a flow are constantly drawn forth and
drawn up from the level of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, to become [the light that]
fills all worlds and [the light that] encompasses all worlds, as it is written, “he surely drew [water] for

us.” And this radiance is no
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more than a drop of the waters of the ocean; and therefore all the worlds are nullified and included

in His essence, may He be blessed, and are considered as actually nothing in relation to Him.
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And as in the analogy of the drop, which is round: likewise this radiance surrounds and encom-

passes all worlds from every side, as it is written,
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“Behold, there is a place with Me”: He is the place of the world, etc.; only, to eyes of flesh the world

appears and seems to be something existent (yesh), an entity.
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And this is [the meaning of] “he surely drew [water] for us”: “for us” specifically, etc. And this is the
level of the higher unity (yichuda ila’ah) in the passage “Hear, O Israel,” which also has six words;
for through contemplating the higher unity mentioned above, one will rise and reach the level of

“And you shall love with all your heart”: with both your inclinations,
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that is, to turn all the emotive attributes to G-d alone. “And you shall love Havayah your G-d”:
ahavah (love) is from the expression avah (want), which is the level of the heart’s desire (re’usa
d’liba): that our desire and our will be that Havayah be “your G-d” in a revealed manner, and “be-

sides You I desire nothing,” etc.
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2. Now, within the attribute of love and Chesed (kindness) there is also included the attribute of

Gevurah (restraint) and awe, the fear of sin: that he fears for his soul lest he be separated from His

unity and oneness through any sin or transgression, even a minor prohibition of the words [of the

Sages],
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for “your iniquities separate,” etc. (And see what is written about the matter of the fear of sin at the

end of the discourse beginning “And Moshe spoke to the heads of the tribes,” mentioned above,

and what is written at the end of the discourse beginning “And Korach took,” regarding the

techeiles.)
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And also included in it is the attribute of compassion: through the contemplation mentioned above

he also arouses great compassion for the spark of G-dliness that gives life to his soul, how it has de-

scended lower and lower, “from a lofty roof,” etc.,
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for “Yaakov is the lot of His inheritance,” and “Israel arose in [G-d’s| thought,” and it descended to
be enclothed in a body and a vital soul, to worry and to think about all the affairs of the body, liveli-

hood and desires.
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As is plainly seen: when a person sleeps he has no worry at all, etc., and when he wakes from his

sleep all the worries wake, etc.

nLYIN 7IRT KD 32 NwaASNN AR TAWIT NP0 M0 A%NA 2182 A0 Nvna 9”3 KIM
mAayw ni°naa

This too is the level of “like a ewe before her shearers,” etc.: for the level of the soul [itself] is not

enclothed in the body, but only a small radiance, in the manner of hairs.
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And this is “like a ewe before her shearers”: because it shines in the body, through this the body

thinks and delves into material matters; and this is the level of “her shearers.”
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Therefore the compassion for the spark of G-dliness is very great. And this is why we ask, “In Your

9,

great compassion, have compassion on us”: “in Your compassion” specifically,
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for we have no comprehension or grasp of Him, for “no thought can grasp Him”; therefore we do
not comprehend how great the compassion is.
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But He, blessed be He, who is the knowledge and who is the knower of His own being and essence
and of “the precious splendor (tiferes) of His greatness,” before which all is as nothing: therefore,
“have compassion on us.” And therefore the compassion is drawn from the level of Tiferes above,

etc.
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All this is in the recital of the Shema, when one contemplates the higher unity (yichuda ila’ah) with
his intellect and comprehension. But [during] the whole day after prayer, when he no longer has
this contemplation, and it is impossible to pray all day, as our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “If

only a person would pray all day.”
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Therefore there must be the level of victory (nitzachon), which is the level of the hidden love that is

”

in every Jewish soul from birth; for “Yaakov is the lot of His inheritance,” “Havayah’s portion is

His people.” Because of this they have a great love by their nature, and therefore they are called “a

stiff-necked people.”
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Therefore our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “Three are bold: Israel among the nations,” etc.; for
by their nature they are bold and strong in the attribute of victory, to love G-d with a great love even
without any contemplation. And it is
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like, by way of analogy, a decided halachah: that such is the law, without any reason or argument.
(And this is also the meaning of “If only a person would pray all day.”
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For the level of Netzach (victory) is the resolve that remains from the contemplation during prayer.
And see what is written on the verse “And you shall make a tzitz (headplate),” on the meaning of
“Aharon’s forehead,” etc., that it is the resolve, etc.; and metzach (forehead) and netzach are one

level, as is explained elsewhere on “And also the Eternal One (Netzach) of Israel will not lie,” etc.)
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And this level the Holy One, blessed be He, showed to our father Yaakov: that there would be later
generations who would not have love through contemplation, etc., since their minds are too small
to contain this contemplation expansively, but they would have the attribute of victory, as men-
tioned above. And this is [the meaning of] “And a man wrestled with him,” etc., “at the socket of his
thigh.”
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And acknowledgment (hoda’ah) is the matter of acknowledging the truth, that it is so, even if he
does not comprehend it with his intellect; as we say, “We acknowledge to You that You are Havayah
our G-d,” etc.
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That is to say: although we do not comprehend, etc., nevertheless “we acknowledge to You that You
are Havayah our G-d,” etc. For there is a difference between blessing (berachah) and acknowledg-
ment: the term berachah denotes drawing down from concealment into revelation, from the term

berichah, etc.
D21 179N VAYHIA 11°% 27y M WrnyI) 5715 1T RITY 27 DY OQYVY 7AW 21022 19K ARTIMN
9212 182211 %21 [Pxawe -33] °”12 980N 7°M 7772 92722 °82% 1D ']’? 1713 [0 no9a] 122172 %23 2Py

(12 1777 2323 [orawe oaa)

But acknowledgment is not in the manner of comprehension, reason and knowledge; it is only that
he acknowledges, as mentioned above. (And see what is written about this on the verse “Zion shall
be redeemed with justice,” and in Parshas Eikev regarding Grace after Meals, “We give thanks to
You,” etc., and in Parshas Bamidbar, in the discourse beginning “And the number of the children
of Israel shall be,” regarding “And the children of Israel and the children of Yehudah shall be gath-

ered,” etc.)
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And Yesod (foundation) is the level of bonding: that he binds his mind with strength, firmness and
depth of knowledge; and this level is in every attribute, both in love and in awe, etc. And it is the

level of “for all that is in heaven,” as mentioned above.
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Now, likewise, in the level of awe there must be all the levels mentioned above. That is: also
through contemplating His unity and oneness, as mentioned above, he will accept upon himself
the yoke of the Kingdom of Heaven with love and goodwill, and the yoke will not be a burden upon

him, as it is written, “to love Havayah your G-d, for He is your life.”
DR W’ .90 RIT %D ']'??3 '\”?37 QWD DWW [oonw miaon 2y W7y N'?JP NR9° 12 RIA 'PP'?N

.0oon>

“Your G-d” (Elokecha) is the level of awe, the acceptance of the yoke of the Kingdom of Heaven:
“you shall surely set a king over yourself”; “for He is your life,” as it is written, “The fear of

Havayabh is for life.”
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For all the life-force of the worlds is from the level of Malchus, as it is written, “Your kingship is a
kingship over all worlds”; for “there is no king without a nation.” Therefore they will accept the
yoke of the Kingdom of Heaven with love, as in the words, “And they all accept upon themselves the

yoke of the Kingdom of Heaven, and give with love,” etc. And see Tanna DeBei Eliyahu, chapter 18.
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And this is the level of Chesed within Gevurah. So too, he will not kick against afflictions, for “a
king establishes the land through justice.” And through the contemplation mentioned above, dread

and fear will fall upon him, the level of awe, etc.;
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and also included in it is the attribute of compassion for his own soul, when he sees that he is not
moved by all the contemplation mentioned above, and “there is no fear of G-d before his eyes,”
and he “is likened to the beasts, he is like them.” Therefore he should arouse great compassion for
his soul and ask for compassion in his prayer, that there be a revelation of His G-dliness, may He
be blessed.

039t 1R 1exke] PPIIRY 1N LAN0T N33 K91 NIDANT 2N22 [orew] TP T AR TI02 9 20
0PN 2195 0931310 2°A07 KPR YA 10980 QIR WY PR (10720

And this is [the meaning of] “Blessed are You, Havayah”: that it be in a state of revelation and not in
a state of concealment. And this is what our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “A person should not

make his prayer fixed, but compassion and supplication before the Omnipresent (HaMakom).”
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Makom (Place) is the level of the higher unity (yichuda ila’ah): “He is the place of the world.” [The
meaning is| that he should ask for compassion that this level be revealed, that is, that there be a

revelation of G-dliness, etc.
1725 1% TR 11PNPDEY M1 T PO 197 D10 712AT NTRa 073 209190 MTnm D Do

:271 07 °1 DOAYD TYW NIYON 271 NI°12 1N L7720 ANITARY 1702 Dua) Hha0

So too, all the particulars of the attributes are also included in the attribute of Gevurah, as men-
tioned above. And so too, all seven attributes and their particulars he should turn to G-d alone, to
be included and nullified in His unity and oneness, blessed be He. And this is the level of the forty-

two journeys: six times seven is forty-two.
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3. Now, from above to below they are forty-nine, as in the Counting of the Omer, when we draw
down encompassing lights (makifim) from above to below into all the seven supernal attributes,

“Today is day [so-and-so],” etc.,

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/masei/2/ 12
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all their particulars, that is, also the level of Malchus within each attribute, “Yours, Havayah, is the
kingdom,” the level of yesh (being) and revelation, as it is written, “to cause those who love Me to
inherit yesh (substance).”
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Whereas the journeys, which are from below upward, are only six in each attribute; for there must
be the level of ayin (nothingness) and not the level of yesh, [which is] to feel his own attributes,
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as Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai said, “and I do not know by which [way],” etc.; that is, because he

did not know or feel his own love and awe, etc.
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Now, for the journeys mentioned above there was also need for the level of Aharon. For Aharon
[has] the letters of nir’eh (is seen), which is the level of revelation from concealment; and this is the
level of Aharon, as it is written, “And when Aharon raises up the lamps,” and it does not say, “And

when Aharon kindles the lamps,”
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for the lamps are the souls of Israel, as it is written, “The lamp of Havayah is the soul of man”; and
Aharon is the one who raises the lamps “toward the face of the menorah,” meaning that he raised

them so that there be revealed in them the level of “The lamp of Havayah is the soul of man”
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(and this is the level of “the groomsman of the Queen” (shushvina d’matronisa); therefore all the
journeys are called by the name of Aharon, who is one of the seven shepherds who sustain the souls
of Israel; and also the Kohen Gadol (High Priest) from among his descendants has this quality, etc.,
who is called the groomsman of the Queen. And see what is written in Parshas Miketz, in the dis-
course beginning “The matter of Chanukah,” and in Parshas Beha’alosecha, on the verse “When

you raise up the lamps”).
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Now, all the forty-two journeys are the level of ratzo (running) from below upward. And this is the
matter of the recital of the Shema: in the passage of Shema there are forty-two words, from “And
you shall love” until “and on your gates,” as is explained about this in the discourse beginning
“And behold, a menorah of gold.”
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And afterward, “and they encamped,” the level of shov (returning); and this is the level of the
Shemoneh Esreh after the recital of the Shema, in which we say, “Blessed are You, Havayah.”
Baruch (blessed) is from the term berichah: that it be blessed and drawn down to be in a state of
revelation, the level of “You,” which is direct address. And this is [the meaning of] “And when it

9

rested he would say, ‘Return,’” etc.
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Now, the main point and purpose of their journeying was to go out of the level of Mitzrayim (Egypt),
the level of meitzar (constriction) and limitation; for even the higher Gan Eden is the level of limi-

tation and constriction, the level of comprehension, etc.
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Therefore all the forty-two journeys are all called “who went out of the land of Egypt,” that is, until
their encampment at the Jordan [by] Jericho. Yericho (Jericho) is the level of rei’ach (scent).
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Now, the level of scent is the level of a small radiance from the essence of the thing, as it is written,
“and the scent of your breath like apples”; for the scent is not of the substance of the apple itself.
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Now, it is written, “And he smelled the scent of his garments and blessed him,” “And may G-d give
you of the dew of heaven,” etc. And likewise in the Zohar, Balak (186a), they said, “By the scent of
your garments,” etc.;
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for garments are the level of mitzvos, which are the level of encompassing lights (makifim), which
are the level of will that is above Chochmah and comprehension; and “the Torah comes forth from

Chochmabh,” for in the level of Chochmah there is comprehension.
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Therefore “they enjoy the radiance of the Shechinah,” etc.; but the level of the supernal will, which

is above the level of Chochmah, there is no comprehension in it.
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Therefore our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “One hour of teshuvah and good deeds in this world
is better than all the life of the World to Come”; and “the reward of a mitzvah is the mitzvah,” that

is, the mitzvah itself, which is far above the level of the World to Come.
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Therefore it is written, “And he smelled the scent of his garments,” etc., “And may [G-d] give you”:
for from the level of scent there is drawn the level of blessing, “of the dew of heaven,”
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which is the Written Torah, “and of the fat of the earth,” the Oral Torah, whose source and root is
from the level of “the scent of his garments,” the encompassing [ones], etc., which is above
Chochmah and Binah, which are the Written Torah and the Oral Torah; that is, the level of the su-

pernal will.
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Therefore there is no aspect of comprehension in it, but only as scent; as it is written regarding the
offerings, “a pleasing fragrance (rei’ach nicho’ach) to Havayah.” Nicho’ach is from the expression
nechis darga (descent of a level): from the level of scent it is drawn down to become a new exis-

tence, exceedingly high and exalted.
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And in the time to come this level will be revealed: “And he will smell with the fear of Havayah; not
by what his eyes see will he judge,” etc.: “he smells and judges.” And this is also the level of “the

Jordan [by] Jericho,” etc. This suffices for one who understands.
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