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It I's Stated in Midrash Tehillim
on “One Thing I Have Asked”

Above, awe and love are one, so G-d asks only for the higher awe
and the higher love comes to it of itself; from this David learned
to ask for only “one thing.” Below, where awe and love are nearly
opposites, a person must first soften the heart through humility,

the lower awe, so that the love hidden in every soul can grow.
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THE BIG IDEA

Above, awe and love are one, so G-d asks only for the higher awe and the higher
love comes to it of itself; from this David learned to ask for only “one thing.”
Below, where awe and love are nearly opposites, a person must first soften the
heart through humility, the lower awe, so that the love hidden in every soul can

grow.

Each section: the Hebrew, then the translation, then a short explanation under a gold rule. Small numbers in the Hebrew are the
notes at the end.

THE MAAMAR IN BRIEF

A Midrash relates that G-d asked David why he said “One thing I have asked” and then listed several
requests, and David answered that he learned it from G-d, who asks Israel only “to fear” and then adds
many mitzvos. The Maggid explained that David’s other requests branch out from the one and come
by themselves. The Alter Rebbe asks why, then, David needed G-d’s example, and answers through the
letters of the Name Havayah: awe, love, Torah and mitzvos. The higher a level, the greater its unity.
The higher awe, the purpose of all the mitzvos, stands above the Torah, and when a person reaches it
the higher love, “love in delights,” comes by itself, for above the two never part. Below, in the world of
separation, awe and love are almost opposites, and the beinonim must first reach a lower love, the
soul’s thirst for G-d. This requires “plowing”: softening the heart by mastering worldly desires and
humbling oneself, which is the lower awe. Finally, David’s “house of Havayah” is the letters of the

Torah and its “pleasantness” their light; for great tzaddikim the two are one.

OUTLINE

1 David’s one request 1-2

The Midrash: G-d asks David why “one thing” became several requests, and David answers that he learned
it from G-d’s own “only to fear.” The Maggid explains that the other requests branch out from the one and

come with it.

2 Higher awe and higher love 13

The letters of Havayah correspond to awe, love, Torah and mitzvos. The higher awe, the goal of the mitzvos,
brings the higher love by itself, since above they are one; below they are nearly opposites, and the beinonim

must first reach a lower love, the “service of love” that is like plowing.

3 Plowing the heart 14

The love hidden in every heart is a supernal spark buried in the kelipos. Mastering worldly desires and hum-
bling the heart, the lower awe, softens it so that the love can grow.
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4 The house and its pleasantness

15-6

David’s “house of Havayah” is the letters of the Torah, the vessels, and its “pleasantness” the light within
them; for great tzaddikim such as Rabbi Yehudah son of Rabbi Ilai they are one. The Book of Bamidbar

closes.

KEY CONCEPTS

Higher awe (the awe of exaltedness) nx7>/131°9y 1187
Mnman

Awe before G-d’s exaltedness, reaching to being nullified
in one’s very existence; the goal of all the mitzvos, which
not everyone attains.

Lower awe 11101017 1R9°

The lowliness and humbled heart that come from lowering
oneself; the first step, which precedes love.

Great love, love in delights 0°111yn2 7278 / 727 720X

The higher love, the soul’s consuming yearning for its
root. It cannot be produced by human effort; it comes
from above to one who has reached the higher awe.
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The hidden love nan1007 720K

The love for G-d concealed in every heart, a supernal
spark buried in the kelipos, which grows as the heart is
softened.

Beinonim (intermediate people) 0°111°2
Those who must begin from below: first a lower love, “My
soul thirsts for You,” prepared for by the lower awe.

Letters and lights M=%/ nPnix

The letters of the Torah are its vessels, its “houses,” and its
pleasantness is the light within them; above, and for great
tzaddikim, the two are one.
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SECTION 1 - 1-2

David’s one request
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It is stated in Midrash Tehillim on the verse “One thing I have asked of Havayah,” etc., and it is cit-
ed in the Yalkut: The Holy One, blessed be He, said to David, “At first you say, ‘One thing I have
asked: that I may dwell in the house of Havayah’; and afterwards you ask several requests: ‘and to
behold the pleasantness of Havayah, and to visit in His Sanctuary,’ etc.”

The maamar opens with a Midrash on Psalms 27:4, where David says he asked G-d for “one thing” and then

lists several: to dwell in G-d’s house, to behold His pleasantness, and to visit His Sanctuary. G-d points out
this apparent inconsistency to David.
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And David answered Him: “I learned it from You. At first You came to me with nothing but one
[thing], as it is said, ‘And now, Israel, what does Havayah your G-d ask of you but to fear’; and after-
wards You opened upon us with many mitzvos, as it is said, ‘to walk in all His ways and to cleave to

Him,’ etc.”

David replies that he learned this from G-d Himself: in Deuteronomy 10:12 G-d first asks Israel for one thing
only, “to fear,” and then goes on to many mitzvos. On its face the reply only shows the same pattern in G-d’s
own words without explaining it, and the maamar sets out to explain it.
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And the Rav, the Maggid, of blessed memory, whose soul is in Eden, said that the reason is that in
truth he asked only one thing alone, and the additional things branch out from this

The Maggid of Mezritch, the Alter Rebbe’s teacher, answers that David really asked for only one thing. The

further requests are not additions but branch out from that one thing.
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thing: they must necessarily come to be of themselves when this thing is present, because all is
one; and he did not need to ask for more than one thing, and of themselves the other things come

along with it.

Once that one thing is present, the others must follow of themselves, because at root they are all one. So
David needed to ask for only one thing, and the rest came with it.

SECTION 2 - 13

Higher awe and higher love
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His words require explanation: [if so,] David had no need to learn this from G-d, since in truth he
asked only one request.

The Alter Rebbe questions the Maggid’s answer: if David truly asked for only one thing, he had nothing to

learn from G-d’s example, and his reply “I learned it from You” would be unnecessary.
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But the matter is [this]: it is known that the yud is awe, the hei is love, the vav is Torah, the [final]
hei is the mitzvos; and the higher [a level is]|, the more it is a matter of unity. And the higher awe is

above the Torah, as it is written,

The answer begins from a known teaching that the four letters of the Name Havayah correspond to four
parts of divine service: yud to awe, the first hei to love, vav to Torah, and the final hei to the mitzvos. The
higher a level, the more unified it is, and the higher awe, the yud, stands above even the Torah.
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“And Havayah commanded us to do all these statutes, to fear Havayah our G-d.” Thus all the keep-

ing of the mitzvos is only in order to reach that level of awe, which is the awe of [His]| exaltedness;

The verse says G-d commanded “all these statutes” in order “to fear Havayah our G-d,” so the mitzvos are

the means and this awe is their goal. It is called “the awe of exaltedness,” awe before G-d’s greatness.
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and not every person merits this awe. And the higher love, which is above this awe, is great love
(ahavah rabbah), which does not come from a person’s service and toil, but [is] a bestowal from

above: when a person reaches the higher awe, this surpassing love will come upon him of itself,

Few attain this higher awe. Above it stands the higher love, ahavah rabbah (“great love”), which no human
effort can produce: it is a gift from above that comes by itself to one who has reached the higher awe.
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and it is the soul’s consuming yearning for its root (kelos hanefesh), and it is love in delights
(ahavah betaanugim). And above, the aforementioned awe and love are all one, “two companions

that never part,”

This love is the soul’s yearning to dissolve into its source, called “love in delights” (Song of Songs 7:7). In the
higher realms awe and love are not separate at all but always together, like two companions who never part.
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for the higher [a level is], the more it is in unity; whereas below, which is the world of separation,
awe and love are almost two opposites. [As for] awe, a person must first come to lower himself ex-

ceedingly, to the level of lowliness,

Unity increases the higher one goes; below, in the world of separation, awe and love are almost opposites.

Awe begins with a person making himself utterly lowly.
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and from this he will come to the lower awe. And the love that is above it is joy: “Let Israel rejoice in
its Maker.” And this love is below the higher awe, for through this love one can reach a little of the
higher awe, which is to be nullified in [one’s very] existence, etc.

That lowliness brings the lower awe. Above it is a love expressed as joy, as in “Let Israel rejoice in its Maker”;

this love is still below the higher awe, but through it a person can reach a small measure of that higher awe,
which is bittul, being nullified in one’s very existence.

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/masei/10/ 6
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And this is [the meaning of] “What does Havayah your G-d ask of you but to fear,” [that is,] the
aforementioned higher awe; and of itself he comes to the aforementioned higher love,

This explains the verse “What does Havayah your G-d ask of you but to fear”: G-d asks for the higher awe
alone, and once it is attained the higher love comes by itself. The single request includes the rest.
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for “it is the way of a man to seek out awoman,” since above, all is one, as is explained in Likkutei

Amarim [the Tanya]. (And see what is written about this in the note on Tikkun Chatzos.)

The Talmud says it is the way of a man to seek out a woman; Tanya, chapter 43, applies this to love, called
“man,” which comes of itself to awe, called “woman,” because above they are one. The text also refers the

reader to the note on Tikkun Chatzos, the midnight lament over the destruction of the Temple.
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But the intermediate ones (beinonim) must first reach the love that is below the aforementioned
higher awe, which is “My soul thirsts for You,” etc.

The beinonim (“intermediate” people, in the Tanya’s term), who are not tzaddikim, cannot begin from the

higher awe. They must first reach a lower love, the soul’s thirst for G-d expressed in “My soul thirsts for

£

You.
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And it is to this [love] that the Zohar alludes: “There is no service like the service of love.” For it is
as is said, “to loosen the earth”; that is, the work of the ground is its plowing, so that it softens to
make the seeds within it sprout; whereas if it is hard, it does not make what is sown in it sprout.

The Zohar calls this love the greatest “service,” and the Alter Rebbe reads “service” in its farming sense: the

Talmud describes plowing as “loosening the earth.” Ground that is hard cannot grow what is sown in it, so it
must first be softened by plowing.

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/masei/10/ 7
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SECTION 3 - 14

Plowing the heart
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And so it is with this love that is hidden in the heart of each and every one — “Jacob is the lot of His
inheritance” — a supernal spark; but it is very much enclothed in the depths of the kelipos (husks),
and it must be raised to its root;

The same holds for the love hidden in every Jewish heart, for each soul is “the lot of His inheritance,” a

spark from above. But that love lies wrapped deep within the kelipos, the husks that conceal holiness, and it
must be raised back to its source.
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and one must be soft at first, that is, like plowing, which softens the earth so that it will make the
seeds sprout. That is: to overpower his wants and his longing for the matters of this world, and all
his desires, and to stand guard over his soul so as not to turn his heart to them, and to break his
heart for the sake of his desire to cleave to Havayah Elokim;

As ground must be plowed before seeds can grow, a person must first become “soft.” This means overcom-

ing his wants and cravings for worldly things, guarding himself from turning his heart toward them, and
breaking his heart out of the desire to cleave to G-d.
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and the more he plows his body and is broken in this matter, the more it makes the aforementioned
hidden love sprout. And this service is called the level of the lower awe, which precedes this love;
and it is lowliness and the humbling of his heart, as our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “One may
stand to pray only out of gravity of mind (koved rosh).”

The more a person “plows” his body and breaks its hold in this way, the more the hidden love grows. This

preparatory work is the lower awe that comes before this love: lowliness and a humbled heart, like the gravi-

ty of mind the Sages require before prayer.

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/masei/10/ 8
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SECTION 4 - 115-6

The house and its pleasantness
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And from the verse “And now, Israel,” King David, peace be upon him, learned [this] in his re-
quest, in which he asked only one thing, “that I may dwell in the house of Havayah.” That is: the

letters of the Torah are called “houses,” as is known, and they are the vessels;

Returning to the Midrash: from the verse “And now, Israel,” David learned to ask for one thing only, “that I
may dwell in the house of Havayah.” The “houses” are the letters of the Torah, which serve as vessels.
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and “to behold the pleasantness of Havayah” is sweetening — see what is written in the Biur on the
verse “I have come into My garden” — and they are the lights within the vessels. And above, they

are all one unity, whereas below they are separate: there is one who studies [only] the letters, etc.

“Beholding the pleasantness of Havayah” is the sweetness of the Torah, the light within those letter-vessels;
on “sweetening” the text refers to the explanation (Biur) of “I have come into My garden.” Above, letters and
light are one, but below they can be separated, so that a person may study the letters of the Torah without its
inner light.
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And so we find with Rabbi Yehudah son of Rabbi Ilai, that his face was radiant out of the gladness of
his heart, from the abundance of joy and light in the Oral Torah; because they were extraordinary
tzaddikim, and for them the inner [dimension] and the letters were all one, etc. And this suffices for

one who understands.
Rabbi Yehudah son of Rabbi Ilai shows the higher state: his face shone with gladness from the joy and light
of the Oral Torah. For such extraordinary tzaddikim the inner light and the letters were one, so the letters
brought their light with them.
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The Book of Bamidbar is concluded.

A closing line: with this maamar, Likkutei Torah’s discourses on the Book of Bamidbar come to an end.
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IN ONE'S AVODAH

Before hoping for the exalted love of G-d, soften the heart: overcome the pull of worldly wants and desires,

refuse to turn the heart toward them, and come to prayer with lowliness and gravity of mind. The more a

person “plows” himself this way, the more the love hidden in his soul grows; and whoever attains the higher

awe will find the higher love coming to him of itself.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1.

If David truly asked for only one thing, why did he need to learn it from G-d’s words to Israel?

. Why are awe and love one above but almost opposites in the world of separation?
. Why can the higher love not be produced by effort, while the lower love must be cultivated?

2
3
4.
5

How does the image of plowing explain the place of humility in revealing the hidden love?

. What does it mean that for great tzaddikim the letters of the Torah and its inner light are one?

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/masei/10/ 10
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Notes

PARAGRAPH 1
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The note points to several glosses in Or HaTorah on Masei
(p. 1416) and to two places in Or HaTorah on Eikev, the
parsha of the verse “And now, Israel,” as parallel

discussions.

KEHOT'S NOTE
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VPRI RN
Kehot’s marei makom for these words (its note is below).
KEHOT'S NOTE
Awn ma aray

NPRY NNX
David says, “One thing I have asked of Havayah, that I will
seek: that I may dwell in the house of Havayah all the days
of my life, to behold the pleasantness of Havayah and to
visit in His Sanctuary.” The Midrash asks why “one thing”
is followed by several requests.
Psalms 27:4'7:1"3 0°%°1n
it >0 b3 *1TIPR3 AW WpaR AN MTNKR RPKY NX
:199°712 P27y oy
One thing have I asked of the L-RD, that will I seek after:
That I may dwell in the house of the L-RD all the days of my
life, To behold the graciousness of the L-RD, and to visit ear-
ly in His temple.

Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
KEHOT’'S NOTE

.7,100°%0n

Midrash Tehillim records G-d’s question to David and
David’s reply: at first G-d came with only one demand, “to
fear,” and afterwards opened with many mitzvos, and “it is
enough for the servant to be like his master.” This ex-
change is the starting point of the maamar.
Midrash Tehillim 27:5'71:1*2 0°%°110 w112
AAR MR ANR 79002 773p0 19 R LSNPRY AR AR 727
935712 9PaY 1 YA NN NARRY DA 0 N°a3 naw CnoRw
NR3 XD 77102 9297 MW 7290 RT° KD 09 P 1137 1InY InR
SR PR 0 R DXAwS ANy (20 ° 0°727) NRIY DR DY
NI¥N2 DY NAND 0 NRY LPPOR DR ARTPY OX %D ayn
T2Y% 17 77 AR AR 2R 19377 $22 noYY (Dw) 9nRIw 130
1279 RW
OYW (Public Domain)
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A talk of the Rebbe that the note cites on G-d’s words to
David, “At first you say ... and to visit in His Sanctuary.”
KEHOT'S NOTE
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Kehot’s marei makom for these words (its note is below).
KEHOT’'S NOTE
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Moses tells Israel that G-d asks of them only to fear Him,
and the same verse continues “to walk in all His ways,” to
love Him and to serve Him. David cites it as the precedent
for asking “one thing” and then several.

Deuteronomy 10:1227°: 0°127
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ElEH
And now, Israel, what doth the L-RD thy G-d require of thee,
but to fear the L-RD thy G-d, to walk in all His ways, and to
love Him, and to serve the L-RD thy G-d with all thy heart
and with all thy soul;

Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
KEHOT'S NOTE
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Kehot’s marei makom for these words (its note is below).
KEHOT'S NOTE
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The Rebbe’s maamar asks that, on its face, David’s reply “I
learned it from You” does not answer why he said “one
thing I have asked”; it only shows that the same question
applies to the Holy One, who first asks “only to fear” and
afterwards opens with many mitzvos.
KEHOT'S NOTE
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10 | The Yalkut Shimoni on Psalms (remez 706) quotes the
same exchange; in its version David answers, “At first You
said, ‘And now, Israel ...””.

Yalkut Shimoni on Nach 706:4°7:1°wn "1 9y "1ynw vip°

PARAGRAPH 2
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The note says the Maggid’s explanation is quoted there as
well, in Or HaTorah on Eikev, the parsha of the verse “And
now, Israel.”
KEHOT'S NOTE
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PARAGRAPH 3

12 il miied
Kehot’s marei makom for these words (its note is below).

KEHOT'S NOTE
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Moses says G-d commanded all the statutes “to fear
Havayah our G-d.” The Alter Rebbe reads it to mean that
keeping the mitzvos is a means to the higher awe.
Deuteronomy 6:24772:1 0°127
117 2907 1RPPR NTNR I8T? PRI 0°pOaTRITNN Niwy? N s
:M7 0in unenY D’?_JZU"?;
And the L-RD commanded us to do all these statutes, to fear
the L-RD our G-d, for our good always, that He might pre-
serve us alive, as it is at this day.
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
KEHOT'S NOTE
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14 DS °7 A9I0 % 7AAR 7 AR

The Zohar in Parshas Nasso explains that the yud of the
Name brings awe into a person’s heart, to keep him from
transgressing the prohibitions; the hei brings love, to fulfil
the positive commandments; and the vav brings words of
Torah study. The Alter Rebbe cites this correspondence as
“known.”

Zohar, Nasso 4:30-3817-"2:7 Rw1 7717 7190

15 DMISR°7 7910 % 72AR 7 AR

The Raaya Mehemna there says that the yud and hei of the
Name are called awe and love, and that from them the
Torah and the mitzvah are given.

Zohar, Nasso 4:49-59071-1"1:"7 X1 ,7711 190
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Or HaTorah explains that the higher awe is the vessel that
receives supernal Chochmah and, as the Pardes says, is

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/masei/10/
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Binah.

KEHOT'S NOTE
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“How beautiful and how pleasant you are, love in
delights.” The phrase names the highest love, which the
Alter Rebbe identifies with ahavah rabbah.

Song of Songs 7:7°1:t 0> Wi 1w

:D°XYN2 NATR NRYITITI NN
How fair and how pleasant art thou, O love, for delights! .
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

18 1WIDNN RDT 19997 190 T RDID
The Rebbe Rashab explains these words to mean that
where the higher awe is present, the love in delights
comes of itself, following the higher awe, with no need for
labor and toil, as the Iggeres HaKodesh writes.

KEHOT'S NOTE
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“Let Israel rejoice in its Maker.” The Alter Rebbe cites it for
the love that takes the form of joy, which stands above the
lower awe.

Psalms 149:2°2:v"np 0°2°1n

02702 Y273 1812 PV X1 My
Let Israel rejoice in his Maker; Let the children of Zion be
joyful in their King.

Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
KEHOT’'S NOTE
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The verse asks of Israel only “to fear”; the Alter Rebbe
reads this as the higher awe, which brings the higher love
with it.
Deuteronomy 10:1227°:> 0°727
2231 72377222 WRPR NTNK TAY21 IR MK 1ITT093 noYY
YR
And now, Israel, what doth the L-RD thy G-d require of thee,
but to fear the L-RD thy G-d, to walk in all His ways, and to
love Him, and to serve the L-RD thy G-d with all thy heart

and with all thy soul;
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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Rabbi Shimon explains that the Torah says “when a man
takes a woman” because it is the way of a man to go in
search of a woman (the Talmud spells it 7t1%). The Alter
Rebbe applies it to love, which comes to awe.

Kiddushin 2b:13-147>-3":2 "2 11 7°p

nRPA %37 2ND KPR WOR NR2 037 17IR ANK 0 1N ...

P¥ AT PR YR Y MO UK DY 130T "1em - UK MUK

20 5y 10 o1 - 177K 37 TTIRY DIN? DUn (WK Py WO? nwR

NY PRTI2 07T YAV INT KM ANTAR 2Y MR ATIX P2

RTR? XPDWT RITTT T2 YWD K X7 OO P07 Y 70
APTIT? NK? RPN RAYMRT RIIT 72T 7INK?

William Davidson, Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC)
KEHOT’'S NOTE
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Chapter 43 explains that ahavah rabbah, the love in de-
lights, comes from above as a gift to one who is complete
in awe, citing “it is the way of a man to seek out awoman”:
love is called “man,” and the awe of G-d “woman.”
Without awe first this love cannot be reached, for it be-
longs to Atzilus, where there is no separation.
KEHOT'S NOTE
A P
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The maamar itself sends the reader to “the note on Tikkun
Chatzos” for more on this subject; the Kehot note locates
that note in the Siddur with Chassidic discourses, folio
152a.
KEHOT'S NOTE
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W1 P NN
“My soul thirsts for You, my flesh longs for You.” The Alter
Rebbe uses it for the lower love, the soul’s thirst for G-d,
which the beinonim must reach first.
Psalms 63:2°2:3°0 0°7°1n
MXTPIND MW 77 ARD CURI T7 NRRE TINYK AN VX DROY
o™
O G-d, Thou art my G-d, earnestly will I seek Thee; My soul
thirsteth for Thee, my flesh longeth for Thee, In a dry and
weary land, where no water is.

Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
KEHOT’'S NOTE
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On “You shall love Havayah your G-d,” the Zohar says that
a person should serve G-d with love, for there is no service

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/masei/10/
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like the love of the Holy One, blessed be He. The Alter
Rebbe applies it to the love the beinonim must reach.

Zohar III, 267ax ,107 2’m
KEHOT'S NOTE
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In the Talmud’s discussion of plowing, Rabbah says that
the way of one who plows is “to loosen the earth.” The
Alter Rebbe uses it to show that the “service” of the
ground is softening it.
Moed Katan 2b:4°7:2°2 1vp 7911
LRYIX 71577 — wWIIn PY 1377 MR :R12000 777 2Ni1 L1327 0N
1277 17 :X7209% °7°7 °NT12 791 27 WY KPR DI N1 KT
.RT’2 NRER ORI KD KT CNing? — yIit Y

William Davidson, Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC)
KEHOT’'S NOTE
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“For Havayah’s portion is His people; Jacob is the lot of
His inheritance.” The Alter Rebbe cites it to show that the
love hidden in every heart comes from a supernal spark.

Deuteronomy 32:9'0:3°% 0°727

:in?m3 221 3Py iy Havayah pion »2
For the portion of the L-RD is His people, Jacob the lot of
His inheritance.

Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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The Mishnah teaches that one may stand to pray only with
gravity of mind. The Alter Rebbe identifies this with the
lowliness and humbled heart of the lower awe, which
comes before love.

Mishnah Berakhot 5:1°X:’11 11272 mwn
P DONWRIT DOTP0N0 LWKT T2 T7iAR KPR YHEnnY PRy PR
79 190K .0ipn? 027 N 1Y >19 ,0°9ENm) NAR AYY 0OmiY
17007 X7 ,32p¥ ¥ 7172 W1 190K 13200 KD iniowa DRI
One should not stand up to say Tefillah except in a reverent
state of mind. The pious men of old used to wait an hour be-
fore praying in order that they might direct their thoughts to
G-d. Even if a king greets him [while praying] he should not
answer him: even if a snake is wound round his heel he

should not stop.

Torat Emet 357 (Public Domain) « Mishnah Yomit by Dr. Joshua Kulp (CC-
BY)
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The verse in which G-d asks Israel only “to fear”; from it,
the Alter Rebbe says, David learned to ask for just one
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thing.
Deuteronomy 10:1227°:> 0°7127
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ElEH

And now, Israel, what doth the L-RD thy G-d require of thee,

but to fear the L-RD thy G-d, to walk in all His ways, and to

love Him, and to serve the L-RD thy G-d with all thy heart

and with all thy soul;

Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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David’s “one thing” is “that I may dwell in the house of
Havayah”; the same verse continues “to behold the pleas-
antness of Havayah.” The Alter Rebbe reads the “house”
as the letters of the Torah and the “pleasantness” as the
light within them.

Psalms 27:4'7:12 0°2°1n
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One thing have I asked of the L-RD, that will I seek after:

That I may dwell in the house of the L-RD all the days of my

life, To behold the graciousness of the L-RD, and to visit ear-

ly in His temple.

Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)

137 N3

“I have come into My garden, My sister, My bride.” The
text refers to the explanation (Biur) on this verse for the
idea of “sweetening.”

Song of Songs 5:1’X:"1 0°°wi1 °W
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07717 19 1N 073 129K 200Dy P TNy

I am come into my garden, my sister, my bride; I have gath-

ered my myrrh with my spice; I have eaten my honeycomb

with my honey; I have drunk my wine with my milk. Eat, O

friends; Drink, yea, drink abundantly, O beloved.
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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In Torah Ohr, Parshas Shemos (53b), on the verse “Where
is the scribe? Where is the weigher?” (Isaiah 33:18), the
Alter Rebbe explains that “Ayeh” (“Where?”) is the great
circle, the level of sovev, which itself measures out all the
levels; contemplating this, he says there, brings a person
tovery great awe.
KEHOT'S NOTE
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