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It is stated in Midrash Tehillim on the verse “One thing I have asked of Havayah,” etc., and it is cit-
ed in the Yalkut: The Holy One, blessed be He, said to David, “At first you say, ‘One thing I have
asked: that I may dwell in the house of Havayah’; and afterwards you ask several requests: ‘and to

behold the pleasantness of Havayah, and to visit in His Sanctuary,’ etc.”
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And David answered Him: “I learned it from You. At first You came to me with nothing but one
[thing], as it is said, ‘And now, Israel, what does Havayah your G-d ask of you but to fear’; and after-
wards You opened upon us with many mitzvos, as it is said, ‘to walk in all His ways and to cleave to

Him,’ etc.”
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And the Rav, the Maggid, of blessed memory, whose soul is in Eden, said that the reason is that in
truth he asked only one thing alone, and the additional things branch out from this
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thing: they must necessarily come to be of themselves when this thing is present, because all is
one; and he did not need to ask for more than one thing, and of themselves the other things come

along with it.
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His words require explanation: [if so,] David had no need to learn this from G-d, since in truth he

asked only one request.
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But the matter is [this]: it is known that the yud is awe, the hei is love, the vav is Torah, the [final]
hei is the mitzvos; and the higher [a level is], the more it is a matter of unity. And the higher awe is

above the Torah, as it is written,

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/masei/10/ 2



LIKKUTEI TORAH - PARSHAS MASEI - MAAMAR 10 = NRA nn‘?Nw nox D”y D’T')Tm WA RNOX...

YOAIT? D7 DR MIBAT NP D 7T ,19P9R I DR IRTD ORI Q0PN PO AR My o g

MINNIT AR RIT RO IR0 NIATRR

“And Havayah commanded us to do all these statutes, to fear Havayah our G-d.” Thus all the keep-
ing of the mitzvos is only in order to reach that level of awe, which is the awe of [His] exaltedness;
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and not every person merits this awe. And the higher love, which is above this awe, is great love
(ahavah rabbah), which does not come from a person’s service and toil, but [is] a bestowal from
above: when a person reaches the higher awe, this surpassing love will come upon him of itself,
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and it is the soul’s consuming yearning for its root (kelos hanefesh), and it is love in delights

(ahavah betaanugim). And above, the aforementioned awe and love are all one, “two companions

that never part,”
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for the higher [a level is], the more it is in unity; whereas below, which is the world of separation,

awe and love are almost two opposites. [As for] awe, a person must first come to lower himself ex-

ceedingly, to the level of lowliness,
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and from this he will come to the lower awe. And the love that is above it is joy: “Let Israel rejoice in
its Maker.” And this love is below the higher awe, for through this love one can reach a little of the

higher awe, which is to be nullified in [one’s very] existence, etc.
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And this is [the meaning of] “What does Havayah your G-d ask of you but to fear,” [that is,] the
aforementioned higher awe; and of itself he comes to the aforementioned higher love,
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for “it is the way of a man to seek out a woman,” since above, all is one, as is explained in Likkutei
Amarim [the Tanya]. (And see what is written about this in the note on Tikkun Chatzos.)
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But the intermediate ones (beinonim) must first reach the love that is below the aforementioned
higher awe, which is “My soul thirsts for You,” etc.
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And it is to this [love] that the Zohar alludes: “There is no service like the service of love.” For it is
as is said, “to loosen the earth”; that is, the work of the ground is its plowing, so that it softens to

make the seeds within it sprout; whereas if it is hard, it does not make what is sown in it sprout.
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And so it is with this love that is hidden in the heart of each and every one — “Jacob is the lot of His

inheritance” — a supernal spark; but it is very much enclothed in the depths of the kelipos (husks),

and it must be raised to its root;
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and one must be soft at first, that is, like plowing, which softens the earth so that it will make the
seeds sprout. That is: to overpower his wants and his longing for the matters of this world, and all
his desires, and to stand guard over his soul so as not to turn his heart to them, and to break his
heart for the sake of his desire to cleave to Havayah Elokim;
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and the more he plows his body and is broken in this matter, the more it makes the aforementioned
hidden love sprout. And this service is called the level of the lower awe, which precedes this love;
and it is lowliness and the humbling of his heart, as our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “One may

stand to pray only out of gravity of mind (koved rosh).”

D1 N°22 °N2W AR 937 P71 WP MNP (mvwn voyl 7Y 790N TIT TP DRAWS TNy pon i 5
0°%377 O Y7115 8°N2 0°RPI O 717107 NPNIR

And from the verse “And now, Israel,” King David, peace be upon him, learned [this] in his re-
quest, in which he asked only one thing, “that I may dwell in the house of Havayah.” That is: the

letters of the Torah are called “houses,” as is known, and they are the vessels;
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and “to behold the pleasantness of Havayah” is sweetening — see what is written in the Biur on the
verse “I have come into My garden” — and they are the lights within the vessels. And above, they

are all one unity, whereas below they are separate: there is one who studies [only] the letters, etc.
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And so we find with Rabbi Yehudah son of Rabbi Ilai, that his face was radiant out of the gladness of
his heart, from the abundance of joy and light in the Oral Torah; because they were extraordinary
tzaddikim, and for them the inner [dimension] and the letters were all one, etc. And this suffices for

one who understands.
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The Book of Bamidbar is concluded.
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