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“These are the journeys of the children of Israel who went out of the land of Egypt by the hand of

Moshe and Aharon.” It is written, “You led Your people like a flock by the hand of Moshe and

Aharon.”
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Now, this is a great principle in the service of G-d, blessed be He: as for anyone who comes to
cleave to Him, blessed be He, it is written, “Who shall ascend the mountain of Havayah, and who
shall stand,” etc.:
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“Clean of hands and pure of heart,” that his heart be pure and entirely clear, without any dross;
“who has not lifted up My soul in vain”: “his soul” is written, “My soul” is read, as it is written, “To
You, Havayah,
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I lift up my soul,” [and] “upon every [gathering of] ten the Shechinah (Divine Presence) rests.”
That is to say, his self-elevation and his loftiness in the ways of G-d should not be in vain and for
falsehood, G-d forbid.
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Certainly a level like this is “deep, deep; who can find it?” The counsel offered for this is through
the level of Moshe and Aharon. For the saying of our Sages, of blessed memory, is known: “If there

is no fear, there is no wisdom,
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and if there is no wisdom, there is no fear.” Seemingly, it is impossible to begin with either this or
that, since the one is impossible without the other; so how is one to begin?
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But our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “Anyone whose fear of sin precedes his wisdom, his wis-
dom endures.” The explanation is that there are two kinds of evil.
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The first is actual evil, in what is forbidden: even if it is a light prohibition from the words of the
Scribes, it is complete evil. And for this, one’s fear of sin must precede his wisdom,
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for “[You are| too pure of eyes to look upon evil,” and the evil thing is called “an abomination to
Havayah”; and no wisdom at all is needed for this, to turn away from the snares of the evil men-

tioned above.
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The second kind is in what is permitted, for even concerning what is permitted our Sages, of

blessed memory, said, “Sanctify yourself in what is permitted to you,” so that one not be a

scoundrel with the permission
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of the Torah, as the Ramban writes at the beginning of Parshas Kedoshim. To be free of this evil,
one must put his wisdom first, and this is through the level of Moshe and Aharon: Moshe is the

King’s groomsman, Aharon is the Queen’s groomsman. The meaning of “the King’s groomsman”
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is that he brings the King to unite with this world, so that the level of the light that encompasses all

worlds (sovev kol almin) will dwell among the lower realms, as our Sages, of blessed memory, said:

the Holy One, blessed be He, desires to have a dwelling place among the lower realms.
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And this is through Torah and mitzvos, which are the drawing down of His G-dliness, blessed be
He. For the whole Torah is the Names of the Holy One, blessed be He, and the level of a name is in

letters, and it is something that cannot be grasped at all by our intellect,
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for it is high, exceedingly high above our intellect, even the level of what is called, in relation to
Him, blessed be He, merely the level of a name. And so too through the mitzvos, which are called
“the limbs of the King.”
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The mitzvos are likened to limbs because, just as in every limb there is the life-force of the soul, so
too in every mitzvah there is a G-dly life-force. And when a person
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performs the mitzvah, for example when he wraps himself in a tallis with tzitzis in the morning, he
draws upon himself the level of the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin), so that it

hovers over him. And likewise with tefillin: it is the drawing down of oneness.
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And through this the evil separates from him of itself, as it is written, “As wax melts before fire, [so]
the wicked perish before G-d,” and it is written, “And Mount Sinai was all in smoke, because

Havayah descended upon it in fire”; for they are “thorns cut down, set ablaze in fire.”
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This is through the level of Moshe, the level of Daas (knowledge): that one knows that He is One,

and contemplates what our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “A person does not commit a trans-

gression unless a spirit of folly has entered him.” And as is explained
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elsewhere, even the lowest of the low does not want to cast off the yoke, and gives up his life for the
sanctification of G-d’s Name, blessed be He. And no other contemplation is needed, only that he
know that “Havayah’s portion is His people.”
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And by thinking or speaking about bodily matters he separates himself from the One; certainly he
will not want this, just as it is naturally impossible to take a son away from his father.
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This is [the meaning of] “How beautiful is our inheritance!” And it is written, “Even darkness does
not darken from You”: darkness is called fire, for even fire does not separate. And this is the mean-
ing of “Sanctify yourself in what is permitted to you”: even though
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it is permitted, it is only [permitted] “to you,” on account of your body; but on account of what

dwells within you, which is His G-dliness, blessed be He, this permission is of no avail.
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And this is [the meaning of] “You shall be holy, for I, Havayah, am holy”; and this is “for the sake of
the unification of the Holy One, blessed be He, and His Shechinah (Divine Presence).” And the level
of Aharon, the Queen’s groomsman, is that he brings and engenders a longing for G-d, blessed be
He,
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which is an arousal of longing from below upward, and this comes through prayer, as it is written,
“My soul thirsts for You”: contemplation during the Pesukei deZimrah before the Shema, and af-
terward, when one reaches “And you shall love” in the Shema.
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For the soul of every person yearns, except that the love is in exile and hidden, as in “They were ex-
iled to Edom: the Shechinah is with them.” That is, even though he does the deeds of Edom, never-
theless the Shechinah is with them. And the person’s heart will be set aflame to be nullified before
Him, blessed be He.
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As, for example, we see that a physical thing, a person’s deed, is nullified before spirituality, such
as thought. And this is [the meaning of] “The feet of the Chayos are equal to them all”: that is, a
level
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that is the lowest in the level of life-force (chayus), which is spirituality, is equal to them all, for a
physical thing bears no comparison to spirituality.
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For even among physical things it has been said that the earth is like a mustard seed compared
with the world of the [celestial] spheres, which are also physical; all the more so compared with

something spiritual.
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So too every spiritual thing [is nullified] before the spirituality that is higher and above it, as it is
said, “The shins of the Chayos are equal to them all; the ankles of the Chayos are equal to them all.”
And “before Him all is considered as nothing”: everything is as nothing and naught, and nullified
before Him, blessed be He.
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This is the meaning of “All shall exalt You, Selah”: they shall exalt You forever, for however much

they exalt You, it is nothing, since there is still more to exalt.
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And this “more” has no limit, for He is far, far above all that we can exalt. Yet His exaltedness is not
a distancing from us, G-d forbid;
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on the contrary, through this there is closeness to us, since everything is nullified before Him,
blessed be He, and “before Him |[all] is considered as nothing”; if so, there is no separation. And

this is the level of Aharon: to cleave to Him, and to be one with the One.
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However, it is written, “This is Aharon and Moshe,” [and] “This is Moshe and Aharon”: for some-
times one must put Torah and mitzvos first, so that he will pray after
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that with love; and sometimes the beginning is from the arousal of love in prayer, and afterward
one can study and do, along the lines that have been explained. (And see [Midrash] Rabbah on
Bereishis, end of chapter 1, [and on] Bechukosai, chapter 36, on the matter of “This is Moshe and

Aharon,” etc.)
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