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“And the Levite, he (hu), shall serve.” The meaning [is], as is written in the Zohar, that all the ser-

vice of the Levites is to draw down from the level of “He” (Hu), which is Binah (understanding), the

hidden world (alma de’iskasya), onto the revealed world (alma de’isgalya).
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And the matter [is this]. Now, we need to understand the difference between the intellect (mochin)
of Abba and the mochin of Imma (and see what is written in the discourse beginning “This
matzah,” etc.). That is: the mochin of Abba is the level of grasping self-nullification (bittul), in the
level of Chochmah (wisdom),
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which is the level of koach mah (the power of “what”), “and what are we”; which is of the quality of
coolness, which is the level of the higher awe (yirah ila’ah), the awe of shame (yiras boshes).
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It is the level of “And Chochmah is found from ayin (nothingness)”: the utmost self-nullification.
And the level of the mochin of Imma, the level of Binah, is called “to cause those who love Me to in-
herit yesh (substance)”; that is, when a radiance of His greatness, may He be blessed, comes within

the scope of actual understanding and comprehension.
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And through this comprehension there is born and drawn from it the attribute of intense love, with
the might of fiery flames, toward Him, may He be blessed. Now, in prayer there must be both lev-
els, namely the mochin of Abba and Imma (see what is written in the discourse beginning “See, I

set [before you],” on the matter of the level of yud-hei in the soul).
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That is: the level of the mochin of Imma is the level of ratzo (running), to be subsumed above,

through an intense love like a flame, born from contemplation of His greatness, may He be

blessed, which is the level of the mochin of Imma.
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“For you shall call Binah ‘mother’” (ki em labinah tikra): so that from this there will be the level of

ratzo, as mentioned above. And the level of the mochin of Abba comes afterward: the level of shov

(returning), as in the saying, “And if your heart runs, return to the One.”
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This is the level of the higher awe, the awe of shame, which is the level of the mochin of Abba: that
he accepts upon himself the yoke of the Kingdom of Heaven in his occupation with Torah and

mitzvos. And see what is written in the explanation on the verse “For You are my lamp.”
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Now, although the level of the intellect (mochin) of Abba is loftier than the mochin of Imma, never-

theless there must also be the mochin of Imma first, because
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the main thing is to illuminate the body; and this is through the revealed love that is drawn from

the brain of Binah (understanding), which is closer to the body

90 123 DNPYAY AR RINT 1M 710730 (AP 901 239) 2971 X209 113937 XM 0o0 )
.3%ann

(for “Chochmah is the brain and Binah is the heart,” and the heart is closer to the body). And [as
for] the level of the mochin of Abba, although their stature is higher than Binah,
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surely the Infinite One (Ein Sof), blessed be He, is loftier still, beyond all comparison, and “no

thought can grasp Him at all.” So too, for example, the level of the mochin of Abba: the love there is

in concealment, for it is more exalted, beyond us.
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(And as is written in the discourse beginning “On the eighth day, an assembly,” regarding “I will
become wise, but it is far from me”: that, by way of analogy, all the growth of the child takes place

at a distance from the father, only in his mother’s womb; see there.)
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Therefore one must give birth to the love in prayer, from concealment into revelation, in order to
illuminate the body (and see what is written in the discourse beginning “And it shall be for you as

tzitzis,” on the matter of brain and heart, water and fire).
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This is through contemplation, from the level of the mochin of Imma, which is the one that gives
birth to the children, which are love and all the holy emotive attributes (middos). And afterward
one must shine into them from the level of the mochin of Abba (and see what is written in the dis-
course beginning “Go out and see,” on the matter of “And wine gladdens,” etc., in order “to make

the face shine from oil”; see there).
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And this was the service of the Levites, as it is written, “And the Levite, he (hu), shall serve”: that is,
all their service was to bring out the emotive attributes, love and awe, from concealment, from the

level of “He” (Hu), the hidden world (alma de’iskasya), into revelation.
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This is through contemplation; and see what is written in the explanation on the verse “And the

number of the children of Israel shall be,” on the matter of “Who created these.” And therefore

their service was with song, by mouth, with the voice, and with music, on an instrument (see what

is written in the discourse beginning “A psalm, a song of the dedication of the House”).
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And there are several instruments, as it is written, “Praise Him with the blast of the shofar; praise

Him with lyre and harp; praise Him with drum and dance,” etc. That is, there are several kinds of

revealed fervor (hislahavus).
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There is longing and fervor of the quality of joy and gladness; and there is [a kind] that is of the

quality of bitterness and a broken heart. And all of them are in the revelation of the heart.
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And likewise, corresponding to this, there are several kinds of musical instruments. And along

these lines is the matter of “Praise Him with the blast of the shofar”: a shofar, which is a sound that

casts trembling and a broken heart; this is the matter of the tekios (blasts) and the shevarim (bro-

ken notes).
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And likewise “cymbals of teruah” also correspond to the fervor that is in bitterness and a broken
heart. And the ugav (pipe) is a musical instrument of joy, which corresponds to the love and fervor

that is in joy.
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And this was the service of the Levites with musical instruments of several kinds: all of it is to serve
the level of “He” (Hu), the level of “He (Hu) made us,”
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to draw the emotive attributes (middos) from concealment into revelation. (And see what is written
at the end of the discourse beginning “Command the children of Israel,” regarding “to offer to Me
in its appointed time”; and see what is written in the discourse beginning “And you shall draw wa-
ter,” on the matter of the libation of the wine and the libation of the water; and see what is written
elsewhere on the matter of “Blessed is He who spoke, and the world came into being; blessed is
He.”)
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