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An explanation of the level of baalei teshuvah,
who “draw Him down with greater strength”

The tzaddik’s mitzvos draw divine light in measured order,
through the vessels of Z’eir Anpin and from world to world. The
baal teshuvah’s return arouses “great compassion” from Arich

Anpin and Atik, above all vessels, where above and below are

equal, so that this light reaches even the lowest level in full.
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THE BIG IDEA

The tzaddik’s mitzvos draw divine light in measured order, through the vessels of
Z’eir Anpin and from world to world. The baal teshuvah’s return arouses “great
compassion” from Arich Anpin and Atik, above all vessels, where above and below

are equal, so that this light reaches even the lowest level in full.

Each section: the Hebrew, then the translation, then a short explanation under a gold rule. Small numbers in the Hebrew are the
notes at the end.

THE MAAMAR IN BRIEF

The Zohar says that baalei teshuvah “draw Him down with greater strength,” and this short maamar
explains why. The 248 positive commandments are the “248 limbs of the King,” the level of Z’eir Anpin
in Atzilus, where divine lights are held in vessels. By keeping the mitzvos, the tzaddikim draw light into
those vessels, arranged in three lines that correspond to Torah, divine service and acts of kindness.
This is “You open Your hand and satisfy every living thing”: “living” is Yesod, the channel of connec-
tion, and “every living thing” is the fifteen Yesodos of the five partzufim of Atzilus. Through them
G-d’s will is revealed to us, but in order, from world to world. Baalei teshuvah instead arouse “great
compassion” from the thirteen tikkunim of the beard of Arich Anpin, lights above the vessels, where
above and below are equal. So Isaiah’s mountains and hills, the emotive attributes of Atzilus, may
move, but the kindness and covenant of peace of Atik never move. That light reaches down into Asiyah,
until the household below equals the household above, as the Ramaz teaches, and it comes through
teshuvah: “let him return to Havayah, and He will have compassion on him.”

OUTLINE

1 The tzaddikim: ordered light through the vessels 7

The 248 commandments are the limbs of the King, Z’eir Anpin of Atzilus, where lights are held in vessels.
Keeping them draws light in three lines, matching Torah, divine service and acts of kindness: “You open Your
hand and satisfy every living thing,” the fifteen Yesodos through which G-d’s will descends in order, world by
world.

2 Baalei teshuvah: compassion from above the vessels 1

Teshuvah arouses great compassion from the thirteen tikkunim of the beard of Arich Anpin, lights above the
vessels, where above and below are equal. Isaiah’s mountains and hills, the emotive attributes of Atzilus, may
move, but the kindness and covenant of peace, the Chesed and Yesod of Atik, never move.
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3 Below made equal to above

m

That light reaches into Asiyah until the household below equals the household above, as the Ramaz teaches

on “And you shall do them”: those below can merit Atzilus, even Yechidah. It comes through teshuvah: “let

him return to Havayah, and He will have compassion on him.”

KEY CONCEPTS

baalei teshuvah 121wn *5y2

Those who return to G-d after having strayed; the Zohar
says they “draw Him down with greater strength” than the
perfectly righteous.

the 248 limbs of the King x3777 0°928 1”7

The 248 positive commandments; together they are the
level of Z’eir Anpin of Atzilus, where the lights are clothed
in vessels.

Yesod, “living” °n /710

The attribute that connects and passes the divine flow
from higher to lower; “every living thing” is the fifteen
Yesodos of the five partzufim of Atzilus.
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the thirteen tikkunim of the beard (tikkunei

dikna) x1p°7°1p°n 2

Lights of Arich Anpin that stand above the vessels, where
above and below are equal; the source of the “great com-
passion” that teshuvah arouses.

Atik pony

The innermost level of Keser; its Chesed and Yesod are the
“kindness” and “covenant of peace” that never move, join-
ing the Infinite One to the emanated levels.

the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus) 270
mbwonwnn

The ordered descent of divine light from world to world,
through which the tzaddikim’s light comes; the light
teshuvah draws comes from above it.
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SECTION 1 - 11

The tzaddikim: ordered light through the vessels

SECTION 2 - 11

Baalei teshuvah: compassion from above the vessels

SECTION 3 - 11

Below made equal to above
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An explanation of the matters concerning the level of baalei teshuvah (penitents), “who draw Him
down with greater strength.” For, indeed, the 248 positive commandments, which are the 248
limbs of the King, are the level of Z’eir Anpin (the emotive attributes) of the World of Atzilus (Ema-
nation); and from Z’eir Anpin [on], the lights are clothed in the vessels.
The maamar sets out to explain the Zohar’s teaching that baalei teshuvah, those who return to G-d after hav-
ing strayed, “draw Him down with greater strength.” It begins with what the commandments themselves
draw down: the 248 positive commandments, called the “248 limbs of the King,” belong to Z’eir Anpin, the

emotive attributes of Atzilus. From that level on, divine light is held in vessels, that is, revealed in defined
and measured forms.
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Therefore the tzaddikim, who fulfill the mitzvos, draw down the level of the lights to be clothed in
the vessels of Z’eir Anpin. In general, they divide into three lines: Chochmah (wisdom), Chesed
(kindness) and Netzach (victory) on the right, etc.; and this corresponds to Torah, [divine| service
and acts of kindness (gemilus chassadim). And this is [the meaning of| “You open Your hand and
satisfy every living thing.”
Since the commandments belong to Z’eir Anpin, the tzaddikim who keep them draw divine light into Z’eir
Anpin’s vessels, into ordered and measured channels. These channels are arranged in three lines, the right
line being Chochmah, Chesed and Netzach, with the left and middle lines beside it, and the three lines corre-

spond to the three pillars of Torah, divine service and acts of kindness. The verse “You open Your hand and
satisfy every living thing” describes this ordered flow of blessing, as the next part explains.
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“Living” is the level of Yesod (foundation), which connects and draws down the flow from the high-
er to the lower, and from Z’eir Anpin to the source of the souls of Israel. And the meaning of “every
living thing” is, as is known from the matter of the fifteen “good degrees,” that this is the number
of the fifteen Yesodos in the five partzufim (configurations) of Atzilus, as is written in Mishnas
Chassidim.
Yesod is called “living” because it is the channel that binds one level to the next and passes the divine flow
downward, from Z’eir Anpin to the source of the souls of Israel. “Every living thing” therefore means all the

Yesodos together: the fifteen “good degrees” for which the Passover Haggadah thanks G-d correspond, as

Mishnas Chassidim writes, to fifteen Yesodos in the five partzufim (configurations) of Atzilus.
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So that, through this, the supernal will is drawn down to us in a revealed way: that is, in the manner
of the order of the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus), from world to world, through the fif-
teen Yesodos, etc.

Through these channels G-d’s will is revealed to us, but in an orderly way: it passes down level by level, from

world to world, through each of the fifteen Yesodos. The word “will” echoes the end of the verse, which says

that G-d satisfies every living thing with “favor” (ratzon, literally “will”).
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But as for baalei teshuvah, through their arousing great compassion, it is from the level of the thir-
teen tikkunim of the beard (tikkunei dikna) of Arich Anpin, which are lights that are above the ves-
sels; and from there the light is drawn down not according to the order of the chain of descending
worlds, for above and below are equal there. And about this it is said:
Baalei teshuvah reach higher: their return arouses “great compassion,” which flows from the thirteen tikku-
nim of the beard of Arich Anpin, a level within Keser (the Crown) whose lights stand above vessels. Light

from there does not descend step by step through the chain of worlds, because at that level “above” and “be-
low” are equal, so it can reach the lowest place as fully as the highest.
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“For the mountains” — which are Chesed, Gevurah (restraint) and Tiferes (beauty) of Atzilus —
“shall depart, and the hills” — Netzach, Hod (splendor) and Yesod — “shall be shaken; but My kind-
ness” — this is the Chesed of Atik — “shall not depart from you, and My covenant of peace” — this is
the Yesod of Atik, which connects and joins the Infinite One (Ein Sof), blessed be He, with the em-
anated [levels|] — “shall not be shaken.”
The Alter Rebbe reads Isaiah’s verse as a map of these levels. The “mountains” and “hills,” which can move,
are the six emotive attributes of Atzilus, the measured channels described above; “My kindness” and “My
covenant of peace,” which never move, are the Chesed and the Yesod of Atik, the innermost level of Keser.

The Yesod of Atik joins the Infinite One directly to the emanated levels, so even if the ordered channels “de-
part” and “are shaken,” the kindness drawn from there stands firm.
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That is, that this revelation from the Infinite One, blessed be He, will be drawn down also below,
into the World of Asiyah (Action): that it will be drawn from above the order of the chain of de-
scending worlds, from the Infinite One, blessed be He, down to the very bottom, until the house-
hold below and the household above are equal. And see the Ramaz (Rabbi Moshe Zacuto), Parshas
Bechukosai (folio 113b),
Because this revelation comes from the Infinite One, from beyond the chain of worlds, it is not diminished as
it descends: it reaches all the way down into Asiyah, the lowest world. So the “household below,” those in this

world, becomes equal to the “household above,” the heavenly beings. In support the Alter Rebbe refers the
reader to the Ramaz, Rabbi Moshe Zacuto, in his commentary on the Zohar, Parshas Bechukosai.
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on the verse “And you shall do them”: that although you are below, in this world, etc., you will merit
the levels of Atzilus, even up to Yechidah, etc.

In the verse “And you shall do them” (Leviticus 26:3), the word for “them” is written so that it can also be
read atem, “you.” From this word the Ramaz learns that although you are below, in this world, you can merit
the levels of Atzilus, even Yechidah, the innermost core of the soul: the equality of below and above de-
scribed in the previous part.
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(which is not so when it is drawn down by way of the chain of descending worlds, through the level
of “every living thing,” etc.). “Says Havayah, who has compassion on you”: that all this is drawn
down through his “return to Havayah, and He will have compassion on him.”
The parenthesis restates the contrast: light that comes in order, through the channels of “every living thing,”
does not raise the lowest level to equal the highest. The verse closes “says Havayah, who has compassion on

you,” and the Alter Rebbe ties this compassion to Isaiah’s call to the sinner, “let him return to Havayah, and
He will have compassion on him”: it is teshuvah that draws down this higher compassion.

IN ONE'S AVODAH

Teshuvah draws down what ordered observance does not: by returning to Havayah, a person arouses His
great compassion, a light from above the order of the worlds that reaches him even below, in this world, and

can raise him to the levels of Atzilus, even Yechidah.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. Why does light drawn through the vessels of Z’eir Anpin reach us only in order, from world to world, while
the light of the thirteen tikkunim of the beard does not?

2. How does the maamar read “every living thing” in “You open Your hand and satisfy every living thing,”
and how do the fifteen “good degrees” fit in?

3. In Isaiah’s verse, what are the “mountains” and “hills” that can move, and what are the “kindness” and

“covenant of peace” that cannot?

4. What does it mean that the “household below” becomes equal to the “household above,” and how does the
Ramaz’s reading of “And you shall do them” support it?

5. Why is it teshuvah, and not the tzaddikim’s ordered service, that draws down this higher compassion?
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SOURCES AND REFERENCES

Notes

PARAGRAPH 1

0"1277 N2

A collection of the Alter Rebbe’s discourses from the year
5564 (1803-04).
KEHOT'S NOTE
0’y 770N 170 ART

2°n° R9°Ma .. nUya

Kehot’s marei makom for these words (its note is below).
KEHOT'S NOTE
.[9] .(2,09p) XM

o010 R9OMa 109 PownT nrya

The Zohar teaches that the perfectly righteous cannot
stand in the place where baalei teshuvah stand, because
these are closer to the King than all, and they draw upon
themselves with greater yearning of the heart and with
great strength to come close to the King. The maamar
opens by setting out to explain this teaching.

Zohar, Chayei Sara 16:121-17:127-X”2p:t"v 7w *°n 771 7890
P

Happy are the penitent who in the space of one day, one
hour, nay, one second, can draw near to the Holy One, as
near as even the truly righteous in the space of many years.
Abraham did not reach that high grade until he was old, as
already said. So, too, David, of whom it is written, “and King
David was old, he came into days” (I Kings 1, 1). But the
penitent immediately finds entrance, and is brought close to
the Holy One, blessed be He.” R. Jose ...

The Zohar; London, Soncino Press, 1933 (Public Domain)

N2PRT QAR MURn L L YR

In the Raaya Mehemna on Parshas Mishpatim, the Zohar
speaks of the 248 commandments, through each of which
the Holy One, blessed be He, is made King over all the
limbs of the Shechinah. The Kehot note points here as a
parallel for the commandments as the King’s “limbs.”
Zohar I1, 118ax ,n°p 27mt
KEHOT'S NOTE
WX ,MP 27m .57 0 A

N2P7T 023N 17RN 0w ¥Un nona

Tikkun 30 says the lower Shechinah, which comprises the
248 commandments, is “the commandment of Havayah in
each and every limb of the King.” The Kehot note cites it
for the Alter Rebbe’s phrase “the 248 limbs of the King.”
Tikkunei Zohar 74a:81:X 77y 791 *1pn
IPRT RIRT RWON ANER WPRT ,RDOYININRT RTINY KT 120 79N
AW IR PUTE 07 YR CIRT NPRT Nvom L BTRY
RIN) DY KX 1IPTR WK NN FY TROK KT I N0
O IND 0 22 9D KT LARAN XAPDY 7Y X0 7Y ANy
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Tikkunei Zohar - Vocalized (Public Domain)
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Shimon HaTzaddik taught that the world stands on three
things: on the Torah, on the service and on acts of kind-
ness. The Alter Rebbe matches these three pillars to the
three lines of Z’eir Anpin’s vessels.

Pirkei Avot 1:2°2:°8 M2aR mawn
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Shimon the Righteous was one of the last of the men of the

great assembly. He used to say: the world stands upon three

things: the Torah, the Temple service, and the practice of

acts of piety.

Torat Emet 357 (Public Domain) « Mishnah Yomit by Dr. Joshua Kulp (CC-
BY)
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An alphabetical lexicon of Kabbalistic terms.
KEHOT'S NOTE
L7720, NIR R”RN

PR WURD . MPYR Y

This is the work the Alter Rebbe himself names here (“as is
written in Mishnas Chassidim”), a compendium of the
Arizal’s Kabbalah arranged like the Mishnah.
KEHOT'S NOTE
.3,2° o 7% 970

“For the mountains shall depart and the hills be shaken,
but My kindness shall not depart from you, and My
covenant of peace shall not be shaken, says Havayah, who
has compassion on you.” The Alter Rebbe reads the moun-
tains and hills as the emotive attributes of Atzilus, and the
unmoving kindness and covenant as the Chesed and
Yesod of Atik, drawn down by the compassion that teshu-
vah arouses.

Isaiah 54:10”:7"117°yw°
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For the mountains may depart, and the hills be removed;

but My kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall My

covenant of peace be removed, saith the L-RD that hath

compassion on thee.

Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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The note points to the lexicon’s entries under the letter hei
as the source for reading the “mountains” as Chesed,
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Gevurah and Tiferes of Atzilus and the “hills” as Netzach,
Hod and Yesod.
KEHOT'S NOTE
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“If you walk in My statutes and keep My commandments,
and do them.” The word for “them” is written so that it can
be read “you,” and the Ramaz, on the Zohar there, learns
from it that those below can attain the levels of Atzilus.
Leviticus 26:3°2:172 X1p™
:DJ:IR DJ:J"W}ZI ﬁ?;[ﬁn "Iji¥?;'.ﬂ§] D?Jj ’DPU;'DX
If ye walk in My statutes, and keep My commandments, and
do them;
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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Commenting on the Zohar’s discussion of “And you shall
do them,” the Ramaz (Rabbi Moshe Zacuto) calls it a won-
drous thing that although you are below in this world, your
light is not at the level of the angels over Asiyah, Yetzirah
or Beriah, but you will merit the levels of Atzilus, even up
to Yechidah. The Alter Rebbe cites it to show how the
“household below” can equal the “household above.”

Mikdash Melekh, RaMaZ Commentary on Zohar,77n wpn
AT 990 Py 1 e winte
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A2 1 MNP XITY L IR 1122307 700 A2 AVIAM WA
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Zholkva, 1864 (Public Domain)
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“Let the wicked forsake his way ... and let him return to
Havayah, and He will have compassion on him.” The Alter
Rebbe uses it to show that the compassion named at the
end of Isaiah 54:10 is drawn down through teshuvah.

Isaiah 55:7°1:17117°yw°
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Let the wicked forsake his way, And the man of iniquity his

thoughts; And let him return unto the L-RD, and He will

have compassion upon him, And to our G-d, for He will

abundantly pardon
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)

“You open Your hand and satisfy every living thing with
favor.” The Alter Rebbe reads “living” as Yesod and “every
living thing” as the fifteen Yesodos of Atzilus, through
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which the tzaddikim draw the supernal will in an orderly
way.
Psalms 145:1610:171p 0°9°10
17387 °07227 yoatrmy 970 nR Anie
Thou openest Thy hand, And satisfiest every living thing
with favour.
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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