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“But Havayah your G-d was
not willing to listen to Bilam”
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“But Havayah your G-d was not willing to listen to Bilam, and Havayah your G-d turned the curse
into a blessing for you,” etc.
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[We need] to understand: what is the great and tremendous wonder in His not being willing to listen
to the voice of a base man such as the wicked Bilam? And also, what is [the meaning of] “Havayah
turned the curse into a blessing,” since He did not listen to Bilam at all?
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The matter is that there are accusers who accuse Israel, which is why the shofar is taken up on

Rosh HaShanah, to confound the accuser; and he is the one who searches out the sins of the

Children of Israel and scrutinizes them, to argue for their guilt.
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And this is called the level of Bilam, for such was also Bilam’s way: he too searched to find a place

of sin for Israel, “the top of Peor, which looks out over the wasteland,” and “he set his face toward

the wilderness,” places where Israel were destined to sin, etc.
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And this is the praise that the verse offers: that although he came with a claim, nevertheless
“Havayah your G-d was not willing to listen.” And the meaning is that He was not willing to listen to
his words at all;
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not that there is a conclusive answer to give in reply to his words, from reason and knowledge that
can be grasped and understood, but only that his words are not received or listened to at all, with-
out reason and knowledge.
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And so too, [this is] why the verse spelled out, “But Havayah your G-d was not willing”: because
Havayabh is truly your G-d. For in every soul of Israel there is an aspect and a radiance of the Name
Havayah, and as it is written,
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“For Havayah’s portion is His people; Jacob is the lot of His inheritance”: that they are a portion
and a radiance of the very Name Havayah. [And see what is written about this in the discourse be-

ginning “See, I set before you.”]
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And the explanation of this matter is that in every soul of Israel there is the level of the natural love,
founded and implanted in the nature of his G-dly soul:
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not to be separated from His unity and oneness, may He be blessed. And a person does not commit
a sin unless a spirit of folly enters him, which misleads him into saying that even so he is still with-
in his Judaism, etc.
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But to be separated from His unity, may He be blessed: even the most unworthy of the unworthy
gives up his life for the sanctification of G-d’s Name, etc., because of the nature of his soul, “The

lamp of Havayabh is the soul of man,” like a burning lamp, whose flame rises of itself, etc.,
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without reason and knowledge; except that it is hidden and covered by a garment of sackcloth,

which is the physical body, and from it comes the spirit of folly, etc.
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But when he arouses the love, until it desires to go out of its garments, then he comes to the fear of

sin: not to transgress even a light matter of the words of the Scribes (divrei sofrim), for the words of

the Scribes are more stringent than the words of Torah; which is why they are called Sofrim, for
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there are the levels of sofer (scribe), sefer (book) and sippur (telling). The sefer is the level of the

Written Torah, and the sofer is the one who makes the sefer, which is the level of the Oral Torah: “A

woman ofvalor is the crown of her husband,” etc.
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[And see what is written about this in the discourse beginning “You shall draw water with joy” and

in the discourse beginning “I am black, yet comely.”] And this level of love is the level of the tip of

the yud of the Name Havayah;
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for the tip atop the yud points upward, and alludes to its being drawn upward, to the Infinite One
(Ein Sof), blessed be He, who is above the bounds of comprehension, and “no thought can grasp
Him,” and “all before Him is accounted as nothing”; “For I, Havayah, have not changed,” etc.
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And such is the matter of this love, which is without reason and knowledge: it stems from the in-
dwelling of the very Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, which is clothed in the Chochmah
(wisdom) that gives life to the soul, which is above the bounds of comprehension, etc.
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Therefore it is like a flame that rises of itself and on its own, etc.; but because it is hidden, a person

must arouse it. And through an arousal from below (isarusa dilesata) there is an arousal from

above (isarusa dile’eila), so that there is also “He was not willing to listen,” from the level
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that is above reason and knowledge. [And see Sha’arei Kedushah by Rabbi Chaim Vital, Part III,
Gate 1: “for the tip of the yud,” etc.; see there. And see there, Gate 2: “and Yechidah,” etc.]
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2. And the explanation of the matter of the yud of the Name Havayah, how it is in the soul: the yud
is the level of Chochmah (wisdom), ko’ach mah (the potential of “what”), which is the level of the
tzimtzum (contraction), for it is only the level of a point, etc.
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The matter is this. It is known that the coming into being of the level of Chochmah, which is the be-

ginning of the revelation of the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus), from the Infinite Light

(Or Ein Sof), blessed be He,

Q%Y AR 09V IRT DT DONIZAT IR0 7Y R MPWRNWTT 9T O0an YR ahynD XY
NNRTMIZNT NVYIN TIRT OV 7T Y

which is far, far above the level and bounds of the chain of descent, is through many contractions
and the descent of the light in concealment after concealment, until there descended and was

drawn forth a radiance that is slight and contracted
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exceedingly, like the radiance that comes out through the hairs of the head, which grow and draw
nourishment from the brain in the head through the skull that overarches the brain, which con-

ceals and hides the brain itself so that it should not be revealed,
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so that, through this, the hairs may grow from the bone of the skull that overarches and covers the
brain. And that radiance is exceedingly contracted, to the point that it has no comparison or rela-
tion to the radiance of the brain itself, just as the hairs have no comparison or relation to the brain;
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for even if the hairs are shaved off, no pain at all is felt in the brain. So, entirely like this analogy,
and endlessly more so, is the matter of the coming into being of Chochmah from what is above
Chochmabh, from the Infinite Light, blessed be He,
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which is high and exalted, etc., more so than [in] the coming into being of the emotive attributes
(middos), love and awe, from Chochmah, Binah (understanding) and Daas (knowledge), for the

very essence of Chochmah, Binah and Daas is clothed in the emotive attributes.
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But in the coming into being of Chochmah from the Infinite Light, blessed be He, the essence of
the Infinite Light, blessed be He, is not clothed in it; only a slight and contracted radiance, from the

concealment,
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that is, after the concealment and hiding of the essence of the Infinite Light, blessed be He. As it is
written, “He made darkness His hiding place”: He hides Himself in the level of darkness and con-
cealment, so that there may be a revelation of the radiance in the level of Chochmah, the begin-
ning of the revelation of the chain of descent. And this is [the meaning of|] “Havayah reigns; He is

clothed in majesty,” etc.,
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“the world, too, is firmly established,” etc.: in order that “the world be firmly established,” the

Infinite Light, blessed be He, had to clothe itself in the level of a garment and covering, so that it

would not shine and be revealed as it is, but only in the level of tzimtzum, etc.
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And this is [the meaning of| what is written, “In the beginning Elokim created,” etc.: “Bereshis,”
with the revelation of the level of the beginning of revelation, which is the level of Chochmah;
“Elokim created,” with the attribute of tzimtzum. And as our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “At

first it arose in [His] thought to create [it] with the attribute of judgment,” etc.
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For it is a contracted radiance, so that it may be the beginning of revelation in the chain of descent
of the worlds; for Chochmah is the beginning of the revelation of the comprehension and under-

standing of the Infinite Light, blessed be He, which is revealed in the level of Binah,
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which is the upper hei, the level of expansion, in length and breadth, etc., of the light that fills all
worlds (memalei kol almin) and the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin), etc. Except
that in Chochmah that comprehension is in a state of concealment, for it does not shine and be-

come revealed
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except like lightning that flashes in the mind of a person’s intellect, by way of analogy. And without
the tzimtzum of the Infinite Light, blessed be He, and its being clothed in the level of Chochmah,
there could not have been the expansion of the level of the light that fills all worlds and the light
that encompasses all worlds; for the worlds would have been utterly nullified out of existence, and

would have been truly nothing and naught.
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For even now, after the worlds have been created, “before Him all is as nothing”; but it is “as noth-
ing” (kelo), with the kaf of comparison, and not actually “nothing” (lo); and even this is only before

Him, and not in relation to the created beings.

wnn k2 PR 1M wnn 0913 177 RITW 119 793070 7172 07K IR 7177 OR AR
But if the Infinite Light, blessed be He, were revealed as it is, they would be truly nullified, and
would be nothing (ayin) and actually “nothing” (lo).
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Therefore our Sages, of blessed memory, said that when the angels accused and said, “What is
man,” etc., “He stretched out His little finger among them and burned them.” The meaning is that
He extended and drew forth a revelation of His essence, may He be blessed, beyond the contracted

measure and limit of the angels’ comprehension: a tiny bit, the level of “His little finger”
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(And see Pardes at its beginning, citing Sefer Yetzirah: “Ten Sefiros without ‘what’ (beli mah), the

number of the ten fingers,” etc.; and Zohar, Part II, at the beginning of Parshas Yisro.)
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And then “and burned them?”: they were burned and utterly nullified out of existence, and were as

though they had never been. It is only the tzimtzum that brings about the coming into being of the

worlds.
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Now, the beginning of the creation of the worlds was because “He desires kindness.” But [the fact]

that “in His goodness He renews each day, continually, the work of Creation,” renewing [it] as exis-

tence (yesh) from the level of Chochmah and tzimtzum each day,
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since each day a different radiance is renewed [and also each hour a combination of the Name
Havayah is renewed, etc.], depends on the arousal from below (isarusa dilesata). And this tzimtzum
and concealment must also be in the arousal from below: namely, to be the level of “Nullify your
will,” etc.;
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that is, to contract and subdue all his desires that are not for G-d: whether in thought, “Many are
the thoughts in a man’s heart,
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but the counsel of Havayah, it shall stand”; or in speech, that his speech and the breath of his
mouth not be as he wishes; or in action, “he shuts his eyes from seeing evil,” and “you shall not
stray after your heart,” etc.;
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whether in what is forbidden or in what is permitted, as our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “Sanc-
tify yourself in what is permitted to you.” And this is in the entire stature of a person: to cast aside

his soul and his will, etc.
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And this self-nullification (bittul) is in the level of Chochmah, for “through Chochmah they were
refined”: to sift the good from the evil and to nullify the will for evil before the good, by the power
of the Chochmah in the soul.
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Therefore our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “Sanctify yourself,” etc.; for kodesh (holiness) is in

Chochmah, as in “Sanctify to Me every firstborn,” etc.
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And through this level of self-nullification (bittul) in the arousal from below (isarusa dilesata), in
which he nullifies and removes himself and his will so as to be nullified to Him, may He be blessed,
there is an arousal from above (isarusa dile’eila): that there be a nullification and withdrawal of the
essence of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, so that it does not shine and become

revealed
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except in the level of tzimtzum (contraction), in concealment after concealment, in the mode of
“He made darkness His hiding place,” darkness and not light. And there will be a revelation of the
level of the yud, which is Chochmah (wisdom), etc., through the level of the yud, the Chochmah,

that is in the soul.
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3. And the matter of the hei of the Name Havayah in the soul is this: the first hei is the level of su-
pernal Binah (understanding), the level of the expansion of the hei, in length and breadth, of the
light that fills all worlds (memalei kol almin) and the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol

almin), from the tzimtzum (contraction) of the point, etc.
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And in the soul it is the expansion and broadening of comprehension from the lightning that flash-
es in the brain, which is the level of a point, etc.: that he broaden his knowledge and understanding
in the greatness of the Infinite One (Ein Sof), blessed be He, how He fills all worlds and encompass-

es all worlds with one contracted radiance, etc.
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And through this there will also be the expansion and revelation in the heart, and the flaming and
blazing of the fiery flashes of love; and likewise the soul’s joy in G-d, its Maker, comes through the
broadening
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of contemplation in the heart: “a joyful mother of children.” And the arousal from below (isarusa
dilesata) for the revelation of this level of hei is the level of the higher teshuvah (return), from be-
low upward [and this is “teshuvah”: tashuv hei, “the hei shall return”]: “and they cried out to

Havayabh in their distress,”
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for the descent from the light of His countenance, may He be blessed, is in the level of “distress”
(tzar, narrowness), in the level of a slight and contracted radiance; and especially if he holds his
soul guilty for all his deeds, words and thoughts which are not for G-d,

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/ki-seitzei/5/ 11



LIKKUTEI TORAH - PARSHAS KI SEITZEI - MAAMAR 5 DN OYD BR YIRS PR AT TR KO,

WK °N° 13 P27 710K 199K 1NMRWI 1m0 127 199K DO NRTY XY 997 Jwna1 X2 9272 R T
210 M PPRRRT M oN»R M

he who “came in vanity and goes in darkness.” And therefore “he sets his heart toward Him; his
spirit and his soul he gathers to Him,” to cleave to Him, may He be blessed, truly; and “spirit

brings spirit and draws spirit,” etc.
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In the same way, the whole matter of prayer revolves around this: to contemplate the descent of the
Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, and its chain of descent (hishtalshelus), in a slight and
contracted radiance, the level of the light that fills all worlds (memalei kol almin) and the light that
encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin), until “they praise the Name of Havayah,” etc., the level

of a name alone, and “May Your Name be praised forever,” etc.;
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so that through this he will come to fulfill, in the Shema, “You shall love Havayah your G-d,” truly:
that there be a revelation of the very Infinite Light, blessed be He. And this is what we ask for: that it
be in the level of a revealed expansion, in length and breadth, in the heart and soul.
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And this is [the meaning of] “Bring us back in complete teshuvah (return) before You (lefanecha)”:
the meaning is that there be a drawing-down of “Your face” (panecha), Your inner dimension (pn-
imiyus), that is, the level of the very Infinite Light, blessed be He; as it is written, “May Havayah

make His face shine,” etc.
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And the matter of the vav and the [final] hei in the soul is that there be a revelation of the drawing-
down in Torah and mitzvos, in the fulfillment of the deed in actual practice. For the Torah is the

level of the vav: “Avoice calls in the wilderness: Clear the way of Havayah,”
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that there be a drawing-down of the voice of the Torah, calling “the way of Havayah,” and a revela-
tion of His light, may He be blessed, even in the level of “wilderness,” which is this world: that in it
there be “So have I beheld You in holiness,” a drawing-down of supernal holiness. [And see what is

written in the discourse beginning
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“When you hearken to the voice,” Parshas Re’eh.] And this drawing-down is in the lower hei, which

is the level of action: “And the deed of charity (tzedakah) shall be,” “deed” specifically. And charity

is the general and collective expression (klalus) of the mitzvos; for
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just as charity is “to revive the spirit of the lowly,” etc., so the mitzvos, in their general and collec-
tive expression, are for drawing down life-force and the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He,

below, into the lowly physical world, “and the glory of Havayah shall be revealed” below, etc.
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And this is the level of the hei; for “Your right hand is full of tzedek (righteousness)”: it is called
tzedek, without a hei; and when “Your right hand is full,” [that is,|] the expansion and drawings-

down of Chesed (kindness),
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then, with the addition of a hei, it is called tzedakah. (And see the Zohar, Parshas Bechukosai, folio
113b, and the commentary of the Ramaz (Rabbi Moshe Zacuto) there; and the Idra Zuta, folio 291,
end of side b, and folio 292a.) Now, this revelation in the level of action comes through the level of

the vav, which is the matter of drawing down, etc.

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/ki-seitzei/5/ 13



LIKKUTEI TORAH - PARSHAS KI SEITZEI - MAAMAR 5 DN OYD BR YIRS PR AT TR KO,

NoAMAN WO 7132 MY2PN °na 19 wow NPRRRI WRAw 77T N 173y R (7o) D A R 7 10
SPPRR P ANR 00 I 19YRDR wnan I e v Dar

4. However, all this is the matter of the level of Havayah in the G-dly soul, which is clothed in the

body and the animal soul. But there is a level of Havayah that is drawn from above; and this is [the

meaning of] “because Havayah your G-d loved you.”
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The meaning: “loved you” (ahevcha) is a transitive form: that He is the one who draws into you the
attribute of love that comes from above, which is the arousal from above (isarusa dile’eila) that pre-
cedes the arousal from below (isarusa dilesata). And from there [comes]| “Havayah turned the curse

into a blessing for you”: that intentional sins become literally like merits.
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And the explanation of this matter is that great is the power of baalei teshuvah (penitents), “who
draw Him down with greater strength,” etc. And this is through the level of “with all your might,”
beyond what his soul can bear: whether through self-sacrifice (mesirus nefesh) in actual fact, as in

the episode of Rabbi Elazar ben Durdaya, etc.,
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or in the level of self-nullification (bittul) to Him, may He be blessed, and the expiry of the soul in
the Shema, as it is written, “To You, Havayah, I lift up my soul,” etc. And the level of “with all your
might” is what is revealed in baalei teshuvah more than in the most righteous of the righteous,

which is the level of “with all your soul,” etc.
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This is because the advantage of light is that which comes out of the darkness specifically: through

the intentional sins, when he holds his soul guilty, how he “came in vanity,” etc., and it touches

him to the soul.
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Therefore he will cry out to Havayah in his very great distress, and the cry will be great unto G-d,
beyond what his soul can bear. And this is the matter of “Yah with Shemi (My Name) is 365,” etc.:
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for the prohibitions are in the Name Yah, above the level of the positive [commandments], which

are in the Name vav-hei; and as it is written, “in a land not (lo) sown,” that the level of lo (“not”) is

what is sown, etc.,
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as is explained elsewhere. For since the Name Yah is above the Name vav-hei, it is impossible, by

the power of the soul, to draw down from there in the mode of drawing-down, which is through ful-

filling the positive commandments; only through keeping the prohibitions,
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which is the matter of uprooting the will from the opposite; and this uprooting, from the opposite,
will grow very great, until he comes and reaches the level of “with all your might,” beyond what the
soul can bear.

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/ki-seitzei/5/ 15



LIKKUTEI TORAH - PARSHAS KI SEITZEI - MAAMAR 5 DN OYD BR YIRS PR AT TR KO,

W NITA T WD MY WY TAID DRW DOPNY T WS 5D AT PARIP DIPRYAN MR Y mam 12
RIWWMT RPMIY *PIW 112 P93W WA KT 1100 PRy 0w

Now, about this it is said, “From the depths I have called You, Havayah.” For there are ten depths,
which correspond to the ten levels of the soul, seven emotive attributes (middos) and three intel-
lectual ones, and their depth is the root in each level, which is called “the depth of darkness”

(umka dechashucha):
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that is, the level of the darkness that has not yet come into revelation in the soul, in which there is

no aspect of being clothed in the body and the animal soul. It is from the supernal attributes that

come from above, which are above the powers that are revealed in the soul.
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Only through the level of “with all your might” is the level of “from the depths” revealed; and from
there, “I have called You, Havayah”: that there be a renewal of the level of Havayah in the soul, and
that there be in the soul this Havayah of the level of “from the depths,”
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which was not yet revealed in the soul. And through this, “Havayah turned the curse into a
blessing”: for from there is drawn the forgiveness and pardon of sins, “And I will sprinkle pure wa-

ter upon you,” etc.; “I have wiped away your transgressions like a thick cloud,” etc.
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Therefore, during the Ten Days of Teshuvah, we say this psalm, “From the depths”; for each day
one draws down one depth, until on Yom Kippur: “Before Havayah you shall be purified,” before

the Havayah that is revealed in the soul, from which it is drawn down that “you shall be purified.”
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