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“If a man has two wives, the
one loved and the other hated”
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“If a man has two wives, the one loved and the other hated, and the firstborn son is the hated
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one’s.” To understand the statement “And [the firstborn son] is,” etc.:
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It is according to what Rabbi Chaim Vital wrote in Shaar HaKedushah: that each and every one of
Israel has two souls, as it is written, “And the souls (neshamos) I have made,” in the plural. One
soul is called the vital and animal soul, and it is clothed in a person’s blood to give life to the body,

as is explained elsewhere.
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It descended in a chain of stages from a high place, through many intermediaries and by way of
[heavenly] princes and mazalos (constellations), as our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “There is

no blade of grass below that has no mazal above that strikes it and says to it, ‘Grow!’”
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“For one higher than the high,” etc., “and there are higher ones over them.” And through its dis-
tance from the light of G-d, in the chain of descent (hishtalshelus) from level to level and from
cause to effect, through many concealments and contractions (tzimtzumim), until it was clothed in

a human body of flesh and blood,
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therefore it is composed of good and evil. From it come to a person evil traits (middos), from the

evil elements within it, and also human intellect.
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For every soul is composed of Chochmah (wisdom), Binah (understanding) and Daas (knowledge),

and of the emotive attributes (middos). Because of it a person can be among those who transgress

His will, G-d forbid, as it is written, “And a soul,

W7 RITW DTRY IRT 7172 07K IR 0°°PYnY 0°00NT 0ORIZNREY 0°N0MT M12°7 N 03 RYAN 9D
JOnXY °1D2 92N

if it sins.” For because of the many concealments and contractions that cover and hide the Infinite

Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, it seems to a person that he is something (yesh), a thing unto

himself.
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The second soul in Israel is called the G-dly soul, “a part of G-d above.” It is the one that comes to a

person without any intermediaries at all, as it is written, “And G-d made man upright (yashar)”
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(in Koheles, at the end of chapter 7), and as it is written, “And You breathed it into me”: You
Yourself, without intermediaries; and “He breathed into his nostrils the breath of life,” etc.,
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like the analogy of a person’s breath, which goes out from him and nevertheless is united with him

without interruption; for there is no speech that is outside of Him, as is explained in Sefer Shel
Beinonim [the Tanya].
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Therefore it is always united with its Emanator in the ultimate unity, and from its side it would not

be possible for a person to sin at all and to be among those who transgress His will, since

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/ki-seitzei/4/ 3
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it is always united with its Emanator; except that the animal soul clothes it, and covers and con-
ceals [it] from gazing at the Infinite Light, blessed be He, as is explained in Likkutei Amarim.
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(And these two souls are called in Scripture “in Our image, after Our likeness”: the G-dly soul is the
level of tzelem (image), and the vital [soul] is the level of demus (likeness).)
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Now, the descent of the G-dly soul into the world was in order to be clothed in the vital, animal soul,
to wage war with it and to refine it, to separate the good from the evil and raise it up to G-d, “to turn
darkness into light,” etc. Therefore it is called by the name Yisrael, as it is written,
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“For you have striven with Elokim and with men, and have prevailed.” That is: the G-dly soul is to
rule over the vital, animal [soul], to turn all its thoughts and its middos, which are not G-d’s, from
evil to good. And the middos are called Elokim, as it is written, “And the sons of Elokim saw,” etc.,
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and its Targum is “the sons of the great ones (bnei ravrevaya).” “And with men” is the level of deed:
the deed of enosh, [for]| he is enosh (mortal man). And to turn them from evil to good through the

G-dly soul, which is united with its Emanator without hiding of the Face

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/ki-seitzei/4/ 4
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at all, which refines and raises up the vital soul to be nullified and included in the light of G-d. And

this is the level of Yisrael: yashar El; and El is a term of strength and dominion, to win its war with

the vital soul.
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And this is what is written, “The days of our years, in them, are seventy years”: “in them,” specifi-

cally, in the two souls, for every day is a new war. And therefore their lives are not equal: this one

lives longer
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and that one lives less. It all depends on the measure of the war that he must wage with his animal

soul, according to the portion of evil within it: how many years he must fight with it until it is

turned to good.
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And this is the meaning of the verse “And now, Yisrael”: that now specifically, in this time when evil
is mixed with good, the soul is called by the name Yisrael, for it must rule over and defeat the ani-
mal soul and turn it from evil to good.

TIY DIMDD TN KDY D9 YA 7970 KDY PR 12 AR IRPIVT M0 DR AR To0YD DaR

But of the Time to Come it is said, “And I will remove the spirit of impurity from the land,” and
there will be no evil at all, and it will no longer need to fight,
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and it will not be called by the name Yisrael. (And perhaps the matter is as stated in the Gemara,
chapter 5 of Bava Basra) (folio 75b), on [the verse] “Everyone who is called by My Name”; see there
in the Rashbam’s commentary.
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Now, to understand the purpose of the descent of the two souls to their war in this world: since the

vital soul too, before it descended into concealment and many contractions, was nullified in the

light of G-d in its source, why did it descend so far that, on
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its account, the G-dly soul also had to descend, to refine it and raise it up? We must first preface the
matter of the war and its time, which is explained in the Zohar: “The time of battle is the time of

prayer,” etc.; “Whoever Kkills the serpent is given the King’s daughter” — this is prayer.
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The explanation of the matter: in Pesukei deZimrah a person separates the evil from the good in

his animal soul, as it is written, “The high praises of G-d are in their throat, and a two-edged sword

(cherev pifiyos) in their hand,” etc.:
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two edges (piyos), to raise the good upward and to separate the evil downward; and see the Raaya
Mehemna at the beginning of Parshas Shoftim. And this is when a person contemplates the great-

ness of G-d: how
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He gives life to them all and brings them all into being, and they are all nullified before Him, may
He be blessed, and “all before Him is considered as nothing”; as it is written, “Yours, Havayabh, is
the greatness,” etc.: that all the supernal attributes (middos) are nullified before Him, may He be

blessed, as is written in the Tikkunim, “and not of any of these middos at all.”

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/ki-seitzei/4/ 6
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And He is exalted far above them, by myriads of levels without number. And the angels say “Holy,”
etc. “Holy” means set apart and separate, far above the bounds of “filling all worlds” and “encom-
passing all worlds” (memalei and sovev kol almin), as our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “In the

place where you find His greatness, there you find His humility.” For although “His greatness
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is unsearchable,” for all that, He is high and exalted above the level of His greatness, until the at-
tribute of greatness is considered humility and lowliness before Him, may He be blessed. And
when a person deepens his thought in this contemplation and others like it, then of itself “all the

workers of iniquity will be scattered,” the aspect of the evil in his soul, it being the case
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that the evil and the sitra achra (the other side) have no life-force (chayus) at all of their own; they

only receive their life-force from the back (achorayim) of holiness, through the 365 prohibitions.
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Therefore they are nullified before holiness, as darkness is nullified before light. But it is not

enough only to separate the evil; rather, it must be nullified completely,
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as it is written, “You shall utterly destroy them,” and “to turn darkness into light.” And this is
through the Shema, as it is written, “And he took a spear (romach) in his hand”: the six words of the
unity in the verse Shema Yisrael, together with the 248 words of the Shema as a whole, are called ro-

mach. And see the book Me’orei Or, the letter reish, section 15.
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That is: just as through a spear a person’s life is taken away entirely, so through the Shema we nul-

lify and utterly destroy the evil completely.
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The explanation of this: we need to understand the matter of “Hear, O Israel, Havayah is our G-d,
Havayah is One.” That is: after worlds were created, the term “One” (echad) applies, which means
alef-ches, dalet: that He is One in the ches, in the seven heavens and the earth, and [in] the dalet,

the four directions of the world.
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So too above: after the supernal attributes (middos) were emanated, the term “One” applies, in the
ches, the seven middos, “the greatness and the might,” etc., and the dalet, the four chayos, “the
face of a lion,” etc., “and the likeness of their faces,” etc.; and He unites them, for they are all nulli-

fied to Him, may He be blessed.
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But in relation to His Being and Essence, before they were created, the term “One” does not apply
at all, for He is not within the bounds of worlds at all; as is explained in Sefer Yetzirah, “Before one,
what do you count?” For His Being and Essence is exalted by endless myriads above the level of

counting.

DOPRIYY WITP DOIMIRY D3°Wn OIOR DOIRDPNT 199ERW RP2T 11°P9K 1 ANWRI T N3 RIT N
OWn 10WRIY DRAW° MNwa NP1 17120 0Ipn K

And this is the level of the first Havayah, “Havayah our G-d,” specifically, which even the angels do
not grasp, and they say “Holy” and ask, “Where is the place of His glory?”; except for the souls of

Israel, which were drawn from there,
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as explained above, without any concealment and hiding at all: “a part of Havayah.” As our Sages,
of blessed memory, said, “Who revealed this secret to My children?”: it is the level of the supernal

secret, “He made darkness His hiding place,” which is hidden even from the eyes of the angels.
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Now, Shema (“hear”) is a term for understanding: when the thoughtful person contemplates and
fixes his thought firmly on how He set aside the higher and lower beings to be truly “Havayah our
G-d.”
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And the soul, “a part of G-d,” descended from so high a place to a very low place, to be clothed
within the vital soul; in view of which it is fitting that his soul and spirit should pine away for Him.
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Then he will reach the level of “You shall love Havayah your G-d,” which is an intransitive verb
(po’el omed), that you will want Havayah to be your G-d, and also a transitive verb (po’el yotze), that

you will make the love above, as it is written, “I have loved you,” says Havayah.
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That is: that his soul will blaze with a powerful love, like “flashes of fire, a flame,” to be nullified and
included in His light, through the love that comes from above, as it is written, “Tell me, you whom
my soul loves.” And from this he will rise and reach the level of “with all your might (me’odecha)”:

me’od (very much), without limit or end, a love that is above Daas (knowledge).
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And this is what is said: “He reveals deep things out of darkness, and brings the shadow of death
out to light.” That is: by revealing in his heart “deep things out of darkness,” the level of “Havayah
our G-d,” from the level of “He made darkness His hiding place,” darkness is of itself turned into
light, “and He brings the shadow of death out to light”: the aspect of the evil in his soul, which is

turned to good.
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Now, in the early generations, in whom evil did not prevail so much, the Shema alone was enough
for them to nullify their evil completely. Not so now, in the footsteps of Mashiach (ikvesa
diMeshicha), when evil grows very strong, and it is impossible to nullify it
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completely through the Shema alone. Therefore [the Sages] instituted the eighteen blessings. And
baruch (“blessed”) is a term for flow and drawing down: we ask that the level of “You” (Atah), in di-
rect address, Havayah our G-d, be drawn down and flow, so that it be within us, revealed in our

hearts; and then, of itself, the evil will be nullified completely, as darkness is nullified, etc.,
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as mentioned above. And in the blessing “Forgive us,” the meaning is not out of fear of punish-
ment, that He forgive us so that He not punish us, G-d forbid. Rather, its meaning is like the analo-
gy of a person who asks his fellow for pardon and forgiveness: that his will toward him be revealed

through the arousal of his compassion.

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/ki-seitzei/4/ 10
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So we ask for the revelation of His will through the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy, which are called
“thirteen rivers of pure balsam,” which purify and whiten the sins of Israel, so that there will be no

separating screens in the revelation of His will, may He be blessed.
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Now, the days of Elul are set apart for the arousal of the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy, and on Yom

Kippur there is the revelation of the Will; as when Israel sinned with the Calf, forgiveness was an-
nounced to them on Yom Kippur, for then is the revelation of the Will.
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Now, the level of the great love (ahavah rabbah) mentioned above, the level of “with all your

might,” is of greater eminence and power, far higher than the love of the soul before it came into

this world.
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And it comes specifically through the refinement of the vital soul and the nullification of the evil
within it, as it is written, “He reveals deep things out of darkness,” and like “the advantage of light

from darkness,” specifically,
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as is explained elsewhere. And this is the purpose of the soul’s descent into this world: to refine and

whiten the evil in the animal soul, so that it will attain this great love.
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The explanation of this: since the root of the vital soul is a very high level, as it is written, “And

b

these are the kings,” etc., “in the land of Edom, before any king reigned over the children of

Israel,” only it fell, in the breaking of the vessels, into many concealments and contractions (tz-
imtzumim), which cover and hide the unity of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He,
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therefore, when the aspect of the evil in it is refined and separated out through the G-dly soul, it
will of itself reach the great love mentioned above, with greater eminence,
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as before its descent. And this is [the meaning of] “and the firstborn son is the hated one’s”: that
specifically from the animal soul, which is “hated,” there comes to be “the firstborn son,” “before

any king reigned.”
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Now, lasniah (“the hated one’s”) is written with a yud, an expression that points to something else.
And this is Mount Sinai, from which hatred descended to the worshippers of stars and constella-
tions: to despise evil utterly, through the revelation of the Will and the love that is above Daas

(knowledge).
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