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“This Day Havayah Your G-d Commands You”
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“This day Havayah your G-d commands you to do these statutes and the ordinances; and you shall
keep and do them with all your heart and with all your soul.” “You have caused Havayah to say this
day,” etc., “and Havayah has caused you to say this day,” etc.
NM>ONY TIR°T TPYRDY AwNDD 9210 XIPRTT 21WH 01° AR 2900 KDY T 0100 w170D 1A
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To understand the meaning of “this day,” when it does not say which day: [it is] because the verse is
connected to the section above it, which ends “a land flowing with
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milk and honey.” For before they entered the land there was the making of a covenant over the ac-

ceptance of the Torah, “besides the covenant which He made with them at Chorev”; and this is [the

meaning of] “this day,” etc., that is, at the time of their entry into the land.
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Therefore “and honey. This day Havayah”: their initial letters are one combination of [the letters
of] Havayah, for the vav of “and honey” in the first section is joined to the verse below it, since it is

all one matter.
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Now, the level of the Land of Israel is the level of the Oral Torah. For the level of Israel is the level of
“man” (adam).
7910 12 RIT DR TARY .2N22W 7710 11 7137 QTR AR NAT X0ON MnT 5571 w»’nd RIM
539 0177 PR M2 19 Byaw
This is as it is written, “And upon the likeness of the throne was a likeness as the appearance of a
man,” etc.; and this is the Written Torah. And the Land of Israel is the level of the Oral Torah, the
level of “and the earth is My footstool”
X7 (72 Pyaw] 7YV 7INT °1°T POYW o by Ax] B”YR °D (N°PWRD2 979 °RDD DAWA 1772 7T YY)
N1 990 171 D¢ [mwy] WY *°122
(and see on this in the discourse beginning “The heavens are My throne,” at the beginning of
Parshas Bereishis). For although the main body of the laws of the Oral Torah is at the level of physi-
cal action, nevertheless it is
RIP1 T3 DIPRD 123 DIpRn Awabna 77w KPR DI 0IR OnaR awyn 7107 97 a2 1nd
0371 290 Nt PR

like the level of the foot and the final deed in relation to the level of “man” mentioned above; only

that it descended and was enclothed, from a high place to a low place. And it is called “a land flow-

ing with milk and honey.”

qwnI D31 771N YL 07 M MPONn 12 WO B2 79 0 PIND NN 9N nnn abm waT 0
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For “honey and milk are under your tongue,” and these are the secrets of the Torah, because there
is sweetness in it; and these are the very reasons of the Torah. And all of it is drawn and flows forth
from the level of “land” mentioned above.
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For “last in deed, first in thought”; and it is impossible to grasp the reasons of the Torah and its se-

crets except through knowledge of the Oral Torah,

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/ki-savo/ 4
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as, for example, a king who builds a magnificent building: it is impossible to grasp his wisdom and

hiswill in the building unless that building is completed in its wholeness.
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Now, this wholeness and completion is in the final deed, which is according to the Oral Torah, in
which is the revelation of His will, may He be blessed.
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For according to the Written Torah it is impossible to know any law clearly without the explanation
of the Gemara: for example, the exposition of totafos in tefillin, etc., and the like;
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and how they are written, and all the details of their fine points. (And see in Iggeres HaKodesh,
near its end, in the discourse beginning “A woman of valor is the crown of her husband.” And this
is the matter of “an extra measure of understanding (binah) was given to woman,” etc., which our
Sages, of blessed memory, expounded in the fifth chapter of Niddah on the verse “And Havayah
Elokim built the rib,” etc. And see in the Zohar, Bereishis)
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(page 48b). And see what is written in Parshas Va’eira on the verse “Therefore say to the children of
Israel,” in explaining the matter of “And I will bring you to the land,” etc. And also, “And He built”
(vayiven) is a term of building, as our Sages, of blessed memory, said on the verse “And great shall

be the peace of your children (banayich)”: do not read “your children,”

13 TRM 7123 DIPNAR WY N2 7137 YT KPR WURD N°2 973 °P1 18 DYaw 1710 9 7113 KPR

but “your builders (bonayich).” For the Oral Torah is also called a “house,” as is explained else-

where; and it is known that the level of “house” has its root in a very high place, etc.

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/ki-savo/ 5
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And see what is written in Parshas Naso, at the end of the discourse beginning “Thus shall you
bless,” on the matter of “And great shall be the peace of your children,” etc. And therefore the vav
of “and honey” is joined with “this day Havayah,” so as to be in the combination of one Name

Havayah.

LJ1AWN WRA2 R MW WO D 09192 11 P12 WO 110 90 w1 1A oYY N2 v M
Now, there is the aspect of world, year and soul: for just as this aspect exists in the world, so it exists
in the year, and that is on Rosh HaShanah.
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Therefore this section is read before Rosh HaShanah, for “this day,” etc., refers to Rosh HaShanah
(see the commentary of the Ramaz on the Zohar, at the beginning of Parshas Bo) (page 32b),
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on [the words] “‘the day’: this is Rosh HaShanah.” And every year before Rosh HaShanah a
covenant must be made anew over the acceptance of the Torah, for on Rosh HaShanah is the level
of “commands you to do the statutes,” etc.
119°%MNw N2 R [mawn wxa] 77179 %D 18 '?S?:!W 1710 Oy AR 173y RIT [(mawn wxaaw] 07920 ’Dz?)
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(Because Rosh HaShanah is one matter with the Oral Torah: for Rosh HaShanah is the level of “that
you make Me King over you,” and “Malchus is the mouth; we call it the Oral Torah,” etc. Therefore,
R TIWA WRI2 99 010 710 1PRORNN WY PR 119Y 11X 71908 RIT 1D BYaw 77 naw o
(19 MWD 12N N2 RIT [mawa wraa) 772 1991 11909 1189 1902

just as in the Oral Torah there is the revelation of the Supreme Will, how the tefillin and the sukkah,
etc., are to be made, so on Rosh HaShanah there is the revelation of the Supreme Will; and there-

fore on Rosh HaShanah is the level of “commands you to do,” etc.)

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/ki-savo/ 6
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And therefore it is called Rosh HaShanah (the head of the year) and not the beginning of the year:
for just as there is the level of the head in the soul, which is head and intellect in relation to the

body, so there is the level of a head in the year, and that is Rosh HaShanah

13 WM WPN 27 K712 wURIY 119V 1137 1903 N2 RITW RMn DY ROOAT RNPAPA N3 RIT)
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(it is the level of the skull (gulgalta) that covers over the brain, which is the level of the revelation of
the Supreme Will, as is explained elsewhere on the verse “Sound the shofar at the new moon,” etc.
Now, just as in the Oral Torah there is the level of “an extra measure of understanding was given,”

etc.,
w191 AR 230 N2P11 *°12 °P1 ARTT [22 5y ax] A°YR TIWT WK 12 R°AW AR *°122 2”3 2
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so too in the level of awe, which is the level of Rosh HaShanah: even though awe is called the femi-
nine level (Nukva) in relation to love, as it is written, “a woman who fears Havayah,” and it is writ-
ten, “He remembered (zachar) His kindness,” nevertheless “this is the gate,” etc., and its root is

from the higher awe, etc.
113°27 11 P02 272 W [nawn wra] 71779 A2 3w °7 92T RAPIw el 1732 °12 R 912°7 *°122 1
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And likewise in the level of speech, which is the level of the building of Malchus, which is called
“the word of Havayah,” which is the level of Rosh HaShanah: this level of “an extra measure of un-
derstanding was given,” etc., applies to it too. And this is [the point]: what is written, “And Havayah

Elokim built the rib,” was on the sixth day of the work of creation, which is Rosh HaShanah.)

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/ki-savo/ 7
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2. Now, on Shavuos the first Tablets were given, and on Yom Kippur the second Tablets were given.
And the first Tablets were given with thunder and lightning, whereas the second Tablets were not.
The explanation is that there are two kinds of love. The first is the level of the inner dimension (pn-

imiyus) of the heart, which is called “the desire of the heart” (reusa deliba).

JPPR NN NIIOM2 72 w2 IR DEK 122 Dwn 7YY 290 NMPANNA N8 Pnaaam 6
And the second is at the level of the outer dimension (chitzoniyus), in the revelation of the heart.
By way of analogy: with a son and his father, there are two levels in his love for him.
122 X7 97 AR NTARY M2 12 79AN1nY 7971 1K 17997¥ 1N0°22 PIR BEN "W RIT OX 137 0D
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For if he dwells with his father in his house, the level and attribute of love is not yet recognizable
and revealed in him, and it is only at the level of the inner dimension of the heart. Whereas if his
father has gone far from him,

MW RITWD PaR L1POR N9 KDY WD N1AY 37 7193 123 NARA N2 PIND R¥IY 79aN1 IR
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then the level of love is revealed and goes outward, at the level of great revelation, so that his soul
thirsts and pines for him. But when he dwells with him, the love is nullified and included in the

abundant joy and delight of being in his father’s palace.

SR Dow "B 1N 990K 12 PRY MIYNT 0TIy K30 ORI YR XITW 790 0 Ay i 7
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And this is the matter of Yom Kippur, which is a semblance of the World to Come, the world of de-
light, in which there is no eating and drinking; because on it all Israel are raised to a great eleva-
tion, as it is written, “For on this day He shall atone for you,” etc., “before Havayah you shall be
purified.”

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/ki-savo/ 8
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That is, He atones for and purifies all the sins that separate, and tears all the screens, so that there
is no screen at all separating Israel from their Father in heaven.
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And this is [the meaning of| “before Havayah you shall be purified.” And then “Israel rejoices in its

Maker,” without any hindrance or disturbance whatsoever; and from the abundance of joy and de-

light the attribute of love that is in them is included and nullified, and it suffices [for it to be] at the

level of the inner dimension of the heart, in the desire of the heart (reusa deliba), alone. (As is ex-

plained in the discourse beginning “Give ear, O heavens.”)

1’?3?!5 AW WRT A RITW T DR TNO0 NOWRA I 3 AT nab 0TRa YOI 97232 1IM
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Now, in order for a person to reach this level and rung: “The beginning of wisdom is the awe of

Havayah,” which is the level of Rosh HaShanah — to bring down upon himself the level of awe, the

level of His kingship (Malchus), for we call Him “the King,” so that awe and dread of Him be upon

us

N1°957 19% 1RR I (CTIT? CAR 1772 oyb mnow on peyi] 2PWRYY 2 T DMAD M 1°°%)
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(see the Zohar, Pinchas, 214b; and see what is written above in the discourse beginning “I am my

beloved’s”). And this is [the meaning of| “Say before Me [verses of| Kingship, so that you make Me

King over you.” For

11057 NP2 TPPRRm 7O 0°A1PY DR M°3R N0 RIM 2000 0oy 95 n1oRn n1obn tan
729 5XR° By nund

it is written, “Your kingship is the kingship of all worlds,” and He, may He be blessed, leaves the

higher beings and lowers and draws down the level of His kingship below, upon Israel alone,

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/ki-savo/ 9
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as it is written, “Havayah, the G-d of Israel, is King,” and it is written, “Thus says Havayah, the

King of Israel and his Redeemer,” etc. And this is [the meaning of| “Havayah reigns; He is clothed

in majesty,” etc.,

M B1°2 [mawn wra] 179 77 IR TIWRAT QTR R921 NOWRN2 TOYND WwaAw wwn 0 Y 1w RITY
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which is the song of the sixth day: for on the sixth [day] of the work of creation the first man (Adam
HaRishon) was created, and Rosh HaShanah was then, on the sixth day, for “This day is the begin-
ning of Your works, a remembrance of the first day.”
02% MIRA 15?3 DRI 77°WA %927 DR W 13‘?1 WRIT DTN K721 12w 8
That is, on it the first man was created; and therefore he sang the words of this song, “Havayah
reigns; He is clothed in majesty.”
7702 OXNENI WASNIY 19197 N3 1°1¥ X117 72 QTINRA 5y 705M) 7PN RITW WI2D M3 NPTy D
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The meaning, by way of analogy: just as a garment conceals and covers the person, so is the matter
of the level of kingship, that He clothed and contracted Himself in many garments and contrac-

tions until He is called by the level of “King,” and so that His kingship be over Israel.

T PIM7 25N a7 $19°20 95 RPYT wRwn PR PNt TRRw 712959 1hwnl PRAwS 1Im
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Now, Israel are likened to the moon, which shines specifically at a distance from the sun. So too, as
it were, it is written, “From afar Havayah appeared to me”: through distance, the light of love for

Him, may He be blessed, shines in him, so that his soul pines for Him, to cleave to Him.

27 [2.pn] 27N M2 PINIA IMMK 2RNM 223K 7RI MBw M372 72 AR 7 P10 Py 1730)
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(And see on the matter of “From afar Havayah appeared to me” in Rabbah, Shemos, section 1, re-
garding “And his sister stood from afar”; and in the Zohar, Part II, 12a, and in the Mikdash Melech
there. This verse is also mentioned in the Zohar, Part I, 6a, 97a, 120a, 196b;

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/ki-savo/ 10
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Part II, 125b, 126a; Part III, end of 20b, 35b, 58b, 64b, 174a, 248b; as all this is recorded in the
book Beis Aharon.)

1N10%11 1NIPOR 21973 NN °9% 131892 5901 P32 8 12 705N7 I 705 °P1 MAwT R 0D

TR 12 RN T2 0IPR PITI BP0 TN 12 PR ITIRD N2 137 PI0°3) KT N2 97Ivn:

19732 127K

For Rosh HaShanah is called keseh (“covered”), for on it the new moon is covered; that is, it is nul-
lified and included in His will. For because of the revelation of His G-dliness and His kingship, the
level of awe is aroused, and the self-nullification (bittul) of will, the level of a point that has no light

at all; and with distance the light of love goes on shining in it more and more openly.
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That is, by his making himself as if he were very far from the light of His countenance, may He be
blessed, through considering all the thoughts, words and deeds that are not for G-d which passed

during the whole year;
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and through this his love for G-d will be revealed outwardly, at the level of “their heart cried out,”
more than in all the year. For during all the year it is like the analogy of the father who has gone far
from his son, as mentioned above; but of the Ten Days of Teshuvah it is written, “Call upon Him

while He is near.”

R 1327 9N01 PANIY XOR 217p RIPIY 729N 1% NAWY 19K (79735 onaot wwnsn] 27T 0N
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And our Sages, of blessed memory, expounded: “These are the Ten Days of Teshuvah,” when He is
called “near,” only that He has gone far and hidden from him. And this is like, for example, a son

who is with his father in his house,

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/ki-savo/ 11
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only that the father hides his face from him, so that his son will take the love to heart and his love

will be revealed with greater force. And when the son recognizes that the father is here and is hid-

ing his face from him,

M2 RITY 72N O10° NAWY2 11997 113K 07IRIRY 11 N0 71903 9133 AN2IR PTAN RTIA MIN
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then his love will certainly grow, at the level of greater revelation. And this is why we say “Our
Father, our King” during the Ten Days of Teshuvah: it is the level of the revelation of love, at the
level of “their heart cried out”: “Father, Father!”
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Now, just as the moon, as it moves away from the light of the sun, goes around in its circuit until it
returns and reaches the light of the sun, so, as it were, through distance, in that we make ourselves

as though far away, the light of love goes on circling upon us, until
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on Yom Kippur we return and rise to a great and mighty elevation, until we come to be “before
Havayah,” where the love is at the level of the inner dimension of the heart and is included and
nullified in rejoicing in G-d; because then, on Yom Kippur, the Community of Israel (Knesses
Yisrael) are at the level of “face” (panim). And see below, in the discourse beginning “On the eighth

day he sent.”

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/ki-savo/ 12
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3. However, it is impossible to reach this level and rung, the level of “face” mentioned above, ex-
cept through searching and examining one’s deeds during the Ten Days of Teshuvah, as it is writ-
ten, “Seek My face”: that it be like a lost object that is sought, which one must search after, and [so

one must] examine one’s deeds, as mentioned above.
R R 010 MARIY D9pPn 592 95 "1 '[’u'le ’71 N°722 T]:S?’? 121 09910 0 00281 AnX 1N
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And this is [the meaning of] “You are standing this day, all of you,” etc., “that you may pass into the
covenant of Havayah your G-d,” etc.: for wherever “this day” is said, it is Rosh HaShanah. And on

Rosh HaShanah He passes the covenant into you, which is the bond in the inner point of the heart
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(for although on Rosh HaShanah there is the drawing down of the level of awe, as mentioned

above, nevertheless “its inside is inlaid with love,” only that the love is in the inner dimension of

the heart alone, in the manner of “and rejoice with trembling”; and as is explained below on the

verse “Iwill greatly rejoice in Havayah; my soul shall exult in my G-d,” etc.; see there).
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And it is called a “covenant” because it is impossible to cleave to Him in the inner dimension of the

heart (even though this level certainly exists in every soul of Israel)
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unless He removes the foreskin of the heart, as it is written, “You shall circumcise the foreskin of
your heart.” And the foreskin is the attachment to cravings and the other physical things of the

world. And as long as he has upon him this level of
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foreskin in his heart, it covers and hides from him the light of His countenance, [keeping him]

from cleaving to Him in the inner dimension of his heart, since his outer dimension is bound and
attached to the vanities of the world. (And see in Parshas Shelach, on the verse “gathering wood.”)
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And this is [the meaning of] “into the covenant of Havayah your G-d”: that is, that the bond be that
the level of Havayah becomes “your G-d,” your own, so that you are nullified to Him from the depth
of the heart.
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And this is what Jeremiah the prophet said: “Remove the foreskin of your heart and circumcise
yourselves to Havayah.” The meaning is that he taught the people knowledge, that a person’s heart
should not fall within him when he sees the outer dimension of his heart bound to the physicality
of the world, so that he says, G-d forbid, “We are cut off; our hope is lost.”
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Rather, “remove the foreskin of your heart”: that is, in each and every one of Israel there is the lev-
el of the inner dimension of the heart; only, since the foreskin rules over his outer dimension, the
inner dimension too is hidden and concealed within him.
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But when you remove the foreskin, the covenant and the bond will of itself be revealed, in “circum-
cise yourselves to Havayah”; and then even the outer dimension of his heart will be openly for
G-d, like flashes of fire, a flame that rises of itself.

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/ki-savo/ 14
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(And this is the matter of “and unify our hearts,” as is explained in the discourse beginning “Who
has counted”; and see what is written in Parshas Bereishis, at the end of the discourse beginning
“To understand the matter of the blessings,” that for this reason there must be the drawing down of

the seal, etc.; see there.
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And from this the matter of the seal of Yom Kippur will be understood: because Yom Kippur is the
level of the inner dimension of the heart, therefore we merit then the level of the seal, which is the
level of “and unify our hearts” (see there); and it is also the level of the seal with “Blessed” of the

Oral Torah, as is explained there on the matter of “Seal the Torah among My disciples.”
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And this is the matter of the making of the covenant over the acceptance of the Torah before Rosh
HaShanah, which includes that the study of Torah be for its own sake, in the manner of “If he mer-
its, it becomes for him an elixir of life,” etc.; and upon this the completion of the seal is drawn
down on Yom Kippur, etc. And see what is written in Parshas Eikev on the matter of “and he must

mention covenant and Torah in the blessing of the land.”)
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And this is [the meaning of] “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness,” which at first
glance is not understood: surely He has no likeness of a body, G-d forbid! And also, what is [the

meaning of] “in our image,” in the plural?

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/ki-savo/ 15
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It will be understood through what was said above. For the Holy One, blessed be He, is “hidden and

revealed.” The meaning of “revealed” is as it is written, “You have been shown, to know that

Havayah is G-d; there is none else besides Him,”
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because it is seen with the sight of the senses that “all before Him is considered as nothing,” and
He constantly brings them into being and gives them life from nothing to something; and were His

life-force to withdraw for an instant, they would revert to being nothing and utter nullity.
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If so, the nothingness and nullity in them is constantly seen, and “the glory of Havayah is re-

vealed” openly, for “there is nothing besides Him.” Yet even so, He is “the most hidden of all hid-

” ¢«

den,” “no thought can grasp Him.” And see what is written on this in the discourse beginning “And

you shall know this day.”
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So too He made man with two hearts, the levels of the inner and the outer dimension mentioned

above. (In Rabbah the verse “Let us make man” is brought in Bereishis, at the end of section 8; at

the beginning of Parshas Chukas; Parshas Va’eschanan; and in Koheles, on the verse “For there is

not a righteous man.”
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Zohar, Part I, 22a, 23a, 34b, and see there 47a; Part II, 55a, 120a; Part I1I, 12a, 33b, end of 35b, and
see there in the Ramaz; 42a, 104a, and see there in the Ramaz; 219b, 238b, 278b.)
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And this is [the meaning of] “and you shall keep and do them with all your heart,” that is, with the

two hearts mentioned above; and this is the level of “in our image,” for “image” (tzelem) is the lev-

el of the very essence and being itself; and see what is written in the discourse beginning

SNWY NP1 D937 W1 NDOWT wal MYl CNY U qwal 552 121 RI7 1201737 RN %D
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“When you go out.” And “after our likeness” is the matter of “with all your soul”: for there are two

souls, the intellectual soul and the speaking, life-giving soul; and the two souls are at the level of

letters,
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only that this one is the level of the letters of thought, and that one the level of the letters of speech.
And this is [the meaning of] “and with all your soul”: that one must be entirely for G-d with both
souls;
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that is, to deepen his mind in the Torah with all his intellect, as far as the hand of his intellect
reaches, so that he be wholly bound and attached to the Torah of G-d, to cleave to Him;
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and also that his speech be in the Torah, to draw down the power of the Supernal Thought from
concealment into revelation in his mouth, in his speech in the study of Torah. And this is [the
meaning of] “after our likeness”: for the letters have the level of a likeness and a form, which de-
picts the intellect and clothes it, and is not the essence and being of the thing itself.
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And this is [the meaning of] “You have caused Havayah to say this day”: for he’emarta is a transi-
tive verb; that is to say, you have caused G-d to say this utterance, “in our image, after our

likeness.”
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For through his toiling in the Torah and bringing it out with his mouth, he draws down from con-
cealment into revelation the word of G-d, to say the utterance “Let us make man in our image,”

etc.,
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as is known, that “through an arousal from below (isarusa dilesata),” etc., and “breath brings
breath,” etc. (And see what is written on the matter of “You have caused Havayah to say” in the dis-
course beginning “To My mare among Pharaoh’s chariots,” on the Song of Songs, and on the verse
“And I will betroth you to Me.”)
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And why all this? In order “to be your G-d”: that is, that He be your own G-d; that is, that the matter
of His G-dliness be firmly fixed in your thought and in your heart, to be nullified and included in

His will, may He be blessed. “And Havayah has caused you to say this day”:
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for He will give His speech to you, to engage in give-and-take in the word of the Omnipresent, as it
is written, “And I have put My words in your mouth”; and through this you will be raised to a great
elevation.
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(And see what is written on this matter in the discourse beginning “This is the statute of the Torah,”
and in the second discourse on the verse “On the eighth day, a solemn assembly”; and see on the
matter of “and Havayah has caused you to say” in Rabbah, Ki Sisa, at the beginning of section 45.)

“And to set you high above all the nations,” etc.
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That is, the nations and enemies within you: to subdue them, so that there be no hindrance from
within or from without, and so that the wisdom and understanding of the Infinite One (Ein Sof),
blessed be He, shine in you (and see Rabbah, Vayishlach, section 75). And this is [the meaning of]

“for praise (tehillah), and for a name (shem), and for glory (tiferes)”:
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for tehillah is from the term “when His lamp shone (b’hilo),” which is a term of light: the level of

Chochmabh, sight. And “name” is the level of Binah, which is called “the great Name.” And tiferes is

the level of Daas, which includes Chesed and Gevurah, etc.
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(And see in the Zohar on Mishpatim) (page 123a) that Daas is called by the name tiferes; and also as
the Ramaz writes at the beginning of Parshas Vayikra, that “Daas testifies in the face”; and in the

Idra Zuta (end of page 293b): “and from this his face shines,” etc.
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And this is the level of “May Havayah make His face shine upon you,” from which is drawn “To You
my heart said, ‘Seek My face,’” the desire of the heart (reusa deliba), etc.; and as is explained above
on the verse “When you go out,” and in Parshas Vayeitzei, in the discourse beginning “If you do not

know,” etc.
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And see on the matter of “for praise” in what is written below on the verse “will cause right-
eousness and praise to sprout before all the nations,” and on the matter of “the great Name,” on

the verse “I,” etc., of the section of tzitzis; and on the verse “See, 1,” etc.
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The Matter of Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur
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The matter of Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur. “And Havayah Elokim cast a deep sleep upon the

man,” “and Havayah Elokim built the rib,” etc. And our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “This

teaches that He gave an extra [measure of] understanding (binah),” etc.
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The matter is that on Rosh HaShanah the intellect (mochin) is made for Nukva (the feminine) not
through Z’eir Anpin (the emotive attributes), but rather from Binah (understanding) itself. And this
is the matter of the tzimtzum (contraction): the level of a great light,
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like Binah, drawn into the level of Malchus (sovereignty), as it is written, “Havayah reigns; He is
clothed in majesty.” And therefore “the new moon is covered on it,” which is the level of the self-

nullification (bittul) of will;
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that is, the bittul of the very essence of the soul out of awe, and the level of love has no place there.

But in the Ten Days of Teshuvah it is called “From afar Havayah appeared to me.”
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For the level of love is revealed because of the distance of place, since the light there is not so much
in revelation; for after all, it is not a Yom Tov, since on every Yom Tov there is a revelation of the

mochin of Abba and Imma (Chochmah and Binah) in Nukva.
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But they are through Z’eir Anpin, which is not so on Rosh HaShanah. (And see what is written in the
explanation on the verse “And it shall be, from new moon to new moon.”) And [this is| not because
of a revelation of the illuminations of the mochin themselves, for it is written, “whenever we call to
Him,” and not to His attributes, but rather because of a revelation of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof),
blessed be He.
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And because the illumination of the mochin is more exalted, therefore it is a Yom Tov; which is not
so with the illumination of the emotive attributes (middos), in which the light shines through dis-
tance of place more than [in] the mochin, because the illumination in it is only for the rectification

of the middos, to return them face to face.
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And this is the matter of the sawing (nesirah). (See in the discourse beginning “For Avraham does
not know us”; and in man himself, too, the vital soul desires, etc., but in the intellect, etc. And see
on this matter of back to back and face to face, on the verse “Remember what Amalek did to you,”

etc., “behind you,” etc.; see there.)
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And so too below, in Israel as a whole, it is a time of teshuvah: “Call upon Him while He is near.”
And this is [the meaning of] what is written (in Malachi, chapter 3), “Return to Me, and I will return
to you,” that is, face to face;
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but it is not the illumination of the mochin. And therefore the terms “something” (yesh) and “a
thing” (davar) apply to it, the level of love, etc.: that there be (yesh) someone who loves, etc.
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However, there are two levels of love, which are the revealed Chasadim (kindnesses) and the con-
cealed Chasadim. And the concealed ones are above, in the Yesod (foundation) of Imma,
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for there they are bound up in the world of delight, since there is the revelation of Atik. (And see
what is written on the matter of the concealed and the revealed Chasadim in the explanation on the
verse “These are the journeys,” and in the explanation on the verse “And the number of the chil-

dren of Israel shall be.”)
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And this is the matter of Yom Kippur, “Before Havayah you shall be purified”: that Nukva receives
the five Gevuros, etc. And all the ascents are by way of Imma, up to the Beard (dikna), etc.; and this
is the level of the heart’s desire (re’usa d’liba), etc. Whereas the revealed ones are after they come

out into revelation, etc.

.99 539y 11773 wrRYY 10 TI0° P2 973 v Dww "D 10 A% OW W mina 1oynk mam

Now above, in the chest (chazeh), there is a union (zivug), etc., because there, too, there is the level

of Yesod, etc. And see what is written in the discourse beginning “The eyes of all.”
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And this is the matter of the point of the inner dimension (pnimiyus) of the heart and its bond, to
cleave to Him. And in the descent (hishtalshelus) below, through its being enclothed in the outer
dimension (chitzoniyus), there hovers over it the level of a foreskin (orlah): “the foreskin of your
heart.”
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Therefore the Ten Days of Teshuvah [come] before Yom Kippur: to remove the level of foreskin
mentioned above through “Let us search our ways,” etc. And then the inner dimension of the heart

will be revealed, etc.
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And this is [the meaning of] “in Our image, after Our likeness.” For the image (tzelem) of Z’eir

Anpin is from the level of the concealed and revealed Chasadim mentioned above, and their source

is from Abba and Imma, etc., for the tzelem, etc., [is] the level of “hidden and revealed,” etc.
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And so it is higher and higher, up to the loftiest heights, without end, etc.; and even above the par-

tition (parsa), etc.; and even in Adam Kadmon, etc.
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And “after Our likeness” is the level of Leah and Rachel. Leah is the intellectual soul, from the back

(achorayim) of Imma; and Rachel is the vital soul, which gives life to worlds, etc.,
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for they themselves are the level of the likeness and form of letters, etc., and they enclothe Z’eir
Anpin. And this is [the meaning of] “with all your heart”: the level of the image (tzelem) mentioned

above; and “with all your soul”: the level of the souls, “after Our likeness,” mentioned above.
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And this is the matter of the Oral Torah, the level of speech, etc. And this is [the meaning of] “You
have caused Havayah to say this day,” etc. For at the time of the creation of the world, “and there
was no man,” etc., [it was] “when it arose in His will,” etc.;
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but now, through the deeds of the lower beings, etc. And according to the measure of the raising of
mayin nukvin (feminine waters) through our deeds and our service in Torah and prayer through-
out the whole year, “spirit brings spirit and draws down spirit” from above, from concealment
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into revelation, in the utterance “Let us make man in Our image, after Our likeness,” so that there
be the level of Rosh HaShanah, King over all of man. And this is [the meaning of] “that you make

Me King over you.” For the souls arose in the Supreme Thought.
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And just as they bring their thought out from potential into actuality in the speech of Torah study
and prayer, so “You have caused Havayah to say this day,” etc.
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That is to say: that He should say this utterance, “Let us make man,” etc. For the level of the Oral
Torah and the level of Rosh HaShanah are one matter, the level of speech, the level of Nukva, etc.

“And Havayah has caused you to say,” etc.:
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for of this raising of mayin nukvin it is written (Psalms 147), “He has not done so,” etc. And the

souls arose in thought because
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G-d is the One who gives them power in their speech, “He set them in the mouth,” etc., “for praise,
for a name and for glory,” that they make mochin for Nukva, the level of Chochmah, Binah and

Daas, etc. And this suffices for one who understands.
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“Because you did not serve Havayah your G-d with joy”
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“Because you did not serve Havayah your G-d with joy,” etc. Now, to understand [this]: is this not
[one of] the levels of the righteous, as it is written, “Rejoice, you righteous, in Havayah,” etc.? And

how can every person reach it?
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However, there are two levels in the service of G-d: the attribute of day and the attribute of night,
the level of Yaakov and the level of Yisrael; and in particular terms, they are the level of Torah and
the level of prayer.
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(See what is written about the attribute of day and the attribute of night in the discourse beginning
“Sing and rejoice,” regarding “song in the evening and joy in the morning”; and in the discourse
beginning “The matter of Chanukah,” regarding “in the morning it is written ‘when he makes [the
lamps] good,’” and toward evening it is written ‘when he raises [them]’”; and at the end of the dis-
course beginning “To understand the matter of the blessings”; [and] at the end of the discourse be-

ginning “Know this day.” And see the Zohar, Part I, 174a, on the matter of Yaakov and Yisrael.)
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The explanation is this: our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “The time for Torah is one thing and
the time for prayer is another,” for prayer is called “the life of the hour” and Torah “eternal life.”
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And to understand the matter of prayer, of which it is written, “And Avraham rose early in the

morning”: that is, the hidden love in the heart of each and every one of Israel is in concealment

and hiddenness, in a state of sleep, and it must be awakened from its sleep, as it is written, “if you

awaken (ta’iru),” with one reish, “and if you arouse (te’oreru),” with two reishes.
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That is: “if you awaken,” with one reish, is the outer dimension (chitzoniyus) of the heart, and “if

you arouse,” with two reishes, is the inner dimension (pnimiyus) of the heart; see the Likkutei

Torah of the Arizal, of blessed memory, on Song of Songs.
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“The love, until it desires” (see the Zohar, Part 11, 9a, 146b; Tikkunei Zohar, Tikkun 30): for there is
a time and a season for the desire and longing of the hidden love mentioned above, namely, at

Shacharis.
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And this is [the meaning of] “And Avraham rose early in the morning” (see the Zohar, Part I, 72a,
203a, 247b; Part 111, Vayikra, 22b, the end of 52b, the end of 204a, 242a).

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/ki-savo/ 28



LIKKUTEI TORAH - PARSHAS KI SAVO - MAAMAR 3 12 Anne2 j’P‘?N 1 DR N7y X% WX nnn

T9YR? MIPPNOM NI°Ma3 RO PW TAWRRIY 1w QTR Dwnk 1md RIT AR DY 10w 10

555 1MIn3 Nw21PR 7R MR

The sleep of this love is like, for example, a person who is asleep, whose thought is in a state of

withdrawal above the mind and is not enclothed in his mind at all;
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and therefore dreams are mere imaginings (see what is written in the discourse beginning “A

song,” etc., “we were like dreamers”). But when he wakes, this thought enters into the mind and is
enclothed within his mind, to think with [his thoughts] as he wishes.
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Whereas in a dream there is no choice or will at all. So too is the matter with this love when it is in a
state of sleep: even though he remembers G-d in his heart and knows in a general way that “the
whole earth is full of His glory,”
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nevertheless he can commit a sin, which is against His will, may He be blessed, and even at that
very moment, as our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “The thief at the mouth of the tunnel calls
upon the Merciful One,” that he succeed in his theft.
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This is because this remembrance is only by way of imagination and a mere passing over the mind,

and it is not enclothed in his mind and does not enter into it.
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And a person must awaken the love from its sleep and bring it into his mind and his thought,

through much contemplation, from the beginning of the prayer until the reading of the Shema.
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The contemplation in prayer is how He, may He be blessed, is “El Olam” (G-d, world) and not “El

HaOlam” (G-d of the world): for the world is not a thing in its own right;
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rather, they are the aspect of a spreading forth of illumination and radiance from His light, may He
be blessed, like the radiance of the sun: [a radiance] that shone forth from Him, may He be blessed,

when it arose in His will to create the world.
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By way of analogy: like the spiritual power of growth in the earth, from which grasses, trees and

fruits grow. Certainly the fruit that grows, which is physical, is not of the being and essence of the

spiritual power of growth,
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but only an illumination that spreads forth from the essence and being of the spiritual power of
growth. And this illumination became so coarse and so physical that it became a physical fruit,
with tastes the palate can sense, sweetness and so on, something of a kind that is not
mhlak! mP?J'? M3 DIPRR D°JWRIT D0 MLWANT 11D 1T Muwani PRI ,299 53mN2 Ry
oonnw
found in the spiritual at all. And this spreading forth is not like the spreading forth of water that
flows from a high place to a low place, where of the water
NrenEa 595 9011 XD A¢IBT CAMA 192 7RYH DPO IWRAT 0PRIPna 0N IR XD D°OwnIT
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that has flowed, nothing at all remains in its first place; whereas the spiritual power of growth is not
diminished at all by the growing of the fruit, and it can grow [fruit] again, many times without

number.
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Therefore the sages of truth called this spreading forth by the name “illumination,” like, for exam-
ple, a person’s thoughts, which are drawn forth from his soul and his neshamah, which take up no
space at all, and [there is] no change or diminution at all in his soul because of the thoughts, and it

can think thoughts without end.
’N° 1731 PR 0°081N PRI 2°Wn K23 PR K211 °N° 1nn MLWHNM "IN rak\ih ooy 72

19 091917 KI23W 0TIP RIT 7INRY ON°3W KD 11 %R W7RD [oow on] 1711 M2 13 1K)

So the world is only an illumination and a spreading forth from Him, may He be blessed, and “all
before Him is considered as nothing,” and they take up no space in relation to Him, may He be
blessed, and there is no change in Him, G-d forbid, as it is written, “I am Havayah, I have not

changed,” and “You are He before the world was created,” etc.
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(And see what is written about this in the discourse beginning “The voice of my beloved,” on Song
of Songs.) And with this one arouses the love in prayer. And this is what we say: “Give thanks to

Havayah, call upon His Name,” etc.
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That is, we give thanks for this: that G-d is “El Olam,” as mentioned above. And see what is written

”»

in the discourse beginning “Return, O Israel, unto,
G-d, King of the world.”

regarding “Blessed are You, Havayah, our
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The whole of the prayer revolves around this matter, for one must go back over it many times, until
it is fixed in his heart as actual sight; and each and every one should dwell on this at length accord-

ing to his intellect: one whose mind is more coarse must go into it more deeply.
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And the requests in the midst of the Pesukei DeZimra and the praises were instituted by the Men of

the Great Assembly because there are accusations against a person, and they judge him whether he

is worthy of this;
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and also because there are many hindrances and causes that distract a person from this contem-
plation. And about this we ask for mercy: “Save Your people,” etc., “and tend them and carry
them,” etc.,
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“And He, being merciful,” etc. (And see what is written about this in Parshas Pinchas, at the end of
the discourse beginning “Command the children of Israel.”) And the whole matter until the Shema

is to awaken the love; and in the Shema we say, “Havayah our G-d ... One.”
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And it is stated in the Gemara that the men of Yericho would “wrap together” the Shema, and would
not interrupt between “One” and “And you shall love” with anything else, because
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they depend on each other: according to the measure of one’s contemplation of His unity, may He
be blessed, so will the attribute of love be aroused. Therefore they would “wrap together” the
Shema, etc. But the halachah does not follow the men of Yericho, for “Blessed be the Name of the
glory of His kingdom forever and ever” is not an interruption, because this, too, is the secret of

“ One- »

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/ki-savo/ 32



LIKKUTEI TORAH - PARSHAS KI SAVO - MAAMAR 3 12 Anne2 j’P‘?N 1 DR N7y X% WX nnn

(W bW wIN2 7772 1 wrny) YA ARNN RTIN? P 1131 DK 9919912 TART K19 RT3

And “va’ed” (“and ever”) is the secret of “One” (echad) through an exchange of letters, etc., and it
is called the lower unity (yichuda tata’ah), as is known. (And see what is written about this in the

discourse beginning “In the third month.”)
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2. Now, there are two kinds of love. [One is] a love that comes about of itself through contemplation
of “Havayah is One”; it is like a flame that rises of itself and burns like flashes of fire, and there is
nothing at all that it seeks.
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(This is as is written in Sefer Shel Beinonim, Part I, at the end of chapter 10: “and not only in order
to cleave to Him, may He be blessed, to quench the thirst of their soul that thirsts for G-d; rather,

9

‘Who is a chassid? One who acts with kindness toward his Maker,’” etc.; see there.
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And see the discourse beginning “It is written, ‘How beautiful and how pleasant you are, love, in
delights.’” And see what is written below, at the end of the discourse beginning “And you shall offer
a burnt-offering, a fire-offering,” regarding “and this level is called by the name olah (burnt-offer-

ing), because it rises (olah) of itself,” etc.; see there.)

DRIV TARY TR £ 292 w0 110712 P20 PN YANY R NCIW 130K

And the second love is that one desires and longs to cleave to Him, may He be blessed; and this is

in the heart of each and every one of Israel.
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And this is [the meaning of] “And you shall love”: that is, that you should desire that Havayah be
your G-d, as is known. (Whereas the first love is the distinction and level of the elevated ones (bnei
aliyah), as is written in Sefer Shel Beinonim there, and in the discourse beginning “How beautiful,”
mentioned above; and of this it is said, “Rejoice, you righteous, in Havayah.” And see the end of the

discourse beginning “This they shall give,” etc., “half a shekel.”)
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And this is the acceptance of the kingdom of Heaven in the Shema; only, it is impossible to cleave

to Him, may He be blessed, for “no thought can grasp Him,” since He, may He be blessed, is “hid-

den of all the hidden ones” and “concealed of all the concealed ones.”
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That is: there are worlds that are called “hidden ones,” and they are above the level of the World to
Come, and He, may He be blessed, is hidden and concealed from them, for they do not grasp Him;

and likewise “concealed of all the concealed ones” — except through the Torah.
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And this is [the meaning of] “And you shall speak of them,” etc.: that in the letters of the Torah
there is enclothed a spreading forth and illumination from Him, may He be blessed, as in the anal-
ogy of the power of growth and the letters of thought mentioned above; as is explained regarding
the manna,
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“for a dew of lights is your dew,” and it became physical, until “they pounded it in a mortar,” etc.
And see what is written about this in Parshas Eikev, at the end of the discourse beginning “And He
fed you the manna.”
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And this is [the meaning of] “and the Torah is light”: that it is an illumination from the Infinite One
(Ein Sof), blessed be He. Accordingly, there should be great joy in occupying oneself with the Torah
and the mitzvos, for through this one quenches his thirst: his desire and longing to cleave to Him,

may He be blessed.
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And as is written about this at length in the discourse beginning “Command the children of Israel,”

etc., “My offering, My bread,” regarding the burning of the fats upon the altar, and regarding “The

precepts of Havayah are upright, gladdening the heart.” And of this it is said, “Because you did not

serve,” etc.,
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“with joy and with gladness of heart” (and see the Zohar, Part I, 116a, 177a): for this level of joy,

from the service in Torah and mitzvos through which one quenches his thirst — every person can

reach it, as mentioned above.
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However, there are two levels in the study of Torah. One is immediately after prayer, when one has
aroused the love and studies the Torah with a thirsting soul, like one who thirsts for water; and then

he is certainly joyful in his service.
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And see what is written in the discourse beginning “Binding his foal to the vine,” regarding “for de-
light belongs after the fulfillment of the will,” etc.; see there.
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And the second level is when one has fallen from the level of love, whether a man of business when

he is occupied with his business, or one who dwells in the tent, etc.
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Even so, he can make himself joyful in his study through contemplating that the Torah is the

Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, and “the Torah and the Holy One, blessed be He, are all

one.” Even though he is far from G-d, at the utmost distance, since
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he is occupied with the matters of the world and with commerce, nevertheless, since he is within
what is permitted (heter), he can return to G-d and to His service, since he is not bound (asur) and
tied in the hands of the external forces; and therefore it is called by the name heter, that is to say,
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like, for example, a person who has been handed over into the hand of his enemy, only he is not
imprisoned and can walk about, and it is possible for him to escape — unless he has stumbled in
something forbidden, G-d forbid; and if he has stumbled, then he has no remedy except through

thoughts of teshuvah in truth, as is written elsewhere.
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On the contrary: the more he contemplates well how far he is from G-d, by recognizing his place

and knowing his worth — that even if he is one who dwells in the tent, etc.,
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for, after all, he can speak idle words in the middle of his study with nothing to stop him; all the
more so if he has stumbled in something forbidden through the sins of youth, for “a person knows
his own soul”;

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/ki-savo/ 36



LIKKUTEI TORAH - PARSHAS KI SAVO - MAAMAR 3 12 Anne2 "1’|71?N 1 DR N7y X% WX nnn

TPIRW 717 991 N1 PPN 09910 AN 1WA WY KD V7Y OR 12WN WYY 97700 AR
,02192 K123 R 112 09790 118Y DOW" ORMI 1°39Y3 7121 75717 1838y NN 1PIv2 pony™

and even if he has had thoughts [of teshuvah| and done teshuvah, if he has not yet done complete

teshuvah and the mortifications that cleanse more — and the more he dwells at length and goes

deeply into his own lowliness, and is despicable in his own eyes, contemptible, and makes himself

like leftovers: why was he created in the world? —
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then the joy of the soul in occupying himself with the Torah will be double and redoubled, with sur-
passing elevation (and see Sefer Shel Beinonim, chapters 31 and 34, and the end of the discourse
beginning “And Yitzchak’s servants dug,” on the matter of “a well of living water”). And sadness is
when he seeks great things specifically: to reach the level of Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai, whose

Torah was his occupation,
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as he said, “With one bond I am bound [to Him]; the soul is held fast in Him, aflame in Him,” etc.
That is, he was not in a state of sleep and did not need to arouse the love, and therefore he was ex-

empt from prayer.
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And this is what is written, “and passes over transgression for the remnant of His heritage”: for one
who makes himself like leftovers — the matter of the great intensity of lowliness mentioned above
— the Torah, the Infinite Light, blessed be He, “passes over transgression,” so that his

transgressions
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take up no space at all. It is like the analogy of the shining of the sun’s light upon the earth: in the
place where the shining of the light comes to an end, there the warmth of the sun’s light is greater;
so that right on the earth it is hotter, while high up in the air there is a mountain of snow, etc.
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And so, by way of analogy, with the illumination of the light of Torah: it is greater in one who is at
the level of leftovers and superfluous in the world, etc. And this is [the meaning of] “and passes
over transgression,”

772 R”1P2 IRI2NT QYWD 7T 0O9MIR 1Y W 997 ana w191 KDY o000 2TA1 SNRLA Y Zal
2992 R IR 997 w1 M DX '|.T'I1L.»'S7|'l:!

provided only that “my sin is ever before me,” and that he not be enclothed in them [as if they
were| an upright way, in the manner of “fools, because of the way of their transgression,” as is ex-
plained elsewhere, in the discourse beginning “When you raise up the lamps,” and as it is written,
“The way of a fool is upright in his own eyes.”
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Now, this level is called Yaakov; whereas the level of Yisrael [is] “for you have striven with G-d” (see
what is written in the discourse beginning “How goodly are your tents, Yaakov,” etc.),
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and it is the matter of the time of the arousal of great love (ahavah rabbah) in prayer and in the
Torah [study] that follows prayer; and then joy comes more easily.
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And this is [the meaning of] “and for the upright in heart, joy,” in the manner of “G-d made man
upright,” etc.; and this is the level of Yisrael: yashar El, “upright [with] G-d.”
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(And see what is written about this in the discourse beginning “In the passage of the libations it is
written.” Nevertheless, [a light] from this level of Yisrael also shines in each one at the time of
prayer, as mentioned above; and also Shabbos as a whole is the level of Yisrael, as is written in the
discourse beginning “He has not beheld iniquity in Yaakov,” etc.; and see there that Yaakov is
called “My servant.”
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And this is [the meaning of] “Because you did not serve with joy.” And see what is written on the
verse “And now, let [the power of] Ado-nai be great,” and on the verse “After Havayah your G-d
shall you walk,” and on the verse “Therefore say to the children of Israel,” and on the verse “Sing
and rejoice,” mentioned above, regarding “Serve Havayah with joy,” etc.; and in the discourse be-
ginning “I will greatly rejoice.”
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However, the level of “Rejoice, you righteous, in Havayah” is along the lines of “How beautiful and
how pleasant you are, love, in delights,” mentioned above, and not every person merits this;
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but the joy of a mitzvah and of Torah, through which one quenches his soul that thirsts for its
Creator — this every person is commanded. And see Sefer Shel Beinonim, at the end of chapter 41,

regarding “but the union of his soul,” etc., “this every person of Israel desires in very truth,” etc.;
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see there. And see what is written on the verse “When you raise up” about the difference between
love from the level of Avraham and from the level of Aharon. And above was explained the matter of
“And Avraham rose early in the morning,” the attribute of day; and the level of Aharon is “in the
morning, when he makes good,” and it is a level of making good beyond the morning of Avraham

as it is in itself.
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And that is, to come to the level and rank of “Rejoice, you righteous,” etc. And further, it can be said
regarding the difference between the level of joy in the service of G-d of all Israel, of which it is

said, “Because you did not serve,” etc.,
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“with joy,” and the joy of “Rejoice, you righteous, in Havayah”: it is along the lines of what was ex-

plained elsewhere, in the discourse beginning “Havayah is for me among my helpers,” regarding

the explanation of “festivals for joy”: that throughout the year the joy is hidden in the service,
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and this is “because you did not serve with joy”: one makes the service the main thing, and the joy
is the joy of a mitzvah. But on Yom Tov the joy is in revelation: “and may Israel rejoice in You.” And

see there the reason, etc.
0°919° [21v ovaw] B”°AW ROR DOPTRM NPYR 1T WNRR 2 1R NP 90 IR0 03 121 11T N
%12 NANNR PUT3T A0 1PAYAY N0 923 17193 RPN WPA 171991 11 110127 ¥oan? PRAws 9o

19 NA0I1 A0I1 11y RIAw

In this way it will be understood here as well: to be [at the level of] “they will rejoice in You” in actu-
ality is the distinction of the righteous, except that on Yom Tov all Israel can reach this level; as in
what is said elsewhere about the silver goblet that Yosef the Righteous hid in Binyamin’s sack,

which is the matter of “you longed greatly (nichsof nichsafta),” etc.
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And this approach is also close to the first approach. And see what is written in the explanation on
the verse “And all your children,” regarding the Midrash in Shir HaShirim Rabbah on the verse

“We will exult and rejoice in you”: “this is complete joy,” etc.; see there.)
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3. Now, before prayer one needs koved rosh (heaviness of head), which is bitterness over the fact
that the level of Yisrael — li rosh (“a head for Me”) — does not shine in him openly, because “my in-

iquities have passed over my head.”
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And this is the level of heaviness of head: that is, that he come to submission, lowliness and [a

sense of] his own inferiority in the mind, with thorough knowledge; and it need not be specifically

in the heart. And |[it is| not
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as people suppose, that before prayer there can be dullness of the heart; for it is impossible [for
this] to be at Shacharis before prayer, as our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “When the day rises,
the illness lifts,” for Chesed (kindness) is aroused in the morning of Avraham.
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And three things serve to remove all that hinders prayer. The first is a mikveh, as we find in the

Mishnah at the end of the eighth chapter of Yoma: “Just as a mikveh purifies.”
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Now, the Rif, in the third chapter of Berachos, and the Talmidei Rabbeinu Yonah wrote in the name

of Rav Hai that the immersion of one who has had a seminal emission was annulled only for words
of Torah,
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but for prayer, immersion is required. And although we do not hold so, as is written in the Shulchan
Aruch, nevertheless the Talmidei Rabbeinu Yonah wrote that according to all opinions, prayer is
more acceptable with immersion.
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And some reason can be given for this — what distinguishes prayer from Torah — and it is accord-
ing to the Jerusalem Talmud’s version of the Mishnah at the end of tractate Sotah: “Purity has taken

away the fragrance.”
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And likewise in our Gemara, in Sotah (49a): “I smell the fragrance of a chinunisa.” He said to him,

“My son, there is purity in you.” We see, then, that the quality of fragrance specifically derives

from the matter of purity; and this is because
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the matter of impurity and purity is [on] the level of makifim (encompassing levels), and therefore
purity pertains specifically to fragrance, which is also the level of a makif, as is written in the dis-

course beginning “These are the journeys,” regarding “the Jordan [at] Yericho.”
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Now, the offerings are called “My pleasing fragrance,” and it is written, “And Havayah smelled the

pleasing fragrance.” And with this we will understand the saying of our Sages, of blessed memory,

in the chapter HaNizakin, that a gnat entered his nose.
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That is, measure for measure: because he destroyed the Holy Temple and abolished the offerings,
which were the level of a pleasing fragrance to the Holy One, blessed be He. And it is written, “and
[for] My praise I will restrain (echetom) for you.” And see what is written in the discourse beginning

“I have come into My garden,” regarding “I have gathered My myrrh.”
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Now, prayer is in place of the offerings, and it, too, is the level of “My pleasing fragrance.” And
therefore they said, “To the Master of the nose I pray,” as is written in the Zohar, Part III (Naso,
130b).
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And since this is so, it therefore requires purity, as mentioned above, for purity pertains to the level

of fragrance. And “the fragrance of a chinunisa” is like the matter of “To the Master of the nose I

supplicate (mischanen).”
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And therefore, according to all opinions, prayer is more acceptable with immersion. And see
Reishis Chochmah, Sha’ar HaAhavah, chapter 11, which also [gives] a reason for this: “for the

Torah,” etc., “but prayer,” etc.; see there.
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The second is charity, as Rabbi Elazar would give a perutah, etc., “In righteousness I shall behold
Your face”; because there are accusations against a person, and they judge him whether he is wor-
thy to enter the palace of the King of the kings of kings, the Holy One, blessed be He, in prayer; and
“charity saves,” etc., and “charity exalts a nation.” And see what is written at the end of the dis-

course beginning “And I will betroth you to Me.”
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And the third is occupying oneself with and studying words of musar, and in particular the words of

musar found in the Zohar ([a name] from the language of “illumination”), which shines in the place
of darkness,
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for it is the wisdom of truth. “A woman of valor is the crown of her husband”: this is the faith that
“the whole earth is full of His glory”; even without contemplation, it is very precious above, on ac-

count of a dwelling place among the lower realms, etc.; and it is “the crown of her husband.”
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That is: “her husband” is the great love that [comes] after contemplation of this simple faith: to
cleave to G-d, the One, Who encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin); for this great love is the level

of the masculine (dechar), as it is written, “He has remembered (zachar) His kindness,” etc.
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And because the Holy One, blessed be He, desired to have a dwelling place among the lower

realms, the simple faith becomes a crown for his head, etc.
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“And Moshe Called to All Israel”
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“And Moshe called to all Israel and said to them: You have seen,” etc.; “the great trials which your
eyes saw,” etc.; “yet Havayah has not given you a heart to know and eyes to see,” etc.
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This is puzzling, for at first he said, “You have seen,” etc., and afterwards he said, “yet [Havayah]
has not given,” etc., “and eyes to see,” etc.
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To understand this: it is written, “And he planted an eshel in Beer Sheva, and he called there in the
name of Havayah, Kel Olam” (mentioned in [Midrash] Rabbah, Vayera, end of chapter 54,
Vayigash, chapter 94; Zohar, Part I, 102b; Part 111, 22b, 52b).
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For it is written, “High above all,” etc., “Who would not fear You,” etc. (Jeremiah, chapter 10): for

even the worshippers of the stars call Him “the G-d of gods,” as it is written, “From the rising of the

sun to its setting My Name is great,” etc.

SR’ Owa MR T T AT OMNaRY INRY 2192 9271 w0 NIvha NaR %D NIbnaa on IR
.02y

But they are at the level of separateness, being at the level of an entity (yesh) and a thing by itself;
whereas Avraham would stand and cry out in the name of Havayah, Kel Olam.
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That is, the Name Havayah is Kel Olam, [G-d and world] all one, and not Kel HaOlam, [the G-d] of

the world, [meaning] that the world is an entity and a thing by itself and He is the One who gives

them life. It is not so;
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rather, just as a person’s name is not of the person’s essence, but his life-force is enclothed in the
letters of his name, for we see that when he is called by his name he is roused,
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so too the Name Havayah, blessed be He, is enclothed within all worlds, and they are only gar-

ments, and secondary to Him, may He be blessed; and all is truly one.
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And this is [the meaning of] Kel Olam, as it is written, “On that day Havayah will be One and His
Name One”: yihyeh [“will be”] is twice yud-hei, so that it will not be at the level of vav-hei,
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for the vav is the aspect of drawing down, [by which] it can descend step by step below until it can
be an entity and a thing by itself; rather, all will be at the level of yud-hei below
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as above. And see the Likkutei Torah of the Arizal on Zechariah, on this verse, and what is written
about this in the explanation on the verse “And the number of the children of Israel shall be,” and
what is written at the end of the discourse beginning “Sixty are the queens,” regarding “my perfect

”

one.
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But it is written, “And a grumbler separates the Chief” (in Proverbs, chapter 16, [verse] 28); and see
the Zohar, Part III (16a), and [Midrash] Rabbah on Bereishis, beginning of chapter 20.
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“The one who is separate seeks desire”: when a person sets his desires on the delights of the world,
or on victories and bad traits, G-d forbid, he is at the level of “separate,” so that he cannot be at the

level of “Havayah is One and His Name One” mentioned above.
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Now, it is written, “May He cause His face to shine with us, Selah.” The meaning: the level of the

shining of the face is like the analogy of a person who gives his true friend something:
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he gives with a generous eye and good will, and his face beams from the abundance of light and joy.
Whereas to his enemy he gives like one who throws [something] behind his shoulders, against his

will.
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And this is [the meaning of] “May Havayah cause His face to shine upon you”: that He will bestow

the life-force from the level of the shining of the face mentioned above, which is not so with regard
to, etc.
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But the shining of the face mentioned above is “with us” specifically; that is, when we too are at the
level of the shining of the face, as it is written, “As in water, face [answers]| to face, so is the heart of

man to man,” etc.
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That is, the lower “man” is the Community of Israel (Knesses Yisrael), as it is written, “And you, My
flock, the flock of My pasture, are man”; “You are called adam (man),” etc. “To man” means to the

Supernal Man who is upon the likeness of the Throne, etc.
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The level of the shining of the face on the part of Israel is as it is written, “Let Israel rejoice in its

Maker,” just as He, may He be blessed, is glad and rejoices in us, as it is said, “and out of Your joy

with which You rejoiced in him, You called,” etc.
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And this is joy in G-d, at His greatness, which is unfathomable. As in the analogy of a person whose

face beams from the abundance of light and joy when he sees his true friend at the level of the shin-

ing of the face mentioned above, and he completely forgets the pain and grief that he has, because

of the joy and delight of seeing his friend’s face.
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So too, when a person remembers G-d, that He is his true Friend at the level of the shining of the
face mentioned above, and contemplates His greatness, that He fills all worlds (memalei kol almin)
and encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin), and all before Him is considered as nothing,
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he will forget himself completely, even if he has pain from worldly matters, etc.; and he will forget
the pain because of the joy in G-d, etc.
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As it is written, “Whom have I in heaven? And with You I desire nothing on earth”: to nullify every
desire and longing other than the longing for the One G-d.
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Now, the time of the arousal of the shining of the face mentioned above is on Rosh HaShanah,
[when He] sits on the throne of mercy; and then it is written, “His left hand is under my head,” the
beginning of drawing near, until on Yom Kippur and Simchas Torah it is “and His right hand em-
braces me,” etc.
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And in the Ten Days of Teshuvah a person must feel ashamed before G-d, for He, may He be

blessed, draws us near at the level of the shining of the face mentioned above, while we are utterly

far from Him because of
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the sins that separate, as it is written, “I am ashamed and humiliated to lift up, my G-d, my face to
You”; and as is written in the Zohar at the end of Parshas Bechukosai, on the verse “And yet even
this, when they are in the land of their enemies, I will not despise them nor abhor them to destroy
them (lechalosam).”
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It is written lechalasam: as in the analogy of a bride (kallah) who is in the tanners’ market, and be-
cause of the intensity of his love for her it seems to him like the perfumers’ market, with fine
fragrances;
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and this is what we ask, “Pardon us”: that He not smell the bad odor of the tannery, that is, by His

sprinkling pure water upon us to wash away the bad odor of the tannery, etc.
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The matter of “pure water”: they are the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy, the thirteen rivers of pure
balsam; and they are drawn from the place called “the Most Hidden of all hidden,” “the Will of all
wills.” That is, as an analogy: the source of a spring, which is not seen or revealed; only the rivers

drawn from it are what is seen.
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So He, may He be blessed, is called “the Most Hidden of all hidden,” for the Thirteen Attributes of
Mercy are drawn from Him. And therefore He is called “Who sits on the throne of mercy,” for He is
“the Will of all wills.”
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Now, this level, “the Will of all wills,” is present in each and every one of Israel: it is the level of the
point of the heart that is above Daas (knowledge), and it is called yechidah.
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And this is what is written, “from the hand of the dog, my only one (yechidasi)”: to take the level of
his desire and will out of the matters of this world, and to attach, with cleaving and ardent longing,
the will of all wills to the One G-d alone.
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And with the shofar one arouses this level, which had been in a state of sleep, which is present in
each and every one of Israel. And through this level, on each day of the Ten Days of Teshuvah, the

level of the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy is drawn down,
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which are the rivers mentioned above, drawn from their source mentioned above, and this suffices
for one who understands; and they are called “pure water,” which wash away the bad odor, etc. The
shofar lengthens (maarich) Arich Anpin (the Long Countenance) in a general way; and in a particu-
lar way, on each day of the Ten Days of Teshuvah, one of the ten Sefiros that are in man, which are

Chochmah, Binah and Daas and his emotive attributes (middos), returns face to face.
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Now, our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “Seek Havayah when He may be found, call upon Him
when He is near”: these are the ten days between Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur.
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“When He is near” means when He is at the level of the shining of the face mentioned above, an
arousal from above, “His left hand is under my head,” as mentioned above; and then an arousal
from below can easily come about, as it is said, “here, for the individual,” meaning the level of

yechidah mentioned above.
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Now, at that time all the sparks of Israel receive the level of awe and love (dechilu urechimu) from
above (see the Zohar, Part III, 214b); and it is the level of a very lofty awe and love, which cannot be

attained through an arousal from below.
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And as it is written, “Create for me a pure heart, O G-d”: the level of “pure of heart” (bar levav) can-
not come to be in one at the level of a created being, of himself, through his own arousal, but only
[as] a gift that is given to him from above, at the time of the level of the shining of the face men-
tioned above
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(and see what is written in the discourse beginning “When you go out,” in the explanation of “They
give him the King’s daughter,” and at the end of the discourse beginning “Know this day,” on the
matter of “and the Awesome”); and this requires preparation, through afflictions and self-
mortifications.
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Therefore, during the Ten Days of Teshuvah people fast but do not complete [the fast], for what
matters is not the fast but the affliction: so that one will not be with a sated soul and a full belly, for

one cannot receive the level of a pure heart when he eats to satiety, with a full belly, etc.
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And this is what he said, “You,” etc. That is, until now it was you who saw, etc., through the arousal
from below; but “yet Havayah has not given,” etc.
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That is, the level of a pure heart, which is given from above, which a created being cannot attain
through his own arousal. And this was the matter of the manna, as it is written, “And He afflicted

you and let you hunger,” etc.: that through the manna
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and through afflictions and self-mortifications they merited a higher level, to receive the level of a
pure heart (and see what is written in Parshas Eikev on the verse “And He fed you the manna,” etc.);

and so it is in the Ten Days of Teshuvah. And therefore this portion is read before Rosh HaShanah.
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