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“And you shall honor the face of an elder”: this is one who has acquired wisdom. “Who has ac-

quired” means as it is written, “and those who hold the Torah”: that is, one who holds [it] in the fac-

ulty of memory, and [it] is engraved on the tablet of his heart at all times.
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As our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “Who is a Torah scholar? Anyone who is asked a matter of
halachah,” etc. For then it is a mitzvah to rise before him even at a time when he is not occupied
with Torah.
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For the Holy One, blessed be He, dwells forever within him, even when he is occupied with worldly
matters, since the Torah is engraved in the faculty of memory of his soul and on his heart, and the

Torah and the Holy One, blessed be He, are all one (and see the Zohar, end of Parshas Kedoshim,
folio 87b).

750 137P2 197 °T NP1 NITIAN2 °N° 12 1P2TR 1WAl ND91 127 11270 AWK 2251 oK PO nNtR

AWRI2W 11951 MINa 171N 17 1Ip° R Y37 198K 09IYR 71781 poan oiw V2

Therefore, every man of heart whose heart moves him, and whose soul longs to cleave to Him, may
He be blessed, constantly, and for G-d to dwell within him always, without any interruption or sep-
aration ever, even for one moment, should acquire the Torah for himself in the faculty of memory

of his soul.
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For then, even if he is occupied with the needs of the body, the Torah is still at the level of the hid-
den world (alma de’iskasya) of his soul, in which the yud of the Name Havayah shines. That is why
in the passage “Sanctify to Me every firstborn” it is written, “and as a remembrance between your

eyes,” as is known.
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With this will be understood the reason for what is written in the Laws of Torah Study in the name
of the Sifri: that it is a mitzvah upon each and every one to know the whole Torah, which is all 613
mitzvos and their fine details, etc. That is, to draw the light of G-d onto all 613 powers of his G-dly

soul, in their particulars.
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As it is written, “You are all beautiful, my beloved, and there is no blemish in you”: “all,” precisely.
That is why the root of this drawing-down above is also made up of 613.
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And it is called by the name “man”: “And upon the likeness of the throne, a likeness like the ap-
pearance of a man,” etc. But because of the distress of the times, and the shortness of spirit [and] of
mind of the one who comprehends, and the depth of what is comprehended,
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at any rate, at the least, he should strive to take on strength and might to acquire and engrave in

the faculty of memory of his soul the Five Books of the Torah of Moshe, which he wrote from the

mouth of the Almighty, which are the root of all
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the Torah, Written and Oral, in its entirety, as is known that Rabbi Akiva would expound heaps
upon heaps of laws on each and every crownlet [of the letters]. Only, they are in great concealment,
in the hidden world.
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And from the revealed world (alma de’isgalya), which is the Oral Torah, he should at any rate, at the
least, acquire and engrave the Order of Kodashim, which is called “wisdom” in the words of our
Sages, of blessed memory, and which atones for a person’s sins, as the Arizal, of blessed memory,
wrote. (And see what is written on [the verse] “You shall rise before the hoary head, and you shall

honor,” etc., at the end of the discourse beginning “I am black, but comely.”)
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