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“Give ear, O heavens, and I will speak; and let the earth hear,” etc. “My teaching shall drop like the

rain; my word shall flow like the dew,” etc. Now, in the portion before it, he said, “I call to witness

against you this day the heavens and the earth.”
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Now, the heavens and the earth are the Written Torah and the Oral Torah. The Written Torah is
called “heavens” (shamayim), for shamayim is a notarikon of sham mayim, “there is water”; and

the Torah is likened to water.
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As it is written, “Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the water,” and it is written of Moshe, “For I

drew him out of the water.” That is, by way of analogy, like water, which has no particular color in

its essence; rather, its color changes and turns according to the manner of the vessel’s color: if red,

etc.
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So too the Torah: its root is from the level of the higher Chochmah (Chochmah Ila’ah), “wise, but

not with a known wisdom,” which is above the bounds of comprehension and reception. And there-

fore the whole Torah is
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only stories of events and nothing more, in which there is no comprehension at all of the depth of

the secrets clothed in them. And even the laws stated in it,
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such as “And Moshe said,” etc., “And Havayah said to Moshe,” etc., are not spelled out and ex-

plained in all their details, until the Sages of the Talmud came and explained it.
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And the Oral Torah is called “earth,” etc. And it is they who are witnesses before the Omnipresent,
blessed be He, concerning Israel, for through them it is evident whether Israel have fulfilled and

accepted the Torah and the mitzvos, because
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through each and every mitzvah one draws down a revelation of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof),
blessed be He, into the Torah, so that there be the level of the indwelling of the Infinite Light,
blessed be He, in the higher Chochmah. For in itself it is exalted and uplifted myriads of levels,
without end, above the level of Chochmah.
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And as the saying [goes], “No thought can grasp Him”; only through comprehending the Torah and
fulfilling the mitzvos does one draw down a revelation of His G-dliness, may He be blessed, so that

it rests and is clothed in them.
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And as it is written, “These are the commandments which a man shall do, and live in them”: “in
them,” precisely. The meaning is that he draws down the Infinite Light from the Life of life, to rest

in them, etc.
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Therefore our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “And you shall do them”: atem is written; [it is| as

though they had made Me, etc. And this is the matter of one who occupies himselfwith Torah for its

own sake (lishmah). And the meaning is: for the sake of the Torah itself.
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For through this he calls and draws down a revelation of the Infinite Light into the Torah, as men-
tioned above. And this is [the meaning of] what is written, “Everyone that is called by My Name, and

for My glory I have created him, I have formed him, I have even made him,” etc.
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“Everyone that is called by My Name” means the souls of Israel as a whole, whom He created for

His glory; and “there is no glory but Torah,” for the Torah is the level of garments.
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As it is written, “He wraps Himself in light as in a garment.” And this is as our Sages, of blessed
memory, said, that Rabbi Yochanan called his garments “my honorers.” That is, by way of analogy,

like the king: he is not seen when he is unclothed, but only when he is clothed in a royal garment.
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But the king, in himself and in his dignity, is not accustomed to dress himself; rather, the servant
dresses him, etc. So too the King of the kings of kings, the Holy One, blessed be He: as He is in His
essence, it is impossible for Him to be grasped and revealed in created beings, for “no thought can

grasp Him,”
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but only through His being clothed in the Torah, which is His wisdom and His will, blessed be He.

And this clothing comes about through Israel specifically, etc.
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And this is [the meaning of] “And you shall speak of them” (vedibarta bam). Vedibarta is an expres-

sion of leading and drawing, as in “He leads (yadber) peoples,” etc. “Bam,” in them, means the
drawing down of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) into the Torah.
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And this is [the meaning of|] “And these words shall be, which I (Anochi)”: He who is “1,” His being
and essence, may He be blessed, “command you” (metzavecha), an expression of binding and join-

ing, etc.
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And this power that the soul has, to bring about this drawing down through the Torah, comes
through prayer, which precedes Torah. For one who says, “I have nothing
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but Torah,” does not have even Torah. For there must first be the level of “And you shall love” in

the Shema, to give over his soul at [the word] Echad, “One.”
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Now, the matter of self-sacrifice (mesirus nefesh) is not as people think, that it is crying out with
fervor and tumult. Rather, it is as it is written, “To You, Havayah, I lift up my soul”: that he does not

want to be an entity (yesh) and a separate thing,
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but rather to be at the level of self-nullification (bittul), to lift up his soul and his spirit to Him, may
He be blessed, who is the Source of life, for “all before Him are considered as nothing.” “Yours,
Havayabh, is the greatness,” etc.:
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that is, the level of greatness (gedulah), which is the level of the spreading forth of His kindness,

may He be blessed, to give life to the worlds, “a thousand thousands,” etc., is “Yours, Havayah,” at

the level of bittul,
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for before Him, may He be blessed, [all is] as nothing, etc. And “when is He great? When He is in
the city of our G-d”: that is, the level of the combinations of letters of the Ten Utterances, which

give life to the created worlds, where there is the level of greatness and spreading forth, etc.
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Therefore the Men of the Great Assembly instituted for us, before the prayer, “two [blessings]| be-

fore it,” etc., and Pesukei deZimra (the Verses of Praise), “to cut down (lezamer) the tyrants,” “the

exaltations of G-d in their throat,” through one’s contemplating how the Ofanim, etc.,
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and they say “Holy” through comprehending that He, may He be blessed, is the Source of life, and
that from the revelation of the breath of His mouth, may He be blessed, they live and exist, and that

to Him it is fitting. And because of this his soul will be stirred and set aflame, etc.
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And although the souls are higher than the angels, they nevertheless need contemplation of the
love and awe of the angels, because these things are what cause the intellectual soul, too, to be-

come wise, and from this it, too, will be stirred, etc.
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And this is [the meaning of] “And I will give grass in your field for your cattle”: that is, the animal
soul, whose nourishment is from the angels, which are called “grass,” etc. And this is [the meaning

of] “I have created him, I have formed him, I have even made him,” etc.,
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which are the three garments of thought, speech and action. Thought and intellect are called “cre-
ation” (beriah), which is something from nothing, as it is written, “And wisdom is found from noth-
ing (ayin)”; and speech is the level of formation (yetzirah), like form, which is only a revelation of

the matter and not something new from its root.
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So too, speech is the revelation of what is hidden in the intellect. “I have made him” is the level of
the action of the mitzvos, like a king of flesh and blood, the main recognition of whose kingship is
through action specifically: that they obey his command and do not alter his orders. And so too of
His kingship, may He be blessed, it is written, “Havayah reigns; He is clothed in majesty,” etc.
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“And a person should not say, ‘I have no desire for pig’s flesh,” but rather, ‘I do desire it, but what

bR

can I do? My Father in Heaven has decreed,’” etc. This is the matter of the yoke of the Kingdom of

Heaven, even though it is altogether without reason; and “their end is wedged,” etc.

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/haazinu/2/ 7

11

12

13



LIKKUTEI TORAH - PARSHAS HAAZINU - MAAMAR 2 hltlal) rnjya ae] ?jxn ynwrn T927NXY DN 117N,

297 NPIROMY 290 [rewean / nemean] %10 O 11339 °2 5310 13°22% TR 9% NPAN2 1pNY 1N
And this is what they instituted in the Yotzer prayer, “And unite our heart (levaveinu),” etc. For the
two hearts are the inner dimension (pnimiyus) of the heart and the outer dimension (chitzoniyus)
of the heart.
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The inner dimension of the heart is the level of the heart’s will (re’usa deliba), with true desire and
longing to cleave to Him, may He be blessed, for “a son is the leg [of his father],” etc.
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“Havayah our G-d”: truly ours. And it needs no contemplation at all, for it blazes up of itself.
However, the outer dimension of the heart, which comes from the animal soul, which conceals, is
what is written, “the foreskin of your heart,”
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which is the level of the concealment that conceals the light of the holiness of G-d. And of it, it is
written, “You shall circumcise,” etc.: one must remove this foreskin, which interposes, through

contemplating all that is explained in the matter of Pesukei deZimra and the Ofanim, etc.
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And of the Time to Come it is written, “And Havayah will circumcise your heart,” etc., and through
this there will be “And unite our heart,” etc. And this [applies] throughout the year; and in the Ten
Days of Teshuvah it is written, “Out of the depths I have called You, Havayah”: from the depth of

the heart, the inner dimension of the heart. “Seek My face,” etc.;
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“Your face, Havayah, I will seek.” For Above, too, there is an inner and an outer dimension, the
light that encompasses all worlds (sovev) and the light that fills all worlds (memalei). The light that
fills all worlds is the level of the outer dimension, for “all before Him is considered as nothing”;
and through the arousal from below (isarusa dilesata), the inner dimension of His G-dliness, the
light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin), is aroused, etc. “Do not turn Your servant away

in anger (be’af).”
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That is, there is a servant below: “For the children of Israel are servants to Me”; and “Avraham,
who loves Me,” is above the level of a servant, like a son before the king. And King David, peace be
upon him, said that it should not be from the level of the servant who is below, but from the servant

who is above; and so too, “Moshe My servant,” “David My servant.”
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And this is [the meaning of] “in anger (be’af), Your servant”: it is as it is written, “I have even (af)
made him,” etc., the level of action without reason, like a servant who serves before his master and

does his will even though he has no reason for anything, etc.
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And through the unification of the two hearts in the Shema, there will afterwards be the drawing
down through the Torah, “for My glory I have created him,” etc. And therefore they are called wit-
nesses, “I call to witness against you,” etc., until he said, “Give ear, O heavens,” etc., “My teaching

shall drop like the rain,” etc.
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For there are two levels in the Torah. The one is study that leads to action, which is learning in or-
der to know the law, should it be needed in practice, etc.,
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and thinking does not suffice, until he knows [it] and it is engraved on the tablet of his heart, etc.

And of this it is written, “My teaching shall drop like the rain,” etc., as it is written, “For as the rain

comes down,” etc.,
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“and it shall do that which I desire,” etc. And just as it “does not return, but waters the earth, and

makes it bring forth and sprout,” and man will eat, and by this strength he will say “And you shall

love,” etc.
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And so this level of Torah is what is called “strength” (oz), for power is given so that he can say
“And you shall love.” And this must come through self-sacrifice (mesirus nefesh) going before it, as

mentioned above, like the rain, which comes through thunder and clouds, etc.
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