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“And he shall wave the Omer.” Now, the Omer is a food of barley, which is animal fodder. The mat-

ter is according to what is said, “Who forms ministering [angels|, and whose ministers,” etc.: that

there are two kinds of angels.
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The first are those who stand in the heights of the universe since the six days of Creation; they are

eternal and endure until the world returns to tohu (chaos), etc.
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And these are the chayos (holy beasts) of the Chariot. And there are angels that are created every
day, and say song, and expire; that is, the level of the sparks of holiness that fell in the shattering
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[into] the nogah of Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah. And when they are refined and rise as mayin
nukvin (feminine waters), each and every day anew, this is the matter of their song and the expiry

of their soul (klos hanefesh): that they expire and are included in the level of Malchus.
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And it is like the saying of our Sages, of blessed memory: “The Holy One, blessed be He, stretched

out His little finger among them and burned them.” And the explanation is known: that because the
radiance of the revelation of G-dliness upon them was more
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than the measure and limit that they could contain and confine within themselves, they were
burned and included in the One G-d, and they go out of the vessel. However, this was by way of

punishment, because they had accused [man, saying], “What is man,” etc.
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But likewise, from this example, it will also be understood concerning the birurim (refined sparks),
that they are refined and expire into the level of Malchus: this is because of the abundant revela-
tion of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) upon them.
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And this is the essence of their constant service, etc. And this is the matter of “the thousand moun-

tains that the great beast (behemah rabbah) eats” (see the Zohar, Parshas Pinchas, 217a), which is

the level of Malchus, called behemah (beast), whose numerical value is [that of] the Name Ban (52),

in which the birurim of nogah are included, etc.;
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and it is called behemah rabbah because it is a general level, as against the Chariot of the twelve
oxen, which are particular levels; and Malchus includes everything. Therefore it is called rabbah

(great).
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And this is along the lines of what the Zohar explains in Parshas Vayechi, 247a: “What is rabbos?
Rather, as it is written, ‘The outcry of Sedom and Amorah, for it is rabbah,’ like gadlah (great).”
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“And so rabbos [means] great ones, supernal and greater than all.” And there it refers even to the
twelve oxen of Beriah mentioned above, which are also called rabbos relative to the particulars that

are drawn from them.
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Just as the twelve tribes are inclusive souls: the tribe of Reuven, for instance, has in its camp many
myriads and thousands, and the soul of Reuven himself includes all the souls of his tribe, which

are branches of him; and so with every tribe, etc.
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And this is the matter of “Many daughters (rabbos banos),” etc.; see there. However, relative to the
level of Malchus, the twelve oxen mentioned above are called particular levels, and Malchus,
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which includes them all, is called behemah rabbah. And likewise the Malchus of Adam Kadmon is
called behemah rabbah [and see Etz Chaim, Sha’ar Arich Anpin, chapter 1, and Sha’ar Z’eir Anpin,
chapter 1].
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Now, in the Malchus of Beriah are included the birurim from the nogah of Beriah, and in the

Malchus of Yetzirah are included the birurim of the nogah of Yetzirah, etc. And likewise the matter
of the Omer, which is animal fodder,
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being a food of barley, is the level of the birurim that become included in the level of Malchus. This
is likened to eating: the food is digested in the stomach, and the waste is pushed outside, and the

choicest part rises up to the brain and becomes life-force (chayus) for his soul.
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So too these birurim, which become included in the level of Malchus, become life-force in it, etc.
However, the matter of se’orah (barley) is shi’ur hei (the measure of five), as is mentioned in the
Zohar.
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And the explanation is that shi’ur hei is the division of the five Gevuros into many parts, to give life
to the many creations, which differ from one another: the camp of Michael, etc.
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For this division comes from the five Gevuros, which separate and divide the simple voice, so that it
is divided into many parts in the letters of speech; and in general it is divided into the five places of

articulation of the mouth: alef-ches-hei-ayin from the throat, beis-vav-mem-pei from the lips, etc.

MITNM N2°0 RIT AR N2 RN OY A1 R3IDA NPMR 291X M7 X122 PN 57nR)
NPMIR "917°8 MPPANT 7Y 10T HwHAw° a9 PR wrR L7807 292 MInwam 0°aRen
19 TIR O MR wyaw

And afterwards it is divided into myriads upon myriads of combinations of letters, of one place of
articulation with another; and this is the cause of the coming into being of the angels and the souls
without number, as it is written, “A thousand thousands minister to Him”: that is, through the divi-

sion of the combinations of letters in the Ten Utterances, “Let there be light,” etc.
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And the root of the five Gevuros is from the five Gevuros of Imma: that is, the level of the division of

the letters in thought, which are the level of the letters of Imma, which are called “engravings of a
signet” (pituchei chosam),
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that is, in the Yesod of Imma. For as the combinations of the letters are divided in thought, so

speech is drawn to speak these very combinations;
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that is, according to the will one has for certain combinations of letters, so does he think, and as a
matter of course it is afterwards drawn so into speech [and see what is written on this in Parshas

Chukas, on the verse “And they shall take to you a heifer,” etc.; see there].
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Now, the birurim by which Malchus refines the 288 sparks are also through the five Gevuros, which
are the level of gevuros (powers of restraint) and contractions (tzimtzumim), to descend below and

to seize the sparks from the hands of the external forces (chitzonim).
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Therefore it is said of this, “And she gives teref (food) to her household”: this is the matter of the
refinement of the 288 [sparks], which is called teref (prey), like a lion that tears (tores), which is
through Gevurah. And below, in divine service, this is the matter of “A person should always incite

his good inclination against his evil inclination.”
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Therefore the birurim are called se’orah, shi’ur hei, and it is the fodder of that behemah [and see
the Zohar at the beginning of Parshas Yisro, at the end of 67b, and the Ramaz there; and from there
will be understood our saying the psalm “May G-d be gracious to us” in the days of the Counting, at

the time of the counting of the Omer].
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2. However, the matter of the waving of the Omer [is] “a waving (tenufah) before Havayah.” And it
is explained in the Zohar, Parshas Balak, 188b: tenufah is tenu peh (“give the mouth”); “Give

glory,” etc.
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And the matter is according to what is explained concerning the difference between Pesach and

Shavuos: that on Pesach there was the level of the elevation of Z’eir Anpin from the level of small-

ness (katnus), called Mitzrayim (Egypt), the level of meitzarim (straits) and limits, rising to receive

the level of the intellect (mochin) of greatness (gadlus);
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and this is the level of the ascents of the G-dly soul in man, whose root is from Z’eir Anpin, for “you
are called adam (man),” whose numerical value is [that of] the Name Mah (45), etc. [and see what is
written elsewhere in the explanation on the verse “When a man (adam) of you brings an offering”;
and see the Zohar, Parshas Vayechi, 245b].
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And afterwards, on the second day of Pesach, the kohen, whose root is from Abba, waves the Omer,
which is the level of the elevation of the animal soul in man, that it be refined so as to be trans-
formed (lis’hapcha), etc.
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And its root is from the level of Malchus, which is called behemah, whose numerical value is Ban,
etc.; that is, the root of the animal soul is from the Chariot of the twelve oxen, whose root is from
the level of Malchus. For it too needs to be elevated afterwards, on Shavuos, in order to receive the
Torah, which is from the level of Keser, the Supernal Will.
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For there are two kinds of will, the Supernal Will and the lower will: the Supernal Will, which is
above intellect, and the lower will, which is below intellect, which branches out because he has

grasped with his mind the goodness of that thing; therefore he wants it and desires it.
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And on Shavuos, at the Giving of the Torah, there was the level of the revelation of the Supernal

Will. And this could not be except through preparation first, to beget the will for G-d through con-

templation; and through this the Supernal Will will rest upon him.
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And this is the matter of “Make His will as your will, so that He will make your will as His will,” and

as is explained elsewhere on the verse “Go forth and gaze,” etc. And this is the matter of the count-

ing of the Omer;
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that is, after he has waved the Omer “before Havayah,” above the Name Havayah of Z’eir Anpin,

that is, in the level of Binah, and this is from below upward, then afterwards one draws down from

above to below.
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And this is the matter of “And you shall count for yourselves from the morrow of the Shabbos,” etc.:
that is, the drawing down of the encompassing [lights] (makifim) of Imma, which is called “the

morrow of the Shabbos.” For the eve of Shabbos (ma’alei shabbata) is the level of Malchus,
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and the day of Shabbos (yoma deshabbata) is the level of Z’eir Anpin. And “the morrow of the
Shabbos” is the level of Binah, which is above Shabbos. [This is|] by way of comparison like the

known explanation of what is written, “beyond the river (be’ever hanahar),”

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/emor/4/ 8
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which is the level of Chochmah, called “beyond the river,” that is above the river of Binah, [as in]

“And a river goes forth from Eden.” And so is the meaning and matter of “the morrow of the

Shabbos”:
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that is, the level of Binah, which is above the level of Z’eir Anpin and Nukva, which are the levels of
the Shabbos of the night and the Shabbos of the day. And although Binah too is called Shabbos,
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yet it is called Shabbos Shabbason (a Shabbos of complete rest) [as the Pardes writes in Erchei
HaKinuyim, under the entry “Shabbos”; and see the Zohar, Part II, 63b and 88a]. And from the lev-

el of Binah the encompassing [lights] are drawn to Malchus.
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And this is the meaning of “the day” (hayom), whose numerical value is [that of the Names]| Kel
Havayabh: it is the drawing down of the encompassing [lights] to the Omer, to the level of Malchus,
which is called omer. And the matter of the encompassing [lights] will be understood along the
lines of what was written above concerning the angels, who expire because of the revelation of the

Infinite Light upon them beyond their measure;
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that is, because their vessel is too small to contain this great light, and it is this that becomes the
level of an encompassing [light] surrounding them. And the angels whose vessel is larger can con-

tain this light in the manner of
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an inner [light]. If so, by this proportion, even upon them, if there were the radiance of a very great
and exalted light, such that even their vessel could not contain it, it too would be in the manner of

an encompassing [light| upon them.
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So too in the service of G-d there are two levels of love. The first is the love that is limited within the

soul, in an inner manner; and this love has an end and conclusion in time, such as one hour and
the like.
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But there is the second love, which comes from contemplating the greatness of G-d Himself and
His glory, “For I, Havayah, have not changed,” etc.; and because of this a love that is above his ves-

sel will be aroused in his soul.
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And it is this that is called the level of an encompassing [light] (makif), which is the level of a guard
(shomer). For with the first love, since it has an interruption, he can then afterwards come to desire
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physical things, since “a prisoner cannot free himself,” etc. For on the opposing side too (“one op-
posite the other”) there is, corresponding to this inner level, [something] that opposes and contra-
dicts it.
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But this love, which is above being limited in a vessel, is the level of a guard. And this is the matter
of the garment of the Chashmal, which clothes Z’eir Anpin and Nukva on both their sides, so that

the external forces should not draw nourishment.
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And the explanation of the matter in divine service is this: the intellect (mochin) that entered in the

manner of an inner light (or pnimi) is the reasoning and contemplation from which love and long-

ing are drawn into the emotive attributes (middos) of the heart.
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And this can be interrupted, the attribute being interrupted, and there can be the coming into be-
ing and birth of foreign attributes and desires. Only, the safeguard against this, so that he not
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fall from his level, is through higher mochin, which did not enter the middos at all, but only en-
compass the middos and guard them, so that he should have no desire or will other than for G-d

alone.
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And that is through contemplating the greatness of the Infinite One, blessed be He, in the grasp of
his mind and his understanding, [a contemplation| which the heart is too small to contain, and

which did not enter into the revelation of the heart, etc.
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[The substance of this matter is explained elsewhere, on the verse “It is better to take refuge in
Havayah than to trust in man”; see there. And see what is written on this also in the discourse be-

ginning “The eyes of all look hopefully to You.”]
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And this is what is written, “Seven complete weeks (shabbasos) shall there be”: that is, so that “you
shall count fifty days” in the seven emotive attributes (middos) of Imma: Chesed, Gevurah, Tiferes,

Netzach, Hod, Yesod and Malchus, for there [it is] above the level of, etc.,
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where there is no place at all for the external forces to draw nourishment; and it is called “the world
of freedom” (alma decheirusa), as is written in the Zohar, Parshas Tetzaveh, 183a, on the verse
“And you shall proclaim liberty,” etc.
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Whereas in Z’eir Anpin, [which is] Avraham, from whom Yishmael came out, etc., the external
forces draw nourishment from the waste of the middos. And therefore in Binah they are called
“seven complete weeks (shabbasos),” for they are in a state of completeness, from which the exter-

nal forces do not draw nourishment.
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Now, through the drawing down of the encompassing [lights], there can afterwards be, on Shavuos,
the revelation of the radiance of the Supernal Will at the Giving of the Torah, from the level of
Keser Elyon (the Supernal Crown): “I am Havayah,” etc.
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And this is because on Pesach there was the level of the ascent of Z’eir Anpin, which is called ish
(man), etc.; and afterwards, through the Omer, there is the ascent of Malchus; and then on Shavuos
there will be the union of Z’eir Anpin and Nukva, one crown for both of them. And this is what is
written, lirtzonchem (“for your acceptance”): that is, to make the level of will (ratzon) and crown,
etc.

12902 7921 17¥2 9921 2°02 17N 27Y0 27DPT 1IXN D A2 IRINT 171y 10N]
[And this is the matter explained in the Zohar, Parshas Tetzaveh, at the end of 182b: “Come and
see: it iswritten, ‘And he shall atone for himself and for his household,’ etc.
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In the same way, this level begins to be sanctified.” The meaning is: on the first day of Pesach Z’eir
Anpin was sanctified, through the mochin of Abba and Imma being drawn into it; and this is the
matter of “The voice of my beloved,” etc., “leaping upon the mountains,” etc.
NP9IYNR 7Y AN 973 9 NN 1PN nrR 13 9 N2 DY 1995 oY) WIPNR ITORT 11909
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“And since he has been sanctified, he needs to atone for the house of the vav”: that is, that there be
the rectification and ascent of Malchus too; and this is through the arousal from below (isarusa
dilesata) of Israel in the counting of the Omer, animal fodder, etc.
N OIPARD N5 MRPANT RIT OOPARR MI230 N2 MIYIAvT An2 9PNR 19anm @il Y
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And through this, afterwards, on the festival of Shavuos, there is drawn down and revealed a level
higher than both of them, which is the revelation of the Keser to both of them. And this is “skipping
upon the hills”: skipping (kipotz) is with both [feet].
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And this is along the lines of what was explained elsewhere on the verse “Male and female He creat-
ed them, and He blessed them”: that through the union of [the Names| Mah and Ban there is drawn
down and revealed a level higher than both of them (see on this in the explanation on the verse
“His eyes are red with wine,” and in Parshas Tetzaveh, at the end of the discourse beginning “And

you shall make holy garments”); and in the same way it will be understood here.]
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3. Now, to understand what is written in the Zohar, Balak, 188b, that the level of chitah (wheat) too
is only in the level of Malchus, as is written there: “Chitah: the daughter who pleads endearingly
(mischata) before her father,” etc.; “but we see that in all the tribes there is no ches and tes, and in

her there is ches and tes, and we call [her] chitah,” etc.; see there.
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And this seemingly contradicts what was said above, that the level of se’orah, shi’ur hei, is the fod-
der of that behemah rabbah, which is the level of Malchus, the Name Ban.
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But chitah is human food; and yet from what the Zohar writes it is clear that chitah too is in the lev-
el of Malchus, which is called behemah, whereas none of the tribes has the letters ches and tes, etc.
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And further, we must understand what was said above, that the root of the G-dly soul is from the
level of Z’eir Anpin and the root of the animal soul is from the level of Malchus. Yet it is explained
in very many places that Malchus is called Imma Tata’ah (the lower mother) and Knesses Yisrael

(the Congregation of Israel), which is the root and source of the souls, [of] the G-dly soul.
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But the matter is that Malchus receives the five Chasadim and the five Gevuros: the five Chasadim

are drawn to her from Abba, and the five Gevuros are drawn to her from Imma.
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And these two levels are also the levels of the inner dimension (pnimiyus) of Malchus and the outer
dimension (chitzoniyus) of Malchus. And the root of the souls of Israel is from the level of the inner
dimension of Malchus, which receives the five Chasadim mentioned above, whose root is from
Abba; and this is the level of chitah, as is explained in Pri Etz Chaim, in the discourse on Shavuos.
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And the matter, according to Chassidus, is explained elsewhere, on the verse “And you shall count
for yourselves,” with regard to the festival of Shavuos: that it is like the matter of “A child does not
know how to call ‘Abba’ (father) until he tastes,” etc.; that the daas (knowledge) newly born in the
child is the matter of the revelation of the hidden daas, which is above the daas that is grasped,

etc.,
FAWIIN 79YNY RIT YN MW RANT 077 NOWHRT RIT 997,101 DYT NavP2 wabniw 77
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only that it is clothed in the smallness of the child’s daas. And so it is with the drawing down of the
five Chasadim of Abba: the level of the higher Chochmah (Chochmah Ila’ah) is above comprehen-
sion, and it is drawn down and clothed in the souls of Israel, to be the self-nullification (bittul) of
the soul, etc. And this is the matter of “Abba founded the daughter” (Abba yasad barta).

R 57 PHan MAWIT NOWNRTT AT IRIANW 2R N2 1190 279 °D INK D1 R 270P K71 12 3]
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[And see the Zohar, Part I, 112a, and Parshas Emor, 100b, on the matter of “the daughter of my fa-
ther,” from which it is explained that the drawing down of the souls from the level of Malchus is

when she receives from the level of Abba specifically.]
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And se’orah, which is in the outer dimension (chitzoniyus) of Malchus, was explained above and

will be explained further below. And what is written in the Zohar, that in the tribes there were not

the two letters ches and tes mentioned above, that is
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because in truth the two letters ches and tes are from the Gevuros, and the tribes were higher than
them. Only after the hei has been joined to the two letters mentioned above,
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that is, the five Chasadim of Abba, then the two letters ches and tes mentioned above are sweet-
ened, and it is called chitah. [And see what is written elsewhere, that the difference between

chametz and matzah lies between ches and hei.]
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And this is what is written in the Zohar, “like a daughter who pleads endearingly before her father,
and he does her will”: that is to say, her father does kindness (chesed) for her, that is, the drawing

down of the five Chasadim of Abba to sweeten the letters ches and tes mentioned above.
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And this is “who pleads endearingly (mischata),” etc. [along the lines of “And I and my son Shlomo
will be chata’im (offenders)”; and this is “Redeem your sin (chata’ach) with charity (tzedakah),” for

charity draws down the five Chasadim into Malchus].
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Now, the chitah mentioned above is in the level of Malchus, only it is in the inner dimension (pn-

imiyus) of Malchus: Gevuros sweetened by the five Chasadim. And therefore Adam, the first man,

whose soul was from the Tree of Life (ilana dechayei), was higher than this; that is, he was from

Z’eir Anpin, which is called the Tree of Life.
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And therefore [concerning]| the sin of Adam, “The Tree of Knowledge was wheat (chitah)”: for chi-
tah was a level below him, the level of Malchus of Atzilus, which is called the Tree of Knowledge rel-
ative to Z’eir Anpin, etc.
MR 099 "M2wa 7Y RPN UUn 1739231 Mavpa R qwnn SHWI NYTIW 7 1170 00 0D »am]
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[And the explanation is that chitah is daas being lowered and drawn downward into smallness, like
the matter of what is written elsewhere on the verse “When I break for you the staff of bread,” etc.;
A1°Man T9YRR RITW R12 97RWH 070 7Y B 202 717°2 oww *Pn N2l %% 1N
and this pertains to the level of Malchus, where there is the refinement of the level of chet (sin)
through the five Chasadim, whereas Z’eir Anpin is above this level.
M2 ROTIW ORI PPN TRwI D93 w0 97RY XRT 3790 A% 0P 00T MW 27T DY mINOY IR
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But seemingly we must understand: the souls are born through the union of Z’eir Anpin and Nukva
of Atzilus; and if so, in every soul there is [something] of the mother’s share, which is the level of
Malchus, and that is the level of chitah.
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If so, why is this called a sin for Adam, that he ate chitah? But the answer is according to what is
written in the Zohar, Terumah, 167b: “The first Adam was formed and engraved without a female,”

etc.;
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see there. For seemingly the meaning is that just as physically he was not born of a woman but was
the handiwork of the Holy One, blessed be He, so too his soul was rooted above the level of the

union of Z’eir Anpin and Nukva of Atzilus.
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And if so, he had in him nothing of the level of the Tree of Knowledge and of the level of chitah, but
only [what is| above this level, that is, the higher Chochmabh as it is in its essence.
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And therefore it was a sin that he ate of the level of chitah, etc. Whereas all the souls after him: just

as they are born below through male and female,
JD1T 97010 AN WA T8N 10 0TR PORM v N2 0na k4 '{D'? il YhkivaRalgial7aRi/ml/Aun)

so the root of their soul is from the union of Z’eir Anpin and Nukva. Therefore the level of chitah,
human food, etc., pertains to them, by virtue of their root in the level of the inner dimension (pn-

imiyus) of Malchus.

OTRY ’D R”YO TP 7 91K D70 7712 DIAK 10 VPN NPNIK 0°0AW3 7197 KD K7D QWA 780

And by virtue of their root from Z’eir Anpin, the tribes did not have the letters ches and tes, etc.
However, in the Zohar at the end of Parshas Emor, folio 104, at the end of side a, it writes: “And
Adam
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came forth from male and female.” And the Ramaz explains that the soul of Adam, the handiwork of
the Holy One, blessed be He, was also drawn from the union of Z’eir Anpin and Nukva of Atzilus,

only that it was in the chambers (heichalos) of Abba and Imma, etc.; see there.
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And see the Raaya Mehemna, Parshas Kedoshim, 83, at the end of side a, and what is written on it
in Sefer HaGilgulim, chapter 18, and in the Likkutei Torah [of the Arizal], at the end of Parshas
Bereshis.
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And according to this, the explanation of the Zohar, Terumah, mentioned above is in another way;
and see the Mikdash Melech there. And if so, seemingly the question returns to its place.
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But in truth there is no difficulty at all. For it is explained in the Zohar, Bereshis, 37, at the end of
side a, on the verse “My spirit shall not abide in man forever”:
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“Rabbi Acha said: At that time, that river which flows and goes forth would bring forth spirit from

the Tree of Life and pour it into the tree in which death dwells, and spirits were drawn into human

beings for many days,
12 RW1 °122 1PNl N958T XRNYWa RIPOR RI7TR ARDOY XM P'?DDN 1972 M2 1Pwra 'IP'?O'T Ty
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until the wicked arose,” etc. “Then the supernal spirit departed from that tree, at the time that the
souls in human beings flew off,” etc. And see there in the Mikdash Melech, that at first the essence

of the soul was from Z’eir Anpin, and a little from Malchus.
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And also from Z’eir Anpin, that is, what is drawn to it from Arich Anpin through Imma Ila’ah (the

higher Imma); and therefore they lived long, for “length of days is from Arich.”
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And after they sinned it was the reverse: the drop of the female was greater than [that of] the male,
and it is called the tree of death; therefore they did not live long. Thus far his words. And see the
Zohar at the beginning of Parshas Beshalach, 44, at the end of side b.
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And since it is so, that even in human beings, and after the sin of the Tree of Knowledge, neverthe-
less the essence of the soul was then from Z’eir Anpin and from higher and higher, etc.,
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how much more so, by a fortiori reasoning, in Adam himself, who was His handiwork, and before
the sin of the Tree of Knowledge: the essence of the soul, which is from higher and higher, was

greater than the drop of the female; and as is written in Sefer HaGilgulim,
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chapter 19, that he had nefesh, ruach and neshamah of Atzilus, and also a neshamah of the ne-
shamah of Atzilus. And therefore this is called a sin for Adam: that he descended into the level of
chitah.
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And see what is written on this further in the explanation of the matter of the Splitting of the Sea of
Reeds, the discourse beginning “Behold, the Sea of Reeds.”] And se’orah is the level of the outer di-
mension (chitzoniyus) in Malchus, which is to give life to all the particulars of the division of cre-
ations, angels, which is through the five Gevuros.
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And their root is from the five Gevuros of Imma [for Binah nests in the Throne, the World of Beriah;
and likewise the level of the outer dimension in Malchus, which is clothed in Beriah, Yetzirah and
Asiyah, the source of its receiving is from the five Gevuros of Imma]. And this is, by way of analogy,
like speech in man, which is drawn through the five places of articulation, alef-ches-hei-ayin from
the throat, etc.
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For the voice is simple, and it was contracted and is divided into twenty-two letters through the five
Gevuros, and the source that divides them is thought. Likewise, all the particulars of the division of
the combinations of letters of the word of G-d, the level of Malchus, are through the five Gevuros,

and their root is from the five Gevuros of Imma, the level of thought.
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And this is the matter of se’orah, as was written above. And from there too is the root of the animal
soul, whose root is from the twelve oxen; but the G-dly soul, its root is from the inner dimension

(pnimiyus) of Malchus and from Z’eir Anpin itself, as is written in the Zohar, Vayechi, folio 245.
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And this is why the level of Malchus is sometimes called behemah, as mentioned above, and some-
times called adam: when she is in Atzilus she is called adam, and when she descends into Beriah
she is called behemah, as it is written, “and the spirit of the beast that goes down below,” etc. And
these are the two levels mentioned above, the outer [dimension] of Malchus and the inner dimen-
sion of Malchus.
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And the matter of the counting of the Omer, which is the refinement of the animal soul: this is the
rectification and elevation of the level within Malchus that is called behemah; and through this, af-
terwards, on the festival of Shavuos, it becomes the level of adam, which rises into Atzilus, into the

inner dimension (pnimiyus) of Malchus.
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And this is the matter of “And you shall offer a new meal-offering,” etc. And the mayin duchrin
(masculine waters) that are drawn down through this are the matter of the Giving of the Torah, etc.,

which is the drawing down of Keser and Chochmabh into the letters of the level of chitah.
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And it is like the matter of the union and joining of the good of the Tree of Knowledge and its inclu-
sion in the Tree of Life, to be one in one (lemehevei echad be’echad) (and see the Zohar, Parshas
Emor, folio 96a; and see what is written in the explanation on the verse “The voice of my beloved,”

etc.).
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