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T H E  B I G  I D E A

The land drinks “to” the rain of heaven because what rises from below calls forth

the answer from above, like a toast that invites a toast in return; and, like a seal

that leaves a reversed impression, the humble “water” of self-nullification draws a

greater revelation than fiery love. G-d’s kindness and forgiveness, which flow from

His infinite greatness, rest only on one who makes himself like leftovers.

Each section: the Hebrew, then the translation, then a short explanation under a gold rule. Small numbers in the Hebrew are the

notes at the end.

T H E  M A A M A R  I N  B R I E F

The maamar asks why Deuteronomy 11:11 says the land drinks “to the rain” (lemetar) rather than

“from the rain.” It begins with man, made in G-d’s tzelem, an image like a seal that reverses what it

stamps: G-d’s greatness above appears below as Avraham’s humble kindness, “I am dust and ashes,”

which flows down like water, while the soul’s love rises like fire. These are the land’s “valleys” and

“mountains,” two forms of the arousal from below. Self-nullification, the “water,” draws the higher re‐

sponse, an open revelation of the Infinite Light; so Yaakov mixed water into wine, and the water liba‐

tion of Sukkos draws down the rain of Shemini Atzeres. The maamar then explains why kindness is

called Gedulah, “greatness”: in G-d it flows from unsearchable greatness, erech apayim, “long of face,”

while in created beings holiness means bittul, and the Chesed of Yishmael, from the shattering of the

vessels, gives to display itself. So the Thirteen Attributes of “great mercy” reach only “the remnant,”

one who makes himself like leftovers: the High One dwells with the lowly of spirit.

O U T L I N E

1 The question and the reversed seal

Why “to the rain”; man as a seal that reverses; Avraham’s kindness as water that comes from greatness above,

the soul’s love as fire; mountains and valleys.

¶1

2 Water draws more than fire

Two loves and two awes; self-nullification draws an open revelation from above; Yaakov’s water in the wine;

mayin nukvin; the wine and water libations.

¶2

3 Sukkos, Shemini Atzeres and a question of names

The water libation draws the rain of Shemini Atzeres; “for the remnant of His heritage”; why the early

Kabbalists called Chesed “Gedulah.”

¶3
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4 Kindness from infinite greatness

In G-d, kindness flows from unsearchable greatness (erech apayim, “long of face”); created beings are as

nothing; Avraham’s and Yaakov’s humility; Etz Chaim speaks of the limited Chesed of Z’eir Anpin.

¶4–5

5 Holy kindness and the kindness of Yishmael

The Chesed of Mah and the boundless kindness of Arich Anpin; the Chesed of Yishmael from the shattering

of the vessels of Tohu; cleave to the kindness of Tikkun even at a cost.

¶6–7

6 Self-nullification reveals G-d’s greatness

A sunken impression below draws a raised seal from above; the sitra achra receives only through the shat‐

tering of the vessels; Avraham’s mountain grows out of his valley.

¶8–9

7 For the remnant of His heritage

The Thirteen Attributes of “great mercy” rest only on one who makes himself like leftovers; “I dwell on

high… and with the crushed and lowly of spirit.”

¶10

K E Y  C O N C E P T S

Raised seal and sunken seal חותם בולט וחותם שוקע
A raised stamp leaves a sunken impression, and a sunken

one a raised impression. The maamar uses this to show

how qualities above appear reversed below, and why self-

nullification below draws an open revelation from above.

The arousal from below (isarusa dilesata) אתערותא
דלתתא
Human initiative that draws a Divine response. Here it

takes two forms: fiery love that rises (“mountains”) and

humble self-nullification (“valleys,” water).

Mayin nukvin and mayin duchrin מיין נוקבין ומיין
דוכרין
The “feminine waters” that rise from the receiver and the

“masculine waters” that answer from the giver: the land’s

water and “the rain of heaven.”

The Chesed of Mah חסד דמ״ה
Kindness rooted in self-nullification (mah, “what?”): the

holy kindness of Avraham and of the World of Tikkun,

which gives even from what it needs.

The Chesed of Yishmael חסד דישמעאל
Lavish giving meant to display one’s own wealth and

greatness, and only from surplus; it came into being from

the shattering of the vessels of Tohu.

Erech apayim and Z’eir Anpin ארך אפים / זעיר אנפין
“Slow to anger,” literally “long of face”: the infinite level

from which kindness flows out of greatness, as against

Z’eir Anpin, “the small face,” whose attributes are

measured.

Making oneself like leftovers משים עצמו כשיריים
The Talmud’s reading of “the remnant of His heritage”:

one who counts himself as nothing, and so becomes the

vessel for G-d’s great mercy.
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S E C T I O N  1  ·  ¶ 1

The question and the reversed seal

. )מענין ארץ הרים ובקעות ברבות ס״פ ראה 4 ,5 ארץ הרים1 ובקעות2 למטר השמים3 תשתה מים6,

ובילקוט בשם הספרי ומענין למטר השמים ברבות בראשית פי״ג( )דט״ז ב׳(

“A land of mountains and valleys; to the rain of heaven it drinks water.” (On “a land of mountains

and valleys,” [see] the Midrash Rabbah at the end of Parshas Re’eh, and the Yalkut in the name of

the Sifri; and on “to the rain of heaven,” Bereishis Rabbah, chapter 13.) (Folio 16b.)

The maamar opens with Deuteronomy 11:11, where Moshe describes the Land of Israel as a land of moun‐

tains and valleys that drinks the rain of heaven. The parentheses list Midrashim on the verse: on “a land of

mountains and valleys,” the Midrash Rabbah at the end of Parshas Re’eh and the Sifri as quoted in the

Yalkut; on “the rain of heaven,” Bereishis Rabbah, chapter 13.

בשלח ר״פ כ״ה )קמ״א ג׳( בקהלת רבה בפסוק והארץ לעולם עומדת7 ור״פ כל הנחלים הולכים אל הים

גמרא פרק קמא דתענית )ד״ט ע״ב( פרק ב׳ דבבא בתרא )די״ט סע״א ]סוף עמוד א[(.

[Shemos Rabbah,] Beshalach, at the beginning of chapter 25 (141c); Koheles Rabbah on the verse

“and the earth stands forever,” and at the beginning of [the section on] “All the rivers go to the

sea”; the Gemara, the first chapter of Taanis (folio 9b); the second chapter of Bava Basra (folio 19,

end of side a).

The list continues with Shemos Rabbah on Beshalach, Koheles Rabbah, and two passages of the Talmud,

Taanis 9b and Bava Basra 19a. Several of them use our verse: Rabbi Yehoshua proves from it that the world

drinks from the upper waters, and Koheles Rabbah compares the earth to a person, “a person drinks and the

earth drinks.”

להבין מה שכתוב למטר כי ממטר הל״ל ]הוה ליה למימר[. הנה כתיב כי בצלם אלקים עשה את האדם8 פי׳

צלם הוא צורה בולטת שכשמדפיסים בה נעשה שוקע כמבואר גבי רצועות של תפילין של

To understand what is written, “to the rain” (lemetar), for it should have said “from the rain”

(mimetar). Now, it is written, “For in the image (tzelem) of G-d He made man.” The meaning: a

tzelem is a raised form which, when one stamps with it, becomes sunken, as is explained concern‐

ing the straps of the tefillin of the

The question: the verse says lemetar, “to the rain,” where we would expect mimetar, “from the rain,” if the

land simply received rain. The answer begins with man, made “in the image (tzelem) of G-d” (Genesis 9:6): a

tzelem is a raised form, like a stamp, and what it presses into wax or clay comes out sunken.

1
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9 משמאל של מעלה נעשה ימין למטה12 ]כן הוא במשנת חסידים ,10 ראש שאדם הוא כחותם המתהפך11,

בתיקון תפילין פרק י״ד אות ה׳ שהאדם הוא לגבי ז״א כחותם המתהפך ועיין מ״ש מענין רצועות
13 דתש״ר ]דתפילין של ראש[ בד״ה שימני כחותם[

head: that man is like a seal that is reversed; from left above, it becomes right below. [So it is in

Mishnas Chassidim, Tikkun Tefillin, chapter 14, section 5: that man, in relation to Z’eir Anpin (the

emotive attributes), is like a seal that is reversed. And see what is written on the matter of the straps

of the tefillin of the head in the discourse beginning “Set me as a seal.”]

A seal reverses what it stamps: raised becomes sunken, and left becomes right. So too man, made in the

Divine image, shows the qualities above in reversed form below. The bracket cites Mishnas Chassidim,

which says man is like a reversed seal in relation to Z’eir Anpin, and the maamar “Set me as a seal,” which

explains this through the straps of the head-tefillin.

והענין דכתיב לך ה׳ הגדולה והוא מדת חסדו שבאה מגדולתו ונהפך הוא למטה כדאשכחן באברהם

אבינו ע״ה ]עליו השלום[ ואנכי עפר ואפר14 דהנה עיקר החסד להשפיע מחייו

The explanation: it is written, “Yours, Havayah, is the greatness,” and this is the attribute of His

kindness, which comes from His greatness. And below, it is reversed, as we find with Avraham our

father, peace be upon him: “and I am dust and ashes.” For the essence of kindness is to give from

one’s own living

The first example is kindness. In “Yours, Havayah, is the greatness” (I Chronicles 29:11), G-d’s Chesed

(kindness) flows from His Gedulah (greatness), His being great beyond measure; below, it appears reversed,

in Avraham, the man of kindness, who says “I am dust and ashes” (Genesis 18:27). True kindness gives from

what one needs oneself.

ולא ממותרות שלו שזו מדת ישמעאל15 רק כמו שמצינו שבחזרתו פרע הקפותיו16 שלא לומר שחייך
18 17 מפני שמשים עצמו כשיריים19, קודמין

and not from one’s surplus, for that is the attribute of Yishmael; rather, as we find that on his return

he paid off his credit debts, so as not to say “your life comes first,” because he makes himself like

leftovers.

Giving only from what is left over is called “the attribute of Yishmael.” Avraham, on his way back, went to pay

off his debts (Bereishis Rabbah 41:3, quoted by Rashi on Genesis 13:3) rather than rely on the rule that “your

life comes first” (Bava Metzia 62a); he could do so because he made himself like leftovers, of no account in

his own eyes.
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וזהו בחינת מים שיורדין לעולם למקום נמוך20 ]נמצא מבחי׳ מדת הגדולה שלמעלה נמשך למטה בחי׳

חסד דמ״ה ]דשם מ״ה[ שהוא הביטול להיות משים עצמו כשיריים

And this is the aspect of water, which always descends to a low place. [It follows that from the level

of the attribute of greatness above, there is drawn down below the level of the Chesed (kindness) of

Mah, which is the self-nullification (bittul) of making oneself like leftovers;

Avraham’s kindness is like water, which always flows down to the lowest place: it comes from humility, not

from a sense of greatness. The bracket sums up: G-d’s greatness above is reflected below as “the Chesed of

Mah,” a kindness rooted in self-nullification (Mah, literally “what?”, stands for bittul, as paragraph 2 says of

Chochmah, koach mah, “the power of what”).

וזהו הנמשל מחותם בולט שכשמדפיסים בו נעשה למטה בחי׳ שקיעה ועמ״ש בזה באריכות בד״ה שימני

כחותם הנ״ל[

and this is what is illustrated by a raised seal which, when one stamps with it, becomes below the

aspect of sunkenness. And see what is written about this at length in the discourse beginning “Set

me as a seal,” mentioned above.]

This is what the raised seal illustrates: greatness above leaves a sunken impression of humility below. The

bracket refers to the fuller treatment in the maamar “Set me as a seal.”

והנה אהבת ה׳ בלב עמו כאש בוערה כדכתיב רשפיה רשפי אש21 כמו שהאש חפיצה בטבעה לעלות

למעלה בשרשה כן נפשות בני ישראל חפצן לדבקה בה׳ ולצאת מהגוף

Now, the love of G-d in the heart of His people is like a burning fire, as it is written, “Its flashes are

flashes of fire”: just as fire by its nature desires to rise upward to its root, so the souls of the chil‐

dren of Israel desire to cleave to G-d and to leave the body.

The second example is love. The love of G-d in a Jew’s heart burns like fire, as the verse “its flashes are flash‐

es of fire” (Song of Songs 8:6) says; just as a flame strains upward toward its source, the soul longs to cleave

to G-d, even to leave the body.

וזהו בחי׳ הסתלקות משמאל שלמעלה נעשה ימין למטה22 ]ועמ״ש מזה ג״כ בסמוך בד״ה ויאכילך את

23 וזהו שכתוב ארץ הרים ובקעות ובאתעדל״ת ]ובאתערותא דלתתא[ הנה. המן[

And this is the aspect of withdrawal (histalkus): from left above, it becomes right below. [And see

what is written about this, too, nearby, in the discourse beginning “And He fed you the manna.”]

And this is what is written, “a land of mountains and valleys.” And in the arousal from below (is‐

arusa dilesata), then,

This upward pull is histalkus, the soul’s longing to depart, and it too is the reversed seal: what is “left” above

appears as “right” below. Such love and such humility are what the verse calls “mountains and valleys.” The

bracket refers to the related discussion in “And He fed you the manna,” the first maamar of this parshah.



L I K K U T E I  T O R A H  ·  P A R S H A S  E I K E V  ·  M A A M A R  4 ארץ הרים ובקעות למטר השמים תשתה מים

7likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/eikev/4/

24 יש בה הרים היינו אתעדל״ת ]אתערותא
לפיכך הם ב׳ בחי׳ אש ומים ]פי׳ כי ארץ היא כנס״י ]כנסת ישראל[

דלתתא[ בבחי׳ רצוא וזהו ענין כאברהם שקראו הר25 כו׳

therefore, there are two aspects: fire and water. [The meaning: “land” is the Congregation of Israel

(Knesses Yisrael). It has “mountains,” that is, the arousal from below in the mode of ratzo (running

forth); and this is the meaning of “like Avraham, who called it a mountain,” etc.

So the arousal from below, the human initiative that draws a response from above, takes two forms, fire and

water. The bracket reads the verse: the “land” is the Congregation of Israel, and its “mountains” are the

soul’s surge upward, ratzo (running forth), as when the Talmud says that Avraham called the place of the

Temple a “mountain” (Pesachim 88a).

26 כמ״ש מזה בד״ה והרים לשון רבים כי יש כמה בחי׳ הר יש אהבה בשמחה ויש במרירות כו׳

And “mountains” is in the plural, because there are several aspects of “mountain”: there is love

with joy, and there is [love] with bitterness, etc., as is explained about this in the discourse

beginning

“Mountains” is plural because this upward surge takes several forms, such as love with joy and love with bit‐

terness. The maamarim “For the mountains may depart” and “Set me as a seal” treat them at length.

כי ההרים ימושו ובד״ה שימני כחותם ודרך כלל הרים היינו אתעדל״ת ]אתערותא דלתתא[ בבחי׳ חותם

בולט שמלמטה למעלה וזהו בחי׳ אש.

“For the mountains may depart,” and in the discourse beginning “Set me as a seal.” And in gener‐

al, “mountains” are the arousal from below in the mode of a raised seal, from below upward; and

this is the aspect of fire.

In general, the “mountains” are the arousal from below that works like a raised seal, rising from below up‐

ward. This is the quality of fire.

אבל בקעות הוא בחי׳ חותם שוקע שמלמטה היינו בחינת ביטול ובחי׳ יראה בחי׳ משים עצמו כשיריים
28 ,29 ,30 וע׳ מ״ש בד״ה שמע ישראל בפי׳ ונשב בגיא27 כו׳.

But “valleys” are the aspect of a sunken seal from below, that is, the level of self-nullification and

the level of awe, the level of making oneself like leftovers. And see what is written in the discourse

beginning “Hear, O Israel,” in the explanation of “And we dwelt in the valley,” etc.

The “valleys” are the opposite, a sunken seal from below: self-nullification, awe, and making oneself like

leftovers. The maamar “Hear, O Israel” develops this in its explanation of “And we dwelt in the valley”

(Deuteronomy 3:29).
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S E C T I O N  2  ·  ¶ 2

Water draws more than fire

ובקעות לשון רבים כי יש ג״כ בחי׳ יראה תתאה ויראה עילאה כו׳ וכידוע אשר ד׳ אותיות הוי׳ הן דחילו

ורחימו רחימו ודחילו הרי ב״פ ]ב׳ פעמים[ רחימו וב״פ ]וב׳ פעמים[ דחילו.

And “valleys” is in the plural, because there are also the levels of lower awe (yirah tata’ah) and

higher awe (yirah ila’ah), etc. And as is known, the four letters of the Name Havayah are awe and

love (dechilu urechimu), love and awe (rechimu udechilu); thus there is love twice and awe twice.

“Valleys” is plural too, because awe has two levels, a lower awe and a higher awe. As is known, the four let‐

ters of Havayah correspond in order to awe, love, love and awe, so there are two levels of love and two of

awe.

ואפשר שזהו הרים ובקעות ב׳בחי׳ הרים ב׳ בחינות בקעות כו׳[ והנה אתעדל״ע ]אתערותא דלעילא[ הנמשך

מלמעלה ע״י אתעדל״ת ]אתערותא דלתתא[ שבבחי׳ מים דלתתא גדולה ועליונה י ותר מאתעדל״ע

]מאתערותא דלעילא[

And possibly this is [the meaning of] “mountains and valleys”: two aspects of mountains, two as‐

pects of valleys, etc.] Now, the arousal from above (isarusa dile’eila) that is drawn down from above

through the arousal from below that is in the mode of water below is greater and higher than the

arousal from above

Perhaps, the bracket suggests, the plurals “mountains” and “valleys” hint at these two loves and two awes.

The main argument resumes: the response from above to the “water” kind of arousal below is greater and

higher than the response to the “fire” kind.

הנמשך ע״י אש31 ]כי מבחי׳ אתעדל״ת ]אתערותא דלתתא[ שבבחי׳ חותם בולט שמלמטה נמשך מלמעלה

בחי׳ חותם שוקע ומאתעדל״ת ]ומאתערותא דלתתא[ שבבחי׳ שקיעה וביטול נמשך אתעדל״ע ]אתערותא

דלעילא[ גילוי בחי׳ חותם בולט

that is drawn down through fire. [For from the arousal from below that is in the mode of a raised

seal from below, there is drawn down from above the aspect of a sunken seal; and from the arousal

from below that is in the mode of sinking and self-nullification, there is drawn down an arousal

from above, a revelation of the aspect of a raised seal,

The reason follows the seal: when the arousal below is a raised seal, a fiery love that rises, the response from

above comes as a sunken seal. When the arousal below is sunken, self-nullification, the response from above

comes as a raised seal, an open revelation.

2
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דהיינו גילוי אור א״ס בלי לבושים המסתירים ולא יכנף עוד32 כו׳ וכמ״ש כ״ז ]כל זה[ ע״פ שימני כחותם

הנ״ל וא״כ אתעדל״ת ]אתערותא דלתתא[ שבבחי׳ מיים

that is, a revelation of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) without concealing garments, “and [your

Teacher] will no longer be hidden,” etc., and as all this is explained on [the verse] “Set me as a

seal,” mentioned above. And if so, the arousal from below that is in the mode of water,

That open revelation is the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) without the garments that usually hide it, as Isaiah

promises, “your Teacher will no longer be hidden” (Isaiah 30:20). From this the maamar draws its conclu‐

sion about the arousal of “water,” stated in the next part.

שהוא בחי׳ שקיעה וביטול משים עצמו כשיריים ממשיך אתעדל״ע ]אתערותא דלעילא[ עליונה יותר ממה

שנמשך על ידי אתעדל״ת ]אתערותא דלתתא[ בבחי׳ רשפי אש.

which is the aspect of sinking and self-nullification, making oneself like leftovers, draws down a

higher arousal from above than what is drawn down through the arousal from below in the mode of

“flashes of fire.”

Self-nullification, the “water” of making oneself like leftovers, draws a higher response from above than the

fiery love described as “flashes of fire.”

ואפשר לומר שזה מרומז ג״כ בפי׳ ארץ הרים ובקעות שמחותם בולט שלמעלה נעשה למטה בחי׳

שקיעה וביטול כו׳[

And it is possible to say that this, too, is alluded to in the meaning of “a land of mountains and val‐

leys”: that from the raised seal above there comes to be, below, the aspect of sinking and self-nulli‐

fication, etc.]

The bracket suggests that “a land of mountains and valleys” itself hints at this: what is a raised seal above ap‐

pears below as sinking and self-nullification, the “valleys.”

33 להמשיך ברכה עליונה יותר )וע׳ בזהר בלק דף קפ״ט סע״א ]סוף עמוד א[ ולכן ארמי יעקב מים ליין
34 בע״א ]באופן אחר[ קצת( וזהו למטר השמים תשתה מים כאדם השותה לחבירו שיחזור וישתה לו.

Therefore Yaakov cast water into the wine, to draw down a higher blessing (and see the Zohar,

Balak, folio 189, end of side a, [explained] somewhat differently). And this is “to the rain of heaven

it drinks water”: like a person who drinks to his fellow so that he will drink to him in return.

This is why Yaakov mixed water into his wine: water, the humble element, draws a higher blessing. Now the

verse is clear: the land “drinks water” toward heaven the way a person drinks to a friend so that the friend

will drink to him in return, and heaven answers with rain; the Zohar on Balak treats the subject somewhat

differently.
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]פי׳ שזהו העלאת35 מיין נוקבין להמשיך מיין דוכרין הנק׳ מטר השמים. ועמ״ש ע״פ אם בחקתי כו׳

בענין ונתתי גשמיכם36 כו׳.

[The meaning: this is the raising of mayin nukvin (feminine waters) to draw down mayin duchrin

(masculine waters), which are called “the rain of heaven.” And see what is written on [the verse] “If

in My statutes,” etc., on the matter of “I will give your rains,” etc.

In Kabbalistic terms, the water that rises from below is mayin nukvin (feminine waters), the arousal of the

receiver, and it draws down mayin duchrin (masculine waters), the flow of the giver, here called “the rain of

heaven.” The bracket refers to the maamar on “If you walk in My statutes” and its explanation of “I will give

your rains in their season” (Leviticus 26:3–4).

ואפשר עד״ז י״ל ]יש לומר[ ג״כ ענין ניסוך המים37 שהיה בחג הסוכות כל שבעת ימי החג. כי

And possibly, along these lines, one may also explain the matter of the water libation, which took

place on the festival of Sukkos all seven days of the festival. For

Along the same lines, the bracket suggests, one can explain the water libation, water poured on the altar on

each of the seven days of Sukkos. The Talmud (Taanis 2b) finds a hint of it in the Torah.

הנה ענין ניסוך היין הוא בחינת שמחה והוא כמו חותם בולט ששמלמטה. בחי׳ שמחת הנפש באהבה

רבה לה׳.

the matter of the wine libation is the aspect of joy, and it is like a raised seal from below: the aspect

of the soul’s joy in great love (ahavah rabbah) for G-d.

The wine libation stands for joy. It is a raised seal from below: the soul’s joy in its great love (ahavah rabbah)

for G-d, surging upward.

וזהו ענין שיר הלוים על היין. אבל ניסוך המים הוא בחי׳ חכמה כח מה38 בחי׳ ביטול שהוא בחי׳ חותם
39 שוקע שמלמטה.

And this is the meaning of the Levites’ song over the wine. But the water libation is the aspect of

Chochmah (wisdom), koach mah (the power of “what”), the aspect of self-nullification, which is the

aspect of a sunken seal from below.

This is why the Levites’ song in the Temple went with the wine. The water libation, by contrast, is Chochmah,

which the Zohar calls koach mah, “the power of ‘what,’” the capacity for self-nullification; it is the sunken

seal from below.
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S E C T I O N  3  ·  ¶ 3

Sukkos, Shemini Atzeres and a question of names

40 שזהו המשכת מ״ד ]מיין דוכרין[ מלמעלה להיות נקלט והנה בשמיני עצרת אומרים מוריד הגשם41,

גילוי אור א״ס ב״ה

Now, on Shemini Atzeres we say, “He causes the rain to fall,” which is the drawing down of mayin

duchrin (masculine waters) from above, so that the revelation of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof),

blessed be He, will be received

On Shemini Atzeres we begin to say “He causes the rain to fall” in the Amidah. Inwardly, this rain is the

drawing down of mayin duchrin, the flow from above, so that a revelation of the Infinite Light will be re‐

ceived in the souls of Israel.

בנש״י ]בנשמות ישראל[ מקרב איש ולב עמוק42 ועמ״ש מזה בד״ה תורה צוה וע״ז נאמר למטר השמים

תשתה מים שכדי להמשיך המשכה עליונה זו דמטר השמים שבשמיני עצרת.

in the souls of Israel, from “the inward part of a man, and a deep heart.” And see what is written

about this in the discourse beginning “Torah tzivah” (“The Torah [that Moshe] commanded”). And

about this it is said, “to the rain of heaven it drinks water”: that in order to draw down this supernal

flow of “the rain of heaven” on Shemini Atzeres,

The light is to be received in “the inward part of a man, and a deep heart” (Psalms 64:7), the innermost

depth of the soul; the maamar “Torah tzivah” discusses this. The verse “to the rain of heaven it drinks water”

refers to this rain of Shemini Atzeres and to what draws it down, as the next part says.

הוא ע״י ניסוך המים בחג הסוכות. וזהו המשל הנ״ל כאדם השותה לחבירו כדי שיחזור וישתה לו

it is through the water libation on the festival of Sukkos. And this is the analogy mentioned above:

like a person who drinks to his fellow so that he will drink to him in return.

What draws it down is the water libation of Sukkos: the water poured out below during the seven days draws

the “rain” from above on Shemini Atzeres. This is the image of a person who drinks to a friend so that the

friend will drink to him in return.

3
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והנה על פי זה יובן הפסוק מי אל כמוך נושא עון כו׳ לשארית נחלתו וארז״ל ]ואמרו רבותינו זכרונם לברכה[
44 ,45 43 דפי׳ לשארית היינו למי שמשים עצמו כשיריים. בפ״ב ]בפרק ב׳[ דר״ה ]דראש השנה[ )דף י״ז(

Now, on this basis the verse will be understood, “Who is a G-d like You, who bears iniquity,” etc.,

“for the remnant of His heritage”; and our Sages, of blessed memory, said in the second chapter of

Rosh HaShanah (folio 17) that “for the remnant” means for one who makes himself like leftovers.

The same principle explains Micah 7:18, “Who is a G-d like You, who bears iniquity... for the remnant of His

heritage.” The Talmud (Rosh HaShanah 17a–b) reads “for the remnant” (she’eris) as “for one who makes

himself like leftovers” (sheyarayim): G-d’s forgiveness reaches the one who sets himself aside.

ויש לבאר תחלה ענין שבספרי מקובלים הקדמוים נק׳ המדות עליונות גג״ת ]גדולה גבורה תפארת[ גדולה

גבורה תפארת היינו שמדת חסדו ית׳ נק׳ בשם גדולה

But first we must explain the matter that in the books of the early Kabbalists the supernal emotive

attributes (middos) are called [by the initials] GGT, Gedulah, Gevurah, Tiferes; that is, the attribute

of His kindness, may He be blessed, is called by the name Gedulah (greatness);

First the maamar raises a question of names. The early Kabbalists, before the Arizal, called the first three

emotive attributes Gedulah (greatness), Gevurah and Tiferes, so that G-d’s kindness was called “greatness.”

רק בע״ח ]בעץ חיים[ נזכר הכל חג״ת ]חסד גבורה תפארת[ שנק׳ המדה בשם חסד ובפסוק כתיב ג״כ לך ה׳
47 הגדולה והגבורה46 כו׳.

only in Etz Chaim is it all mentioned as Chesed, Gevurah, Tiferes, where the attribute is called by

the name Chesed (kindness). And in the verse, too, it is written, “Yours, Havayah, is the greatness

(Gedulah) and the might (Gevurah),” etc.

Only in Etz Chaim, the Arizal’s teachings, is the first attribute called Chesed (kindness), giving the series

Chesed, Gevurah, Tiferes. Yet the verse itself says “Yours, Havayah, is the greatness and the might,” using

the older name; the next paragraphs explain why kindness is called “greatness.”
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S E C T I O N  4  ·  ¶ 4 – 5

Kindness from infinite greatness

והענין כי באמת בא״ס ב״ה לא שייך לומר שישפיע חסד רק מחמת כי לגדולתו אין חקר48 וכמ״ש ארך

אפים וגדל חסד49 כי

The explanation: in truth, with regard to the Infinite One (Ein Sof), blessed be He, one cannot say

that He bestows kindness except because “His greatness is unsearchable,” as it is written, “slow to

anger (erech apayim, literally ‘long of face’) and great in kindness.” For

Now the maamar explains why kindness is called “greatness.” In G-d, the Infinite One, kindness has no

cause except His boundless greatness: because “His greatness is unsearchable” (Psalms 145:3), He is “slow

to anger and great in kindness” (Psalms 145:8). The Hebrew for “slow to anger,” erech apayim, literally

means “long of face,” and the maamar will build on this.

הנה באור פני מלך חיים50 ולהיותו ית׳ נק׳ ארך אפים ע״כ נמשך להיות וגדל חסד כו׳ וכמ״ש במ״א

“in the light of the King’s face is life”; and because He, may He be blessed, is called erech apayim,

therefore it is drawn forth to be “great in kindness,” etc., as is explained elsewhere.

The verse “In the light of the King’s face is life” (Proverbs 16:15) ties life and goodness to the King’s “face.”

So because G-d is called erech apayim, “long of face,” His being “great in kindness” is drawn from it.

51 עיין בזהר באדרת נשא )דקל״ג ולכן הוא חסד אין קץ ותכלית לחסדו הטוב וזהו מדת ורב חסד52,
53

ע״ב(

Therefore it is a kindness [such that] there is no end or limit to His good kindness; and this is the

attribute of “abundant in kindness.” See the Zohar, in the Idra of Nasso (folio 133b).

Kindness that flows from boundless greatness is itself boundless: there is no end to His good kindness. This

is “abundant in kindness,” one of the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy (Exodus 34:6), which the Zohar discusses

in the Idra of Parshas Nasso.

אמנם בחי׳ חסד זה שמצד הגדולה זהו דייקא במדת א״ס ב״ה אשר לגדולתו אין חקר כי הוא לבדו הוא

54 כי גאה גאה56 כו׳ הוא קדמון לכל הקדומים55,

However, this level of kindness that stems from greatness belongs specifically to the attribute of the

Infinite One, blessed be He, “whose greatness is unsearchable”; for He alone is the One who is pri‐

mordial before all that is primordial, “for He is highly exalted,” etc.

Kindness that comes from greatness belongs only to G-d, whose greatness truly has no measure. He alone is

“primordial before all that is primordial,” and “highly exalted” (Exodus 15:1) above everything.

4
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לכן לך הוי׳ דייקא הגדולה משא״ בנבראים לא שייך מדה זו מאחר שהם באמת כלא חשיבי וכל

ההשתלשלות הוא כטפה לגבי אוקיינוס ויותר מכן אין ערוך כו׳

Therefore “Yours, Havayah,” specifically, “is the greatness.” Whereas in created beings this at‐

tribute does not apply, since in truth they are “considered as nothing,” and the entire chain of de‐

scending worlds (hishtalshelus) is like a drop compared to the ocean, and even more than that,

there is no comparison, etc.

That is why the verse says “Yours, Havayah, is the greatness”: greatness belongs to G-d alone. Created beings

cannot have this quality, for before Him they are “considered as nothing”; all the worlds together are less

than a drop beside the ocean.

לכן בכל סטרא דקדושה הוא בחי׳ ביטול ואין דכלא חשיבי נהפוך מבחי׳ גדולה ולכן נקרא ארץ ישראל
58 57 לשון הכנעה וביטול כמ״ש לעיל. בשם ארץ כנען

Therefore throughout the side of holiness there is the aspect of self-nullification (bittul) and of

nothingness, of “considered as nothing,” the reverse of the aspect of greatness. And therefore the

Land of Israel is called by the name “the land of Canaan,” a term of submission (hachna’ah) and

self-nullification, as is explained above.

So everything holy is marked by self-nullification (bittul), the opposite of greatness. That is why the Land of

Israel is called “the land of Canaan,” a name the maamar connects with hachna’ah, submission.

59 שנמשך מבחי׳ ואנכי עפר ואפר61 ועד״ז אמר יעקב קטנתי מכל החסדים62 וזהו מדת חסד לאברהם60,

63 ע״ש.
כמ״ש באגה״ק ]באגרת הקודש[

And this is the attribute of “kindness to Avraham,” which is drawn from the level of “and I am dust

and ashes.” Along the same lines Yaakov said, “I am too small for all the kindnesses,” as is ex‐

plained in Iggeres HaKodesh; see there.

“Kindness to Avraham” (Micah 7:20, the close of the passage that begins “Who is a G-d like You”) is exactly

this kind: Avraham’s kindness flows from “I am dust and ashes” (Genesis 18:27), from his self-nullification.

Yaakov said the same in “I am too small for all the kindnesses” (Genesis 32:11), as Iggeres HaKodesh

explains.

5
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S E C T I O N  5  ·  ¶ 6 – 7

Holy kindness and the kindness of Yishmael

ומ״ש בע״ח ]בעץ חיים[ מדת חסד ולא אמר גדולה היינו כי בע״ח ]בעץ חיים[ מדבר בחסד דז״א דאצילות

אשר הכלים הם בבחי׳ גבול ותכלית

And as for Etz Chaim’s saying “the attribute of Chesed (kindness)” and not “Gedulah”: this is be‐

cause Etz Chaim speaks of the Chesed of Z’eir Anpin (the emotive attributes) of the World of Atzilus

(Emanation), whose vessels are in the state of limit and end,

Etz Chaim calls the attribute Chesed rather than Gedulah because it speaks of the Chesed of Z’eir Anpin in

the World of Atzilus, whose vessels are defined and limited. “Greatness” would not suit a limited attribute.

רל״ו אלפים רבבות פרסאות כמ״ש באגה״ק ]באגרת הקודש[ ד״ה איהו וחיוהי ולכן נק׳ זעיר אנפין משא״כ

ארך אפים הוא אין סוף.

236 thousand myriads of parasangs, as is explained in Iggeres HaKodesh, in the section beginning

“He and His life-forces”; and therefore it is called Z’eir Anpin (“the small face”), whereas erech

apayim (“long of face”) is infinite.

Even in Atzilus the vessels have a measure, given as 236 thousand myriads of parasangs, as explained in

Iggeres HaKodesh in the letter beginning “He and His life-forces.” That is why the configuration is called

Z’eir Anpin, “the small face,” while erech apayim, “long of face,” is infinite.

ולכן בחסד דז״א נק׳ חסד דמ״ה ]דשם מ״ה[ בחי׳ ביטול שהכלים בטלים ממש לא״ס ב״ה אבל בחי׳ וגדל

חסד ורב חסד זהו64 בבחינת א״א שלמעלה מהאצילות כנ״ל וכמ״ש בזהר שם בענין חסד דלגאו וחסד

דלבר65 ע״ש.

Therefore the Chesed (kindness) of Z’eir Anpin is called the Chesed of Mah, the aspect of self-nulli‐

fication (bittul), for the vessels are truly nullified to the Infinite One (Ein Sof), blessed be He. But

the level of “great in kindness” and “abundant in kindness” is in the level of Arich Anpin (“the long

face”), which is above Atzilus, as mentioned above, and as is explained in the Zohar there on the

matter of the inner Chesed and the outer Chesed; see there.

So the Chesed of Z’eir Anpin is “the Chesed of Mah,” self-nullification: its vessels are wholly nullified to the

Infinite One. Boundless kindness, “great in kindness” and “abundant in kindness,” belongs to Arich Anpin,

“the long face,” which the maamar places above Atzilus; the Zohar there distinguishes an inner Chesed from

an outer Chesed.

6
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אך משבה״כ ]משבירת הכלים[ שמעולם התהו נתהוה בחי׳ חסד דישמעאל66 אשר גם הוא פזרן אכן הפיזור

בכדי להראות את עשרו ותפארת גדולתו ולהיות לו לשם ולתפארת. הפך מבחי׳ הביטול מבחי׳ עפר

ואפר וממילא שאין משפיע רק מהמותרות שלו.

But from the shattering of the vessels (sheviras hakeilim) of the World of Tohu there came into be‐

ing the aspect of the Chesed of Yishmael, who is also a lavish giver; but the lavishness is in order to

show his wealth and the splendor of his greatness, and so that it will be for him “a name and splen‐

dor.” [This is] the opposite of the aspect of self-nullification, of the aspect of “dust and ashes”; and

consequently he gives only from his surplus.

From the shattering of the vessels in the World of Tohu (chaos) came another kind of kindness, the Chesed of

Yishmael. Yishmael also gives lavishly, but to display his wealth and win a name; this is the opposite of the

self-nullification of “dust and ashes,” and so he gives only from his surplus.

והתהוות בחי׳ זה דנבראים היינו ע״י שבה״כ ]שבירת הכלים[ דייקא מעולם התהו שלפני האצילות שהיה

החסד בבחי׳ גדולה כו׳ ועמ״ש מזהבד״ה ויהי בשלח פרעה67 בענין כמה ארך אפים לפניו כו׳ ע״ש.

And the coming into being of this aspect in created beings is specifically through the shattering of

the vessels of the World of Tohu, which preceded Atzilus, where the Chesed was in the mode of

greatness, etc. And see what is written about this in the discourse beginning “And it came to pass,

when Pharaoh sent [the people] out,” on the matter of “how much erech apayim there is before

Him,” etc.; see there.

Created beings came to have this self-centered kind of kindness through the shattering of the vessels of

Tohu, which preceded Atzilus and in which Chesed took the form of “greatness.” The maamar refers to the

discourse “And it came to pass, when Pharaoh sent the people out” for the idea of “how much erech apayim

there is before Him.”

ועמ״ש בביאור על פ׳ שחורה אני כו׳ בענין כאהלי קדר כו׳ ע״ש. והאדם צריך לידבק במדות דעולם

התיקון חסד דמ״ה ]דשם מ״ה[ בחי׳ בטול

And see what is written in the explanation on the passage “I am black,” etc., on the matter of “like

the tents of Kedar,” etc.; see there. And a person must cleave to the attributes of the World of

Tikkun (rectification): the Chesed (kindness) of Mah, the aspect of self-nullification (bittul).

It also refers to the explanation of “I am black” (Song of Songs 1:5) on “like the tents of Kedar.” The practical

point follows: a person must cleave to the attributes of the World of Tikkun, the self-nullified Chesed of Mah,

not to the kindness of Tohu.

7
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S E C T I O N  6  ·  ¶ 8 – 9

Self-nullification reveals G-d’s greatness

ולכן אפילו מגיע לו ריעותא מהגמילות חסד לא ימנע א״ע ]את עצמו[ מלגמול חסד כיון שסבת החסד
68 מחמת שמשים עצמו כשיריים כו׳ כנ״ל.

Therefore, even if some harm comes to him from an act of kindness, he should not hold himself

back from doing kindness, since the cause of the kindness is that he makes himself like leftovers,

etc., as mentioned above.

Therefore, even if doing a kindness brings him some harm, he should not hold back. His kindness does not

come from a sense of his own greatness but from making himself like leftovers, so a loss to himself is no rea‐

son to stop.

והנה ע״י בחי׳ בטול זה יוכל להתגלות עליו מדותיו של הקב״ה ממש שהוא בחי׳ מדת גדולתו ית׳

בגילוי ממש

Now, through this aspect of self-nullification (bittul), the very attributes of the Holy One, blessed be

He, can be revealed upon him, that is, the aspect of the attribute of His greatness, may He be

blessed, in actual revelation.

Self-nullification has a further result: through it, G-d’s own attributes, His very greatness, can be openly re‐

vealed upon a person.

כי ע״י בחי׳ שקיעה שמלמטה שהוא בחי׳ ביטול נמשך אתעדל״ע ]אתערותא דלעילא[ בבחי׳ חותם בולט הוא

בחי׳ מדת גדולתו ית׳ משא״כ בסט״א ]בסטרא אחרא[

For through the aspect of sinking from below, which is the aspect of self-nullification, there is

drawn down an arousal from above (isarusa dile’eila) in the mode of a raised seal, which is the as‐

pect of the attribute of His greatness, may He be blessed. This is not so with the sitra achra (the oth‐

er side),

This is the seal again: a sunken impression below, self-nullification, draws from above a raised seal, the rev‐

elation of G-d’s greatness. The sitra achra (the other side), the realm opposed to holiness, is different.

שהוא בחי׳ יש נמשך משם רק ע״י שבירת הכלים וזהו ענין לעושי רצונו69 על אחת כמה וכמה.

which is the aspect of yesh (self-existence): from there it is drawn only through the shattering of

the vessels. And this is the meaning of “for those who do His will, how much more so.”

The sitra achra is yesh, a sense of separate self, and it receives Divine vitality only by way of the shattering of

the vessels. Hence the Talmud’s saying, “for those who do His will, how much more so”: if even those who go

against His will receive so much, how much more will He give to those who do it.

8
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S E C T I O N  7  ·  ¶ 1 0

For the remnant of His heritage

וכמ״ש במ״א שבעולם התיקון נמשך השראת אור א״ס מבחי׳ שלימותא דכולא כו׳. ואפשר שזהו ג״כ

פי׳ ארץ הרים ובקעות

As is explained elsewhere, in the World of Tikkun the indwelling of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) is

drawn from the level of “the perfection of all,” etc. And possibly this is also the meaning of “a land

of mountains and valleys,”

As explained elsewhere, in the World of Tikkun the Infinite Light dwells from the level called “the perfection

of all.” Perhaps, the maamar suggests, this gives another meaning to “a land of mountains and valleys.”

כי אברהם שהוא בחי׳ הר היינו מדת החסד הרי חסד זה נמשך מבחי׳ ואנכי עפר ואפר שהוא בחי׳ בקעה

בחי׳ ביטול כו׳ משא״כ בסט״א ]בסטרא אחרא[ כנ״ל ועמ״ש בד״ה ענין שניתנה תורה על הר סיני.

for Avraham, who is the aspect of “mountain,” that is, the attribute of Chesed (kindness): this

Chesed is drawn from the aspect of “and I am dust and ashes,” which is the aspect of a valley, the

aspect of self-nullification (bittul), etc. This is not so with the sitra achra (the other side), as men‐

tioned above. And see what is written in the discourse beginning “The matter that the Torah was

given on Mount Sinai.”

Avraham is a “mountain,” the attribute of kindness, but his kindness comes from “I am dust and ashes,” a

“valley” of self-nullification: in holiness the mountain grows out of the valley. It is not so in the sitra achra;

the maamar refers to the discourse on the Torah’s being given on Mount Sinai.

9

וזהו לשארית נחלתו למי שמשים עצמו כשיריים. כי הנה י״ג מדות הרחמים נק׳ רחמים גדולים כמ״ש
71 וברחמים גדולים אקבצך70 שנמשכים מבחי׳ ולגדולתו אין חקר.

And this is [the meaning of] “for the remnant of His heritage”: for one who makes himself like left‐

overs. For the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy are called “great mercy,” as it is written, “and with great

mercy I will gather you,” since they are drawn from the level of “and His greatness is

unsearchable,”

This returns to “for the remnant of His heritage,” which the Talmud reads as “for one who makes himself like

leftovers.” The Thirteen Attributes of Mercy are called “great mercy” (“with great mercy I will gather you,”

Isaiah 54:7) because they come from G-d’s greatness, which is unsearchable.

10
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שהם מבחי׳ ארך אפים וגדל חסד ועמ״ש מזה בד״ה כי ההרים ימושו. ובד ״ה קול דודי.

for they are from the level of “slow to anger (erech apayim) and great in kindness.” And see what is

written about this in the discourse beginning “For the mountains may depart,” and in the dis‐

course beginning “The voice of my beloved.”

They are the level of “slow to anger and great in kindness,” the boundless kindness that flows from great‐

ness. The maamarim “For the mountains may depart” and “The voice of my beloved” discuss this further.

וע״כ אינו נמשך אלא במי שמשים א״ע ]את עצמו[ כשיריים שהוא בחי׳ שקיעה וביטול שזה דייקא הוא

הכלי לבחי׳ חותם בולט שמלמעלה וכמ״ש באריכות ע״פ שימני כחותם על לבך כו וז״ש ]וזהו שכתוב[

)ישעיה נ״ז(

And therefore it is drawn only into one who makes himself like leftovers, which is the aspect of

sinking and self-nullification (bittul); for this specifically is the vessel for the aspect of the raised

seal from above, as is explained at length on [the verse] “Set me as a seal upon your heart,” etc. And

this is what is written (Isaiah, chapter 57):

Such great mercy can be drawn only into one who makes himself like leftovers, because a sunken impres‐

sion below is the vessel for the raised seal from above, as the maamar “Set me as a seal upon your heart” ex‐

plains. This answers why forgiveness reaches “the remnant,” and Isaiah says the same, as the next part

quotes.

כי כה אמר רם ונשא72 כו׳ מרום וקדוש אשכון ואת דכא ושפל רוח73 כו׳ וע׳ בזהר פ׳ אמור )ד״צ סע״ב ]סוף

עמוד ב[( ובמק״מ ]ובמקדש מלך[ שם:

“For thus says the High and Exalted One,” etc., “I dwell on high and in holiness, and with the

crushed and lowly of spirit,” etc. And see the Zohar, Parshas Emor (folio 90, end of side b), and the

Mikdash Melech there.

“For thus says the High and Exalted One... I dwell on high and in holiness, and with the crushed and lowly of

spirit” (Isaiah 57:15): the One who is highest dwells with the lowliest. The maamar closes with references to

the Zohar on Emor (90b) and the commentary Mikdash Melech there.
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I N  O N E ’ S  A V O D A H

A person must cleave to the attributes of the World of Tikkun, the humble kindness of the Chesed of Mah:

giving from what he himself needs and not only from his surplus, and not holding back even when a kind‐

ness costs him, since his kindness comes from making himself like leftovers. Through this self-nullification

G-d’s own greatness and great mercy can be revealed upon him.

Q U E S T I O N S  F O R  D I S C U S S I O N

1. Why does the verse say the land drinks “to” the rain of heaven, and how does the image of drinking to a

friend explain it?

2. How does the seal that reverses its image explain both Avraham’s kindness and the soul’s fiery love?

3. Why does the arousal of “water,” self-nullification, draw a higher response from above than the fiery love

of the “mountains”?

4. What separates the Chesed of Mah from the Chesed of Yishmael, when both may give generously?

5. Why can the Thirteen Attributes of “great mercy” rest only on one who makes himself like leftovers?
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S O U R C E S  A N D  R E F E R E N C E S

Notes

P A R A G R A P H  1

ארץ הרים

The note quotes the Rebbe’s remark there: see Maamarei

Admur HaZaken, Hanachos HaRap, p. 134, where this

maamar appears with variations.

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

הערת כ״ק אדמו״ר לעיל ע׳ יט בהערות וציונים ”ראה מאמרי אדה״ז —
הנחות הר״פ ז״ל )ע׳ קלד( ושם בשינויים”. וראה הנסמן להלן ברשימת
הכתבי-יד. מאמר זה בשינויים ותוס׳ הגהות באוה״ת עקב ע׳ תרכו. תרכט.
חלק מהמאמר שבאוה״ת מיוסד על ד״ה והחיות רצוא ושוב הנדפס בסה״מ
הנחות הר״פ ע׳ פב. ולכללות המאמר ראה ג״כ ד״ה קטנתי תשכ״ג. ע׳ בוך
פערטעל שנא, א. חה״ס תקצ״ח ביאור עזה״ד ]כ[. ]כוונתו לד״ה זו הנדפס
באוה״ת עקב ע׳ תרכו — שנמצא בבוך 318 שנא, א בכותרת: חגה״ס
תקצ״ח[. בתוך מאמר זה נכלל מאמר ד״ה לך ה׳ הגדולה משנת תקע״א
שנמצאים הנחות שונות מהמאמר: נוסח א׳ נדפס במאמרי אדה״ז כתובים
כרך ב ע׳ רכד בכותרת: יום ש״ק פ׳ תצא ומתחיל ”כתיב לך ה׳ הגדולה”.
הנחה ב׳ נדפס במאמרי אדה״ז — הנחות הר״פ ע׳ קלד ומתחיל ”מדת חסדו
של אברהם כו׳ הוא כשיריים”. ובא כהמשך לביאור שחורה אני דש״פ עקב.
הנחה ג׳ ]הנחת כ״ק אדהאמ״צ[: באוה״ת וירא צ, א. וז״ל אדמו״ר הצ״צ שם:
”ולהבין עוד יש להעתיק מה שמצאתי כתוב במ״א ושייך לענין זה וז״ל כ״י
מו״ח ז״ל: להבין שרש ענין לשארית נחלתו כו׳”. הנחה ד׳ נכלל בלקו״ת
כאן יז, ד מתיבת ”והנה עפ״ז יובן הפסוק כו׳ לשארית נחלתו”. כנראה
שכ״ק הצ״צ הרכיב שני מאמרים או ביאורים, אחד על פסוק לך ה׳ הגדולה,
ומתי׳ ומדת חסדו לקוח מביאור ע״פ שחורה אני. ראה ד״ה יביאו לבוש מל׳

תרכ״ז )בהוצאת תשנ״ט( ע׳ קצח ואילך.

1

ארץ הרים ובקעות

Moshe describes the Land of Israel: “a land of mountains

and valleys; to the rain of heaven it drinks water.” The

maamar asks why it says “to the rain” (lemetar) and reads

it as the earth’s own waters rising toward heaven.

Deuteronomy 11:11דברים י״א:י״א

יִם מַ שָּׁ ר הַ טַ מְ עֹת לִ קָ ים וּבְ רִ ץ הָ רֶ הּ אֶ תָּ שְׁ רִ ה לְ מָּ ים שָׁ רִ ם עֹבְ ר אַתֶּ ץ אֲשֶׁ אָרֶ הָ וְ
יִם: ה־מָּ תֶּ שְׁ תִּ

but the land, whither ye go over to possess it, is a land of

hills and valleys, and drinketh water as the rain of heaven

cometh down;

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

דברים יא, יא.

2

למטר השמים

Where does the earth drink from? Rabbi Eliezer says from

the ocean; Rabbi Yehoshua says from the upper waters,

“as it is said, ‘to the rain of heaven it drinks water,’” and

describes the clouds rising from the earth to receive the

rain.

Bereshit Rabbah 13:10בראשית רבה י״ג:י׳

ומהיכן הארץ שותה? רבי אליעזר אומר? ממימי אוקינוס, דכתיב ואד
יעלה מן הארץ. אמר ליה רבי יהושע: וכי מימי אוקינוס לא מים

מלוחים הן?! אמר לו: מתמתקים הן בעבים, דכתיב )שם לו(: אשר יזלו
שחקים. היכן הם נוזלין? בשחקים. רבי יהושע אומר: מן העליונים,
שנאמר )דברים יא(: למטר השמים תשתה מים. והעננים מתגברין מן
הארץ ועד הרקיע, ומקבלין אותן כמפי הנוד, דכתיב )איוב לו(: יזוקו

מטר לאדו וחושרים אותן כמין כברה, ואין טיפה נוגעת בחברתה,
דכתיב )שמואל ב כב(: חשרת מים עבי שחקים. למה הוא קורא אותן

שחקים? רבי שמעון …
From where does the earth receive its [rain] water? Rabbi

Eliezer says: From the water of the ocean, as it is written: “A

mist would rise from the earth.” Rabbi Yehoshua said to

him: But is the ocean water not salty? He said to him: It be‐

comes sweetened in the clouds, as it is written: “Which the

skies distill” (Job 36:28). Where is it distilled? In the skies.

Rabbi Yehoshua says: [Rain comes] from the upper waters,

as it is stated: “By the rains of the heavens it drinks water” …

Daat Bereshit Rabbah (Public Domain) · The Sefaria Midrash Rabbah, 2022
(CC-BY)

3

Rabbi Yehoshua: “The whole world drinks from the upper

waters, as it is said, ‘to the rain of heaven it drinks water’”;

the clouds rise to the firmament and receive the rain.

Taanit 9b:11תענית ט׳ ב:י״א

ר: מַ נֶּאֱ ה, שֶׁ ים הוּא שׁוֹתֶ יוֹנִ לְ עֶ יִם הָ מַּ עוֹלָם כּוּלּוֹ מִ ר: כׇּל הָ עַ אוֹמֵ י יְהוֹשֻׁ בִּ רַ

ן ד יַעֲלֶה מִ אֵ יֵּים ״וְ קַ י מְ נִ ה אֲ לָּא מָ יִם״, אֶ ה מָּ תֶּ שְׁ יִם תִּ מַ שָּׁ ר הַ טַ מְ ״לִ
נוֹד, ן כְּ יהֶ ין פִּ חִ , וּפוֹתְ יעַ קִ ים לָרָ עוֹלִ ים וְ רִ גַּבְּ תְ ים מִ נָנִ עֲ הָ ד שֶׁ לַמֵּ ץ״? מְ אָרֶ הָ

דוֹ״. אֵ ר לְ טָ זֹקּוּ מָ ר: ״יָ מַ נֶּאֱ ר, שֶׁ טָ י מָ ין מֵ לִ בְּ קַ וּמְ
William Davidson, Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC)

4

The Gemara explains that a Mishnah about keeping a plow

away from a neighbor’s wall does not mention irrigation

water because it speaks of the Land of Israel, of which it is

written, “to the rain of heaven it drinks water.”

Bava Batra 19a:18בבא בתרא י״ט א:י״ח

יפּוֹק לֵקהּ תִ נוֹת. וְ ילָ אִ שׁ לְ חוֹרֵ ים! בְּ עִ רָ שּׁוּם זְ יפּוֹק לֵקהּ מִ תִ ה – וְ ישָׁ חֲרֵ מַ
ה תֶּ שְׁ יִם תִּ מַ שָּׁ ר הַ טַ מְ יב: ״לִ תִ כְ י, דִּ אֵ ל קָ אֵ רָ ץ יִשְׂ רֶ אֶ נָּא בְּ יָּא! תַּ שּׁוּם מַ מִ

יִם״. מָּ
William Davidson, Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC)

5

On “All the rivers go to the sea,” the Midrash asks where

the earth drinks from and brings Rabbi Yehoshua’s proof

from “to the rain of heaven it drinks water.”

Kohelet Rabbah 1:7:1קוהלת רבה א׳:ז׳:א׳

י בִּ רַ זֶר וְ יעֶ לִ י אֱ בִּ ה, רַ ץ שׁוֹתָ אָרֶ ן הָ יכָ הֵ יָּם, וּמֵ ל הַ ים אֶ כִ ים הֹלְ לִ חָ נְּ כָּל הַ
יב )בראשית תִ כְ ה, דִּ יא שׁוֹתָ יָנוֹס הִ י אוֹקְ ימֵ ר מֵ זֶר אוֹמֵ יעֶ לִ י אֱ בִּ , רַ עַ יְהוֹשֻׁ

יָנוֹס י אוֹקְ ימֵ עַ מֵ י יְהוֹשֻׁ בִּ ר לוֹ רַ ה, אָמַ קָ שְׁ הִ ץ וְ אָרֶ ן הָ ד יַעֲלֶה מִ אֵ ב, ו(: וְ
יב )איוב לו, כח(: תִ כְ ים, דִּ בִ עָ ן בֶּ ין הֵ קִ תְּ מַ תְ ר לוֹ מִ ן, אָמַ ין הֵ לוּחִ יִם מְ לֹא מַ
ר עַ אוֹמֵ י יְהוֹשֻׁ בִּ רַ ים. וְ קִ חָ ים בַּשְּׁ לִ ים נוֹזְ ם נַעֲשִׂ ן הֵ יכָ ים, אֵ קִ חָ לוּ שְׁ זְ ר יִ אֲשֶׁ
יִם מַ שָּׁ ר הַ טַ מְ יב )דברים יא, יא(: לִ תִ כְ ה, דִּ יא שׁוֹתָ ים הִ יוֹנִ לְ עֶ יִם הָ מַּ מִ

יִם … מַ ד לַשָּׁ ץ עַ אָרֶ ן הָ ין מִ רִ גַּבְּ תְ ים מִ נָנִ עֲ הָ יִם, וְ ה מָ תֶּ שְׁ תִּ

6
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“All the rivers go to the sea, yet the sea is not full; to the

place that the rivers go, they go there again” (Ecclesiastes

1:7). “All the rivers go to the sea,” and from where does the

earth drink? Rabbi Eliezer and Rabbi Yehoshua, Rabbi

Eliezer says: It drinks from the water of the ocean, as it is

stated: “A mist went up from the earth [and watered the en‐

tire face of the ground]” (Genesis 2:6). Rabbi Yehoshua said

to him: ‘Isn’t the water of the ocean salty?’ He …

Midrash Rabbah -- TE (Public Domain) · The Sefaria Midrash Rabbah, 2022
(CC-BY)

והארץ לעולם עומדת

On “and the earth stands forever,” the Midrash lists ways

the earth resembles a person, among them “a person

drinks and the earth drinks, as it is said, ‘to the rain of

heaven it drinks water.’”

Kohelet Rabbah 1:8קוהלת רבה א׳:ח׳

א ם, קוֹרֵ אָדָ ת הָ ין אֶ עִ יַגְּ לָה מְ טָּ בַּ י הַ רֵ בְ ים לֹא יוּכַל וגו׳, דִּ ים יְגֵעִ רִ בָ דְּ כָּל הַ

ן, כֵּ סְ טוּר מִ לוֹת בְּ לְּ פַּ תְ יכוֹת. מִ עוּט חֲתִ ת, מִ רֶ לַע כַּעוֹפֶ ה. סֶ מָּ בשׁ שָׁ יּוֹם, כְּ הַ
י בִּ ל. רַ דָּ רְ חַ ין בְּ דִ רָ ן, תְּ כֵּ סְ טוּר מִ פָּט בְּ שְׁ ין. שׁוֹר מִ ין חֲתוּכִ רוּיִ ין שְׁ חֲתוּכִ
ד ן חַ מָּ יָיא, הֲוָה תַּ אַסְּ יתְ יָּה מִ עַ בָּ צַ לָה דְּ דְּ גְ ה מִ הֲדָ זַל לַ יהּ אֲ עֲרֵ ר שַׂ שַׁ ן נְ יוֹנָתָ
פוֹ יטְ ר לֵקהּ שִׁ מַ פֹּאתוֹ, אֲ רַ כָאן לְ ה לְ ךְ בָּאתָ רָ עְ יל שַׂ בִ שְׁ ר, בִּ ר, אָמַ פָּ סַ
ישׁ חִ הָ כָאן לְ י לְ תִּ קְ עֳתַ י הָ נִ אֲ פֹּאתוֹ, וַ רַ ל לְ עַ יֵּשׁ בָּהּ סַ ית שֶׁ בִ א סֵ הָ לַל, וְ אֲ מֵ

ר לֵקהּ … מַ יו, אֲ לָ גְ ל רַ בַע לֵקהּ עַ ם וּרְ יָה, קָ חְ מִ

“All matters are wearying; man cannot utter it, the eye is not

satisfied with seeing, nor the ear filled with hearing” (Eccle‐

siastes 1:8). “All matters are wearying; man cannot….”

Matters of platitude render a person weary. Koreh hayom –

assemble there; literally means “read there.” However, ko‐

reh can be used to mean assemble (see Deuteronomy 33:19)

and hayom is translated in Aramaic as yemama, which is

similar to taman, there. Thus, one could say koreh hayom is

a type of hint or code for “assemble there.” sela ka’oferet –

few …

Midrash Rabbah -- TE (Public Domain) · The Sefaria Midrash Rabbah, 2022
(CC-BY)

7

כי בצלם אלקים עשה את האדם
“Whoever sheds the blood of man... for in the image of

G-d He made man.” The maamar reads tzelem, “image,”

as a raised seal whose impression comes out sunken and

reversed.

Genesis 9:6בראשית ט׳:ו׳

ם: אָדָ ת־הָ ה אֶ שָׂ ים עָ לֹקִ  לֶם אֱ צֶ י בְּ ךְ כִּ פֵ מוֹ יִשָּׁ ם דָּ ם בָּאָדָ אָדָ ם הָ ךְ דַּ שֹׁפֵ
Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his blood be

shed; for in the image of G-d made He man.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

בראשית ט, ו.

8

שאדם הוא כחותם המתהפך

Kehot’s marei makom for these words (its note is below).

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

וע׳ איוב )לח, יד(. וע׳ פרדס להרמ״ק ש׳ ערכי הכינויים ערך אמת ]כ[.

9

כחותם המתהפך

Of the earth at dawn: “It turns like clay under a seal.” The

Kehot note points to it for the image of a seal that reverses

what it stamps.

Job 38:14איוב ל״ח:י״ד

בוּשׁ: מוֹ לְ בוּ כְּ יַצְּ יִתְ ם וְ ר חוֹתָ חֹמֶ ךְ כְּ פֵּ הַ תְ תִּ

It is changed as clay under the seal; And they stand as a

garment.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

10

כחותם המתהפך

In the entry “Emes” (truth) of the Gate of Appellations,

Rabbi Moshe Cordovero writes that because Tiferes is “like

a reversed seal,” the letters of tam appear in emes re‐

versed. The Kehot note refers here for the reversed seal.

Pardes Rimmonim 23:1:169פרדס רמונים כ״ג:א׳:קס״ט

והנה בהיותה מתייחדת בת״ת למעלה אז נקרא מציאותה אליו בסוד
שימני כחותם )שה״ש ח ו( ונקרא הוא על שמה אמ״ת. ומפני שהוא
כחותם המתהפך מציאות הנשאר בו נעשה ]אות מ׳ קודם לת׳[ הפך

ת״ם בסוד הצירוף והחתימה )ע׳ בשער הכנוים בד״ה בא יעקב(:
Pardes Rimonim (Public Domain)

11

נעשה ימין למטה

Kehot’s marei makom for these words (its note is below).

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

ביאור תוס׳. ]כ[.

12

בד״ה שימני כחותם

The maamar “Set me as a seal upon your heart” in

Likkutei Torah on Shir HaShirim is the one this maamar

keeps citing for the raised and sunken seal and for the

straps of the head-tefillin.

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

לקמן שה״ש. סידור שער התפילין.

13

ואנכי עפר ואפר
Avraham, pleading for Sedom: “Behold, I have ventured to

speak..., and I am dust and ashes.” The maamar finds here

the humility from which Avraham’s kindness came.

Genesis 18:27בראשית י״ח:כ״ז

ר: פֶ אֵ ר וָ פָ י עָ אָנֹכִ דֹ־נָי וְ ל־אֲ בֵּר אֶ דַ י לְ תִּ נֵּה־נָא הוֹאַלְ ר הִ יֹּאמַ ם וַ הָ רָ ן אַבְ יַּעַ וַ
And Abraham answered and said: ‘Behold now, I have taken

upon me to speak unto the L-rd, who am but dust and ashes.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

בראשית יח, כז. ראה פ׳ בהר מב, ב.

14

מדת ישמעאל

The note refers here for more on “the attribute of

Yishmael,” the kindness that gives only from surplus.

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

ראה תו״ח פ׳ תולדות ד, א ואילך ]בהוצאה החדשה קמה, א[. אוה״ת
בראשית כרך א ע׳ צג, א ואילך.

15
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שבחזרתו פרע הקפותיו

On “And he went on his journeys” (Genesis 13:3), Rabbi

Elazar son of Rabbi Menachem says that Avram went to

pay off his debts. The maamar sees in it a kindness that

does not first protect its own needs.

Bereshit Rabbah 41:3בראשית רבה מ״א:ג׳

ואברם כבד מאד במקנה בכסף ובזהב - הה״ד )תהלים קה( ויוציאם
בכסף וזהב וגו׳ וילך למסעיו, במסעות שהלך בהן חזר. אמר רבי אלעזר
ברבי מנחם: הלך לפרוע הקפותיו. וגם ללוט ההולך את אברם וגו׳ ד׳
דברים טובים היו ללוט בעבור אברם. וילך אברם וגו׳ וילך אתו לוט.
וגם ללוט ההולך את אברם, וישב את כל הרכוש וגם את לוט. ויהי

בשחת אלקים וגו׳, ויזכור אלקים את אברהם וישלח את לוט מתוך
וגו׳. וכנגדו היו בניו צריכים לפרוע לנו טובות, לא דיין שלא פרעו לנו

טובות אלא רעות. הה״ד )במדבר כב( …
“Abram was very wealthy in livestock, in silver, and in gold”

(Genesis 13:2). “Abram was very wealthy in livestock, in sil‐

ver, and in gold.” That is what is written: “He took them out

with silver and gold…” (Psalms 105:37). “He went on his

journeys from the Negev to Beit El, to the place where his

tent had been initially, between Beit El and Ai” (Genesis

13:3). “He went on his journeys” – on the same journeys

[routes] that he went [to Egypt], he returned. Rabbi Elazar

ben Rabbi Menaḥem said: …

Daat Bereshit Rabbah (Public Domain) · The Sefaria Midrash Rabbah, 2022
(CC-BY)

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

ב״ר מא, ג. הובא ברש״י בראשית יג, ג ]ילקוט ר׳ סט. — כ[.

16

חייך קודמין

Rabbi Akiva rules that when only one of two travelers can

survive on the water, “your life comes before your fellow’s

life.” Avraham did not invoke this rule to keep what he

needed.

Bava Metzia 62a:2בבא מציעא ס״ב א:ב׳

יָא: נְ תַ דְ כִ י לֵקהּ לְ עֵ בְּ יד לֵקהּ? מִ בֵ אי עָ ״ מַ ךְ מָּ יךָ עִ י אָחִ חֵ אי ״וְ נָן, הַ י יוֹחָ בִּ רַ וְ

ין ם שׁוֹתִ יִם, אִ ל מַ יתוֹן שֶׁ ן קִ הֶ ד מֵ חָ יַד אֶ ךְ וּבְ רֶ דֶּ ין בַּ כִ לְּ הַ יוּ מְ הָ נַיִם שֶׁ שְׁ
א: טוֹרָ ן פְּ שׁ בֶּ רַ יִּשּׁוּב. דָּ יעַ לַ גִּ ן – מַ הֶ ד מֵ חָ ה אֶ ם שׁוֹתֶ אִ ים. וְ תִ ם – מֵ נֵיהֶ שְׁ
ירוֹ. ל חֲבֵ תוֹ שֶׁ יתָ מִ ם בְּ הֶ ד מֵ חָ ה אֶ אֶ אַל יִרְ יָמוּתוּ, וְ ם וְ נֵיהֶ תּוּ שְׁ יִּשְׁ ב שֶׁ מוּטָ
יֵּי חַ ים לְ מִ יֶּיךָ קוֹדְ ״, חַ ךְ מָּ יךָ עִ י אָחִ חֵ ד: ״וְ ימֵּ לִ יבָא וְ י עֲקִ בִּ בָּא רַ ד שֶׁ עַ

. ךָ ירֶ חֲבֵ
William Davidson, Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC)

17

שמשים עצמו כשיריים

The note points ahead to paragraph 3 of this maamar,

where “for the remnant of His heritage” is explained as

“for one who makes himself like leftovers.”

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

ר״ה יז, רע״ב. וראה בהנסמן להלן רע״ד )בפנים(.

18

שמשים עצמו כשיריים

The Talmud reads “for the remnant (she’eris) of His her‐

itage” as “for one who makes himself like leftovers (she‐

yarayim).” Here the phrase describes Avraham; paragraph

3 returns to the verse.

Rosh Hashanah 17b:1–3ראש השנה י״ז ב:א׳-ג׳

יו״, כָ רָ כׇל דְּ יק ה׳ בְּ יב: ״צַדִּ תִ י, כְּ מֵ ב הוּנָא רָ יִם. רַ ירַ שִׁ מוֹ כְּ צְ ים עַ שִׂ מֵּ י שֶׁ מִ לְ
י בִּ יד. רַ סִ בַסּוֹף — חָ יק, וּלְ לָּה — צַדִּ חִ תְּ יו״! בַּ עֲשָׂ כׇל מַ יד בְּ סִ חָ יב: ״וְ תִ וּכְ
ישׁ אִ לֵּם לְ שַׁ ה תְ י אַתָּ יב: ״כִּ תִ ד״, וּכְ סֶ ךָ ה׳ חָ יב: ״וּלְ תִ י, כְּ מֵ זָר רָ עָ לְ אֶ
ךָ ה׳ בַסּוֹף — ״וּלְ הוּ״, וּלְ עֲשֵׂ מַ לֵּם כְּ שַׁ ה תְּ י אַתָּ לָּה — ״כִּ חִ תְּ הוּ״. בַּ עֲשֵׂ מַ כְּ

ד״. סֶ חָ
William Davidson, Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC)

19

לעולם למקום נמוך

The note says there is a long addition “there” at this point,

apparently in the version of this maamar in Or HaTorah

on Eikev.

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

שם תוס׳ מרובה כאן. ]כ[.

20

רשפי׳ רשפי אש

“Set me as a seal upon your heart... for love is strong as

death...; its flashes are flashes of fire.” The maamar uses it

for the soul’s fiery love; the same verse gives the title of

the maamar on seals that it keeps citing.

Song of Songs 8:6שיר השירים ח׳:ו׳

ה שָׁ וֶת אַהֲבָה קָ זָּה כַמָּ י־עַ ךָ כִּ רוֹעֶ ל־זְ ם עַ ךָ כַּחוֹתָ בֶּ ל־לִ ם עַ י כַחוֹתָ נִ ימֵ שִׂ
יָה: תְ בֶ הֶ לְ שׁ שַׁ י אֵ פֵּ שְׁ יהָ רִ פֶ שָׁ נְאָה רְ אוֹל קִ שְׁ כִ

Set me as a seal upon thy heart, As a seal upon thine arm;

For love is strong as death, Jealousy is cruel as the grave;

The flashes thereof are flashes of fire, A very flame of the

L-RD.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

שה״ש ח, ו.

21

נעשה ימין למטה

According to the note, Or HaTorah on Eikev has a long ad‐

dition here, after “from left above, it becomes right

below.”

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

שם ]באוה״ת עקב[ יש תוס׳ מרובה. ]כ[.

22

בסמוך בד״ה ויאכילך את המן

That maamar explains the manna as dew and “great com‐

passion,” and speaks of a love that comes from the revela‐

tion of G-d’s greatness, “His greatness is unsearchable,”

too great to be enclothed in the worlds.

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

לעיל יג, ג. במהדורא קמא ומהלשון ”בסמוך” נראה שמתחילה סבר
להעמיד מאמר זה קודם ד״ה ויאכילך.

23

ארץ היא כנס״י

The note refers to the entries “Eretz” (land) and “Knesses

Yisrael” in this lexicon of Kabbalistic terms, for “land” as a

name of the Congregation of Israel.

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

ראה קה״י בערך ארץ וכנס״י.

24
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P A R A G R A P H  2
כאברהם שקראו הר

Rabbi Elazar contrasts the forefathers: of Avraham

“mountain” is written (“on the mountain of Havayah it will

be seen”), of Yitzchak “field,” and Yaakov called it

“house.” Here the “mountain” stands for the soul’s surge

upward.

Pesachim 88a:4פסחים פ״ח א:ד׳

ר ה׳ הַ יּוֹם בְּ ר הַ ר יֵאָמֵ ר: ״אֲשֶׁ מַ נֶּאֱ ר״, שֶׁ כָּתוּב בּוֹ ״הַ ם שֶׁ הָ רָ אַבְ לָּא, לֹא כְּ אֶ
ק לָשׂוּחַ חָ צְ יֵּצֵא יִ ר: ״וַ מַ נֶּאֱ ה״, שֶׁ דֶ כָּתוּב בּוֹ ״שָׂ ק שֶׁ חָ צְ יִ לֹא כְּ ה״, וְ אֶ יֵרָ
קוֹם מָּ ם הַ ת שֵׁ א אֶ רָ קְ יִּ ר: ״וַ מַ נֶּאֱ יִת״, שֶׁ אוֹ ״בַּ רָ קְּ יַעֲקֹב שֶׁ לָּא כְּ ה״, אֶ דֶ שָּׂ בַּ

ל״. ית אֵ הוּא בֵּ הַ
William Davidson, Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC)

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

ראה פסחים פח, א.

25

ויש במרירות כו׳

The note says the manuscript has a long addition here, af‐

ter “love with bitterness.”

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

]בכת״י[ תוס׳ מרובה כאן ]כ[. ראה אוה״ת כאן.

26

ונשב בגיא

“And we dwelt in the valley opposite Beis Peor.” The maa‐

mar refers to the discourse “Hear, O Israel” for the “val‐

ley” as self-nullification.

Deuteronomy 3:29דברים ג׳:כ״ט

עוֹר: ית פְּ יְא מוּל בֵּ גָּ ב בַּ נֵּשֶׁ וַ

So we abode in the valley over against Beth-peor.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

27

לך ה׳ הגדולה

David’s blessing: “Yours, Havayah, is the greatness and

the might and the beauty...” The maamar reads “the great‐

ness” (Gedulah) as G-d’s kindness, which flows from His

greatness.

I Chronicles 29:11דברי הימים א כ״ט:י״א

ץ יִם וּבָאָרֶ מַ שָּׁ י־כֹל בַּ הוֹד כִּ הַ נֵּצַח וְ הַ ת וְ רֶ אֶ פְ תִּ הַ ה וְ בוּרָ גְּ הַ לָּה וְ דֻ גְּ ךָ ה׳ הַ לְ
רֹאשׁ: כֹל לְ א לְ נַשֵּׂ תְ מִּ הַ כָה וְ לָ מְ מַּ ךָ ה׳ הַ לְ

Thine, O L-RD, is the greatness, and the power, and the glo‐

ry, and the victory, and the majesty; for all that is in the

heaven and in the earth is Thine; Thine is the kingdom, O

L-RD, and Thou art exalted as head above all.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

דה״א כט, יא.

28

לך ה׳ הגדולה והוא מדת החסד

Kehot’s marei makom for these words (its note is below).

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

שהאריז״ל קראו למדת הגדולה מדת החסד.

29

וכידוע אשר ד׳ אותיות הוי׳ הן דו״ר רו״ד

Kehot’s marei makom for these words (its note is below).

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

ראה לעיל בלק עג, א. וש״נ.

30

הנמשך ע״י אש

The note says the manuscript has a long addition here, af‐

ter “the arousal from above that is drawn down through

fire.”

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

]בכת״י[ תוס׳ מרובה כאן ]כ[. ראה אוה״ת כאן.

31

ולא יכנף עוד

“...and your Teacher will no longer be hidden, and your

eyes will see your Teacher.” The maamar uses it for a reve‐

lation of the Infinite Light without concealing garments.

Isaiah 30:20ישעיהו ל׳:כ׳
ינֶיךָ יוּ עֵ הָ יךָ וְ נֵף עוֹד מוֹרֶ כָּ לֹא־יִ  ץ וְ חַ יִם לָ ר וּמַ ם צָ חֶ דֹ־נָי לֶ כֶם אֲ ן לָ נָתַ וְ

: יךָ ת־מוֹרֶ רֹאוֹת אֶ
And though the L-rd give you sparing bread and scant water,

Yet shall not thy Teacher hide Himself any more, But thine

eyes shall see thy Teacher;

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

ישעי׳ ל, כ.

32

ארמי יעקב מים ליין
The text itself refers to the Zohar on Balak, at the end of

189a, where Yaakov’s mixing of water into wine is treated

“somewhat differently.”

Zohar, Balak 6:78–86ספר הזהר, בלק ו׳:ע״ח-פ״ו

All issue from the ancient holy supernal Wine, which Jacob

presses from a certain Vine. Therefore it was that Jacob pre‐

sented to Isaac the wine which was fitting for him. That wine

proceeds from grade to grade up to Joseph the Righteous,

who is David the Faithful.

The Zohar; London, Soncino Press, 1933 (Public Domain)

33

שיחזור וישתה לו

The note says the manuscript has a long addition here, af‐

ter “so that he will drink to him in return.”

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

]בכת״י[ תוס׳ מרובה שם. ]כ[. ראה אוה״ת כאן.

34

)פי׳ שזהו העלאת

The note observes that the bracket opened here seems to

lack its close, and that in one manuscript of this maamar

the bracket ends after the word tzarasani.

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

לכאו׳ חסר סיום המוסגר. ובכת״י אחד )950 א, א( שם נמצא מאמר זה סיום
המוסגר אחר תיבת צרתני כנ״ל.

35

ונתתי גשמיכם

“I will give your rains in their season, and the land will

yield its produce.” The bracket refers to the maamar on “If

you walk in My statutes,” which explains these rains.

Leviticus 26:4ויקרא כ״ו:ד׳

יוֹ: רְ ן פִּ ה יִתֵּ דֶ שָּׂ ץ הַ עֵ ץ יְבוּלָהּ וְ אָרֶ נָה הָ נָתְ ם וְ תָּ עִ יכֶם בְּ מֵ שְׁ י גִ תִּ נָתַ וְ

36
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then I will give your rains in their season, and the land shall

yield her produce, and the trees of the field shall yield their

fruit.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

ניסוך המים שהי׳ בחג הסוכות

The Gemara finds a hint of the water libation in the Torah:

the extra letters in the Sukkos offerings of the second,

sixth and seventh days spell mayim, “water.” The maamar

explains its inner meaning as self-nullification.

Sukkah 45aסוכה מ״ה א

Taanit 2b:16–17תענית ב׳ ב:ט״ז-י״ז

״, יהָ כֶ סָ י: ״וּנְ שִּׁ ר בַּשִּׁ מַ נֶּאֱ יר, שֶׁ כִּ זְ ג הוּא מַ חָ י בֶּ שִּׁ ר: בַּשִּׁ יבָא אוֹמֵ י עֲקִ בִּ רַ
ן. יַּיִ יסּוּךְ הַ ד נִ חָ אֶ יִם, וְ מַּ יסּוּךְ הַ ד נִ חָ בֵּר — אֶ דַ כָּתוּב מְ ין הַ יסּוּכִ נֵי נִ שְׁ בִּ
י יזִ מִ ר: רְ אָמַ ה, דְּ ירָ תִ ן בְּ ה בֶּ י יְהוּדָ בִּ רַ בַר לַהּ כְּ א! סָ רָ מְ חַ יהוּ דְּ יְ וַ רְ א תַּ ימָ אֵ

יָּא. מַ
William Davidson, Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC)

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

סוכה מה, א. תענית ב, ב.

37

חכמה כח מה
The Zohar divides the word Chochmah into koach mah,

“the power of ‘what.’” The maamar uses it to identify the

water libation with self-nullification.

Zohar III, 34aזח״ג לד, א
K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

זח״ג לד, א. הק׳ ת״ז בתחלתה. ובכ״מ.

38

ועד״ז יובן מ״ש בזהר בלק . . ע״ש במק״מ

Kehot’s note points to where this is explained further: Or

HaTorah.

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

”דהיינו כששורה בבי״ע על מט״ט וסנד״ל כן פי׳ במק״מ בשם הרח״ו, וכ״כ

אדמו״ר נ״ע דלא כהרמ״ז” — אוה״ת שה״ש כרך ב ע׳ שפג. וראה באוה״ת
בראשית כרך ו בפ׳ ויחי תתשכד, ב.

39

בשמע״צ אומרים מוריד הגשם

Kehot’s marei makom for these words (its note is below).

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

טושו״ע או״ח סי׳ קיד, א. תרס״ח, ב.

40

מוריד הגשם

“We begin to say ‘He causes the wind to blow and the rain

to fall’ in the second blessing, in the Musaf prayer of the

last Yom Tov of the festival,” that is, Shemini Atzeres. The

maamar explains what this rain is.

Shulchan Arukh, Orach Chayim 114:1שולחן ערוך, אורח חיים
קי״ד:א׳

דין הזכרת הרוח וגשם וטל. ובו ט סעיפים: מתחילין לומר בברכה
שנייה משיב הרוח ומוריד הגשם בתפלת מוסף של י״ט האחרון של חג

ואין פוסקין עד תפלת מוסף של י״ט הראשון של פסח:
Maginei Eretz: Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim, Lemberg, 1893 (Public
Domain)

41

מקרב איש ולב עמוק

“...and the inward part of a man, and a deep heart.” Here

it describes the innermost depth of the soul, where the

revelation from above is received.

Psalms 64:7תהילים ס״ד:ז׳

מֹק: לֵב עָ ישׁ וְ ב אִ רֶ קֶ פָּשׂ וְ חֻ פֶשׂ מְ נוּ חֵ מְ שׂוּ־עוֹלֹת תַּ פְּ יַחְ

They search out iniquities, they have accomplished a dili‐

gent search; even in the inward thought of every one, and

the deep heart.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

42

וארז״ל בפ״ב דר״ה דף י״ז
Or HaTorah sums up the idea: since the Thirteen

Attributes of Mercy come from G-d’s greatness, which is

unsearchable (therefore He is “slow to anger and abun‐

dant in kindness”), they cannot be drawn into one who is

full of self and self-importance, for greatness belongs only

to the Creator.

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

באוה״ת נ״ך כרך א ע׳ תצא תוכן הענין שנתבאר, וז״ל: ”ותוכן הענין כיון
שיג״מ נמשכים מבחי׳ הגדולה מה שלגדולתו אין חקר, לכן הוא ארך אפיים
וגדל חסד, לכן א״א שיומשכו במי שהוא בבחי׳ יש וגדלות, שאין גדולה אלא

ליוצר בראשית” ע״ש.

43

מי א-ל כמוך נושא עון

“Who is a G-d like You, who bears iniquity and passes over

transgression for the remnant of His heritage...” The maa‐

mar sets out to explain why forgiveness reaches “the

remnant.”

Micah 7:18מיכה ז׳:י״ח

ד עַ יק לָ זִ חֱ ית נַחֲלָתוֹ לֹא־הֶ רִ אֵ שְׁ ע לִ שַׁ ל־פֶּ עֹבֵר עַ ן וְ וֺ א עָ ל כָּמוֹךָ נֹשֵׂ י־אֵ מִ
ד הוּא: סֶ ץ חֶ פֵ י־חָ אַפּוֹ כִּ

Who is a G-d like unto Thee, that pardoneth the iniquity, And

passeth by the transgression of the remnant of His heritage?

He retaineth not His anger for ever, Because He delighteth

in mercy. .

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

מיכה ז, יח. באוה״ת פ׳ וירא כרך א צא, א מציין הצ״צ שכאן בלקו״ת נתבאר
בדרך קצרה ”כל מה שכ׳ מו״ח ז״ל באריכות” וראה שם באריכות.

44

למי שמשים עצמו כשיריים
Rabbi Acha bar Chanina reads “for the remnant of His her‐

itage” as “and not for all His heritage”: for one who makes

himself like leftovers. The maamar builds its explanation

of the verse on this.

Rosh Hashanah 17b:1–3ראש השנה י״ז ב:א׳-ג׳

יו״, כָ רָ כׇל דְּ יק ה׳ בְּ יב: ״צַדִּ תִ י, כְּ מֵ ב הוּנָא רָ יִם. רַ ירַ שִׁ מוֹ כְּ צְ ים עַ שִׂ מֵּ י שֶׁ מִ לְ
י בִּ יד. רַ סִ בַסּוֹף — חָ יק, וּלְ לָּה — צַדִּ חִ תְּ יו״! בַּ עֲשָׂ כׇל מַ יד בְּ סִ חָ יב: ״וְ תִ וּכְ

ישׁ אִ לֵּם לְ שַׁ ה תְ י אַתָּ יב: ״כִּ תִ ד״, וּכְ סֶ ךָ ה׳ חָ יב: ״וּלְ תִ י, כְּ מֵ זָר רָ עָ לְ אֶ
ךָ ה׳ בַסּוֹף — ״וּלְ הוּ״, וּלְ עֲשֵׂ מַ לֵּם כְּ שַׁ ה תְּ י אַתָּ לָּה — ״כִּ חִ תְּ הוּ״. בַּ עֲשֵׂ מַ כְּ

ד״. סֶ חָ
William Davidson, Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC)

45



L I K K U T E I  T O R A H  ·  P A R S H A S  E I K E V  ·  M A A M A R  4 ארץ הרים ובקעות למטר השמים תשתה מים

26likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/eikev/4/

P A R A G R A P H  4

לך ה׳ הגדולה והגבורה

David’s blessing names G-d’s attributes in the order great‐

ness, might, beauty. The early Kabbalists’ names Gedulah,

Gevurah, Tiferes follow the verse.

I Chronicles 29:11דברי הימים א כ״ט:י״א

ץ יִם וּבָאָרֶ מַ שָּׁ י־כֹל בַּ הוֹד כִּ הַ נֵּצַח וְ הַ ת וְ רֶ אֶ פְ תִּ הַ ה וְ בוּרָ גְּ הַ לָּה וְ דֻ גְּ ךָ ה׳ הַ לְ

רֹאשׁ: כֹל לְ א לְ נַשֵּׂ תְ מִּ הַ כָה וְ לָ מְ מַּ ךָ ה׳ הַ לְ
Thine, O L-RD, is the greatness, and the power, and the glo‐

ry, and the victory, and the majesty; for all that is in the

heaven and in the earth is Thine; Thine is the kingdom, O

L-RD, and Thou art exalted as head above all.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

46

מקובלים הקדמונים

Where our text says “the early Kabbalists,” Or HaTorah on

Vayeira reads “before the Pardes and Etz Chaim,” and Or

HaTorah on Eikev says “the Kabbalists.”

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

באוה״ת וירא שם צ, א מציין ”שלפני הפרדס והע״ח”. ובאוה״ת פ׳ עקב ע׳
תרכט ”המקובלים”. במאמרי אדה״ז כתובים כרך ב ע׳ רכד ”המקובלים

הראשונים” שלפני האריז״ל.

47

לגדולתו אין חקר
“Great is Havayah and highly praised, and His greatness is

unsearchable.” The maamar makes this unsearchable

greatness the source of G-d’s kindness.

Psalms 145:3תהילים קמ״ה:ג׳

ר: קֶ ין חֵ לָּתוֹ אֵ דֻ גְ לִ אֹד וְ לָּל מְ הֻ גָּדוֹל ה׳ וּמְ
Great is the L-RD, and highly to be praised; And His great‐

ness is unsearchable.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

תהלים קמה, ג. ראה באוה״ת שם צא, ב בענין זה.

48

ארך אפים וגדל חסד

“Gracious and merciful is Havayah, slow to anger and

great in kindness.” The maamar reads erech apayim as

“long of face” and derives the greatness of kindness from

it.

Psalms 145:8תהילים קמ״ה:ח׳

ד: סֶ ל־חָ דׇ יִם וּגְ ךְ אַפַּ רֶ חוּם ה׳ אֶ רַ נּוּן וְ חַ

The L-RD is gracious, and full of compassion; Slow to anger,

and of great mercy.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

תהלים קמה, ח.

49

באור פני מלך חיים

“In the light of the king’s face is life, and his favor is like a

cloud of the late rain.” The maamar reads it of G-d, the

King, linking life and kindness to His “face.”

Proverbs 16:15משלי ט״ז:ט״ו

קוֹשׁ: לְ ב מַ עָ צוֹנוֹ כְּ יִּים וּרְ ךְ חַ לֶ נֵי־מֶ אוֹר־פְּ בְּ

In the light of the king’s countenance is life; And his favour

is as a cloud of the latter rain.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

משלי טז, טו. ראה לעיל מסעי צג, ג.

50

ורב חסד

Among the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy: “slow to anger

and abundant in kindness and truth.” The maamar calls

this boundless kindness “the attribute of ‘abundant in

kindness.’”

Exodus 34:6שמות ל״ד:ו׳

ד סֶ ב־חֶ רַ יִם וְ ךְ אַפַּ רֶ נּוּן אֶ חַ חוּם וְ ל רַ א ה׳ ה׳ אֵ רָ קְ יִּ נָיו וַ ל־פָּ יַּעֲבֹר ה׳ עַ וַ
ת: מֶ אֱ וֶ

And the L-RD passed by before him, and proclaimed: ‘The

L-RD, the L-RD, G-d, merciful and gracious, long-suffering,

and abundant in goodness and truth;

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

51

ורב חסד

The text itself refers to the Idra of Parshas Nasso in the

Zohar, 133b. According to Likkutei Torah on Masei, it ex‐

plains there at length that “His goodness never ceases.”

Zohar, Idra Rabba 15:134–17:147-ספר הזהר, האדרא רבא ט״ו:קל״ד
י״ז:קמ״ז

52

עיין בזהר באדרת נשא דקל״ג ע״ב

The note adds a reference to Or HaTorah on Vayeira

alongside the Zohar’s Idra of Nasso, for the boundless

kindness of “abundant in kindness.”

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

ראה גם באוה״ת פ׳ וירא צ, ב.

53

קדמון לכל הקדומים
Kehot’s marei makom for these words (its note is below).

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

ת״ז )קכ, א(. ]כ[.

54

קדמון לכל הקדומים
The Kehot note gives the Tikkunei Zohar (120a) as the

source of the phrase “primordial before all that is primor‐

dial,” said of G-d, who precedes everything.

Tikkunei Zohar 120a:5תקוני הזהר ק״כ א:ה׳

כָל ים דְּ תִ יר, סָ מִ טָ ים וְ תִ יוֹן, סָ לְ ר עִִ הוּ, כֶּתֶ לְּ כֻ לָּאָה דְ אָה עִ מָ דְ ם קַ … אָדָ

ר מַ תְּ מוֹן אִ דְ ם קַ אי אָדָ ין הַ גִ ים, בְּ דוּמִ כָל קְ מוֹן לְ דְ לּוֹת, קַ עִ לַּת הָ ין, עִ ימִ תִ סְ
ר )בראשית א כו( מוֹן אָמַ דְ הוּא קַ הַ לוֹ אָמוֹן, וּלְ צְ יֶה אֶ הְ אֶ לּוֹת, וָ עִ לַּת הָ עִ בְּ

כָל ין וְ נִ יּוֹקְ כָל דִּ ין וְ יּוּרִ יב כָּל צִ תְּ יָהִ נוּ, אַנְ מוּתֵ דְ נוּ כִּ מֵ לְ צַ ם בְּ ה אָדָ נַעֲשֶׂ
א ילָ יב חֵ תְּ )נ״א ואנא( יָהִ אַנְ ין, וְ ינִ כָל מִ ין דְּ רִ בָ כָל אֵ ין, וְ ימִ תִ ין סְ קּוּנִ תִּ
א לָא כֶל הָ יב לֵקהּ שֵׂ הִ ם לָא יְ אִ נָא )דישתמודע( בֵּקהּ, דְּ עִִ מוֹדַ תְּ שְׁ אִ בֵקהּ דְּ

י … ילֵ ל כָּל חֵ יט עַ לִּ א שַׁ א יְהֵ דָ י, וּבְ ילִ מוּנָה דִ ע אֱ דַּ נְ מִ יל לְ יָכִ
Tikkunei Zohar - Vocalized (Public Domain)
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כי גאה גאה

The Song at the Sea: “I will sing to Havayah, for He is

highly exalted.” The maamar quotes it for G-d’s greatness,

which belongs to Him alone.

Exodus 15:1שמות ט״ו:א׳

רוּ יֹּאמְ Havayah וַ זֹּאת לַ ה הַ ירָ שִּׁ ת־הַ ל אֶ אֵ רָ נֵי יִשְׂ ה וּבְ יר־מֹשֶׁ אָז יָשִׁ

יָּם: ה בַ מָ בוֹ רָ רֹכְ י־גָאֹה גָּאָה סוּס וְ Havayah כִּ ה לַ ירָ לֵאמֹר אָשִׁ
Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song unto

the L-RD, and spoke, saying: I will sing unto the L-RD, for

He is highly exalted; The horse and his rider hath He thrown

into the sea.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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שמות טו, א.
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ולכן נקרא ארץ ישראל בשם ארץ כנען
The note points to the beginning of Torah Ohr on

Vayeshev for the name “the land of Canaan” as a term of

submission.

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

ראה גם תו״א פ׳ וישב בתחלתו ובאוה״ת פ׳ וישב ע׳ רנא, ב.

57

לשון הכנעה וביטול כמ״ש לעיל

The note identifies the place “above,” earlier in Likkutei

Torah on Eikev, where “Canaan” is explained as a term of

submission and self-nullification.

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

טז, ג.

58

וזהו מדת חסד לאברהם

The note refers to the Rebbe’s own note on these words,

“And this is the attribute of ‘kindness to Avraham’”; its

content is not given here.
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ראה הערת כ״ק אדמו״ר בהערות וציונים לכאן.

59

חסד לאברהם

“You will give truth to Yaakov, kindness to Avraham, as

You swore to our fathers from days of old.” The verse clos‐

es the passage that opens “Who is a G-d like You… for the

remnant of His heritage”; the maamar names Avraham’s

attribute by it.

Micah 7:20מיכה ז׳:כ׳

ם: דֶ י קֶ ימֵ ינוּ מִ בֹתֵ אֲ תָּ לַ עְ בַּ שְׁ ר־נִ שֶׁ ם אֲ הָ רָ אַבְ ד לְ סֶ יַעֲקֹב חֶ ת לְ מֶ ן אֱ תֵּ תִּ
Thou wilt show faithfulness to Jacob, mercy to Abraham, As

Thou hast sworn unto our fathers from the days of old.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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ואנכי עפר ואפר

Avraham’s words when pleading for Sedom: “and I am

dust and ashes.” The maamar finds in them the source of

his kindness.

Genesis 18:27בראשית י״ח:כ״ז

ר: פֶ אֵ ר וָ פָ י עָ אָנֹכִ דֹ־נָי וְ ל־אֲ בֵּר אֶ דַ י לְ תִּ נֵּה־נָא הוֹאַלְ ר הִ יֹּאמַ ם וַ הָ רָ ן אַבְ יַּעַ וַ

And Abraham answered and said: ‘Behold now, I have taken

upon me to speak unto the L-rd, who am but dust and ashes.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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בראשית יח, כז.

61

קטנתי מכל החסדים

Yaakov’s prayer before meeting Esav: “I am too small for

all the kindnesses and all the truth that You have done for

Your servant.” The maamar pairs it with Avraham’s “dust

and ashes.”

Genesis 32:11בראשית ל״ב:י״א

י לִ קְ מַ י בְ ךָ כִּ דֶּ בְ ת־עַ יתָ אֶ שִׂ ר עָ ת אֲשֶׁ מֶ אֱ כׇּל־הָ ים וּמִ דִ חֲסָ כֹּל הַ י מִ תִּ טֹנְ קָ
חֲנוֹת: נֵי מַ שְׁ י לִ יתִ יִ ה הָ תָּ עַ זֶּה וְ ן הַ דֵּ יַּרְ ת־הַ י אֶ תִּ רְ בַ עָ

I am not worthy of all the mercies, and of all the truth, which

Thou hast shown unto Thy servant; for with my staff I

passed over this Jordan; and now I am become two camps.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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בראשית לב, יא.
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כמ״ש באגה״ק

There the Alter Rebbe brings what he heard from his

teacher on “I am dust and ashes”: Avraham said it of the

supernal Chesed shining in his soul, which bears no com‐

parison to the Chesed of Atzilus, as ash bears none to the

tree it came from.
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סי׳ טו.

63

אבל בחי׳ וגדל חסד ורב חסד זהו בבחי׳ א״א שלמעלה מהאצילות

According to the note, Or HaTorah on Beha’aloscha quotes

this passage, and Or HaTorah on Vayeira explains at

length how “great in kindness” and “abundant in kind‐

ness” belong to Arich Anpin, above Atzilus.
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מובא באוה״ת פ׳ בהעלותך ע׳ שלד ע״ש. וראה מאמרי אדה״ז כתובים כרך ב
ע׳ רכד ואילך. ביאור ענין זה ובאריכות באוה״ת פ׳ וירא צא, ב.

64

חסד דלגאו וחסד דלבר

The text refers to the Zohar “there,” the Idra of Parshas

Nasso (133b) cited in paragraph 4, for the distinction be‐

tween an inner Chesed and an outer Chesed.

Zohar, Idra Rabba 15:134–17:147-ספר הזהר, האדרא רבא ט״ו:קל״ד
י״ז:קמ״ז

65

משבה״כ שמעולם התהו נתהוה בחי׳ חסד דישמעאל

The note refers there for a lengthy discussion of how the

Chesed of Yishmael came into being from the shattering of

the vessels of Tohu.
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ראה בארוכה באוה״ת פ׳ וירא צג, ב.

בד״ה ויהי בשלח פרעה

The note identifies the discourse as the one in Torah Ohr

on Beshalach; according to this maamar, it discusses

“how much erech apayim there is before Him.”

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

תו״א פ׳ בשלח.

67

בביאור ע״פ שחורה אני

The explanation of “I am black but comely” there speaks

of two kinds of “blackness” of the soul: its descent from its

place of honor, and its being enclothed in a physical body

and in mitzvos done with physical things, such as tzitzis of

wool and tefillin of parchment.

Song of Songs 7:3שיר השירים ז׳:ג׳

ים: נִּ ים סוּגָה בַּשּׁוֹשַׁ טִּ ת חִ מַ נֵךְ עֲרֵ טְ זֶג בִּ מָּ ר הַ סַ ר אַל־יֶחְ הַ סַּ ךְ אַגַּן הַ רֵ רְ שׇׁ

Thy navel is like a round goblet, wherein no mingled wine is

wanting; Thy belly is like a heap of wheat Set about with

lilies.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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לקמן שה״ש ז, ג ]כך מציין באוה״ת פ׳ וירא צג, ב[.

68

לעושי רצונו עאכו״כ

One of the two places the Kehot note gives for the saying

“If for those who transgress His will it is so, for those who

do His will, how much more so.” The maamar applies it to

the sitra achra and to the self-nullified.

Nedarim 50b:10נדרים נ׳ ב:י׳

ין רִ שְׂ נָנָא: עֶ ית גְּ ל בֵּ ב עַ תַ י, כְּ בִּ רַ עוֹן בְּ מְ י שִׁ בִּ רַ לּוּלָא לְ י עֲבַד לֵקהּ הִ בִּ רַ
בַר נֵיהּ לְ מְ לָא אַזְ ין, וְ נָנָא דֵּ ית גְּ ל בֵּ קוּ עַ פַ ין נְ ינָרִ ין דִּ יבּוֹאִ ין רִ פִ ה אַלְ עָ בְּ אַרְ וְ
ה ת כַּמָּ ל אַחַ צוֹנוֹ עַ י רְ עוֹשֵׂ ךְ — לְ צוֹנוֹ כָּ י רְ רֵ עוֹבְ ם לְ ר לֵקהּ: אִ מַ א. אֲ רָ פָּ קַ
ל בָּא עַ ךְ — לָעוֹלָם הַ זֶּה כָּ עוֹלָם הַ צוֹנוֹ בָּ י רְ עוֹשֵׂ ר: לְ מַ נֵיהּ, אֲ מְ ה. אַזְ כַמָּ וְ

ה. כַמָּ ה וְ ת כַּמָּ אַחַ
William Davidson, Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC)

Makkot 24b:1–2מכות כ״ד ב:א׳-ב׳

, ךְ צוֹנוֹ כָּ י רְ רֵ עוֹבְ ה לְ ק, וּמָ חֵ צַ י מְ נִ ךְ אֲ כָ ן: לְ הֶ ר לָ כֶּה?! אָמַ בְ לֹא נִ שׁ, וְ בָּאֵ
יִם, לַ ירוּשָׁ ין לִ יוּ עוֹלִ ת הָ ם אַחַ עַ ה. שׁוּב פַּ כַמָּ ה וְ ת כַּמָּ ל אַחַ צוֹנוֹ עַ י רְ עוֹשֵׂ לְ
אוּ יִת רָ בַּ ר הַ הַ יעוּ לְ גִּ הִ ן שֶׁ יוָ ם, כֵּ יהֶ דֵ גְ עוּ בִּ רְ ים קָ צּוֹפִ ר הַ הַ יעוּ לְ גִּ הִ ן שֶׁ יוָ כֵּ

ק. חֵ צַ יבָא מְ י עֲקִ בִּ רַ ין וְ ן בּוֹכִ ילוּ הֵ חִ תְ ים, הִ שִׁ דָ קֳּ י הַ שֵׁ דְ ית קׇ בֵּ יָּצָא מִ ל שֶׁ שׁוּעָ
ים? ם בּוֹכִ ה אַתֶּ נֵי מָ פְּ ם: מִ הֶ ר לָ ק? אָמַ חֵ צַ ה מְ ה אַתָּ נֵי מָ פְּ רוּ לוֹ: מִ אָמְ
כוּ לְּ ים הִ לִ יו שׁוּעָ שָׁ כְ עַ ת״, וְ ב יוּמָ רֵ קָּ זָּר הַ הַ כָּתוּב בּוֹ ״וְ קוֹם שֶׁ רוּ לוֹ: מָ אָמְ

כֶּה?! בְ לֹא נִ בּוֹ, וְ
William Davidson, Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC)
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נדרים נ, ב. מכות כד, ב.

69

וברחמים גדולים אקבצך

“For a small moment I forsook you, and with great mercy I

will gather you.” The maamar takes “great mercy” as the

Thirteen Attributes, which flow from G-d’s greatness.

Isaiah 54:7ישעיהו נ״ד:ז׳

: ךְ צֵ בְּ קַ ים אֲ דֹלִ ים גְּ חֲמִ רַ יךְ וּבְ תִּ זַבְ טֹן עֲ גַע קָ רֶ בְּ
For a small moment have I forsaken thee; But with great

compassion will I gather thee.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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ישעי׳ נד, ז.

70

ולגדולתו אין חקר

“And His greatness is unsearchable”: the source from

which, according to the maamar, the Thirteen Attributes

of Mercy are drawn.

Psalms 145:3תהילים קמ״ה:ג׳

ר: קֶ ין חֵ לָּתוֹ אֵ דֻ גְ לִ אֹד וְ לָּל מְ הֻ גָּדוֹל ה׳ וּמְ

Great is the L-RD, and highly to be praised; And His great‐

ness is unsearchable.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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“For thus says the High and Exalted One, who dwells for‐

ever, whose name is Holy: I dwell on high and in holiness,

and with the crushed and lowly of spirit, to revive the spir‐

it of the lowly.” The maamar ends with it: the highest reve‐

lation rests on the lowly.

Isaiah 57:15ישעיהו נ״ז:ט״ו

כָּא ת־דַּ אֶ כּוֹן וְ שְׁ דוֹשׁ אֶ קָ רוֹם וְ מוֹ מָ דוֹשׁ שְׁ קָ ד וְ ן עַ א שֹׁכֵ שָּׂ נִ ם וְ ר רָ י כֹה אָמַ כִּ
ים: כָּאִ דְ חֲיוֹת לֵב נִ הַ ים וּלְ לִ פָ חֲיוֹת רוּחַ שְׁ הַ ל־רוּחַ לְ פַ וּשְׁ

For thus saith the High and Lofty One That inhabiteth eter‐

nity, whose name is Holy: I dwell in the high and holy place,

With him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, To re‐

vive the spirit of the humble, And to revive the heart of the

contrite ones.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

72

ואת דכא ושפל רוח

The text itself refers to the Zohar on Parshas Emor, at the

end of 90b, together with the commentary Mikdash

Melech there, for this idea.

Zohar, Emor 11:36–13:46ספר הזהר, אמור י״א:ל״ו-י״ג:מ״ו
And because G-d is served by the hand of the priest, who is

holy, the priest is served by one who is sanctified by his pu‐

rity, to wit, the Levite. The ordinary man, too, is served1i.e.

should have water poured over his hands, v. Shulcan Aruch.

by one who has already sanctified himself, and thus Israel

are set apart in holiness to serve the Holy One, blessed be

He.’ He further expounded the verse: “Salvation is the

L-rd’s; thy blessing be upon thy people” (Ps. 3, 9). ‘We have

learnt’, …

The Zohar; London, Soncino Press, 1933 (Public Domain)
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