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In the Midrash Rabbah on Eikev:
“And He Shall Keep for You”
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In [Midrash] Rabbah, Parshas Eikev: Another explanation: “And He shall keep for you,” etc.
Avraham gave his children two tenant farmers, as it is said, “For I have known him,” etc., “and
they shall keep the way of Havayah, to do charity (tzedakah) and justice (mishpat).”
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So too the Holy One, blessed be He, set up for her two tenant farmers corresponding to them: kind-
ness and mercy, etc. Israel arose and made themselves fit, etc.,
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for so it is written, “Zion shall be redeemed through justice, and her returnees through charity.” So
too the Holy One, blessed be He, brought His own, for so it is written, “For the mountains,” etc.,

“and My kindness ... from you,” etc., “says Havayah, who has mercy on you.”
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The explanation is along the lines of what is explained elsewhere on the verse “Extol Havayah, O
Jerusalem; praise your Elokim, O Zion.” At first glance this is difficult: Zion, after all, is the inner
dimension (pnimiyus) of Jerusalem, so why is the Name Havayah mentioned in connection with

Jerusalem, and the Name Elokim in connection with Zion?
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But the explanation is this: it is written, “Let Israel rejoice in its Maker; let the children of Zion ex-
ult in their King.” And it is explained elsewhere, in the discourse beginning “I will greatly rejoice in

Havayah, and my soul shall exult in my Elokim,” that the level of exultation (gilah) is
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as it is written, “and exult with trembling,” etc.; and it is a higher level than joy (simchah). As is also

explained in the discourse beginning “Know this day,”
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that the inter-inclusion of love and awe comes about because of the revelation from the level of
“and the awesome, G-d Most High,” etc. And also, exultation is the joy that is at the level of the in-
ner dimension of the heart, and of the hidden world (alma de’iskasya), like the matter of the second

Tablets, which were given quietly.
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Now, in order that the revelation from the level of “and the awesome, G-d Most High” be drawn
down in an inward manner, until from it there is drawn the level of “and exult with trembling,” this
comes specifically through gevuros (restraints) and tzimtzumim (contractions). And see what is
written above, at the end of the discourse beginning “Korach took,” concerning the threads of the

tzitzis.
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And this is [the meaning of] “my soul shall exult in my Elokim”: it is the level of the Name Elokim,
the level of tzimtzum (contraction) and Gevurah (restraint). And in truth, this level of Elokim is as it
is written, “and Havayah shall be Elokim to me,” as is explained about this in the discourse begin-

ning “Return, O Israel,” regarding Yom Kippur.
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And this is [the meaning of] “praise your Elokim, O Zion.” And in order to draw down this level,
this comes through the level of justice (mishpat): that is, that there be a nullification (bittul) of will
and a contraction, that he contract himself, so that there be “Sanctify yourself in what is permitted
to you,” as is explained in the discourse beginning “But Havayah your G-d was not willing to listen
to Bilam.”
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This is the level of justice that a person executes upon his own soul: not to be drawn after excesses,

as our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “The righteous, the good inclination judges them.”
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And this is also through occupying oneself with the Torah, which is called justice (mishpat). And
this is [the meaning of] “Zion shall be redeemed through justice”: for there to be the level of “the
children of Zion shall exult,” “and exult with trembling,” this comes through the level of justice

mentioned above, and through occupying oneselfwith the Torah,
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for “if there is no wisdom, there is no awe,” as is explained in the discourse beginning “And G-d
spoke,” etc., “I am,” etc. And also, “for justice is Elokim’s” is so that there be “praise your Elokim,

O Zion,” as mentioned above.
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And see what is written in the discourse beginning “Havayah is for me among my helpers”: that in
order for there to be absorption in the G-dly soul, this comes through “that the peoples of the earth
may know,” to break the craving of the animal soul and of the body, which conceal and prevent the

absorption in the G-dly soul,
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which is the level of Zion; and as is explained in Parshas Tzav, at the end of the discourse begin-
ning “The matter of the seven days of the installation (miluim),” concerning the meaning of “I
shall be filled, [now that] she is laid waste.”
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And this is the meaning of “Zion shall be redeemed” specifically “through justice,” as it is written,

“after the former manner (mishpat),” and Targum Onkelos [renders], “according to the former

practice”: that is, justice (mishpat) means that everything be in its proper place,
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as it ought to be; that is, as the worlds were in their proper place before the sin of the Tree of
Knowledge, etc. And as it is written in Yirmeyahu (chapter 30:18), “and the palace shall abide in its
rightful place (mishpato).”
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And the level of “and her returnees through charity” is the mitzvos as a whole, which are called
charity (tzedakah), as it is written, “And it shall be charity for us, if we keep,” etc.
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And also, from the level of justice it comes about that one does charity, as is explained in the dis-
course beginning “I will sing to Havayah, for He is highly exalted.”
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And this is [the meaning of] “And David executed justice and charity”: through this is drawn down
the level of “I will greatly rejoice in Havayah,” “Let Israel rejoice in its Maker.” And see there, in the

discourse beginning “I will greatly rejoice.”

[0 miTal PTTTR 370 51903 11990 U AR R 0O O1a 17335 1°07IR A 10 APt 1Ay mam
71770 TAPD WPRIY [ov1inon oval B2 2°Pann

Now, as for “He set up for her two tenant farmers corresponding to them”: the level of mercy, “says
Havayah, who has mercy on you,” is the revelation of the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy, which are

revealed on Yom Kippur, as is explained below, at the end of the discourse beginning
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“For the mountains shall depart.” And it is drawn down through the level of justice mentioned
above, which a person executes upon his own soul; and so it is said of Yom Kippur, “and you shall

afflict your souls.” And see what is written above, in the discourse beginning “I have seen,”
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“and behold, a menorah of gold,” concerning the crushing and pounding that a person does to
himself, through which he draws down the revelation of the level of the Thirteen Attributes of

Mercy, “like the good oil,” etc., “running down upon the beard,” etc.
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See there. And also through the Torah, which is called justice, the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy are
drawn down, as is explained at the end of the discourse beginning “After Havayah your G-d shall
youwalk,” and as is also explained at the end of the discourse beginning “I am my Beloved’s,” con-

cerning “who grazes among the roses (shoshanim)”: those who study (shonim) halachos.
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But as for the level of Chesed (kindness), which, it is implied, is higher even than the level of mer-
cy: since the mercy is the level of great mercy, the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy, then what further is
the matter of Chesed?
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But the explanation is that above this verse, “Zion shall be redeemed through justice,” it is written:
“Come now, let us reason together, says Havayah: if your sins be like scarlet, they shall become

white as snow; if they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.”
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Now, the matter of “they shall become white as snow” is the matter of the crimson strip that would

turn white on Yom Kippur, as is stated in the Mishnah at the end of chapter 6 of Yoma, and in chap-

ter 9 of Shabbos.
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That is, through the drawing down of the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy, of which it is said, “and the

Ancient of Days (Atik Yomin) sat; His garment was white as snow.” And as is explained about this in

the discourse beginning “For on this day He shall atone.”
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But the level of “they shall be as wool” is a higher level, and it is what is written, “and the hair of His

head was like pure wool.” For the level of “the hair of His head” is, by way of analogy, from the level

of essence (atzmiyus), and above the level of “His garment.”

7O YW N (o0 pyal TPY WPROY DOAMAT [ms 0] AYR° ONAn O3 IRynbY Tonn 1239 9N
23w '{1”?37 T0M N30 *°120n NDWnRN 11T eIy

And this is the matter of Chesed (kindness), which is higher even than the level of the Thirteen
Attributes of Mercy; as is explained in Etz Chaim that the level of “the hair of His head,” by way of
analogy, consists of extensions drawn from the level of the inner dimension of the supernal Chesed
that is in the level of
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the very Infinite One (Ein Sof), in which there is no admixture of judgment (din) whatsoever. In the
level of “white as snow,” by contrast, there is still some admixture of judgment as well, for Yom

Kippur is called the day of judgment and justice.
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And our Sages, of blessed memory, also said regarding mercy, “Whoever has no understanding, it

is forbidden to have mercy on him”; so there is in this an element of judgment. Moreover, mercy is

only for one who is in distress, and for the poor,
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but Chesed is for the poor and for the rich alike. And this is the matter of “they shall be as wool.”

The principal revelation of this level of supernal Chesed is on the festival of Sukkos, after the Ten

Days of Teshuvah have come before [it],
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except that it is said in praise, “He gives snow like wool”: that is, that even in the level of snow, the
level of “His garment,” there will also be a drawing down from the level of “like wool,” which is a

higher level, as mentioned above.
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And see what is written about this on the verse “It is a Shabbos of complete rest for you.” And see
what is written at the end of the discourse beginning “Give ear, O heavens,” concerning Sukkos,
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that it is the level of “I will be like dew to Israel,” an arousal from above (isarusa dile’eila) that is
higher than an arousal from below. And it can be said that this too is the level of Chesed (kindness),

“for He desires kindness.”
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Now, these two levels are drawn down through justice and charity: for the Ten Days of Teshuvah
are the level of “the King of Justice,” as mentioned above, and Sukkos is the level of charity, as is
written in Pri Etz Chaim, at the end of Sha’ar HaSukkos, in the name of Rabbi Chaim Vital.
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And see what is written at the end of the discourse beginning “And all your children,” concerning
“through charity you shall be established.” And regarding “Zion shall be redeemed through
justice,” it can further be explained according to what is written at the end of the discourse begin-
ning “The Torah [that Moshe|] commanded,” concerning [the teaching]| that in the time to come
they will say to Yitzchak, “For you are our father.”
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And according to what is explained regarding “He gives snow,” that in snow there is an intensity of
whiteness, etc., and what is explained elsewhere regarding the linen garments of the Kohen Gadol

on Yom Kippur. And “her returnees through charity” [is] as mentioned above.
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