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“Then Israel sang this song: Spring
up, Owell” (Numbers 21:17)
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“Then Israel sang this song: Spring up, O well, sing out to it! The well, princes dug it, delved it,”

etc. Now, the well is called the Congregation of Israel (Knesses Yisrael), as is written in the Song of

Songs, “a fountain of gardens, a well of living waters.”
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For the well of water that springs up from beneath the earth: the waters are those that come down
from above, from the four rivers, by way of the “ladder of the Euphrates,” etc., and “the earth is

perforated with channels,” etc.;
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the waters go down through the veins of the earth until they become well water, which springs back
up from beneath the earth, from below upward [as is written about this on the verse “And they

dug,” in Parshas Toldos]. And so too the Congregation of Israel, which is the source of
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the souls of Israel, comes from above. At first it was “a fountain of gardens,” two gardens, the high-
er Gan Eden and the lower Gan Eden, for it comes down through the chain of descending worlds
(hishtalshelus) by way of the higher Gan Eden and by way of the lower Gan Eden; and there was the

place
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where the soul stood before it came into this world. And when it comes to be enclothed in the body,
it becomes the level of “a well of living waters,” which rise back up and spring forth from below up-
ward, as it goes out of its sheath, that is, out of the prison of the body, “to be illumined with the
light of life.”
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Now, in accordance with all these things, so is the way and order of [divine] service. For it is writ-

ten, “And He placed him in Gan Eden to work it and to guard it”: “to work it” with the positive

commandments,
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and “to guard it” with the prohibitive commandments. For through fulfilling the positive com-
mandments and keeping the prohibitive commandments, one works and perfects Gan Eden; and
the work of the garden is to water it, as it is written, “And a river goes out of Eden to water the

garden.”
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And this level is brought about by Israel below, for the Congregation of Israel is the “fountain of
gardens” that waters the higher garden and the lower garden.
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The explanation: just as a garden must have in it a fountain to water it, in order to make every fruit

in the garden grow (for the water makes all kinds of delights grow), so too Gan Eden must have in it

the level of a fountain.
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For Gan Eden is the delight of the souls, who take pleasure in the radiance of the Shechinah (Divine
Presence), which comes within the scope of the revealed comprehension of the soul that compre-
hends the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He [and through this they delight in it with a won-
drous, endless delight, to the point that they said, “Better that he be judged,” etc.,
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for even all the sufferings of Gehinnom are worthwhile to it; and the soul must first undergo a
scouring in Gehinnom so that it may come to delight in G-d, in the Infinite Light, blessed be He].
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Now, He, may He be blessed, is “the most hidden of all hidden”; how then can He come to be re-
vealed in comprehension? Rather, the matter depends on an arousal from below (isarusa dilesata),
on the fulfillment of Torah and mitzvos. For the mitzvos that were enclothed in physical matters,
such as sacrifices, which are animals; terumos and tithes, which are of the level of plant life; and

charity, which is of the level of the inanimate:

N%°91 Dwnn ¥y7115 772 07K IR 1190 1137 DW 13TRn WP 21712 19V TRA INTI0N 1w a0
K77 19102 TN2NN IV 2702 w»131 10 9N M123 DIPRR RIT Avn? 9N Do1w 1w nmnn

their root and their foundation are exceedingly lofty, “in the mountains of holiness,” from the level
of the Supernal Will and the Infinite Light, blessed be He; as is known from the parable of a falling
wall: what falls farther down is from a higher place, etc. And as is written in Sefer Yetzirah, “their

beginning is wedged in their end,” specifically,
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for “last in deed, first in thought.” And it is they, precisely they, that draw down life-force and the
Infinite Light, blessed be He, to be in the revelation of the comprehension and delight of the souls
in the higher Gan Eden, in the World of Beriah (Creation), and in the lower Gan Eden, which is in
the World of Asiyah (Action) [and see what is written about this in the explanation on the verse “And
Moshe spoke to the heads of the tribes”].
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And in the same way all the rest of G-d’s commandments, which are in a person’s thought, speech

and action: thought is the intention of the mitzvos; and speech is
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Torah study, the recital of Shema, Grace after Meals and the like; and action is the practical mitzvos
in actual deed. These are precisely the levels of Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah within them, and
through them life-force and the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, are drawn down from

concealment into revelation.
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And this revelation is on the level of the inner and on the level of the encompassing (makifim). For
in the mitzvos there are two matters: the level of the inner dimension (pnimiyus) of the mitzvos,
and the level of the encompassing [lights] [and see what is written above about this in Shir
HaShirim, in the explanation on the verse “The voice of my beloved”]. And among the particular

mitzvos, in the mitzvah of charity: “Is it not to break your bread for the hungry,” etc.:
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to give food and sustenance is the level of the inner; and also “when you see the naked, that you
cover him” is the level of the encompassing. And through this there comes to be “Then you shall
delight upon Havayah”: “upon,” specifically, as is written in the Zohar, Parshas Vayechi (page
219a).
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That is, that Havayah, the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, be grasped and absorbed in the
souls’ comprehension on the level of the inner, until they delight and take pleasure, etc.
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For a concept that is grasped in a person’s comprehension and intellect: the intellect and the com-
prehension encompass the concept from every side, and the concept is enclothed in its inner part

and within its very core; and so a person’s intellect and comprehension are above the concept.
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And this is the meaning of “Seraphim stand above Him,” etc., as is explained elsewhere. And also
on the level of the encompassing, which is like what is said, “And His arrow shall go forth like light-
ning”: it is only like lightning flashing in his mind and comprehension, but it is not grasped and

absorbed into his actual comprehension.
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And this is the meaning of the garments of the soul in Gan Eden, that it be “bound up in the bond
of life”; “the glory of Havayah shall gather you in”: that is, that the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof),
blessed be He, encompass him, clothe him and surround him from every side, until he is sub-
sumed in the Infinite Light, blessed be He, itself, on the level of the nullification (bittul) of compre-

hension, etc.
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And this is why it says “the glory of Havayah shall gather you in” after “when you see the naked,
that you cover him,” which is the level of the encompassing and of a garment. And this is the mean-

ing of “glory,” which is a matter of the encompassing, as is explained elsewhere.
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And this is the meaning of “a fountain of gardens”: the Congregation of Israel is the level of a foun-
tain that waters the gardens, so that there be a drawing down of supernal delight from the Infinite
Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, from concealment into revelation, in the higher Gan Eden and

the lower Gan Eden. And this revelation is also drawn down below, into a person’s soul,
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so that there be the level of a well that springs from below upward, in the fulfillment of what is writ-

ten, “And you shall love Havayah your G-d with all your heart and with all your soul,” etc.
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As it is written, “To You, Havayah, I lift up my soul,” etc. For “You created it, and You formed it,”
etc., “and You will in the future take it from me,” etc.
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And it is given to a person only for the measure of the days of his life. Therefore all the days of the
life of this world should be, in his eyes, in the manner of “against your will
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you live,” and like something one casts behind his shoulders; and to Him alone, may He be

blessed, shall he lift up his soul. And all the days of a person’s life, in which his soul is enclothed in

his body in this world, are only
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so as to be the level of a well that springs from beneath the earth, specifically. For through the wa-
ters’ passing through the dust of the earth, they are refined and become clearer; so too the soul is
further refined through fulfilling the Torah and the practical mitzvos, which are in physical

matters,
NN XY 119 RTITID RN RIDARDY R°DORD N2 w1 DY NopYRA Wl 15 N712a0 Yy an
WA TN NPT POYY IAwIR 72yn NIPMa3 KPR PR MY NTAwR O30 Dmn

0”1 0°poR3

and also through the strengthening of the power of the G-dly soul over its animal soul, to subdue,
and to transform darkness into light, etc. And accordingly, the coarseness of the body and the
physicality of this world are only in the manner of a passageway for the soul, and its main cleaving
shall be in its root, in the living G-d.
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(One may further say that in the soul too there are found the two levels of fountain and well, as
mentioned on the verse “And Yitzchak’s servants dug,” cited above: what a person contemplates in
the depth of his thought on the greatness of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, during
the Shema and prayer is the level of “a river goes out of Eden,” Chochmah and Binah, “two com-

panions,” etc.;
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and it waters the fifty-three (gan) sections of the Torah, which is the study of Torah that he engages
in afterward, “the four cubits of halachah,” etc., so that [light] from the level of supernal delight be

drawn into the Torah. And this is the meaning of “about my prayer, that it be close to my bed,”
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so that the study of Torah be after prayer, so that “your voice is sweet,” as is explained elsewhere in
the explanation on the verse “My dove, in the clefts of the rock,” etc. And this is the meaning of “a
fountain of gardens.” And as is written in the Zohar, Part III) (page 298a), that “a fountain of gar-

dens” is the meaning of “and a river goes out of Eden.”
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And the matter of the well is along the lines of what is explained on the verse “My dove” mentioned
above, on the matter of “my dove” when she is in the clefts of the rock, of which it is said, “Let me
see your countenance”: that this is the level of returning light (or chozer), of which they said, “In
the place where penitents stand, the perfectly righteous cannot stand,” for they draw it with greater
strength.
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And so it is with the level of a well, which springs from below upward; and therefore it is above the
level of “a fountain of gardens,” etc., to the point that it is the level of actual “living waters,” which
is above the level of “and a river goes out,” etc., as is explained elsewhere in the discourse begin-
ning “There are sixty queens.”
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Alternatively: although the river too is a [lofty] level, as mentioned above in the matter of the wa-
ters of the gardens, nevertheless the well, which is from below upward, has in it a higher level, as
mentioned above in the matter that penitents, etc. And all his days must be in teshuvah (return).
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And this is the meaning of “And you shall speak to the rock, and it shall give forth its water,” of
which it is said, “Spring up, O well,” etc. And this is exactly like the matter of “Let me see your

countenance” said of “my dove in the clefts of the rock,” etc.
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2. However, for this level of a well to be revealed, there must be “dug it, delved it.” Digging and
delving are casting away the dust of the earth that blocks the mouth of the well; except that digging

is casting away the coarse clods of earth, and delving is casting away the pebbles and the fine sand.
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And so one must remove everything that hides and covers the hidden love, and subdue the sitra

achra (the other side): whether in what is forbidden, to “turn away from evil,” etc.;
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or in what is permitted, “sanctify yourself in what is permitted to you,” and “nullify your will before

His will”; or in fulfilling the mitzvos, to strengthen oneself in Torah study more than one’s habit

and to give charity beyond
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his nature, and the like. For all these things and the like are precisely the levels of digging and

delving: to remove the powers of coarseness that come from the side of kelipah and to nullify them

in complete self-nullification (bittul), “nullify your will,” etc.,
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in order to reveal the hidden recesses of the love, from concealment into revelation. (And these two
levels, digging and delving, to make it into the level of a well, are like the matter explained on the
verse “None shall miscarry or be barren in your land”:
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the matter of “she did not even have a womb,” etc. And the counsel for making an empty vessel is

as it is written, “a broken and crushed heart,” etc.; and this is the level of digging, etc. But he must

further not incline his heart even to permitted things, to be bound up in them, etc.; see there.
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And this is the level of delving, casting away the pebbles and the fine sand. And through this the
hidden recess of the love will be revealed, the level of “And Channah prayed upon Havayah,” etc.;

see there. And this is the meaning and the matter of “Spring up, O well.”)
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And this level of digging and delving is brought about through the level of “princes” and “nobles of
the people.” The “princes” are the Patriarchs, and the choicest of the Patriarchs is Yaakov,

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/chukas/8/ 10
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as in the matter of “and the G-d of Yaakov,” with the addition of the connecting vav, etc.: for Yaakov

is the one who includes all the levels of the Patriarchs. For of Yaakov it is said,
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“For you have striven (sarisa),” an expression of rulership and dominion, “with Elokim,” which is
the matter of the tzimtzum (contraction). For “I, Havayah, have not changed,” and “there is none

else besides Him,” and “all before Him is as nothing,” etc.
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And that the world appears as an existent thing (yesh) and a separate entity is through the level of
the Name Elokim, which contracts and hides the revelation of His G-dliness, may He be blessed, so

that there be aworld (olam), which conceals (ma’alim), etc.
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And Yaakov is the level of a prince and ruler over the level of Elokim, so that it not hide and con-

ceal, etc., as it is written, “And Havayah shall be my Elokim,” etc.,
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as is explained elsewhere. “And with men”: these are the angels, as is written of Avraham, “And he

looked, and behold, three men were standing over him”; for three angels came for three missions.
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For one angel cannot carry out two missions, since the angel is the messenger of the flow (hash-

pa’ah), being the level of a vessel in which
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and through which the flow passes; and its vessel has no power to bear and contain two missions,

which are two flows,
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for they are from Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah, of which it is said, “And from there it divided,”
where each thing is a matter of its own. And of Yaakov it is written, “And he strove (vayasar) with an
angel, and prevailed” (in Hosea, chapter 12, [verse] 5);
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and our Sages, of blessed memory, said (Chullin 92a) that Yaakov became a prince over the angel.
For Yaakov is the body of the Torah (gufa de’oraysa), as it is written, “The voice is the voice of
Yaakov,” and “He established a testimony in Yaakov,” etc.
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And of the Torah it is said, “One thing G-d has spoken; two things have we heard,” and “like a ham-
mer that shatters a rock”: one verse divides, etc.;
7127 19% MR N3°122 BP9 551w T 07N 10K N 1NN RO APDI TRONR RN%IIR 0D
13 °K 11991 IR TR P10D 12°DR 17N

for “the Torah comes forth from Chochmah (wisdom),” and it is His Chochmah, may He be
blessed, of which “He and His vessels are one” (ihu vegarmohi chad), where everything is included
in the level of oneness. Therefore the speech of the Torah, even one verse or one halachah, etc.,
53p%1 21207 RDNA 10 1R 97Y 77N 0D 1001 ROW 0°ORDNRT 7KW L1 1IN0 B3 90
mnobw v

includes the entire Torah. This is not so with the angels, to whom the Torah was not given; there-

fore an angel has no power to bear and receive two missions.
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(And see what is written about this in the discourse beginning “As an eagle stirs up [its nest]”: that
concerning the Giving of the Torah it is said, “They saw what is heard and heard what is seen,” for
there is no division between sight and hearing, since the Torah comes forth from supernal
Chochmah, where there is no division of levels, for it is above the world of separation. Now, it is

found in the Raaya Mehemna, Parshas Pinchas)
PR 1NN oreIoy® Yoo PR ONN2TY 7102 MNRT YR0 XY Y0 TX19° wPUad) (27y v’dT)
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(page 229b): “like a hammer that shatters a rock,” and this is the rock of which it is said, “And you
shall speak to the rock before their eyes, and it shall give forth its water”; and as our Sages, of
blessed memory, said, “Recite one chapter over it.”

12 9°1°1 1N W2 11077 0°°1 0% IR2 N2 AWyl OYw 2pY° 1')1|7 A2 0% mMaR 1Py I
And this is the meaning of “princes dug it”: the level of “the voice of Yaakov,” through which there
comes to be the level of a well of living waters, namely, as it is written, “and it shall give forth its wa-
ter,” etc.

(hpra ﬂ”l?bﬂ'l 2 0”YT 2 UNAT AN TV 1YY 2 TP0T 271 27°Y0 1T K71 1°0)

(And see the Zohar, Part I, page 6, end of side b; Part II, page 64b; and see further Part III, page
249b and 279b; and the Likkutei Torah of the Arizal, Parshas Chukas.)
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Now, the attribute of Yaakov is the level of compassion (and see what is written about this below, at
the end of the discourse beginning “Who has counted the dust of Yaakov”), and of this it is said, “to
Yaakov, who redeemed Avraham?”: the revelation of the love that is within him.
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And through him there comes about the level of digging and delving for the well that springs from
below upward, from concealment into revelation (and this is what is written in the Zohar, Part I,
Vayetzei, 152a, “And Yaakov alone,” etc.; see there).
125 BX QOwew Y AT DR QLY TAORT DR 719D RITW 7900 970 9O 1pni I
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And in this way the entire order of prayer was instituted, which is to arouse the love from conceal-
ment into revelation: through his setting his heart to contemplate “Blessed is He who spoke and the
world came to be,” how He spoke one utterance alone and the world came to be, on the level of the
light that fills all worlds (memalei kol almin) and the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol
almin), etc.;
TANY OMNYR KPR RI XD NNNWT 0M0Nwn 'l'? DoMW X231 10 9173 wYN2 0OIDIRAY BEY
21 DM nnwn
and how “the Ofanim, with a great noise,” etc.; and “the host of heaven bow down to You”: it does
not say “bowed down” but “bow down,” for they bow down always, etc.
0°7°non o2y A1AT NPRwA nPno R 2P3° DY 1NTR2 11°%Y K1 0MA 1721717 2R D°NIN 2”NRY
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And afterward we say, “Merciful Father, have mercy upon us,” with the attribute of Yaakov: that the
physicality of the body and of the world not hide and conceal over him, and that the revelation of

the love be below as it is above.

D3 73R 2N N 0P RITW 0910 01 13 P53 WY N 77980 Uy DRI ORI 1 13 2
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3. Now, from this well, through this digging, there comes about the revelation of the level of living
waters, which is more lasting than the level of love like fiery flames (rishpei esh) in the fervor of

prayer through contemplation, etc., which after prayer passes and goes away, etc.
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But the level of water is flows of a love that has no interruption. And this is the virtue of Avraham,
“who loves Me,” “the man of kindness”: “Remember the father, who was drawn after You like

water.”

9°°m 0°n VYR RI AP NOAK ANR 7720 K% 11372 °Y7 RPIT 073K DR 779 WK 2pye2 1)
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(And this is “to Yaakov, who redeemed Avraham,” specifically. And see Midrash Rabbah on Vayeira,
chapter 48: “You said, ‘Let a little water be brought’; by your life, I will repay your children,” etc.,
“Spring up, O well,” etc. And see there also, at the end of chapter 54.
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And see further on the matter of “Spring up, O well” in Midrash Rabbah: Chayei Sarah, chapter 60;
Beshalach, chapter 25; the beginning of Bamidbar; Shelach Lecha, the beginning of chapter 17;
and in Parshas Chukas; and in Parshas Eikev, on the verse “Hear, O Israel, you are crossing today”;

and in Koheles Rabbah, at the end of “Send your bread upon the waters.”)
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And this is because they are living waters, which receive from Chochmah (wisdom), which is called

9 3

“life,” for “Chochmah gives life,” “in the light of the King’s countenance is life”:

RO K AM2 QN7 TI0°1 1IY3 YW %) DNARWY 7Y XN wrRIY] 17n 13 P2 ona 137007
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that is, the level of self-nullification (bittul), koach mah (the power of “what”) [as is explained else-
where on the verse “And you shall draw water with joy,” concerning the water libation on the
Festival: how it is the level of a love that is above fiery flames, like the analogy of a son when he is
actually with his father, etc.
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And elsewhere it is explained that this is the level of the High Priest, the Chesed (kindness) of Abba,
a love in the manner of self-nullification (bittul).] And this revelation in a person’s soul comes
through occupation with the Torah, for “the Torah comes forth from Chochmah (wisdom),” the lev-
el of bittul;
5937 DOWRY 713°0W P31 PINT? KPW 10 19900 KDY M3 DIRT wRI3 21908 1ann qwnl 19
,12 T°02
and therefore this revelation is drawn from it into a person’s soul in the manner of “And you shall
not profane,” etc., not to “push away the feet of the Shechinah (Divine Presence),” and “I have put
My words in your mouth,” etc.
0”1 0% R 7ARAR P0RI PPRW 11777 7%V 1°2 T'HDTLM AR YR ORI 0D TP ’B2 1551
70 0%y

And therefore in the section “Sanctify to Me,” which is the higher Chochmah (Chochmah Ila’ah), it
is said, “and for a remembrance between your eyes”: that is, that the love has no interruption, like

awell of living waters that spring forth constantly;
R N2RY IR RITY 097 13NNNRY °D 9802 W1 °52°0 NN 100N '(37?3‘? AR WP 7Y 11
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and this is through what is written afterward, “so that the Torah of Havayah be in your mouth.” And
as is written in the Sifrei, Parshas Va’eschanan: “Since it says, ‘And you shall love Havayah,’ I do
not know in what way one loves the Holy One, blessed be He; the verse teaches, ‘And these words
shall be,’ etc.,

MANRM PRT NP2 RO TNINT ROAW MO0 90 097 130 A7aApn DR 700N ANR 0 Innw
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for through this you come to know the Holy One, blessed be He.” And this is because Chochmah,
which is the Torah, is the level of sight, and the love drawn from the level of sight is in the manner
of bittul; and it is above the level of the love drawn from the level of hearing, which is from afar and

is the level of fiery flames, etc.
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[And see what is written elsewhere, at the end of the discourse beginning “Who is like Havayah our
G-d, who is enthroned on high, who looks down low to see”: “to see,” the level of sight and the reve-
lation of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, etc., and this is through the Torah, etc.; see
there].
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And the revelation of the level of the living waters of the Torah is drawn from that well which
springs from beneath the earth, which is the level of the mitzvos enclothed in physical matters; for
the whole Torah is the explanation

K1 210°2 »>133 NS F9IN0 Dw 010 091 09I RO IR M ,KPR2 WPRI NIZNT IR
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and elucidation of the mitzvos, as is explained elsewhere. And from that well spring the living wa-
ters of the Torah, so as to be in the manner of self-nullification (bittul), “And you shall not profane

My holy Name,” and “I have put My words in your mouth,” etc.
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And of this it is said, “On that day living waters shall go out from Jerusalem, half of them toward
the eastern sea”: for the living waters of the Torah, which is enclothed in physicality, will be drawn
from below upward to the eastern sea, and the eastern sea will be in the position of a recipient

from the level of the living waters below.
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And the explanation is as it is written, “Then they spoke,” etc., “and Havayah listened and heard,”
etc. At first glance this is not understood: what need has the Holy One, blessed be He, to hear the
Torah below? Surely “Torah goes forth from Him”!
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But the explanation is that the Holy One, blessed be He, is sometimes called the level of the light
that fills all worlds (memalei kol almin) (and see the Zohar, Part II, Beshalach, 46a, and the
Mikdash Melech there).

Nownn K1 19791 19 1993 TR WA 0RwA 0°1°1Y2 NwDn RO 087 My Pw 11nn mm
21D YRS AW ¥7onn onak by 95 2210 N1vnan 15yn 19ynbn 172 0K IR NN o

Now, the Torah of this world, because it is enclothed in physical matters, has a very lofty root, etc.;
and therefore it draws the power of life-force from the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He,
from the highest heights, from the level of the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin),
to the level of the light that fills all worlds: “and Havayah listened and heard,” etc.
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And see about this in the Zohar, Part II, at the end of Parshas Vayakhel (page 217a). And this is the
meaning of “with the mechokek (lawgiver), with their staffs,” as is explained on the verse “If you
walk in My statutes” (see above, Parshas Bechukosai, the discourse beginning “It is explained in
Etz Chaim”):
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that there are two engravings of a vessel, by way of analogy, from within and from without: from
without, to remove all rust, and within, to engrave in it a receptacle. So too there must be an en-
graving of the soul: from without, to remove everything that hinders and hides, etc.,

12 12372 pnn 55 N1 1172 07K IR 513"]7 55 N3°13 NP9 0°192m) 931 17°a0 NAONA RIM
and this is the level of digging mentioned above; and from within, to be the level of a vessel that re-
ceives the Infinite Light, blessed be He, to be “a vessel that holds blessing,” etc.
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And the Infinite Light, blessed be He, rests and is revealed only in the level of Chochmah (wisdom),
koach mah, etc. And the mechokek, who makes the receptacle, is the one who draws down the level

of the Torah in the manner of self-nullification (bittul), etc.
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(And see what is written below in the explanation on the verse “Arm from among you,” in Parshas
Matos, on the matter that Moshe is called mechokek; and see what is written above on the verse
“Moshe would speak”; and see further on the matter of “with the mechokek” in the Zohar, Part III,
at the end of Parshas Vayelech, 286a, and Parshas Beha’aloscha, page 150.)
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“With their staffs”: these are the supporters of the Torah (tamchei oraysa) (see the Zohar, Part I,
page 8a), “It is a tree of life to those who hold fast to it.” And it is like what is said about Yissachar
and Zevulun: from the children of Yissachar came the Sanhedrin, and Zevulun, through engaging

in commerce for Yissachar’s sake, merited and was raised to a higher rank in one respect,

Mt NI°M2 77IN32 POIY DWW 107 AN 1210 NYDW MUY 19nw aoynd unn N1°naa 11707
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namely, in the manner of from below upward: since it was through the bestowal of his bounty and

his life-force that Yissachar engaged in Torah, with this life-force that was drawn to him, Zevulun

therefore precedes him, for he draws life-force into his Torah.
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(And see about this in Midrash Rabbah, Vayechi, end of chapter 99; the Zohar, Part I, 8a; Vayechi,
page 241b; Part III, Metzora, 53b; and see what is written at the end of the discourse beginning

“The voice of my beloved,” regarding “leaping over the hills.”)
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And therefore it is said of Zevulun, “Peoples they shall call to the mountain,” etc. The meaning is
along the lines of what is said, “Who shall ascend the mountain of Havayah, and who shall stand,”

etc.
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But regarding Zevulun, even the level of “peoples” (amim), [as in] “dimmed” (omemos), shall be
called and gathered to the level of “the mountain of Havayah.” However, all the levels mentioned
above, which are in the manner of a well, from below upward, require that there be an arousal from

above (isarusa dile’eila) before the arousal from below (isarusa dilesata).
YW MY A 7971 570 AT V) IR O0Y Ox 101 270 A 1ry) RPOYDT HRAWS PRAWS W0 IR 1N
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And this is “Then Israel sang”: the Israel above (Yisrael dile’eila) (see the Zohar, Part II, 54a);
“Spring up, O well” (see the Zohar, at the end of Parshas Vayelech, there, and Etz Chaim, Sha’ar 31,
chapter 7):
nmR aunk abynbn I 1y X9OYPT DRAYS N2 19107 NODINT NONOW UwWI NI P01 KO
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this is the Congregation of Israel (Knesses Yisrael), the source of the souls of Israel, which gathers
in and collects within itself the level of the Israel above. “Sing out to it”: from above downward, so
that there be the arousal from above that comes before the arousal from below, in order that there
be “Spring up, O well,” from below upward. And as our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “Were it
not that the Holy One, blessed be He, helps him,” etc.
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(and see Etz Chaim, Sha’ar 31, chapter 7, and the Zohar, Part III, at the end of Parshas Vayelech).
And it is this that we ask for in prayer: “And bring us back in complete teshuvah (return) before
You,” etc.; “Merciful Father, have mercy upon us, and put understanding into our hearts,” that is,
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to understand one thing from another, etc. For even the great compassion upon us is far from our

comprehension, and we cannot arouse the compassion
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as it is, etc. And this arousal from above comes through the drawings-down of the Torah:
“Chochmah at the beginning and Chochmah at the end.” Chochmah at the beginning is the level of

the arousal from above that precedes the arousal from below;
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and Chochmah at the end, where through the arousal from below [comes] an arousal from above, is
the well that “dug it, delved it,” etc., “with the mechokek, with their staffs”; “living waters shall go
out.”

¥1,9102 1372 WK 71572 1°2¥n 15720 113 71770 KW D2 Wy 2°Y 17237 NPWRI2 72 1°9)
7770 DAP%) 02 WrnYY Y 92971 10 1AYR 2 1U8PT Dapm M Ty

(And see the Zohar, Bereishis, page 26b; and see what is written in Parshas Nasso, at the end of the
discourse beginning “Thus shall you bless,” on the matter of “blessing at the beginning, blessing at
the end”; and see further in the Zohar, Vayakhel, page 197b, on the matter of “the nobles of the
people delved it”; and see what is written in Parshas Vayakhel, at the end of the discourse

beginning
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“Take from among you,” in the explanation of “whoever is of a generous heart shall bring it”; and
in Shir HaShirim, on the verse “How beautiful are your steps in sandals, O daughter of the noble
one,” etc.; and see further the Zohar, Part III, 19b, 26a; Part I, 235a; Part 11, 113, end of side b, 114;
Part III, 235b.)
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