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“And Moshe made a copper serpent and
set it upon the pole” (Numbers 21:9)
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“And Moshe made a copper serpent and set it upon the pole; and it was, if the serpent had bitten a
man, he would gaze at the copper serpent and live.”
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And it is stated in the Mishnah (end of chapter 3 of Rosh HaShanah) on this: “At the time when
Israel would look upward and subject their hearts to their Father in heaven,” etc.
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Now this is difficult: why was a serpent needed at all? Rather, “and it was, if the serpent had bitten,”
let him look upward! Furthermore, what is [this] looking upward? Is it not explained, regarding

prayer, that his eyes should be below and his heart above?
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To understand this, let us first inquire into the matter of the soul’s descent into this world. For its
main purpose is to cleave to its Maker with love and awe, and the main cleaving is in prayer, for the
words are closer to a person’s understanding. And certainly, before the soul came forth into this

world,
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and also after its departure from the body, it cleaves more [closely] with inner love and awe; for the
body does not let it serve G-d, and on the contrary, because of its materiality it will force the soul to

take pleasure even in physical things,
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even though the soul does not want this, for the source from which it was hewn is “a part of G-d

above,” and its desire is to cleave to its Creator more [closely].
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Now, it is explained in the Zohar: “Whoever does not turn the bitter into sweet has no share at all in
this world” (see the Zohar, Bereishis, page 4a, and the commentary of the Ramaz there).
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For “this is the whole of man”; he was created only for this. For in [the era of] the First Temple they
did not pray at all; and in the Second Temple, too, the Men of the Great Assembly instituted a short
prayer.
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And certainly all their service was nothing but along these lines: to turn the bitter into sweet. And
the explanation is that the judgments (dinim) are sweetened in their root.
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For all the evils and judgments, may the Merciful One spare us, that came into being in the world:
their root and source, which gives them life, is good, as in the parable of the harlot with the king’s
son explained in the Zohar (Terumah, page 163a), that her whole will and desire is that he not obey
her,
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and in this she will delight more, that she will be beloved by the king; whereas when she seduces
him and prevails over him, this is not the king’s will.
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And this is [the meaning of] the saying of our Sages, of blessed memory: “The Satan and Peninnah
intended [it] for the sake of Heaven.” And elsewhere (Sukkah 52a) they said: “He set his eyes upon

the First Temple and destroyed it,” which implies that he was envious of it.
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And the explanation is that the root of evil, which gives it life, is good, as is explained in the Zohar

there: “Is there, then, a servant who rebels against his master?” Although there are many servants

who break away from their masters, they, however, are flesh and blood, and their life-forces are

separate from one another.
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But the servants of G-d, who receive their life-force from Him, may He be blessed, and He is the

One who gives life to all: how can there be life-force for a thing that is against Him? And [the Zohar]

answers that it is, by way of analogy, [like] the harlot with the king’s son.
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And this is what gives life to all the evils, and their root above is good; and when it descends below
by way of the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus), it truly becomes complete evil and com-

plete judgments, both in worldly matters and in heavenly matters.
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Now, when some afflictions come upon a person, may the Merciful One spare us, let him consider

that “not by what his eyes see shall he judge” that it is bad; rather, in truth its root is good, for from

Him, may He be blessed, evils do not come forth,
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but only complete good; only it is not grasped, because it cannot descend to the lowly world, and it
remains above (see Sefer Shel Beinonim, chapter 26, and Iggeres HaKodesh, the passage begin-

ning “To give you understanding”).
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And this is called “fine food” (mikla dakik), which is in truth His life-force, may He be blessed (and
see the Zohar, Bereishis, page 8b: “like a fine thread,” etc.).
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And this is [the meaning of] “with all your me’od (might),” as in the saying, “‘Very good’: ‘good,’
this is the angel of life; ‘very,’ this is the angel of death”: for it is very (me’od) good, without mea-
sure or limit,
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only it has not yet come to revelation and is not grasped (and see the Zohar at the beginning of
Parshas Yisro, page 68b, and the Ramaz there; and see what is written on the verse “These are the
journeys”).
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And this is [the meaning of] “Yah has sorely chastened me”: that it is at the beginning of the Name,

the beginning of its revelation, where it has not yet come to revelation and is not grasped, for not

everything has yet been revealed.
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And this is the matter of Nachum Ish Gam Zu, who would say, “This too is for the good” (gam zu

letovah), because he would truly contemplate that the root of evil is the good; and he brought it up

to its root, to the place of ayin (nothingness), and there he was able to effect a change,
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as in the saying of Rabbi Chanina ben Dosa: “He Who said to the oil that it should burn,” etc. (and
see what is written at the end of the discourse beginning “This is the statute of the Torah,” on the

matter of “Who can bring the pure out of the impure”).
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And this is the matter of prayer in the human body in this world: for the soul within the body suf-

fers troubles and afflictions, since its desire is to cleave to its Fashioner, and the body does not let

it.
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And like the exile of the Shechinah (Divine Presence), which is compelled to give life even to the
wicked, so the soul is compelled to give life to the body; and its whole intent is not for its own sake

but only in order to raise the body from the dust.
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And it must refine it like silver in the hand of the refiner: the more admixture there is, the greater
the flame of fire in which one must refine and whiten [it]. So too one must refine the body from the

evil inclination and bring it to its root,
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as in the parable of the king’s son with the harlot, mentioned above. And the more admixture of
evil there is, the greater and stronger the fire in prayer through which one must separate [it], to
cleave to one’s Maker (and see what is written in Parshas Emor on the verse “And I shall be
sanctified”).
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Therefore, in [the era of] the First Temple, when there was not much evil, they did not need prayer
with fervor; rather, all their activity was to bring the evil and the judgments to their root through

the offerings, [and this| was sufficient for them.
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But in the Second Temple they began to institute prayer, and it was short, in proportion to the need

for fire and to the admixture of evil that was within them.
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And we need to pray more and more, with very great fervor. And so too in each successive genera-
tion further down, one must pray with great fervor; and not
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because the generations have become more worthy; on the contrary, because of the magnitude of
the evil that has become mixed in and has increased in each generation, one must separate it

through a strong fire in prayer, and refine the evil that is within him, and bring it to
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its root, as in the parable of the king’s son with the harlot, mentioned above: that he should consid-
er the life-force of the evil, which gives it life, how it has life-force from the Holy One, blessed be
He, for without Him it could not live, and the Holy One, blessed be He, gives it life in the manner

mentioned above.
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If so, there is no evil at all. And likewise all the afflictions in the matters of this world: when one

thinks in the manner mentioned above, “all the workers of iniquity shall be scattered.”
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And like the matter of Nachum Ish Gam Zu, all the tzaddikim too were along these lines; only
Nachum Ish Gam Zu was able to change the drawing-down from above to below, so that it was truly

seen below that it is good, in physical terms.
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And therefore it is called gam zu (“this too”), for it is grasped (and see Etz Chaim, Sha’ar Leah

VeRachel, chapter 5, on the matter of gam; and in the Mahadura Basra there: “And the gam

shines,” etc.; and it is a drawing-down from the hidden world (alma de’iskasya) to the revealed

world (alma de’isgalya), which is called zu; and see further on the matter of gam in Etz Chaim,

Sha’ar Arich Anpin, chapter 14; and see what is written above in the discourse beginning
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“And this is the work of the Menorah,” on the matter of “And [ will also (gam) surely bring you up,”
that is, that the level of gam will also have an ascent; and from this comes the matter of Nachum Ish
Gam Zu).
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But [with] all the [other] tzaddikim, even though their thoughts were along these lines, it remained
above, just as it was at first, without that good being grasped.
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And this is the matter of the copper serpent, which had to be set upon the pole: for there was need
for the raising of the serpent on high, and [for]| looking upward; that is, that one should not think

that the serpent is separate [from Him], [for] if so it is actual evil and remains evil.
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But when one thinks of the serpent in its elevation on high, in its root, that it is not separate from
Him, may He be blessed, and that its life-force from there is in the manner of the parable of the
harlot with the king’s son mentioned above, then no evil descends from above. And therefore it was

copper, which changes into several hues, through ayin (nothingness).

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/chukas/7/ 8



LIKKUTEI TORAH - PARSHAS CHUKAS - MAAMAR 7 1911 03 by hiaki7abWel7ishRi7dshBul7dn) Wyﬁ'“

1390 ,QW »7pnRyY 2’8 UPRY 17Y2 X1 (2 n7ap) (21N 27012 NWRIT whl 1PIyn 1P7y) o7nm
MPPERT 37P7 07N RINW NWNIT WNI 7Y 10 099w 0OWNIT MYp M2 panonw

And the discerning will understand. (See on the matter of the copper serpent in the Zohar, Part II,
Terumah) (148b), and it is cited in Etz Chaim, Sha’ar 49, chapter 3; and see Mikdash Melech there.
That is: the sweetening of the harsh gevuros (severities) of the fiery serpents is through the copper

serpent, which is Tiferes (beauty) of kelipas nogah of Atzilus;
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and that is through looking upward, to raise kelipas nogah to its root, which is from the World of
Tohu; and through this the good within it prevails, for no evil descends from above; and then the
good that is in Tiferes of kelipas nogah of Atzilus becomes bound with Tiferes of holiness of Atzilus,

etc.
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Now, through Tiferes (beauty) of holiness there is also brought about the sweetening of the gevuros
(severities) of holiness by the chasadim (kindnesses); and this is the matter of peace in the house-
hold above (pamalya shel maalah); and as is explained elsewhere, in Iggeres HaKodesh, on the

verse “And the work of tzedakah shall be peace,” etc.;
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see there. And from this there is afterward also drawn down peace in the household below (pa-

malya shel matah), in the chambers (heichalos) of Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah, until even in the

chambers of nogah the good prevails and the evil is sweetened; and this too is through Tiferes of

nogah, the copper serpent, etc.

270 M2 MY Y DoRwaw DvaRD 02D DR PTAYwm 0Pyn °8%5 1PPononw Y KT 11 IR
CR nP R 3”2971°8 D77 °R ©”977)

But this is specifically through their looking upward and subjecting their hearts to their Father in
heaven. And see further in the Zohar, Part II (page 229a, 260a, and page 233a, 147a);
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and see the Zohar, Parshas Mikeitz (page 204a); and see the Midrash Rabbah, Parshas Noach, sec-
tion 31 (page 33a), on the matter of the copper serpent; and something like this is in the Jerusalem
Talmud, end of chapter 3 of Rosh HaShanah.
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