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“And the pure one shall sprinkle upon
the impure one on the third day and
on the seventh day” (Numbers 19:19)
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“And the pure one shall sprinkle upon the impure one on the third day and on the seventh day.”

Now, regarding the Resurrection of the Dead it is written, “On the third day He will raise us up, and

we shall live before Him” [see Midrash Rabbah, Parshas Vayeira, section 56].
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The explanation is that reviving the dead is with great mercy (rachamim rabim): the dew with
which He is destined to revive the dead, and it is the source of the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy, as

is explained in the discourse beginning “And He fed you the manna.”
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Now, Tiferes (beauty), which is the attribute of mercy, the attribute of Yaakov, rises up to Keser (the
Crown), the level of great mercy, in the mystery of the bar
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in the middle, which runs through from end to end, in the Zohar at the end of Parshas Terumah
(page 175b). And this is [the meaning of] “on the third day” specifically: “He will raise us up.” And

see what is written on this verse below, in connection with the Ten Days of Teshuvah.
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And this is [the meaning of] “And I bore you on eagles’ wings”: which is the face of the eagle, the
level of mercy, to arouse mercy over the descent of the soul; and through this, “and I brought you”
truly “to Myself.” “As an eagle stirs up,” etc., “bears it on its pinions,” etc., as is explained

elsewhere.
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“And we shall live before Him (lefanav)” specifically: that is, in the Time to Come the inner dimen-

sion (pnimiyus) of Atik Yomin, which is above the shattering and the rectification, etc., will be re-

vealed. And this is [the meaning of] “On the third day,” etc., “and he saw the place from afar.” And

this is along the lines of “to Yaakov, who redeemed Avraham,”
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for the level of “from afar” is that which is far from comprehension. “I said, ‘I will become wise,’

but it is far from me”: this Shlomo said concerning the mitzvah of the red heifer.
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And all this is drawn down through “on the third day,” etc., the level of mercy, as mentioned above.
And see what is written elsewhere on the verse “For this commandment,” etc., “nor is it far,” etc.,
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which was said concerning the mitzvah of teshuvah (return): that although the drawing down is
from the level of Keser (the Crown), the supernal encompassing [light], which is what is called
“far,” nevertheless “the thing is near to you,” etc. And this is like the matter of “And I bore you on

eagles’ wings,” etc., “to Myself,” as mentioned above.
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Now, the ashes of the heifer are also the level of teshuvah (return), to burn up all evil thoughts, as
is explained elsewhere. And through this, living waters are drawn down from the level of “I will be-

come wise, but it is far” to the one far off who has become near.
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And like the matter of the sprinkling to purify one made impure by the dead, in exactly this way a
person shall bring to life his soul, which is imprisoned and bound up in the vanities of the world
and is considered as dead, as it is written, “And he made his grave with the wicked,” and as our
Sages, of blessed memory, said, “The wicked in their lifetime are called dead.” And this is through

the arousal of great mercy from above,
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and therefore the sprinkling is also on the third day: through one’s arousing mercy upon his soul,
“In Your great mercy, have mercy upon us,” etc., and “And He, being merciful, atones for iniquity,”

etc.
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And see what is written in the discourse beginning “I have seen, and behold, a menorah of gold,”
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on the matter of “In Your great mercy,” etc. And “on the seventh day” is the level of Malchus

(sovereignty),
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which is the level of David. And among the seven Ushpizin (guests), Yaakov is the third and David
is the seventh. And the level of David, in that he was a chariot for the level of Malchus, is because
he is the level of “David My servant.”
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Now, it is written, “For to Me the children of Israel are servants.” The meaning is: through their be-

ing at the level of servants, through this they will be truly “Mine.”
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And as is explained elsewhere on the verse “And now, I pray, let [the power] be great,” etc.: that the

level of a servant, which is complete self-nullification (bittul) without any reason or knowledge, has

its root very high;
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that is, it draws down from the level of Keser (the Crown), which is above Chochmah (wisdom) and
Binah (understanding), and it is the level of the Malchus of the Infinite One (Ein Sof). And this is the
level of truly “Mine,” along the lines of what is explained elsewhere on the verse “And I will betroth

you to Me forever,” etc.: that at this level, changes do not apply, etc.
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Moreover, the root of the impurity of the dead is drawn from the shattering of the vessels (sheviras
hakeilim): the seven kings of Tohu, who died, etc.; Bela is the level of Daas (knowledge), etc.
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And this is also the matter of the Tree of Knowledge of good and evil. Whereas regarding supernal

Chochmah (wisdom), it is written, “They die, and not with wisdom”; [it is| the Tree of Life.
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And all the more so at the level of Keser (the Crown), etc., the Life of life, etc. And this is drawn
down through the self-nullification (bittul) that is above Daas, which is the level of “on the seventh
day,” etc.
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And see what is written in Parshas Vayakhel, in the discourse beginning “Take from among you an

offering,” on the matter of “va’ed (forever) has no cessation,” etc.; see there. And this is the matter
of “David lives and endures.”
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Now, of Yaakov too our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “Yaakov our father did not die,” for he is
from the level that is above the shattering, as is explained elsewhere on the statement of the Zohar

at the end of Parshas Vayigash, on the verse “And Yaakov blessed Pharaoh,” etc.
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And see what is written above in Parshas Vayishlach, on the verse “And [a man] wrestled,” etc., on
the matter of “that he could not prevail against him,” etc. And therefore the sprinkling for the pu-
rification of one made impure by the dead, to remove the spirit of impurity, is specifically on the

third day and on the seventh day. And see what is written on the verse “And He fed you the manna.”
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