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An explanation on the verse “Therefore the moshlim say: ‘Come to Cheshbon.’”
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Now, the root of these things, in the meaning and substance of “the reckoning of the world,” is
based on what is written in the Zohar, Parshas Pekudei (end of 225b): “Come and see: there is a

measuring, hidden and concealed;
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and there is a reckoning that stands in concealment, hidden and concealed.” And this is the level of
the measuring line (kav hamidah). And so too in the Likkutei Torah of the Arizal, Parshas Vayera,

[it] explains: “Cheshbon (reckoning) is Abba, the supernal thought; the five Gevuros of Abba,” etc.
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And see Me’orei Or, letter Ches, section 75. For the Gevuros are what give an allotment and a mea-
sure to the entire order of the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus): how much revelation of

G-dliness there will be in each world, according to its rank and its nature.
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Now, it is known that the revelation of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, is through its
being enclothed in the Sefirah of Chochmah (wisdom), which is the level of ayin (nothingness) and

self-nullification (bittul); whereas in yesh (somethingness) the Infinite Light is not revealed,
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for “I and he cannot,” etc. Therefore “the reckoning of the world,” how much revelation there will
be in each world, is according to the measure of the revelation of Chochmah. For the truth is that
“You made them all with wisdom”;
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but the enclothing of Chochmah is not equal in them all. Where Chochmah is abundant, there is
the higher level; and where it is diminished and contracted, it becomes lower and lower, etc.
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And what weighs out the level of Chochmabh is the matter of the measuring line (kav hamidah), as is
written elsewhere on the statement of the Raaya Mehemna at the beginning of Parshas Tisa: “A

stone to weigh with: this is the yud,” etc. And this is the meaning of “the reckoning of the world.”
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Now, this world, which is the very last concealment from the standpoint of the order of the chain of

descending worlds (hishtalshelus), and a darkness doubled and redoubled (for from the standpoint

of the order of hishtalshelus the revelation of Chochmah (wisdom) and of comprehension is greatly

diminished, etc.):
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it is the world of action, in which to draw down a revelation of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof),

blessed be He, above the hishtalshelus and the revelation that is in the higher worlds.
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That is, through the Giving of the Torah; for the Torah’s root and foundation is “in the holy moun-
tains,” the supernal Chochmah (Chochmah ila’ah) itself, regarding which they said, “The Torah
and the Holy One, blessed be He, are entirely one”; whereas the revelation of Chochmah in the

higher worlds is only a radiance from the level of the supernal Chochmah.
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Accordingly, through occupying oneself with the Torah one draws down below a revelation from
above the order of the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus). And this is “and let us calculate
the reckoning of the world”: to draw down blessing and flow from the source of the level of the
reckoning of the measuring line, the supernal thought, etc.
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And according to this one may also explain hamoshlim in its plain sense, as a term of mashal

(parable). That is, the Torah is called “the parable of the Ancient One” (meshal hakadmoni),
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for it is a parable and a garment for the level of “the Ancient One of the world,” whose revelation is
through the Torah, which is the supernal Chochmah (wisdom), as mentioned above; and as is writ-
ten in the discourse beginning “A person is obligated to become intoxicated on Purim”; see there

on this subject.
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Therefore through this, “come, let us calculate the reckoning of the world,” as mentioned above.
And likewise through the fulfillment of the mitzvos.
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Now, regarding the prohibitive commandments, it was explained above that through “the sitra
achra (the other side) being subdued, the glory of the Holy One, blessed be He, is elevated in all the
worlds.” And so too through the positive commandments; for regarding the mitzvah of charity our

Sages, of blessed memory, said: “Every perutah joins into a great reckoning (cheshbon gadol).”
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For the level of Malchus (sovereignty) of the World of Atzilus (Emanation) is called cheshbon
(reckoning), as is written in the Zohar, Parshas Pinchas (220b): “And cheshbon: this is the world

that depends on speech.”
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For the division of the life-force (chayus) from the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) to all the worlds, in the
multitude of divisions of levels (“Is there any number to His legions?”), with no two creatures alike:
this is from the level of the supernal speech, from the variation of the combinations [of letters].
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As is written elsewhere, in Parshas Va’eira, on the verse “And Elokim spoke to Moshe and said to
him: I am Havayah,” and on the verse “And David made a name,” in Iggeres HaKodesh.
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Therefore the level of Malchus, which is the level of the supernal speech: there is the reckoning; as
it is written, “He who brings out their host by number, He calls them all by name.” And see on this
in the Zohar, Bereishis (page 2a).
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And it is written, “He counts the number of the stars.” And this is the level of the spreading forth of
the life-force in the mode of the light that fills all worlds (memalei kol almin), to each and every one
as befits it, according to its makeup and its nature. And this is “Your eyes are pools in Cheshbon.”
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And see what is written in the discourse beginning “And you shall count for yourselves,” on the

matter of se’orah (barley) as shiur hei (the measure of hei), and in the discourse beginning “And

Elokim spoke all these words, saying,” etc.
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And this is [the meaning of| what is written in the Zohar, Parshas Pekudei (225b): “And it has, out-

side, another Kodesh (Holy) below, which stands beneath it and exists in reckoning,” etc.
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That is, the level of Malchus of Atzilus, the source of Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah, etc.; see there.
And see what is written below on the verse “Who can count,” etc., “and the number,” etc.
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Now, all this reckoning is the division of the life-force so as to become the multitude of creatures;
and of this it is said, “How many are Your works!” But the great reckoning is as it is written, “Praise

Him according to the abundance of His greatness.”
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For “His greatness” is the revelation of the Infinite Light, blessed be He, itself, from the level of the
light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin); and “according to the abundance of His great-

ness” is that in this too there is a multitude
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of levels, one higher above another; as is known, what is now encompassing and surrounding will
be drawn down in the Time to Come in an inner mode, and higher, loftier encompassing [lights]
will be drawn down, etc.,
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as is written elsewhere on the verse “And it shall be on that day that a great shofar shall be

sounded,” etc. And this drawing-down is from the level of “His great Name.”

MIZAT 7Y RIT T WM L001RY NINIRT 1277 19T 217 ona mRAnT PITa pawn Ay
5173 112w 2% DYOWRI WK 1PTIMI YU °M2 MW MONEn MPTE YT Urno

And this is the meaning of the “great reckoning”: the revelation of the level of “the abundance of
His greatness,” the multitude of the higher lights. And this drawing-down is through the mitzvos,
as it is said, “He sows acts of charity, makes salvations (yeshuos) sprout”: the level of the 370 lights

(shin-ayin nehorin), which are drawn from the level of the great reckoning.
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Therefore the three levels of Chochmah (wisdom), Binah (understanding) and Daas (knowledge)
are each composed of a hundred, and this is the shin [300]; and the seven lower [Sefiros| are each

composed of ten,
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and this is the ayin [70], as is written in Etz Chaim, Sha’ar Arich Anpin, chapter 15, and by the
Ramaz (Rabbi Moshe Zacuto), Parshas Bereishis (end of page 4b): that is, the level of the multitude
of lights, etc.
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And see there in Etz Chaim, in the name of the Idra (128b), that they are the level of the “370 myri-
ads of lights.” And see what is written on the subject of the great reckoning in the explanation on
“And you shall count for yourselves,” and in the discourse beginning “And it shall be tzitzis for

”

you.
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And this is the meaning of “Come to Cheshbon,” which refers to the mitzvos, as our Sages, of
blessed memory, said: “and let us calculate the reckoning of the world: the loss of a mitzvah

against its reward,” etc.;

M2 Y710 7172 07K IR M9%2 TWRRY XP2T 9173 112wnR NEN0ER I 9O 1783 110 11007
1T Y

9

that is, as with charity, “every perutah joins into a great reckoning,” “great” precisely, for it draws
down a revelation of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, the light that encompasses all

worlds (sovev kol almin), the level of “His great Name.”

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/chukas/11/ 7
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And this drawing-down is into the level of the attribute of His Malchus (sovereignty), may He be
blessed, the source of Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah, which is called cheshbon (reckoning); and this
is “Come to Cheshbon.” And so it is too with all the mitzvos; and of this it is said, “And the number
of the children of Israel shall be,” etc.,
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“which shall not be measured and shall not be counted”: because they draw down from the level of
the great reckoning, etc.; as is written in the explanation on “Who can count,” mentioned above.
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Now, in the service of G-d there must also be two levels of reckoning. The first is as written in the
Zohar, Parshas Korach (178a): that every single night, before he lies down and before he falls

asleep,
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a person must make a reckoning of the deeds he did that whole day, and repent of them, and ask
for mercy concerning them, etc.; as this matter is written at length in Sefer Shel Beinonim, chapter
29.
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And the second is thought and contemplation of the greatness of the Infinite One (Ein Sof), blessed
be He, and of His sovereignty, above without end and below without limit, etc.; and that He “has
sanctified us with His commandments,” which are drawings-down of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof),
blessed be He, itself, etc.

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/chukas/11/ 8
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And the matter of “the city of Sichon” refers to prayer; for prayer is called tzelosa, as is written in

Daniel [6:11], “and he prayed (umtzalei) and gave thanks,” etc.; and “And Yitzchak entreated,” its

Targum is “And Yitzchak prayed (vetzalei).”
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The explanation is that mtzalei is a term of inclining, as in “tilt and pound” (atzlei vedoch) (in the
Gemara, at the end of the first chapter of Beitzah). And likewise the Targum of “You shall not bend

judgment” is lo satzlei.
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Now, prayer is in the manner of “Yehi ratzon” (May there be will): one draws down and makes the
level of will (ratzon), and will is the level of Keser (the Crown). And this is the meaning of “San-
dalphon ties crowns for his Maker from the prayers of Israel,” as is written on the verse “How beau-

tiful are your steps in sandals,” and in the discourse beginning “The Chanukah lamp,” etc.,
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“the mezuzah on the right,” etc. Now, the drawing-down of the level of Keser is this: that from
Malchus (sovereignty) of the World of Atzilus (Emanation) there comes to be Atik Yomin (the

Ancient of Days) and Keser for Beriah;
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and likewise from Malchus of the Infinite One (Ein Sof) there comes to be Atik Yomin and Keser for

Atzilus, as is written in Etz Chaim, Sha’ar 41, chapter 3, that Keser is the intermediary, etc.
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And this is why prayer is called tzelosa, a term of inclining: one draws down and inclines, as it
were, the radiance of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, so that it be drawn down to be at
the level of Keser (the Crown) for Atzilus. And this is also the meaning of Atik Yomin: from the ex-

pression “who moves (hamaatik) mountains,”

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/chukas/11/ 9
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and from the expression “which the men of Chizkiyahu copied (he’etiku),” which means transfer-
ring from one book to another. And so is the drawing-down from the level of Malchus of the Infinite
One (Ein Sof), so that there be “Yehi ratzon,” Atik and Keser for Atzilus, etc.
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And by this will be understood the saying of our Sages, of blessed memory, in the first chapter of

Berachos (end of page 5b), regarding one who did not wait for his fellow who was praying and left

him alone in the synagogue: “And not only that, but he causes the Shechinah to depart from Israel,

as it is said, ‘And the Rock is moved (vaye’etak) from its place.””
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For through prayer one brings about a drawing-down from above to below, and this is the drawing-
down of the level of Atik Yomin and Keser; and this is the indwelling of the Shechinah (Divine
Presence), as is written on this in the explanation on “I am black and comely”: that the level of
Malchus of Atzilus, when it becomes the Atik Yomin of Beriah, is the meaning of Shechinah, which
dwells (shochen) in Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah, etc.;
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see there. And therefore, conversely, because he disrupted his fellow’s prayer, it is said, “And the
Rock is moved,” etc., which is the departure of the Shechinah, G-d forbid.
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And this is why prayer is called sichah, a term of moving. And this is also the meaning of “And
Havayah turned (vayisha) to Hevel”: a term of turning; and it is the matter mentioned above in the

explanation of tzelosa as a term of inclining.
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Along these lines one may also explain the saying of our Sages, of blessed memory: “When Israel
say, ‘Amen, yehei shmei rabba (may His great Name),” the Holy One, blessed be He, nods His
head”; as this matter is explained at the end of Parshas Shelach.
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But the meaning of the nodding, it may be said, is that it is like “And Havayah turned to Hevel,” as

mentioned above. And this is the meaning of “like the sweetness of the speech (si’ach) of the as-

sembly of the holy seraphim.”
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For the meaning of si’ach is as mentioned above regarding prayer, which is called sicho (his
speech). Now, opposite this there is also “the city of Sichon”; and it is along the lines of what is writ-
ten of the Generation of the Dispersion: “Let us build ourselves a city,” etc.;
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and as is written in the Zohar, Parshas Noach (page 74a): “Let us establish in this place a city,” etc.
(and there, page 74b);
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that is, the drawing of the level of letters into the side of kelipah (the husk), such as evil speech and
the like. And see what is written on the verse “This shall be the law of the metzora”: that every com-

bination [of letters] is called a house, and speech as a whole (klalus hadibbur) is called a city.
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And of this our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “like this ayir (young donkey) that goes after pleas-
ant talk (sichah),” etc. And see what is written in Parshas Vayechi on the verse “Binding his foal to

the vine,” in the explanation of iroh (his foal).
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And in Parshas Beshalach, in the discourse beginning “To My mare among Pharaoh’s chariots,” on

the subject of the letters of the opposing side, etc. And see the Zohar, Parshas Balak (end of page
199b, and page 201b);
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and see Etz Chaim, Sha’ar 48, chapter 3, on the explanation of “If you soar as high as the eagle,

from there I will bring you down, says Havayah”; and the explanation
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is that “says Havayah,” His speech, is what brings down and lowers the kelipos, the evil inclination
and the sitra achra (the other side); and so too a person, through his occupation with the Torah,
etc.; as is written in Parshas Mikeitz, in the discourse beginning “Sing and rejoice, O daughter,”

etc.
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And this is [the meaning of] “And He tells man what his speech (sicho) is”: that is, if he was not en-
ticed by his inclination to be drawn, G-d forbid, after forbidden letters and words, but rather his

speech is the Torah, which is the level of Mah, etc., as mentioned above.
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