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“If you will walk in My statutes,” etc. Now, our Sages, of blessed memory, said (Avodah Zarah 5a):
“‘If’ is nothing other than an expression of supplication, as it is said, “‘Would that My people listen
to Me, that Israel walk in My ways.’” We need to understand the matter of these supplications: what

are they?
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We also need to understand the expression bechukosai, “in My statutes,” which our Sages, of
blessed memory, explained (in Kiddushin, folio 39) on the verse “You shall keep My statutes”:
“statutes (chukos) that I engraved (chakakti) for you,” etc.
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And [we need] also to understand the expression telechu, “you will walk,” that is said here. Now, it
is known that in the Written Torah there are two kinds of writing,
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for of the Tablets it is said, “And the writing was the writing of G-d, engraved upon the Tablets”: the
writing is from the very substance of the Tablets, engraved out of them and in them, and the letters
were not a thing and an entity in their own right.
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But the rest of the Written Torah is ink written upon the parchment, where the letters are an entity
in their own right and are not from the essence of the parchment; and it is called the Written Torah

because the Torah is clothed in writing. This suffices for one who understands.
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Now, “there are three bonds: the Holy One, blessed be He, the Torah and Israel; and Israel are
bound,” etc. Therefore in every spark and G-dly soul of Israel there are also these two levels, en-
graved letters and written letters. For it is written, “And I will give you walkers among these who

stand.”
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Now, “those who stand” are the angels, and the “walkers” are the souls of Israel as a whole. And to
understand this, why the angels are called “those who stand”:
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it is written, “By the word of Havayah,” etc., “and by the breath of His mouth all their host.” That is,

the place of the source from which the angels are hewn, and of their creation, is from the speech of

the Holy One, blessed be He, as it were. Even though He has no bodily form,
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and we cannot compare [anything] to Him in His holiness, nevertheless “the Torah speaks in the

2

language of human beings,” so that the revelation of His light to the level of created beings is

called by the name “speech.”
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Now, the letters of speech are, by way of analogy, divided bodies, each one standing by itself, so

that from this utterance another utterance will never come into being.
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Therefore the angels whose service is at the level of love, like the camp of Michael, or whose ser-

vice is at the level of awe,
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like the camp of Gabriel, stand in the heights of the world at one level; and the love and awe that
were placed in them from the six days of Creation do not alter their appointed role, so as to keep

growing greater from day to day.
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And as the verse says, “Seraphim stand”: at one level. But the souls of Israel: of them it was said,
“Israel arose in thought first”; the source from which they are hewn is from the letters of thought,
which is called the supernal thought (machshavah ila’ah), and these are like a spring that flows

constantly,
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as our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “understanding one thing out of another.” As soon as one
thing falls into the thought that is bound to the source of the intellect, it then walks about in a broad

expanse, widening and spreading out more and more. Of this it is said,
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“And a river goes out of Eden to water the garden.” This river is what is drawn and goes out con-
stantly from Eden, that is, the source of Chochmah (wisdom), and it goes on widening until it
comes to water the fifty-three (gan) portions of the Torah, which are called the Written Torah, as

mentioned above.
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Therefore it is said, “Beyond the river your fathers dwelt of old,” etc.: above the level of the river.
And this thought also has two levels, as the verse says, “For My thoughts are not your thoughts,” in

the plural.
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For the lower thought (machshavah tata’ah) is what gives life to speech, since without thought it is
impossible to speak, as our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “Let your ears hear what you bring
forth from your mouth.” And of this level our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “With ten utterances
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the world was created; yet could it not have been created with one utterance?” The one utterance is
the level of this thought, which is clothed in, and gives life to, all of speech as awhole,
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as the verse says, “He who fashions their hearts together, who understands all their deeds,” for they
are all surveyed in a single glance. But the second level is the level of the supernal thought, which
cleaves to the essence of the intellect; those letters are the ones called “engraved,” and they are not

an entity in their own right, as mentioned above.
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Therefore the souls are called “walkers,” for one can walk about in breadth, broadening his love
and awe for G-d, may He be blessed, more and more from day to day, until he comes to the source
from which [his soul] is hewn, the beginning of thought, which is called “beyond the river.” And

even there he will not be still and will not rest, for [he is] “going on and growing brighter,”
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as the verse says, “And a river goes out.” (And see what is written on the verse “And I will give you
walkers” in Parshas Vayeshev; and in Parshas Shelach, on the verse “And now, let it be great.” And
see on the verse “My dove, in the clefts of the rock,” on the explanation of “Arise for yourself,” etc.,
“and go for yourself.” And on the verse “These are the journeys,” on the explanation of “And these

are their journeys according to their goings forth.”)
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2. Now, the place of walking and the time of walking for every person, to broaden and increase his
love for G-d, is at the time of prayer, and before the prayer, Pesukei deZimra (the Verses of Song).

PA%Y OINAR D1IPN MAR MEN DPR7™D 220 NIAR 7Y 710 WAR 117 11p°N WK D197
119 9955 WRD 09N 77123 79173 NTH O 2Py

And the blessings that the Men of the Great Assembly instituted for us [were] through the fathers of
the world, as our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “The prayers—the Patriarchs instituted them”:
Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov. And they are the attributes of greatness (Gedulah), might (Gevu-

rah) and compassion (Rachamim), as there were included for us
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by our Sages, of blessed memory, verses that explain the greatness of the Creator, may He be
blessed, “and His greatness is unsearchable,” who has no beginning and no end; and through this
contemplation one will increase his love for G-d, may He be blessed.
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So too, verses that explain His might and the awe of Him, may He be blessed: this is the attribute of
Yitzchak. And so too there are verses that explain His compassion, may He be blessed, which is

” «“

called “the heritage of Yaakov,” “a heritage without boundaries,” without limit;

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/bechukosai/1/ 6



LIKKUTEI TORAH - PARSHAS BECHUKOSAI - MAAMAR 1 131?1-] gn1pn: ox

DI°R 0919 %D NIDYRM 01 TV IEPT DR EPM IR 10720 MnIvn 9o By 900wy 1w niannan 0o

NART M2 R °N° ANPRRY

for compassion rests upon, and applies to, all the worlds, “passing through from end to end,” up to

the highest of levels, since none of them is His essence, may He be blessed, but only the level of a
radiance,
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as the verse says, “His splendor is upon earth and heaven”: “earth” is the level of the light that fills
all worlds (memalei kol almin), and “heaven” is the level of the light that encompasses all worlds
(sovev kol almin); they are only a radiance of a radiance, and this is the level of a name,
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as it is said, “May Your Name be praised forever, our King.” Therefore compassion applies to

them, for they are far from His essence, may He be blessed.
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Now, when a person engages in contemplating this compassion, he will increase his good attribut-

es (middos) for G-d and lift them up to G-d, as the verse says, “To You, Havayah, I lift up my soul.”
For the Patriarchs are the ones called “shepherds,” of the seven shepherds who sustain and give
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strength and life-force to the “holy flock,” so that they are able to walk and to grow from day to day.
And the main “pain of raising children” was Yaakov’s, the attribute of compassion: it is what raises
the attributes for G-d, may He be blessed.
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Therefore it is said (Isaiah 40:11), “Like a shepherd he tends his flock; with his arm he gathers the

lambs, and in his bosom he carries [them]; he gently leads the nursing ewes.”
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Now, it is written, “in his bosom he carries”: they carry them up to G-d, as the verse says, “To You,

Havayah, I lift up my soul.” And therefore our Sages, of blessed memory, said that “if” is an ex-

pression of supplication, meaning: would that
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a person’s walking be in the prayer that was instituted for us by the Men of the Great Assembly, and
there is no need to search for other ways of walking, for it is the best of them all; and would that
they be enabled [to do this].

P DOPIPM NPMIR FIRD®Y AWNH NI 12W° 737 1292 MWR NAR 12 07 1590 *MIPna 1M
QW DDA TP 11PN Wk 0oTnRY

And this is [the meaning of] “in My statutes you will walk”: these are the level of the Patriarchs, who
“dwelt beyond the river,” the level of the supernal thought, engraved letters; and they became truly
one in their source and their place, engraved there.
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Therefore through them a person can come to the level of walking, etc., for there is the place of

walking, higher and higher.
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But because of the physicality of the body, this engraving and this walking will not stand and will
not endure without the safekeeping of a vessel, through which vessel it “will be established
forever.” Therefore it is said after this, “and you will keep My commandments.” For the mitzvos are

248 positive commandments and 365 prohibitions.
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Now, the 365 prohibitions are to separate the evil, but the 248 positive commandments are the
ones called “the limbs of the King.” Just as, for example, a limb is a vessel into which life-force

(chayus) is drawn from the source of the life-force, which rests in the brain, so it is here:
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for the mitzvah is a vessel for His light, may He be blessed, which is drawn down from “the most
hidden of all hidden” to the comprehension of lowly man; and His light, may He be blessed, that is
clothed in it is what is called “royal wine in abundance, according to the hand of the King,” for

there is no end to His light, may He be blessed.
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And this is the intent of the mitzvah: to draw His light, may He be blessed, down below through

this vessel of the mitzvah and the Torah. And [the word mitzvah] is an expression of tzavta, an ex-

pression of joining.
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However, they are divided into many general categories and particulars, both in the Torah and in
the mitzvos: for the drawing down by Scripture is not like the drawing down by the study of

Mishnah or Gemara, halachos and aggados; and so too with the mitzvos.
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Therefore it is said, “and vessels differing from vessels,” [differing] in what they draw down. And
what encompasses them all is His light, may He be blessed, which is called “wine,” of which [it is
said], “When the wine enters, the secret comes out.” The wine is the fervor of His light, may He be
blessed, which is kept in a person’s heart through the Torah and the mitzvah;
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of itself “the secret comes out”: this is the hidden love, which will come to the level of revelation, so
as to be at the level of a “walker,” mentioned above, returning to its source, which is higher than
the level of the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev) and the light that fills all worlds (memalei).
And the purpose of the descent of His light, may He be blessed, is in order to bring the soul and
spark of every person back up above, at the level of running and returning (ratzo vashov).
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And this is [the meaning of] “And I will walk among you”: that I Myself will be the one who walks

among you, at the level of running and returning; and through this, “Iwill be your G-d.”
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Now, this is [the meaning of] the verse’s words, “and you will keep My commandments”: that is,

through the mitzvos you will keep the good wine that is drawn down below to the heart
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of man, so that the secret, the hidden love, will come out, to be at the level of a “walker” from day to
day, higher and higher. Without this he is called “one who stands,” and he is good and upright in
his own eyes, and will not come to the level of weeping,
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as the verse says, “He walks on and on, weeping”; for through the level of walking he will come to
the level of great compassion, weeping in the chambers of his heart over his distance
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from His light, may He be blessed. And afterwards he will come to the level of “he will surely come
with joyful song,” as the verse says, “Because you did not serve Havayah your G-d with joy and with
gladness of heart, out of the abundance of everything.”
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And through this he is “carrying the bag of seed,” as the verse says, “and in his bosom he carries
[them],” and he will come to the level of “beyond the river,” the supernal thought, which is united

with His being and essence, may He be blessed, which is called “holy and separate.”
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So, in the end, the souls will be included and united there, as the verse says, “You shall be holy”: in
the end you will certainly be holy. And let a person not be lenient with himself, [even] “if his deed is
pure and if it is upright,” so as to content himself with his perfect service at the level of standing at
one level, G-d forbid;
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for such a thing “shall not stand and shall not come to pass,” as the verse says, “You shall be holy,

for I am holy.” And you, the people of the children of Israel: “from a holy place they walk,” and

[from there] they were hewn; therefore each one must
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come to the level of “holy,” where one is at the level of “going on and growing brighter” without

limit, higher and higher. And all this is through the mitzvos, which are the vessels that keep the

good wine, as mentioned above, in order to bring out the secret.
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And after all this it is said, “and you will do them” (otam), that is, “and you will make yourselves”

(atem). (See the Zohar, Bechukosai, folio 113, end of side a, and the Mikdash Melech there; and the

Ramaz (Rabbi Moshe Zacuto) there, on side b; and the Zohar, Nasso, 122a.)
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“And the land will yield its produce”: from below upward; “and the tree of the field will yield its
fruit”: from above downward. “And I will command My blessing in the sixth year”: this is the intent

of every blessing, “Blessed are You, Havayah our G-d.”
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(And see the Zohar, Terumah, 162b, and the Mikdash Melech there, on the matter of “If in My
statutes.” And in [Midrash] Rabbah, Shemos, section 2. And see what is written on the verse “This is
the statute of the Torah.”)

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/bechukosai/1/ 12



LikuteiTorah.com
THE CHASSIDISHE PARSHA

About this edition

This edition contains the Hebrew text and the English translation.
The Hebrew text of Likkutei Torah: © Kehot Publication Society, via Sefaria, CC BY-NC 4.0; formatting adapted.

Our English translation, made from the Hebrew without Kehot’s notes: CC BY 4.0.

This edition as awhole: CC BY-NC 4.0. Copy, print and share it freely, crediting Kehot Publication Society and likuteitorah.-
com; it may not be sold. https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/

English translation: prepared for likuteitorah.com with AI assistance (claude-code/opus-5.5) and checked against the Hebrew

and against Sefaria; not yet reviewed by a human editor. Please check anything important against the Hebrew.

The Rebbe asked that the maamarim of the week’s parsha, the “Chassidishe Parsha,” be learned during that week, spread over
its seven days (Sichah of Shabbos Parshas Vayakhel 5725 - Toras Menachem vol. 42, pp. 306-309). Why learn it, and the
Rebbe’s brachos: likuteitorah.com/about/the-chassidishe-parsha/

A free, non-commercial project; nothing here is sold. Not affiliated with Kehot, Sefaria or the Lubavitch Library. ©

likuteitorah.com

From likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/bechukosai/1/

DEDICATED IN HONOR OF

58T TANDTINIY PRS® 1D 927 D2IpRT 1INAT 71207 v
Dedicated in honor of the Rebbe’s father, Reb Levi Yitzchok

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/bechukosai/1/ 13



