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“And the number of the children of
Israel shall be as the sand of the sea...”
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“And the number of the children of Israel shall be as the sand of the sea, which can be neither mea-

sured nor counted; and it shall be that in the place where it is said to them, ‘You are not My people,’

it shall be said to them, ‘Children of the living G-d.’”
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Now, man is a small world, as it is written in Avos deRabbi Nosson, chapter 31. And just as in the
world there are four elements, fire, air (ruach), water and earth, so in the soul of man there are four
elements.
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(And see Etz Chaim, Sha’ar 41, chapter 3, that the four elements are the four letters of [the Name]
Havayah; and so it is written in Me’orei Or, letter Dalet, section 24, and that they are also the four
worlds, Atzilus, Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah.)
¥ WRIN DOIPRT WY AWK TWYNRT AR DTRT RINY XD WK ©221 0292 101 090 AR O3 Urho)
OTRM °12 5w 0292 101 RIT Q2PN 0D (8020 nvapa) 10

And as it is written, “He has also set the world in their heart, so that man will not find the work that
G-d has done from beginning to end” (in Koheles, chapter 3, [verse] 11). That is, He has set the
world in the heart of human beings,
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that is, its four elements. And the whole world depends on man: when he rectifies his four elements,
by this he rectifies the entire world, all of it.
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(And see the Zohar, Parshas Mikeitz, folio 195b.) To understand this, and also to understand the

meaning of the verse “so that man will not find,” etc.:

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/bamidbar/6/ 2



LIKKUTEI TORAH - PARSHAS BAMIDBAR - MAAMAR 6 Tn° N‘? TwNR 01 77”-]3 533 901 1°M...

N AN19P7 2RI 2930 01T PR WPR01 PR Owa P PRIAWS NDID XU MRwIT Mpn man
19 9o nvm PR XY

Now, the source of the souls is the Congregation of Israel (Knesses Yisrael), [which] is called by the
name “earth,” as it is written, “and the earth is My footstool.” This is the level of His Malchus (sov-

ereignty), may He be blessed, which is the source and life-force of all the worlds.
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As it is written, “Your kingship is a kingship of all worlds.” For of the Infinite One (Ein Sof), blessed
be He, in His own self and glory, as it were, it is said, “You are wise, but not with a known wisdom,”
and “No thought can grasp Him at all”; and the worlds could not have come into being as some-
thing from nothing from this level;

WO PRI 1ITNIY DORYPY 0N MRRIYIY M P71 0RIY X123 0TIP 113 1729 KA 0 ROX
rather, He is alone, as before the world was created. Only, [the fact] that the worlds live and endure,
having come into being from nothing into something,
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is through the level of His Malchus, may He be blessed, for there is no king without a people: for
there to be a people, at the level of something separate, comes from the level of “king.” This is not
so with His other attributes, may He be blessed, such as “wise, but not,” etc., for [there] He is alone,

the same before the world was created as after it was created.
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Now, the level of His Malchus, may He be blessed, is the lowest level and degree, [serving]| to give
life and to bring into being from nothing into something. It is the level of the revealed world (alma
de’isgalya), and is called the world of speech,
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for “the word of a king is dominion”: the king’s rule is through his speech, which is what is seen

and revealed to another. Thought, by contrast, is hidden.

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/bamidbar/6/ 3



LIKKUTEI TORAH - PARSHAS BAMIDBAR - MAAMAR 6 Tn° N‘? TwNR 01 77”-]3 533 901 1°M...

AT ROIW PR QW2 °N° 101991 M2 RAPI 1971 207130 R 1270 VYW 000y 1370 whn 12T
ay NPk annnnT

And dibbur (speech) is from the same root as “yadber amim” (He shall govern peoples), for
through speech he leads. Therefore the level of His Malchus, may He be blessed, is called by the

name “earth,” for it is the lowest level, [needed] for there to be a people.
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(See what is written in Parshas Mikeitz, in the discourse beginning “The matter of Chanukah,” [on]
“like this lowly earth,” etc.; and see what is written in the discourse beginning “After Havayah your
G-d shall you walk,” on the meaning and concept that creation is from nothing into something, that

is, from a level that is as nothing and naught; see there.)
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And from it the souls are drawn, as our Sages, of blessed memory, said in the Mishnah, at the end
of chapter 14 of [Tractate] Shabbos: “Rabbi Shimon says: All Israel,” etc. And it is written, “And you
shall be to Me a kingdom (mamleches) of priests.” (And mamleches is a transitive verb form; that is
to say, they draw down the level of His Malchus, may He be blessed, in revelation below, by accept-

ing upon themselves the yoke of the kingship of Heaven.)
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And in Me’orei Or, letter Mem, section 62, [it] explains [that] “a kingdom of priests” is the Malchus
of Abba and Imma. (And see the Zohar, Part III, Parshas Tzav, folio 34b, [and] Kedoshim, [folio] 81a;
and in [Midrash| Rabbah, Pekudei, chapter 51, [folio] 163b, Mishpatim, chapter 30, [folio] 146c,
[and] Ki Sisa, at the beginning of chapter 45, [folio] 159b.)
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For they are from the level of His Malchus, may He be blessed, and the level of speech, as it is writ-
ten, “And man became a living soul,” and Targum Onkelos [renders it] “a speaking spirit.” And al-

though Israel arose in thought,
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that is in their root and source, for “the end of the deed is first in thought”: “Havayah founded the
earth with wisdom,” for the foundation and root of the earth is in the level of Chochmah (wisdom),
while the end of the deed is the level of His Malchus, may He be blessed.
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(And this is what is written in the Zohar, Part II, Pekudei, folio 225b: “Come and see: the souls, that
is ‘Holy’ (Kodesh),” etc., until “and outside it has another ‘Holy’”; and see the commentary of the

Ramaz there.)
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Now, our Sages, of blessed memory, said: Why is it called by the name eretz (earth)? Because it ran
(ratzsah) to do the will of its Maker (in [Midrash| Rabbah, Parshas Bereishis, end of chapter 5). For

eretz is related to ratzo (running),
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as it is written, “For with You I run (arutz) against a troop”; and it is also related to ratzon (will), that
is to say, that it wants to do the will of its Maker, and to have a will and yearning from below up-
ward. And it is all one: for the souls of Israel as a whole (klalus), in their source and root, have the

level of ratzo (running), with will and yearning to cleave to Him, to the Infinite One (Ein Sof),
blessed be He.
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(And see what is written about this in Parshas Bereishis, in the discourse beginning “For as the new
heavens and the new earth,” etc.) As it is written, “And your yearning shall be to your husband” (see
what is written in the discourse beginning “And it shall be to you for tzitzis,” and in the discourse

on the passage of the libations),
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and this is because of its perception, being at the level of “earth,” which is the level of the lowest

degree, [where there is] to be a people and a separate thing; therefore it pines for Him, may He be

blessed, with thirst, as it is written, “Thirsting
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for You is my soul; my flesh longs for You”: to cleave to Him, may He be blessed, to be nullified and
included in the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, the Life of life, blessed be He, just as it

was before its descent from the light of His countenance, may He be blessed.
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Of this it is said, “There are three that are never sated,” etc., “the earth, which is not sated with wa-
ter” (in Proverbs, chapter 30, [verse] 16). That is, “water” is the name for the level of influence

from above to below, “Who renews in His goodness,” etc.
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(And this is like the matter of what is written, “And He will come to us like the rain”; and see what is
written about this in the discourse beginning “Give ear, O heavens,” on the meaning of “My teach-
ing shall drop like the rain”; and what is written on the matter of rain in the discourse beginning
“The Torah [Moshe| commanded.”
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And this is what our Sages, of blessed memory, said in [Midrash] Rabbah, Parshas Eikev, folio 292c:
“The Rabbis say: All the miracles that the Holy One, blessed be He, performed for Israel, He per-

formed only through water,” etc.; see there.
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In the same way one can explain the matter of “Let the waters be gathered to one place.” The
meaning of “one” is His being One in the seven firmaments and on the earth and in the four direc-
tions of the world, that is, the drawing down of His G-dliness, may He be blessed, into the supernal
emotive attributes (middos); whereas with regard to the Holy One, blessed be He, from the stand-
point of
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His essence and being, may He be blessed, the attribute of “one” does not apply to Him at all, for
He is singular and unique, etc., as is explained elsewhere. And this drawing down to “one place” is
called “Let the waters be gathered,” [for] water descends from a high place, etc.; and see what is
written in the discourse beginning “And all the people saw the sounds.”)
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(And see the Zohar, Part I, Bereishis, folio 18a and folio 33a.) And see what is written about this in
the discourse beginning “Six days you shall eat matzos,” and what is written in Biurei HaZohar,
Parshas Beshalach, in the discourse beginning “The aforementioned teaching can also be ex-
plained in another way”:
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that the level of “sea” and the level of “earth” are the hidden world (alma de’iskasya) and the re-
vealed world (alma de’isgalya). In the revealed world the created being is a something and a sepa-
rate thing, from nothing into something, as mentioned above; whereas in the hidden world they are
included there in a state of self-nullification (bittul), etc.

TWNR2 wrn Iy MY Iwn P00 IR 1773 1Pwa 0 RPN 573 151 ,MDTIRI Y

See there at length. And it is also mentioned in Torah Ohr, Parshas Beshalach, in the discourse be-
ginning “Then Moshe sang,” that this is the meaning of what is written of Moshe,

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/bamidbar/6/ 7
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“for I drew him out of the water,” etc.; see there. Therefore the earth thirsts for water and is not sat-

ed with water, etc.
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And this level is always in thirst upward, for its source and root, for “His Name alone is exalted”;
only “His splendor” and the radiance of His Name are “upon the earth,” a mere glimmer.
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And it is not sated; rather, it is always in this state of thirst (as is explained on [the verse] “You are
standing,” on the meaning of “so as to add the watered to the thirsty”); and as it is written of the

Time to Come, “They shall go from strength to strength.”
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For with the Infinite One (Ein Sof), blessed be He, Who is as His Name, having no end and no limit,
satiety does not apply; and it always pines for Him, may He be blessed, to cleave to Him in very

truth, for He is the Life of life, blessed be He, and the source of all (mekora dechola).
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(And see what is written on [the verse]| “I am asleep,” on the meaning of “My dove,” in the manner
of “Your eyes are doves”: that this is the matter of what is written, “The eyes of man are never
sated,” etc.; “every day they shall be in your eyes as new,” [things] of which the eye has not had its
fill. And see what is written on [the verse|] “When I break for you,” etc., on the meaning of “and you
shall not be sated.”)
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And so it is also with the soul of man below, which reflects and contemplates the One G-d: how He,

may He be blessed, is the One “Who renews in His goodness,” etc.,

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/bamidbar/6/ 8
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and brings all the worlds into being, truly from nothing into something. Therefore it, too, is the lev-
el of “earth,” in the state of ratzo (running) and ratzon (will), the level of thirst that comes from the
element of fire, like a flame that rises of itself, to cleave to Him, may He be blessed, and “to love
Havayah,

.(1°0 nvapa) RPAN RY WO 03 17 9730 0°1 212 ayaw R 1991 7701 X7 0D
for He is your life.” Therefore it is not sated by the level of “water” mentioned above. And this is
[the meaning of] “And also the soul is not filled” (in Koheles, chapter 6).
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As is written in [Midrash] Rabbah there, on this verse, and these are its words: “For the soul knows
that whatever it toils, it toils for itself; therefore it is not sated, neither with Torah nor with good
deeds,” etc.
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And so it is in [Midrash] Rabbah (Parshas Vayikra, chapter 4; see there), and in Koheles Rabbah on

the verse “All the rivers go to the sea, yet the sea is not full.”
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Summary. The concept that man is a small world: “He has also set the world in their heart.” The
four elements: “earth” is the last level, and therefore it is in the state of ratzo (running) and ratzon

(will). “The earth, which is not sated with water.” “And He will come to us like the rain.”
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2. However, when the soul is enclothed in the garment of the physical body and is drawn after the

physical matters of this world, the body and the world conceal and hide the holiness of his soul,
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for olam (world) is related to he’elem (concealment), so that he is not stirred and does not become
aflame in his soul to be at the level of a will, thirst and yearning that is felt, in “a yearning soul.”
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(And this is also the meaning of “He has also set ha’olam in their heart”: [the Sages] explained in

[Midrash] Rabbah on Koheles, on this verse, that it is an expression of he’elem (concealment), as it

iswritten, “This is My Name forever (le’olam),” etc.; see there.)
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Now, of this it is said, “You visited (pakadta) the earth and made it yearn (vateshokekeha)” (in

Tehillim, chapter 65, [verse] 10): that it become “a yearning soul,” as it is written, “I am my

Beloved’s, and His yearning is for me.”
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And our Sages, of blessed memory, said in Shir HaShirim Rabbah on this verse: “And the yearning
of Israel is only for their Father in Heaven.” And this is through “You visited (pakadta) the earth,”
that is, the mitzvos, which are “the precepts (pikudei) of Havayah,”
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for the mitzvos are drawn from the supernal Will, the “Will of all wills,” and the root of the mitzvos
is the level of Chesed (kindness) and G-d’s love for us, as it is written, “I have loved you, says
Havayah” (and see what is written at the end of the discourse beginning “But He would not,” in

Parshas Teitzei, regarding “for Havayah your G-d loved you”),

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/bamidbar/6/ 10
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which is why He commanded us these mitzvos, so that there be “and His right hand embraces me.”

And this is “As water [reflects] face to face”: for through fulfilling the mitzvos, which are of the level
of the upper waters and higher than the level of “sea”:
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for the sea is of the level of the lower waters, which are beneath the firmament: although it is the
hidden world (alma de’iskasya), it is known from the matter of “Who forms light and creates dark-

ness” that the level of Beriah (Creation) is called concealment and the hidden world,
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like the level of thought, while Yetzirah (Formation) is called the revealed world (alma de’isgalya),
the level of speech, as is explained in the discourse beginning “Who has counted the dust of
Yaakov”; and all this is beneath the firmament and the partition (parsa) between Atzilus and

Beriah.
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But the mitzvos, which are of the level of Atzilus, are the upper waters above the firmament; and
this is “My teaching shall drop like the rain.” And through this there is aroused in the soul of man,

too, the supernal will that is in the soul, for the love of G-d.
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(As this matter is explained elsewhere, on [the verse] “And Moshe spoke to the heads of the tribes,”
and in the discourse beginning “After Havayah your G-d shall you walk,” regarding “and My com-

mandments you shall keep,” and on [the verse] “When you go out.”)
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Pakadta is also an expression of the remembering (pekidah) of a barren woman, as it is written,
“And Havayah remembered (pakad) Sarah,” as our Sages, of blessed memory, said (the first chap-
ter of Taanis, folio 8b).
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For at a time when the Holy Temple does not stand, Knesses Yisrael is called “barren, who did not
give birth”: that is, it has no level of birth and revelation of love for G-d; rather, the love is hidden,

in a state of gestation (ibbur) and concealment.
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And this is the level of “barren.” (And see what is written in Parshas Mishpatim on [the verse]
“There shall be none who miscarries or is barren,” and in Parshas Tazria, the discourse beginning

“Rejoice, rejoice and exult, O barren one.”)
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But through the mitzvos, “You visited (pakadta),” so that there be a revelation of the love (and see
what is written on [the verse] “I am asleep,” on the meaning of “The voice of my Beloved knocks:
Open for me,” and on [the verse] “These are the accounts (pekudei) of the Mishkan”). And in the

same way

N7°% 12 Ko7 7980 Do 1°9°an1 N°DWa U MR 197 0O0°wnn 19aNT 0TI T9aNM 1Py 1PN
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the matter of prayer was instituted; and before prayer one draws upon oneself the commandments
of G-d, with tallis and tefillin. For every prayer is the level of the birth of the intellect (mochin), and

the birth pangs are the confessions, “Forgive us.”

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/bamidbar/6/ 12
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And “May He answer you”: the seventy cries of a woman giving birth, etc. (see what is written in
Parshas Vaera, in the discourse beginning “Therefore say”). And the mochin are love and awe; that
is, that love and awe be revealed in the soul of man through toil in prayer, in each person accord-
ing to his level and rung.
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And this is “and made it yearn (vateshokekeha)”: through this there comes to be a yearning soul,

from below upward, in prayer. For “You visited (pakadta)” is from above to below, and “made it

yearn” is from below upward. And through this, “You greatly enrich it; the stream (peleg) of Elokim

is full of water.”
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(See on the matter of peleg the first chapter of Taanis, there; and [Midrash] Rabbah, Bereishis, sec-
tion 4; and the Aruch, entry Kubah; and Me’orei Or, letter Peh, end of section 11; and the Likkutei
Torah of the Arizal, on Tehillim, on this verse.)
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The explanation is: Elokim is the level of tzimtzum (contraction) and the hiding of the face, that is,
at a time when the mochin, which are love and awe, are in the hidden world (alma de’iskasya).
»AAW 779K N nwyn P'?ﬂﬂ?: nomoR oW oo D’PZ?N bl vyl PPNt YART NTpaw °”Y ON
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But through “You visited the earth and made it yearn,” there comes to be peleg Elokim: for the
Name Elokim divides and becomes Mi Eleh, so that the level of the world

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/bamidbar/6/ 13
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that is revealed (alma de’isgalya), called by the name Eleh, is not hidden and concealed and includ-

ed in its source within the hidden world, called by the name Mi, this being the meaning of the

Name Elokim, as is known from the holy Zohar (in the Introduction, folio 2a),

YW T TPOR QWn YR QW PONNI RODANRT X1RDY 912 NS M0 DR 09N 11Ipnn XY RPXR
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but has gone out from its source, from concealment into revelation, to be the level of the revealed
world; and the name Mi has divided from the name Eleh, these being the six extremities (ketzavos),

each one of which includes them all, etc.,

.0°0 RP% WYY 297 %1932 IR 720K NIDANT NPT 130 1O 2TIPD 9R 1772 wrhD
as is explained in the discourse beginning “These are the accounts of the Mishkan.” That is, that
there be a revelation of love and awe, revealed in the heart, and it becomes “full of water.”
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(This is the matter of the drawing down and revelation of the chasadim (kindnesses) from their
concealment and covering in Yesod of Imma, which is called peleg (stream). And this is the matter
of “and Your right hand, from within Your bosom (chok’cha), consume,” read cheik’cha, as is ex-
plained elsewhere on [the verse] “And I was with Him as a nursling (amon)”; and this is “A river
whose streams (pelagav) gladden the city of G-d”)
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(in Tehillim, chapter 46, [verse] 5); and see on this the Zohar, Part II, Mishpatim, [folio] 98b. [The
waters] are the drawing down and flow of the mitzvos, which are supernal lights that descended

and became embodied in physical things, such as tzitzis of wool and tefillin on parchment,

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/bamidbar/6/ 14
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like water, which descends from a high place to a low one; and it is water that makes all kinds of de-
lights grow. So the mitzvos make the love and awe in the soul grow, so that it have will and thirst

and be “ayearning soul.”
51 97179 IR 21082 129 AW 1D vy TR 17 970 NP N292 5 MIwyn nNan oY)
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(As for the meaning of “You greatly enrich it” (rabbas te’ashrenah): [Midrash] Rabbah, Bechukosai,
at the end of chapter 35, explains it as one in ten, etc.; and Shir HaShirim Rabbah, on the verse “I
am my Beloved’s, and His yearning is for me,” explains it as an expression of wealth. This is as is
written in the Raaya Mehemna, at the beginning of Parshas Tisa: ““The rich’: this is the middle pil-

lar,” because Tiferes (beauty) rises up to Keser (the Crown), the level of “and the middle bar,” etc.;
T T 009190 1w IRTYY 20K NITHM DDA "1292 7IRA NA0IM NPT N w1 own
B 1°1y2 Ay9D noWwa 77721 10 InE XO%IN TARD °2 27y W Ry Mawm 0% nyT™ 7772 wrnd

A2 119WYR WY 27y WUR1 1NKIAN NUWRY

and from there will be drawn the power of growth and the increase of light, in the multiplying and
enlarging of the emotive attributes (middos), love and awe, and [the power] that they be included
one in the other, as is explained in the discourse beginning “Know this day and take to heart.” And
see what is written on [the verse] “For as the earth brings forth her growth,” etc., and in the dis-
course beginning “When Pharaoh sent,” on the meaning of “the first of His crop,” and what is writ-

ten on [the verse] “Iwill surely give a tenth to You.”
01y T 0 R 3”97 NUWRI2 D) v’y 118 an» 01y an® WO R 17177 21 R WU ™y 1?”’1}7
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One may further explain [it] along the lines of what is written in the Zohar, Part I, Vayechi, folio
246a, that there is “poor bread” (lechem oni) and “bread of pannag” (see there); and in Parshas
Bereishis, folio 33a, it explains that “poor bread” is the level of “dry land” (yabashah), an expres-

sion of dryness;
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it follows that when it is filled with water, this is the level of “You greatly enrich it.” And this is what
is written, “A land in which, without scarcity,” etc. (see the Zohar, Vayechi, folio 249b). And these
two levels in divine service are the levels of iskafya (subjugation) and is’hapcha (transformation).
M973 R°DONR M2 Ny and awa TR 1’H5Wﬂ N2 *°N2 ANPR2 Daw 2 0718 '|"’T'IL.»'W {748
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And this is what is written, “Your shoots (shelachayich) are an orchard,” etc.: that even when it is at
the level of an irrigated field (beis hashelachin), dry land, poor bread, the level of iskafya, its virtue
is great, etc., and through this are drawn “nard and saffron,” etc., like the matter of “a pleasing fra-
grance,” which restores the soul, etc.; and see what is written in Parshas Vayakhel, in the discourse

beginning “Take from among you.”)
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But the purpose of this thirst is to cleave [to Him], the level of “spirit with spirit,” thought with
thought; and this is through the Torah, as it is written, “And I have put My words in your mouth”:
My very words, speech with speech, thought with thought, etc.

LToYMR 199y M3 719N 11 on2) RPPRn M 2171277 °°12°23 0 M9 15y 111 3713
Of this it is said, “And the spirit of Havayah shall rest upon him”: for the level of speech is called “a
speaking spirit,” and this level will rest upon him from above.
0°1 °PAN N2WNRRN °n21n 123 M7 °n2 Bw moWnM) 17310 1Y 72PN WY 2w 55 571N
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As our Sages, of blessed memory, said: Whoever sits and studies, the Holy One, blessed be He,
studies opposite him. (And the drawing down of the level of “spirit” is higher than the level of the
drawing down called “water,” as it is written, “And the spirit of G-d hovered over the face of the wa-
ter”; and as is explained about this at the end of the discourse beginning “And He shall wave His

hand over the river with His mighty wind (ruach).”)
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Now, this level of “spirit” is from above to below, as it is written, “Until a spirit is poured upon us

from on high”: for the spirit descends from a supernal place, very high and exalted, the level of

avir (air), [which is] or (light) [with a] yud, for the Torah “comes forth from Chochmah,” “and

Chochmabh is found from ayin (nothing),” as is known.
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(And see what is written on the matter of avir as or [with a] yud, that avir is the source of light, in

Parshas Mikeitz, at the end of the discourse beginning “The Chanukah lamp, it is a mitzvah,” etc.,

[on] “the mezuzah on the right,” etc.; and see the Zohar, Part 111, Naso, folio 130b, “The spirit that

goes forth,” etc., see there; and in Parshas Vayechi) (folio 235a).
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Now, according to what was explained above, the four elements in the soul are the four letters of
[the Name] Havayah. And so the matter of “full of water” is the union of vav and hei, the level of

water
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and earth; and the matter of air (ruach) and fire is the union of yud and hei. This is like the matter
of the lower unity (yichuda tata’ah) and the higher unity (yichuda ila’ah), as is explained elsewhere
on [the verse] “The accounts of the Mishkan, the Mishkan of the Testimony,” etc.; and seek it out

from there.
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From there the superiority of the drawing down from the level of “spirit” over the drawing down
from the level of “water,” etc., will be understood. And this is “He has also set ha’olam in their
heart,” which [Midrash] Rabbah explains
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as [referring to] what is written, “This is My Name forever (le’olam)”: that is, the Name Havayah,

which now is in a state of concealment, as our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “Not as I am written

am I pronounced,” etc.
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And they were given the power to draw it from concealment into revelation in their heart, as is ex-
plained in the discourse beginning “And I appeared to Avraham”; and through this the revelation

will be drawn into the world as well.
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Summary. That there must be “You visited the earth,” and through this, “As water [reflects] face to
face.” Also an expression of the remembering of a barren woman, and through this, “and made it
yearn”; and this is “the stream (peleg) of Elokim”: that the Name Elokim is divided, to be “Who cre-
ated these.”
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And through this, “You greatly enrich it.” And the yearning is the element of fire, and from it is

drawn “And the spirit of Havayah shall rest upon him,” through speech in words of Torah, “a

speaking spirit.”
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3. Now, all this is now, while the world conceals and the soul is enclothed in the prison of the body

and the physical world: then there must be
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LIKKUTEI TORAH - PARSHAS BAMIDBAR - MAAMAR 6 Tn° N‘? TwNR 01 77”-]3 533 901 1°M...

IO WRT TI0MW NIRNET NP 7 M 1Y M DAY TR abyntn 1ppIwn PRI npD
ORI WR MY NPYHn ANPYR N8 mAan

“You visited the earth and made it yearn” from above to below, and [there must be] “the spirit of
Havayah resting upon him,” to quench the thirst that comes from the element of fire; for the ele-
ment of air (ruach) is higher in virtue than the virtue and level of the fire that is from below.
RMAYNRI APPIY TIRA AWyl 07° 5y1 0w TR >nan anoyn 1973 Migan bw oo na =)
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And likewise the level of the water of the mitzvos is greater in virtue than the level of “earth,” for by

them and through them the earth becomes yearning, with an arousal from below (isarusa dilesata),

in prayer. And now it is always yearning and is not sated with water,
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for after prayer it again becomes enclothed in the matters of the body, each person according to
his rung and level; and food makes a person coarse and hides from him the light of G-d and His
holiness, so that it does not come to revelation in the heart.
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Therefore one must pray every day, until the time of the end, until the word of Havayah comes in

the Time to Come: “And the spirit of impurity I will remove from the land,” etc.
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And then the virtue of the arousal from below will be great and infinitely high in its own right, so

that it will not need the arousal from above (isarusa dile’eila), water and spirit,
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for the level of “earth,” the running and thirst that come from the element of fire below, will rise
higher and higher and be included in the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, of itself and on

its own.
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(This is like the matter of the superiority of gold over silver, explained in the Tanya, chapter fifty;
and see there what is said in the name of the Arizal on [the verse| “And the priests, the Levites,”
etc., which is in the Likkutei Torah [of the Arizal] on Yechezkel. And see the Raaya Mehemna,
Parshas Terumah, folio 158a, “From the side of the World to Come,” etc.: “A woman of valor is the

crown of her husband”; [that is,] Ban will be elevated into Sag, which is higher than Mah.
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And this matter will be further understood according to what is explained in the discourse begin-
ning “Yehudah, you,” on the meaning of “On that day you shall call [Me] ‘my Husband,’” etc.; see
there.)
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And this is “And the number of the children of Israel shall be”: “number” is the level of the
mitzvos, which were given in a number: the 613 mitzvos of the Torah and the seven mitzvos of the
Rabbis, which are the number 620, corresponding to the number of the children of Israel, which

divides into sixty
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myriad sparks of souls, in the manner of “by their heads.” For in order that they be drawn down
below into the souls of Israel, they had to be divided into parts and to come in a number and a cen-
sus. (And see Iggeres HaKodesh, the letter beginning “Fortunate are we, how good is our portion,”
etc.)
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And this is also the meaning of pakadta ha’aretz: an expression of counting, as in “Count (pekod)
every firstborn male.” That is because they descended from above to below, and their descent is for
the sake of ascent: to raise up the souls and bind them to the One G-d, with running and thirst.

Therefore, when the ascents of the soul are complete,
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then their running and thirst will be like flashes of fire rising upward without end, and this number
will be at the level of “which can be neither measured nor counted.” This is the level of teshuvah

(return).
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As our Sages, of blessed memory, said: If Israel do teshuvah, they are redeemed. For teshuvah is
from the element of fire and the thirst, “and they cried out to Havayah,” with exceeding strength;
and the higher teshuvah is “Binah, the heart,”
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and it is written, “His understanding has no number”: above the level of number. (See what is writ-
ten above in Parshas Acharei, at the end of the discourse beginning “For on this day He shall
atone,” on the matter of “And I will place you in the cleft of the rock”; and see the Zohar, Part I, fo-

lio 225b, mentioned above.)
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That is, above the order of the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus): for hishtalshelus is the
name for what is drawn down in order and gradation, from cause to effect, etc., like a chain (shal-

sheles): a glimmer, and a glimmer of a glimmer, etc.
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And so are the drawings down of the mitzvos: in number; and they are called “the 248 limbs of the
King,” Z’eir Anpin, that is, the level of the nine Sefiros, nine times nine, etc.; and they are also

called “the commandments of the King.” And see what is written in the discourse beginning
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“For on this day He shall atone.” If so, this is called the order of hishtalshelus; whereas teshuvah

comes not in order and gradation, but from above the order of hishtalshelus. And see what is writ-

ten at the end of the discourse beginning “For the mountains shall depart.”
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And this is “as the sand of the sea”: the sand is above the sea, as it is written, “I Who placed the
sand as a boundary for the sea,” and it is written, “those who go down to the sea.” So the level of
“earth” will be above the water, and it is written, “Who spread out the earth over the water”; and the

level of fire will be above the level of air (ruach).
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(And see what is written in Parshas Bereishis, the discourse beginning “As the new heavens,” on
the meaning of the new heavens and earth that will be in the Time to Come; and this is what is writ-
ten in Yirmeyahu) (chapter 31): “For Havayah has created a new thing in the earth: a female shall

encompass a male.”
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That is, there will be a renewal, the level of “a new thing in the earth.” For now, when “the rain
comes down from the heavens” and “waters the earth,” then precisely “it makes it give birth and

sprout”;

219 22100 71223 111 0% °1an Daph TanEn XD 001 nan a9YnD PR 2 1onn YD ar

but in the Time to Come the level of “earth” will be above the level of water and will not need to re-

ceive from the level of water. And this is “a female shall encompass,” etc.

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/bamidbar/6/ 22



LIKKUTEI TORAH - PARSHAS BAMIDBAR - MAAMAR 6 Tn° N‘? TwNR 01 77”-]3 533 901 1°M...

WR NM™IN T ORI 79 AOTR IR WUN 270 RUR YW MUY Y M7 ONan a9ynt nn wR Una
12

In the same way, the level of fire will be above the level of air (ruach); and see Etz Chaim, Sha’ar
Arich Anpin, chapter 2. And this is what is written, “And I will be for her, says Havayah, a wall of

fire,” etc.
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And see on the matter of “And the number shall be,” etc., “which cannot be counted,” etc. (in the
Gemara, at the beginning of chapter 2 of Yoma, folio 22b, and at the beginning of chapter 8 of

Pesachim).
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Therefore it is written, “And it shall be that in the place where it is said to them, ‘You are not My
people,’ it shall be said to them, ‘Children of the living G-d’”: meaning, in the very place; for
through teshuvah willful sins become like merits, and bitterness is transformed into sweetness

(is’hapcha meriru lemitka).
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(The explanation is: it is written, “And I have put My words in your mouth,” etc., “and to say to
Zion, ‘You are My people.”” For the meaning of “My people” is explained in the discourse begin-
ning “You are standing,” regarding “that you may enter into the covenant,” etc., “to be a people to

”»

Him.
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For there is no king without a people: that is, they are called by the rank of “His people,” for they
are men like him and relate to him in some measure, etc., for the souls arose in thought, etc.; see

there. And this is “My people, upon whom My Name is called”) (in II Chronicles, chapter 7).
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And [it is| along the lines of what is written in the Zohar, Part I, [folio] 5a, on the verse “And to say to
Zion, ‘You are My people’”: do not read ami (“My people”) but imi (“with Me”), etc. (And see
Tikkunei Zohar, Tikkun 18, folio 35b.)
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And this is “and to say to Zion,” specifically, “You are My people.” This is as our Sages, of blessed
memory, said in the Jerusalem Talmud, chapter 4 of Taanis, at the end of halachah 2: “We have
gone over all of Scripture and have not found that Israel are called Zion except in this, as it is said,

9

‘and to say to Zion, You are My people.
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And the intent, as the Korban HaEdah explains there, is that through fulfilling the mitzvos alluded
to in this verse, “And I have put My words in your mouth”: this is Torah; “and in the shadow of My

hand I have covered you”: this is acts of kindness (gemilus chassadim), etc.;
D R”N2 W»HD 1190 092 00108n onY 117X °P1 IR MI2PA NTIAY 1T ¥R 710971 DoAY Y1V
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“to plant the heavens and to lay the foundation of the earth”: this is the service of the offerings,
then they are called Zion, for they are distinguished (metzuyanim) in the world. This is as is written
in Torah Ohr, Parshas Mikeitz, in the discourse beginning “Sing and rejoice,” folio 62, end of side
b:
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“And the explanation of the matter of Zion,” etc.: “in our image, after our likeness” are the 248
commandments, the 248 limbs of the King; that is, the spirituality of the mitzvos and the spirituali-
ty of the Torah as they are above, in the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, which are truly

“in our image.”
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But the physical aspect of the mitzvos, etc., is only the level of tziyun (Zion), in the sense of a sign
(siman), etc.; then Knesses Yisrael is called Zion, etc.
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That is, then Knesses Yisrael receives all the lights that are truly above, which are drawn into Z’eir
Anpin, in the level of her Yesod (foundation), which is called “the point of Zion.”
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And this is “and to say to Zion, ‘You are My people’”: for then specifically, when they are called
Zion through fulfilling Torah, divine service and acts of kindness, then they are at the level of “My
people.”
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That is, “men like him,” for they are marked out (metzuyanim) in the very 248 limbs of the King.

Whereas when they cause a blemish by neglecting positive commandments, and all the more so

when they transgress prohibitions, it is said, “You are not My people,”
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for the reason mentioned above: the meaning of “My people” is that they are men like him, etc.,
and this is only through fulfilling the mitzvos, which are the level of “in our image, after our like-
ness,” as mentioned above; and when one transgresses a mitzvah, G-d forbid, he is called “not My

people,” etc.,
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G-d forbid. But through teshuvah (return) they become the level of “children of the living G-d,”
which is higher than the rank of “My people,” etc.
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And see what is written on the meaning of “the living G-d” in the discourse beginning “And I will
betroth you to Me.” For “in the place where baalei teshuvah stand,” etc.; and this is “in the place

where,” etc.
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(And see on the matter of “And it shall be that in the place,” etc., the Gemara, Kiddushin, folio 36a,

and Rashi’s commentary there; and the Midrash, Shemos Rabbah, on this verse: Vayakhel, end of

chapter 48; Va’era, beginning of chapter 13; Ki Sisa, chapter 39; [and] Bamidbar Rabbah, chapter

2, and the end of Balak.)
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And this is “so that [man] will not find,” etc., “from beginning to end”: that there will be no begin-

ning and end, for above and below will be equal, “darkness is as light,”
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for at the level of the Infinite (Ein Sof) and “no number,” above and below do not apply, for it is far

above the level of hishtalshelus (the chain of descending worlds), from rung to rung.
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And this is “When the man sows seed first, [the woman] gives birth to a female”: that is, because at
a time when the Holy Temple does not stand there must first be an arousal from above (isarusa
dile’eila), through this there must be the level of number and contraction (tzimtzum), the level of

female and judgment.
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And this is what our Sages, of blessed memory, said: a heavenly voice (bas kol) coos like a dove and
says, “Woe to the children,” etc., as mentioned in the Gemara at the beginning of the first chapter

of Berachos.
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And in chapter 2 of Chagigah: “A heavenly voice went forth and said, ‘Return, O wayward
children.’” And this is what is written in the Zohar about the proclamations from above, which are
drawn from the level of the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy, to arouse [people] to teshuvah. And see

what is written on [the verse] “When a man of you brings an offering.”
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But because this arousal is drawn from the level of an arousal from above alone, “the man sows
seed first,” therefore “she gives birth to a female”: that is, the level called bas kol (“daughter of a

voice”), which is the offspring of the level of the supernal voice.
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And it is of the level of gevuros (severities), and therefore it is called bas (daughter). And see Erchei
HaKinuyim in the Pardes, entry Bas. (And see Tosafos, first chapter of Sanhedrin, folio 11a, the
passage beginning “Bas kol”; and Tosafos Yom Tov, last chapter of Yevamos, Mishnah 6, the pas-

sage beginning “Bas kol”; and Rashi, chapter 7 of Sotah, folio 33a.)
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Therefore judgments (dinim) prevail at a time when the Holy Temple does not stand. But in the
Time to Come “the woman sows seed first,” from below upward, without an arousal from above,
and therefore “she gives birth to a male,” the level of chasadim (kindnesses), so that there be “He

has remembered (zachar) His kindness,” etc.
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(One may further explain [this] by the virtue and level of teshuvah, as is known: of teshuvabh it is
said, “Before Havayah you shall be purified,” which is drawn from above the level of the Name
Havayah. The explanation is: the Name Havayah is drawn through the four elements in the soul,

air (ruach), fire, water and earth, as mentioned above.
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But “before Havayah,” above the four elements, is what is written in Etz Chaim, Sha’ar 41, chapter
3, on the level above the four elements, which includes the four elements potentially but not actu-
ally, etc., and is their source and root. Therefore through teshuvah the blemishes in the four ele-

ments are made whole, etc.
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And this is truly the level of “which cannot be counted.” For of Torah and mitzvos it is said, “The

number of your days I will fulfill,” in the manner of “And Avraham was old, advanced in days,” etc.,

aswas explained in Parshas Mishpatim;
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but baalei teshuvah, even in one hour, in one day, in one moment, etc., draw near to the Holy One,
blessed be He, which is not so even for the completely righteous, as is written in the Zohar, Parshas
Chayei Sarah, folio 129; and in the Gemara: “There is one who acquires his world in a single hour,”

etc.
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This is because he draws from the level that is above the bounds of number, as mentioned above.
And this is also the meaning of “He has set ha’olam in their heart”: “This is My Name le’olam,” etc.

For
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regarding the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy it is written, “And He called: Havayah, Havayah,” and
the accent divides between them (and see what is written in Torah Ohr, Parshas Beshalach, in the
discourse beginning “And Israel saw,” etc.); and the level of the Name Havayah that is above hish-

talshelus is the matter of “This is My Name le’olam,” which is in a state of concealment (he’elem).
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And also this concealment He set in their heart: the power to draw it from concealment into revela-
tion through teshuvah. That is, through [the fact] that in the heart there is also the level of “the hid-
den places of the heart” (ta’alumos lev), which is the inner dimension (pnimiyus) of the point of the

heart, above intellect, as is explained in the discourse beginning “On the eighth day he sent.”
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And this is the matter of teshuvah, “From the depths I have called You”: from the depth of the
heart. And through revealing the hidden places of the heart, one draws down the revelation of the
level of “This is My Name le’olam,” etc., so that there be “May His great Name be blessed forever
(le’alam) and to all eternity.”)
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And then, “And the children of Yehudah and the children of Israel shall be gathered together.” The
meaning: Yehudah is from the expression “This time I will thank (odeh),” which is the level from
below

PRIYY TR WRI DD 1MW T2 D7 AW 10T 132031 R ahynbnw na HRIw 1hyn’
JIRDN RTIN™ ARDYY RTIM° 710 12 °10 O

upward, and Israel is the level from above to below; “shall be gathered together”: that all will be to-
gether, “and they shall appoint for themselves one head.” For now they are two levels of unity, the
higher unity (yichuda ila’ah) and the lower unity (yichuda tata’ah),
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as in what is said, “For My thoughts are not your thoughts”: from above to below, whatever is lower
is as nothing and naught relative to what is higher than it, and from below upward it is the reverse;

whereas in the Time to Come there will be “one head,”
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that is, to be “one with One” (and see what is written on [the verse|] “And Yehudah approached

him”), “for great is the day of Yizre’el.” The meaning of Yizre’el is the sowing (zeri’ah) of Kel,
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for Chesed (kindness) is called by the name Kel; that is, the charity and kindness that are done be-
low, which is sown in the earth, in that one hides it in the soil.
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And so all the mitzvos were sown and enclothed in physical garments; and in the Time to Come
“the earth will bring forth her growth”: there will be “He causes salvations to sprout,”
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for “My salvation is near to come.” And through this everything becomes the level of “day,” so that
there will not be two levels, light and darkness, but “at evening time there shall be light.” And this

is “for great is the day”: since everything has become the level of “day,” etc.
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Summary. That all this is now: the drawings down of water and spirit are higher than the ascent of
earth and fire. But in the Time to Come the virtue of the arousal from below (isarusa dilesata) will
be high in its own right, and “the light of the moon shall be as the light of the sun,” equal in their
stature.
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And the level of “the number of the children of Israel,” the mitzvos, will be at the level of “which
cannot be counted,” in the manner of “His understanding has no number.” And this is through

teshuvah (return).
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And this is “And it shall be that in the place,” etc. And this is “so that ... not,” etc.; “the woman sows

seed first,” the arousal from below; “and [they] shall be gathered,” etc., “for great is the day,” etc.
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