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In Isaiah, chapter 11, [verse] 7.
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“And the lion, like the ox, shall eat straw.” Now, it has already been explained that se’orah (barley)
is the level of shi’ur hei (the measure of hei), which is a measure and dimension drawn from the

level of hei,
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which is the level of “the breath of His mouth,” may He be blessed. It is animal fodder, meaning
the influx to the angels, who are called by the names behemos (animals) and chayos (beasts),
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as it is written, “the face of a lion,” “the face of an ox,” etc. From this they burn “like the appear-

ance of torches,” with love and awe, to say “Holy,” and “Blessed,” and “He shall reign,” etc.
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And this influx in the angels depends on the service of Israel below: in the time of the Beis

HaMikdash, when they would offer the Omer of barley, and the kohen would wave the Omer, etc.,
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and burn the handful (kometz) on the fire from above, etc. Now, the fire from above in the Beis
HaMikdash was in the form of a lion, and it is the level of “the lion that consumes the offerings”
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(see the Zohar, Part I, page 6b). And the matter is as is found in the Zohar: that a number of angels

are appointed over prayer, who receive and raise [it| up, etc.
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That is because it is impossible for the physical voice and speech of a person to rise up above and
become included in its source, in the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, except through the
angels;
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just as it is impossible for the soul to be enclothed in a person’s body except through intermedi-
aries, namely through the blood, which is the soul;
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and the blood itself is also physical, but through the warmth of the blood it sends up spiritual va-
pors, and through this the powers and the extension of the soul become united [with the body]
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(as is written in the Sefer HaKuzari, Part Two, section 26). So too, by way of analogy, it is impossi-
ble for the Infinite Light, blessed be He, to be enclothed in the voice and speech of prayer except
through the angels, who are the level of messengers;
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that is, they are vessels for the Infinite Light, blessed be He, that is drawn into them, and the

Infinite Light that is drawn into them is what acts and works through them according to His will.
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Therefore, from the six days of Creation onward, they always stand at one level, according to the

measure and bound with which the Infinite Light, blessed be He, was bounded in them.
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And therefore the angel said, “I will surely return to you”: and it was on the mission of the
Omnipresent that he said so to him, as though the Holy One, blessed be He, were speaking Himself.
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And so too it is written of Hagar, “And she called the name of Havayah Who spoke to her,” etc. That
is, the angel who spoke with her; for they are nothing but drawings-down of the level of the Infinite
Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, which is drawn down into many levels of angels, “and vessels dif-

fering from vessels.”
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[And see what is written on this in Parshas Ki Sisa, in the discourse beginning “His left hand is un-
der my head”; and see in Iggeres HaKodesh, at its end, at the end of the discourse beginning “To

understand what is written in Pri Etz Chaim,” and at the end of the discourse beginning
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“To understand words of understanding.”] And this is [the meaning of] “One who performs one
mitzvah acquires for himself one advocate”: that he creates one angel through performing the
mitzvah. That is because through this mitzvah that he performs, by an arousal from below (isarusa

dilesata), [there comes| an arousal from above (isarusa dileila),
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as in “One who sits and studies, the Holy One, blessed be He, studies opposite him.” And this is the
level of the drawing-down of the Infinite Light, blessed be He, in the level and rank of that mitzvah:
in the level and rank of Chochmah (wisdom), or in Chesed (kindness), etc. And this drawing-down

is in the level of an angel: in Chesed, in the camp of Michael, etc.
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Now, when the drawing-down of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, is drawn below into
the angels, to receive the prayers and raise them up, they [the prayers| are included in that very
power and light; and through this the prayer has the power to rise up higher, and there, “one high-
er than the high,” etc.
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[And see what is written on this subject on the verse “How beautiful are your footsteps in sandals,”
and in Parshas Mikeitz, in the discourse beginning “The Chanukah lamp is a mitzvah,” etc.]
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And if this is so with prayer, which corresponds to the offerings, then with the offerings themselves
too it is likewise, as mentioned above: for the offerings are from the cattle (bakar), the level of “the
face of an ox,” which is “on the left,” and it is necessary “to include the left in the right,” in the lev-

el of “the face of a lion on the right.”
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Now, in the Mishkan of Moshe the fire from above was not in the form of a lion, for Moshe did not
want an angel; rather, “And fire went forth from before Havayah,” etc.
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[See what is written on the verse “As an eagle stirs up,” and at the end of the discourse beginning
“Return, O Israel,” in the explanation of “And we will render [for] bulls our lips”; and see in the
Zohar, at the end of Parshas Mishpatim, page 125a; and at the beginning of Parshas Vayelech, page
283b; and in Parshas Haazinu, page 298b.]
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Now, of the Future to Come it is written, “Behold, My servant shall prosper; he shall be exalted and
lifted up and be very high”: even above the level of Moshe. And the virtue and rank of the souls will

be raised up very high above the level of angels, as it is written, “At the time it shall be said,” etc.
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And our Sages, of blessed memory, said that the angels will be outside the precinct of the souls, so
that they will ask them, “What has G-d wrought?”
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And they also said, “The righteous are destined to have angels say ‘Holy’ before them.” Therefore,

the raising up of the offerings and the influx of the barley mentioned above will not be through the

level of the lion, but through the righteous themselves.
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As it is written, “Israel is holy, etc., to Havayah, the first of His produce”: for the level of the pro-
duce and the barley will be included in Israel themselves. But the lion will be equal to the ox,
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and the lion will not eat the offering that comes from the cattle; and both of them will eat straw,
which is the level of the influx that is drawn and flows forth from the barley, but not the barley
itself.
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