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“Who has counted the dust of Yaakov,
and the number of the fourth of Israel?”
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“Who has counted the dust of Yaakov, and the number of the fourth of Israel?” (In the Gemara, at

the end of chapter 3 of Niddah) (31a). [Midrash] Rabbah, Vayigash, chapter 94, regarding “all the

souls that came.”
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Vayikra, chapter 1; Bamidbar, chapter 2; Parshas Balak; in Shir HaShirim Rabbah, at the end of the
section “As an apple tree among the trees,” and on the verse “My dove is one,” and on the verse “To

the garden of.”
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In Koheles Rabbah, on the verse “All the rivers.” The word reva (“fourth”) has two meanings: one, a
fourth part; and the second, from the word arba’ah (“four”). For within the level of Israel there are

four levels.
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The explanation is that it is written, “For My glory I created him, I formed him, also I made him.”
These are the levels of thought, speech and action. “I created him” is the level of thought, which is
something from nothing. “I formed him” is the level of speech, which is the level of form, since it

gives form to the letters that are in thought.
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“Also I made him” is the level of action. It is written with the word “also” because action is a sepa-
rate thing, standing by itself; it is not like the relation of speech to thought, for [speech]| gives form

to the very letters of thought,
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since what one thinks, one speaks; whereas physical action is a matter by itself. [And see on this in
the discourse beginning “A person is obligated to become intoxicated on Purim,” in what is written
there: “And the form of the letter hei is three lines, etc.,” up to “and as it is written, ‘also I made

him.’”]
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Now, there is yet a fourth level, which is above the three levels mentioned above, thought, speech
and action, and it is hinted at in the word “also” (af),
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for “also” is a term of inclusion, to include another thing that is not stated explicitly here: the thing

that is above these three levels, and higher and loftier than them.
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The explanation of the matter: we need to understand the purpose of the descent of the souls into
this world. Their descent is for the sake of an ascent, as is known; and we need
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to understand what this ascent is, since before its descent [the soul] delighted in the radiance of the

Shechinah (Divine Presence). And what greater elevation is there than this?
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We also need to comprehend well the matter of thought, speech and action Above, which is the lev-
el of “I created him, I formed him,” etc. For it is written, “For My thoughts are not your thoughts,”

and He has no likeness of a body, etc.
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But the matter is that the coming forth of the worlds from concealment into revelation is called by

the name “the word of G-d.” Just as, by way of analogy, in a person, speech reveals to another the

hidden things of his thought,
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so too, by way of analogy, “with ten utterances the world was created”: these are the level of utter-
ances and combinations of letters, which come forth from concealment into revelation, and to

bring into being from nothing to something.
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Now, “it could have been created with one utterance,” as it is written, “And by the breath of His
mouth, all their hosts.” The meaning: “the breath of His mouth” is the level of the supernal breath
(hevel) [see the Zohar, Part III, 47b,
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and Iggeres HaKodesh, the passage beginning “And David made”], and it is the one all-inclusive
utterance, as in the saying “Blessed is He who says and does,” with one utterance, etc.
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Only, speech divides and separates the breath into many kinds of combinations of letters, which
are themselves the great multiplicity of divisions of the worlds: “a thousand thousands,” etc.; “Is

there any number to His legions?” etc.

DOR™PY 02N DAY 2197 .KP*T 1927 1127 1P2 WD 1927 2WIY 1D 21123 1°IRPR *7 1572 0
1937 nan

This is [the meaning of]| “Bless Havayah, His angels, mighty in strength, who do His word, hearken-
ing to the voice of His word”: “His word” specifically. For they live and exist from the level of the
word of G-d,
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which is the level of the revelation of “what comes forth from the mouth of Havayah,” so that there
come to be the multiplicity and division of created beings. And the combinations of letters from
which the created beings live are themselves the level of the names; they are the level of the names
of all created beings, each one by its name,
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like “the camp of Michael,” etc., and likewise the names of all created beings according to their
kinds, as it is written, “And Adam gave names.” They are the level of actual names, combinations of
letters, “what comes forth from the mouth of Havayah,” etc. Now, all this is the level of the revealed

worlds (almin d’isgalyan).
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And there are hidden worlds that are not revealed (almin stimin d’lo isgalyan), which are the
sources of the revealed worlds. Everything that exists in the revealed worlds must have a source in
the hidden worlds, as is mentioned in the teaching of our Sages, of blessed memory: “There is no
blade of grass below that has no mazal above.”
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And so it is higher and higher, up to the highest heights, as it is written, “For one high above the
high watches, and there are higher ones above them.”
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Now, “Israel arose in thought.” This means: in the level of the hidden worlds. That is, by way of ex-
ample: thought is the level of the concealment of speech, for speech reveals and spells out what is
in thought; and what is in thought in a single glance one must spell out at length in his speech,
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because the power of thought is a level far loftier than the power of speech, since thought is the in-

ner garment, which is united with the soul itself.
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It is truly in the manner of something from nothing. Therefore it is written, “And Adam gave names
to all the cattle and to the birds of the heavens,” etc.
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[And see what is written on this meaning in the discourse beginning “Thus shall you bless,” in

Parshas Naso], for they are the level of angels, “the face of a lion,” “the face of an ox,” “the face of

an eagle,” etc., and these are the names Michael and Gavriel, etc.,
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which are themselves the combinations of letters from which they were drawn forth and brought

into being, from nothing to something, in the level of the word of G-d. But “for Adam there was not

found a helper corresponding to him.”
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The meaning: “helper” is the level of a name (see the Ramban in his commentary on the Chumash

on this verse). That is, before the soul comes into the world and into the body, it is not called by any

name at all, because the source from which it is hewn
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is in the level of thought, the hidden worlds that are not revealed. And its being called Avraham,

Yitzchak, etc., is after the soul is enclothed in the body.
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This is [the meaning of] “Avraham was one” [Ezekiel 33:24|. The meaning of “was”: before the soul
came into its body, it was in the level of “one,”
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that is, in the level of thought, which is united with the soul. These are themselves the level of the

hidden worlds, which are united with the very Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, in the state

that precedes its coming to the revelation of the worlds, to become the division of created beings,

of the world of separation (alma d’pruda), etc.
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Therefore in Adam, the first man, six hundred thousand souls were included in one level. That is
because the source of the soul is far, far above the level of the division of created beings, as men-
tioned above [and see the Zohar, Part I, 85b; 102b].
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2. After these words and this truth, we need to understand what the added elevation of the soul is in
this world, in its enclothement in the physical body,
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since in the source from which it was hewn it was included and united with the Infinite Light (Or
Ein Sof), blessed be He, in the level of thought, the level of the hidden worlds, far, far above the lev-

el of a name and the level of the word of G-d in the revealed worlds, as mentioned above.
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However, it is written, “Unite my heart to fear Your Name”; and likewise we pray in the blessing

“With an everlasting love You have loved us,” etc.: “and unite our hearts,” etc.
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The explanation is that there is the level of the desire of the heart (re’usa d’liba), which is the will of

the heart, and in it there are two levels, the inner dimension (pnimiyus) and the outer dimension

(chitzoniyus). The inner dimension, the point of the heart, is the level of love
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that is great (ahavah rabbah), which is above reason and knowledge and comes from Above as a
gift, as it is written, “As a service of gift I give your priesthood” [see what is written in Parshas
Bamidbar, at the end of the discourse beginning “And Havayah spoke to Moshe in the wilderness of
Sinai.”
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And this is the very level of “a service of gift,” etc. And this is [the meaning of] “by their heads”; see
there. And see Iggeres HaKodesh, the passage beginning “It is written, ‘How fair you are’”].
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And the outer dimension of the heart is [the love] that is derived from knowledge and from contem-
plating the greatness of G-d, “each one according to his measure.” According to his intellect and

his comprehension of the Infinite Light, blessed be He, so does he arouse the love in the heart.

TanRDY 7 AR NYTo AWITP2 NYT WOW IR0W DOIPR WY T oNmyR TR 0 DR AYTIR Im

JMR

Now, it is well known that “G-d has made the one opposite the other”: just as there is knowledge in
holiness, to know G-d and to love Him,
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so there is knowledge on the side of kelipah (the husk) and the sitra achra (the other side), which is
the knowledge of evil, and to love strange things; and “the one who separates himself seeks

desire,” because the sweetness of this world and its pleasures is pleasant to his palate.
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Now, this is the measure of the beinonim (the intermediate ones): “both this and that judge them,”
etc., and “one people shall be stronger than the other people,” etc.: when this one rises, that one
falls.
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But the love that is in the inner dimension of the heart, which is above reason and knowledge and
comes only from Above as a gift, has no “one opposite the other” against it; for the inner dimen-

sion, the point of the heart, is the level of yechidah, which has
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only one will, for its Father in heaven. This is the quality and the rank whose like, or anything com-

parable to it, is not found in physicality at all; only for G-d alone is it found, in the children of

Israel, “the people near to Him,” as it is written, “For it is a stiff-necked people, and You shall for-

give,” etc.
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The meaning of “stiff-necked” is the level of a will that is above reason and knowledge, etc., as is

explained elsewhere (and see [Midrash] Rabbah on Ki Sisa, at the end of chapter 42: “and it is only

to its praise,” etc.).
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And when this great love is aroused, he can easily prevail and make the good overpower the evil
completely, because the external forces have no hold on it at all. This is [the meaning of] “Unite my

heart,” etc., and “and unite our hearts,” etc.:
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that the outer dimension of the will should be included in the inner dimension of the will (and see
what is written on this at the end of the discourse beginning “To understand the matter of the
blessings,” and see what is written at the end of the discourse beginning “And you shall offer a

burnt-offering, a fire-offering”).
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And this is [the meaning of] “also I made him”: “also” includes one more level, namely the level of

the supernal will, which is far, far above the level of thought, speech and action. And it is placed

next to “I made him” because
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the main revelation of this will is specifically in the level of physical action, that is, in the perfor-

mance of the mitzvos: to “set aside your will before His will” through “turn from evil and do good.”
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The 248 positive commandments are 248 drawings-down of the supernal will, and “their begin-
ning is wedged in their end” specifically. [And this is one matter
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with what is explained above in Parshas Shelach on the verse “And now, I pray, let it be great,” etc.:
that specifically in this world the souls become the level of “those who walk” (mehalchim), which is

the level of the love of “with all your might” (me’odecha), without the limit of the vessel.
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That is, through the mitzvos, as it is written, “If you walk in My statutes,” for they are a drawing-
down of encompassing lights (makifim) from the level of the light that encompasses all worlds
(sovev kol almin) upon nefesh, ruach and neshamah, to raise them, etc. And see what is written on
the verse “When you go out,” on the meaning of “Seek My face,” that is, through “Your face,
Havayah, I shall seek”; see there.]
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And this is what is written in the Shema: “And these words which I command you today shall be,”

etc., and “And it shall be, if you will diligently listen to My commandments,” etc., after “And you

shall love Havayah your G-d with all your heart,” etc.
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The meaning: [these are] two levels of the heart, inner and outer. Only, it is impossible to come to

the inner level until one first reaches and attains the outer level, which is born of knowledge, for

one must go from below to above [see what is written in the discourse beginning
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“If you will listen to the voice,” that it must be in the order of the levels, first the outer keys, etc.; see

there; and at the end of the discourse beginning “And you shall count for yourselves from the mor-

row of the Shabbos,” etc.; and in the discourse beginning “You are standing,” for
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in the level of the outcry of the heart there are two levels, etc.]. And this is the meaning of all the
lengthy [prayers] before the Shema, in Pesukei d’Zimrah and the blessings before the Shema, etc.,

as is known.
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Through this, the elevation that the soul has in the service of G-d while it is enclothed within the
body will be understood. For although before its descent it was united in its source in the level of
supernal thought, nevertheless thought is called only a garment, though it is an inner garment;
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but it is not united in its root with its Emanator completely, so as to be included in the very Infinite
Light, blessed be He, for “no thought can grasp Him at all.” That is, it does not touch His essence
and being at all, as it were,
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only that He enclothes Himself in it. Whereas the level of the desire of the heart, “when the sitra
achra is subdued,” so as to “set aside your will before His will,” etc.,
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through “turn from evil and do good,” in the level of physical action, in the performance of the
mitzvos and turning from evil, as mentioned above: then the supernal will, which is the Infinite
Light, blessed be He, Himself in His glory, rests and is revealed in it; and the 248 commandments
are truly the 248 limbs of the King.
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And this is what our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “Better is one hour,” etc. [And see what is writ-
ten on this in Parshas Yisro, on the verse “Remember the Shabbos day,” on the matter of “He and

His life-forces are one,” etc.;
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and see what is written on the verse “And Yaakov settled,” on the meaning of “The Torah of Your
mouth is better for me than thousands of gold and silver.” And from what is written here, what is

written there will be understood better].
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3. And this is [the meaning of] “and the number of the fourth of Israel.” For it is written, “And the

number of the children of Israel shall be like the sand of the sea, which shall not be measured nor
counted”; and in the Gemara (Yoma 22a)

J1D owpen 5w 11187 PwIYWI IR "W 100° X271 77° XD WK 27191 7001 719711 2919 STTN NN

Rath Rl bR lyial 1’:!:'!7? 7% 1°a3n TR

it sets [the verses| against each other: it is written, “And the number shall be,” and it is written,
“which shall not be measured nor counted”; and it answers: here, when they do the will of the
Omnipresent, etc. To explain the matter, we need to understand what “like the sand of the sea” is.
01 TIRT 718Y OIRW I”Rwn D"PL)HI? TR W2 RITW PN NI YRR NIANANY 0°1A°7 2°20 130 %D
JAEP P 0°r MR 223

For around the seas and the rivers the ground is sand, which is dry and separated into particles,

whereas the rest of the soil of the earth is clods of earth, moist and stuck together somewhat.
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That is because the waters in the seas and rivers draw the moisture from all the ground around
them, and so it remains dry and separated. The analogue is in the life-force of the worlds as a whole
(klalus), through the word of G-d and the breath of His mouth, which brings all created beings into
being from nothing to something.
(170K 0°9713) 1129121 DYDY 011 10 P2 WY 21w DY TMIY 110 07 DR WY 2505 73
Now, it is written, “And he made the sea,” etc., “standing upon twelve oxen,” etc., “and the sea was
upon them, above” (in I Kings, chapter 7).
2”5 99012 MPPINM T17°0 M2 9p2 277 WY1 999 DIpR DI 19YRDR Ty 007 ONaw "8
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The meaning: because the level of the sea stands above, at a distance, therefore twelve oxen were
made, the level of separation and division, in the number twelve. That is

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/balak/1/ 13
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because the coming into being from nothing to something is through His attribute of Malchus
(sovereignty), may He be blessed, “who is exalted from the days of the world,” and “Your kingship

is a kingship over all worlds,” etc.

Oy K22 997 1°K 3 0°79831 0°71 0727 My Y5 0Y N2 WY1 0an Xwanmn 07 R °09)
122 DNNANM

And because He is high and exalted above them, they became the level of “a people” (am), from the

word omemos, things that are alien and separate; for there is no king without a people. And their

coming into being in the level of

IR0 Py 2w1n 990 Swnst Oy N3 N1 07717 RN M8y 791N MIRWINT nan K oy
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“a people” comes from the exaltation of the King Himself: of themselves they descend to be in the
level of a people, as in the analogy of the king sitting on his throne, because of which all tremble

and recoil before him and become lowly before him.

TPOWY 1778 IR 9133 95Y2 NINDIY 11N WY N°9ON1 07X 2N RITW N7 AN19%R nan 197
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Therefore, from the level of His Malchus, may He be blessed, which is the level of without end or

limit, there were made and came into being worlds that have bounds, in Beriah, Yetzirah and

Asiyah, also in the level of without end or limit, as it is written, “Is there any number to His

legions?”

™22 0771 '{3'? .02y NN RWINKT N 101997 NIRYINT Navnan 0°1%P1 0°°n oRw "181 KON
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Only, because they live and exist from the level of the exaltation of His Malchus, may He be
blessed, “who is exalted from the days of the world,” they therefore descend into the level of sepa-

ration and division into many kinds, of different species.
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But how do they receive their life-force from His attribute of Malchus, when He is exalted above

them? In truth, on this it is written,

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/balak/1/ 14
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“For a sun and a shield is Havayah Elokim”: that is the divine power, which is omnipotent, and

“these are His mighty acts,” etc.

.79 95 2R NPT 70 RPW MIPPN0T N2 RIT MIRYINTT P95 917 R 22 PO 27w0a wrndy 24
As is explained in Sefer Shel Beinonim, Part Two. But in general terms, the exaltation is the level of
withdrawal, so that the life-force does not descend to them so much.
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It is like the analogy of the waters, which draw the moisture to themselves, and sand forms on its

shore, the level of separation, as mentioned above. Now, this level of number is not actual number,

5105 5197 0°pRAR T1IEMY DN RITW °197 9901 7732 °P1 RITW KROX 1A 9907 WO 2°N37D
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as it is written, “Is there any number,” etc.; only, it is called within the category of number because
it is scattered and separated into parts, and the term “number” can apply to it;

9907 121 9732 K377 27 23797 9907 KD WK 071 211 Dwnd 2197 990° XD 50 wnn 9001 119K AR
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but it is not actual number, for it cannot be counted for its multitude, like the analogy of the sand of
the sea, which cannot be counted for its multitude. It is only in the category and level of number
because it is separated into parts, and since each part is separate and distinct by itself, the term
“number” can apply to it.
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Now, it is written, “And the number of the children of Israel shall be”: the children of Israel are the
very ones who make the level of number, for they are the ones who draw down the level of His
Malchus, may He be blessed, so that His kingship will be “a kingship over all worlds.”

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/balak/1/ 15
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That is, through the practical mitzvos, which are called “the commands of the King” [and see what

is written on this also above, in Parshas Bamidbar, at the end of the discourse beginning “And the

9, &

number of the children of Israel shall be”: “number” is the level of the mitzvos, etc.; see there].
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Therefore, before every mitzvah one says, “Blessed are You, Havayah, our G-d, King of the world,”
which is the drawing-down of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, to be King of the world,

as mentioned above; as is explained elsewhere.
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And because it is a drawing-down of the very Infinite Light, blessed be He, it is therefore only in

the category of number, and is not actual number.
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And this is [the meaning of] “which shall not be measured nor counted”: “when they do the will of
the Omnipresent,” as mentioned above; that is, when they draw down the supernal will, which is
the Infinite Light, blessed be He, through the performance of the mitzvos. And that is through the
joy of the mitzvah, from the inner point of the heart.

2177 229 2901 AARY3 79K T DR NT7AY KD WK D00 2°097 29 nnwn 20w 0 PTIPE 270970
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As it is written, “The precepts of Havayah are upright, gladdening the heart”; and it is written, “Be-
cause you did not serve Havayah your G-d with joy and with gladness of heart, out of an abundance

of everything.” The meaning of “out of an abundance of everything”

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/balak/1/ 16
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is without limit, above without end and below without limit, in the level of the infinite (ein sof), as

mentioned above (and see what is written on this in the discourse beginning “A menorah of gold,”

and in the discourse beginning “Command the children of Israel,” etc., “My offering, My bread,”

regarding the burning of the fats of the daily offering.
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And see what is written on the meaning of “they do the will of the Omnipresent” in Parshas
Shelach, on the verse “gathering wood.” And see what is written on the joy of the mitzvah in the ex-
planation of the verse “Go out and gaze,” etc., “at the crown with which his mother crowned him.”
NI AATY Pnan open 5w 112 izl 51T N0 0OMwRn MR DY AR Y PR 129 T
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And from this it will be understood how, through the joy of the mitzvah, one draws down Keser of
Malchus, which is called “the will of the Omnipresent,” from the highest level and rank. And this is
“they do His will,” etc., in the manner of “And you shall do them (atem)”: as though you made Me.)
9719 RPT 119997 1137 2193 K17 OW 100w AR 12070 PP PRIYS 297 DRI
And this is [the meaning of] “the fourth (reva) of Israel”: the fourth part, the level of “also I made
him,” where there is specifically the revelation of the supernal will, as mentioned above.
"1 2°N57 139° A1 I WYY MAT 7Awnn Mona 07 9o 9951 113 90 YR Nwhn ¥a7 o
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And reva is also from the word arba’ah (“four”), for in this all four levels are included: thought,
speech, action and will. And through this, what is written will be understood: “Who has counted the

dust of Yaakov, and the number,” etc.:

9901 WU YRWNT 2°N3 79011 ”DYRI 1907 PPRW 1217 111 o1 DY ORP 790MY 2n0W 11T

that what is written, “and the number,” refers back to “Who has counted,” that is to say, that there
is no number; and nevertheless “and the number” is written, which implies that there is a number.

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/balak/1/ 17
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But the matter is as mentioned above: it is in the category of number and is not actual number, be-
cause it is the drawing-down of the supernal will, “the fourth of Israel,” as mentioned above, the

level of “I made him,” as mentioned above.
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4. Now, all this is the level of the lower unity (yichuda tata’ah), in the performance of the mitzvos,
to draw down the supernal will in the level of number, the level of “I made him,” as mentioned

above.
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But “the study of Torah is equal to them all,” for it is the level of the higher unity (yichuda ila’ah).
And this is [the meaning of] “Who has counted the dust of Yaakov?”: for dust is not in the category

of number at all, and it is the level of the study of Torah, because

219 77203 TN TINYY WRn 172 07K IRD PIU°3 12 YNt na XIT 7991 wnn Nt g XY
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it is truly His will, may He be blessed; and therefore it is the level of the higher unity, the level of
self-nullification (bittul) to the very Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, and the union of
Chochmah, Binah and Daas with Chochmah, Binah and Daas, etc. And “the Mishnah is a queen,”

as mentioned above.
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And it is not in the category of number at all (and see what is written above in the discourse begin-
ning “When Israel put ‘we will do’ before ‘we will hear,”” on the meaning of “A time for every de-

sire under the heavens”; see there.
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And from this, what is written will be understood better: that the Torah is called “dust,” which is not
in the category of number at all, for it is one mass. That is why “whoever occupies himself with the

9

Torah of the burnt-offering is as though he offered a burnt-offering,” even though he occupies

himself [with it] at a time that is not a time of offering at all; whereas the mitzvos themselves
IR DT XIYI N2 RO TN 0B 139 0 van 9o% Ny vnho imaia mpvnnn na onw
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are the level of division, at such-and-such a time, “a time for every desire,” etc. And that is because
the Torah is the level of “the will of all wills.” And see what is written further on this in the discourse

beginning “For on this day He shall atone.”
5 TPRWARY PPOVRY PPRITRP P2 1077V RIT NIXDT YW JN7IN2 'IJPL)TI 101 T°PN1812 IwTR 9N
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And this is [the meaning of] “Sanctify us (kadsheinu) with Your commandments, and grant our por-
tion in Your Torah”: for through the mitzvos it is still the level of kiddushin and betrothal, “And I
will betroth you to Me,” etc.; but through the Torah it is the level of the drawing-down in the inner

level, “and you shall know Havayah.”
1129 720X *°f2% wald '[1’53717 %9 193 13 Wl NIXNT YW NY°nay "o 1Y% waR 1°3yM
And the matter, it may be said, is this: although through the mitzvos there is drawn down the level
of the revelation of the supernal will in the soul, and the level of great love (ahavah rabbah),
1o0RY 7R 19EN 11N 2”y X711 W’ND N1°n1°1DY NYIXeR N2 3”2 w° '[1"?57 79%92 01 °2 N
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yet in the supernal will, too, there is also an outer dimension (chitzoniyus) and an inner dimension
(pnimiyus), as is explained elsewhere on the verse “And I was with Him as a nursling, and [ was de-
lights,” etc. And so too in the revelation of great love in the soul there are also two levels. The first,

as it is written,

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/balak/1/ 19
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“For it is a stiff-necked people,” as above, and this is what is drawn down through the mitzvos. The

second, as it is written, “How fair you are and how pleasant, love in delights”; and the drawing-

down of the level of “love in delights” has its root in the level of the inner dimension of the super-

nal will, and it is drawn down through the Torah,
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as it is written, “And my delights are with the children of men.” And this is [the meaning of] “A
man’s wisdom makes his face shine”: “his face” (panav) is the inner level (pnimiyus). And as is ex-
plained on the verse “His eyes are red from wine,” that there is the level of great love, and above it
is love in delights. And see what is written in the discourse beginning “How goodly” on the matter
of mitzvos and Torah, and what is written in the discourse beginning “He has not beheld iniquity in

Yaakov.”)
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But the way for a person to merit the light of the Torah in the level of the higher unity is through
the level of Yaakov, the attribute of compassion,
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that is, to arouse great compassion upon his soul by setting fixed times; as is known, a time of favor
is at midnight, and likewise at the time of prayer.
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For in the order of the prayer and Pesukei d’Zimrah there are verses of compassion, and then it is a
time of favor to arouse compassion upon his soul.
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And this is the attribute of Yaakov: yud-akev (“yud, heel”), which is the matter of compassion for
the level of the yud, supernal Chochmah, which fell and descended to the level of the heel, as men-
tioned above.
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Now, the attribute of Yaakov “bars from one end to the other,” “to raise the poor from the dust” and

to elevate [him] into the level of the higher unity, as is explained elsewhere
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(and also the meaning of “dust” is as it is written, “And let my soul be as dust to all,” and through
this, “Open my heart to Your Torah”; and see what is written on this in Parshas Vayakhel on the
verse “Take from among you an offering,” etc.; and also as our Sages, of blessed memory, said:
“This is the way of the Torah: bread with salt you shall eat,” etc., “and on the ground you shall
sleep”).
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But our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “Whoever occupies himself with Torah alone,” etc.; rather,
there must be Torah together with deeds of kindness.
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Therefore it is written, “and the number of the fourth of Israel,” the level of “I made him,” in the
performance of the mitzvos and the deed of charity, which is called simply “the mitzvah,” for it is
equal to all the mitzvos; and this is the matter of deeds of kindness. And see what is written in the

discourse beginning “If you will listen to the voice,” regarding “to keep all His commandments.”
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(And see in the Zohar, Mishpatim, folio 105, on the meaning of “Who has counted,” etc., “and the
number,” etc. This, too, is the matter of the higher unity and the lower unity: for “who” (mi) is the

union of Chochmah and Binah, “Iwill teach you wisdom, I will teach you understanding,” etc.;
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“number” is the union of the emotive attributes (middos) and speech, and this is the matter of “Let
him make peace with Me; peace he shall make with Me.” And see what is written on the verse
“These are the accounts of the Mishkan, the Mishkan of Testimony,” etc., and in the explanation of

the verse “And I shall be sanctified among the children of Israel.”
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And according to what is written in the Pardes, under the entry “Mi,” it can be said that this is the
matter of the fiftieth gate of the fifty gates of Binah, in which the Torah was given on the festival of
Shavuos; and it is well understood that “Who has counted the dust of Yaakov” refers to the Torah,
etc. And see what is written in the explanation of the saying of our Sages, of blessed memory,
“When Israel put ‘we will do’ before,” etc.,
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“Who revealed,” etc. And see what is written in the explanation of the verse “And you shall count
for yourselves,” etc., “you shall count fifty days.” And see further on the matter of “the fourth of
Israel” in the Zohar, Parshas Balak) (folio 210, end of side b, and folio 204, side a). And see what is
written above in Parshas Shelach on the matter of “and its libation, a fourth of a hin.”
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