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Our Rabbis have taught : We restrict the name "Patriarch" to
three, and "Matriarch" to four. Why is the name "Patriarch"
[restricted to three]? Is it because we are not certain whether
we are descended from Reuben or Simeon ? If so, in the case
of the Matriarchs we are not certain whether we are descend-
ed from Rachel or Leah ! But up to here they were esteemed
sufficiently [to be called "Patriarchs"] ; their successors
.were not so esteemed

William Davidson, Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC) - Tractate Berakot by A.
Cohen, Cambridge University Press, 1921 (Public Domain)
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But of a truth the Holy One makes Himself known to every
one according to the measure of his understanding and his
capacity to attach himself to the spirit of Divine wisdom; and
thus “Her husband
(bishe’arim), but, as we may also translate, “by measure”,

is known”, not “in the gates”
though a full knowledge is beyond the reach of any being.’
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and I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob,
as G-d Almighty, but by My name Havayah I made Me not
.known to them
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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Who hath heard such a thing? Who hath seen such things? R. Simeon said: ‘The “gates” mentioned in this passage are
Is a land born in one day? Is a nation brought forth at once? the same as the gates in the passage, “Lift up your heads, O
For as soon as Zion travailed, She brought forth her ... ,ye gates” (Ps. 24, 7)

.children The Zohar; London, Soncino Press, 1933 (Public Domain)
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h . him: “Th ih Kiah: Thi . These are the sons of Israel: Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and
And they said unto him: ‘Thus saith Hezekiah: This day is a ;Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun
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day of trouble, and of rebuke, and of contumely; for the Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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And as for thy nativity, in the day thou wast born thy navel
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Therefore prophesy thou against them all these words, and
say unto them: The L-RD doth roar from on high, And utter
His voice from His holy habitation; He doth mightily roar
because of His fold; He giveth a shout, as they that tread the
.grapes, Against all the inhabitants of the earth
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nrnp nayn

R i R

NP2y 11721 POP0T M2 wrns

,oynR abynh Ay wITpn PR 2191”5 MAPK 097 AR whEn M
2OPR” K2 7111987 21092 7K1 197 ;710102 RENI XD

X, R”Mt Zohar I, 210a

2,5 2m Zohar III, 20b

nrap nayn

03 K21 .7IMPKRI DIN° 27y MT02 Y X LAY .2 ,0 MR 27 RV
Y 2 790 wrAw DMK WK ,On viw .‘|’7’R1 N”y0 ,nn 0°2%1 ﬂ”w53
3NN .apn

N92Y» 1721p pooT

DOWIRM 7oy ,abyn 19y TR 1w 1At DR IRNR 0w
5y ARW” :PI0D IMRD LVIA RIT ,OMODY MOAwR AR R DOPYIXR
Mma

-27%w:T1 M "INR 10 190 Zohar, Achrei Mot 54:332-56:340
P

1The first 18 lines of the Hebrew text are not found in our
translation. THE NAKEDNESS OF THY FATHER'S WIFE
SHALT THOU NOT UNCOVER. Who is meant by thy father’s
wife? Said R. Simeon: ‘We have learnt: As long as the
Matrona is with the King and giveth suck to thee, she is
called “thy mother”. Now, however, that she is banished with
thee and is removed from the King, she is called “thy fa-
ther’s wife”. She is his wife, because he has not divorced her,
... .although she is in exile
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And the L-rd said: Forasmuch as this people draw near, and
with their mouth and with their lips do honour Me, But have
removed their heart far from Me, And their fear of Me is a

;commandment of men learned by rote

Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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They search out iniquities, they have accomplished a dili-
gent search; even in the inward thought of every one, and

.the deep heart
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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And the glory of the L-RD shall be revealed, and all flesh
shall see it together; for the mouth of the L-RD hath spoken
Tt
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Hark, thy watchmen! they lift up the voice, Together do they
sing; For they shall see, eye to eye, The L-RD returning to

Zion
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Thus saith the L-RD: A voice

Lamentation, and bitter weeping, Rachel weeping for her
children; She refuseth to be comforted for her children,

is heard in Ramah,

.Because they are not
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nrnp nayn

oN *y AW °D NIRRT LT LKD N

oyn 2% mwm

wnRNwn MRRT 1Y DR 01N 1PINR DR 727,00 avn 2% mwn”
TR DAY ANTI NAW ,MPAT Pw AApN N0PAN DX ARN? *73 71003
Ny %192
»yw° Isaiah 6:10
VAR PIYI ARVID YT LY TI00 VAR T 027 1mUD
42 X7 29 1727 92971 v
Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy,
and shut their eyes; lest they, seeing with their eyes, and
hearing with their ears, and understanding with their heart,
’.return, and be healed
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know this day, and lay it to thy heart, that the L-RD, He is
G-d in heaven above and upon the earth beneath; there is

.none else
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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Set me as a seal upon thy heart, As a seal upon thine arm;
For love is strong as death, Jealousy is cruel as the grave;
The flashes thereof are flashes of fire, A very flame of the
.L-RD
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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And He said: ‘Take now thy son, thine only son, whom thou
lovest, even Isaac, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and
offer him there for a burnt-offering upon one of the moun-
*.tains which I will tell thee of

Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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The Holy One, blessed be He, who is One above, does not
take His seat upon the Throne of Glory, until She has en-
tered within the mystery of the One in accordance with His
very essence of Oneness, to be the One in One. This, as we
have said, is the significance of the words: “The L-rd is One,
”.and His Name is One

The Zohar; London, Soncino Press, 1933 (Public Domain)
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.HEAR, O ISRAEL: THE L-RD OUR GOD, THE L-RD IS ONE
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and the gates of the city shall be after the names of the tribes
of Israel; three gates northward: the gate of Reuben, one;
;the gate of Judah, one; the gate of Levi, one
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Even the darkness is not too dark for Thee, But the night
.shineth as the day; The darkness is even as the light
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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Let them praise the name of the L-RD, For His name alone is

.exalted; His glory is above the earth and heaven
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And one called unto another, and said: Holy, holy, holy, is

.the L-RD of hosts; The whole earth is full of His glory
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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Thine, O L-RD, is the greatness, and the power, and the glo-
ry, and the victory, and the majesty; for all that is in the
heaven and in the earth is Thine; Thine is the kingdom, O
.L-RD, and Thou art exalted as head above all

Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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Thou art the L-RD, even Thou alone; Thou hast made heav-
en, the heaven of heavens, with all their host, the earth and
all things that are thereon, the seas and all that is in them,
and Thou preservest them all; and the host of heaven wor-
.shippeth Thee
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If thou seest the oppression of the poor, and the violent per-
verting of justice and righteousness in the state, marvel not
at the matter; for one higher than the high watcheth, and

.there are higher than they
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So it came to pass on the day that Moses had®“ ,(Numb. 7:1)
finished.” Rav says, “Every place where it is stated, ‘So it
came to pass (wayehi),’ [is referring to] something new”; but
R. Simeon says, “Every place where it says, ‘So it came to
pass (wayehi)’ [is referring to] something which existed, has
ceased [to exist] for a long time, and has returned to be as it
was. 5:7. This text is related (to Cant. 5:1), “When I come to

... my garden, my sister bride.” R. Samuel bar

Midrash Tanchuma -- Torat Emet (Public Domain) - Townsend 1989
translation of Midrash Tanhuma, S. Buber Recension, edited and
supplemented by R. Francis Nataf (CC-BY)
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Therefore also one must pursue and run after the sinner and
“buy” him for a good price, in order that the filth of sin may
be purged away from him and the spirit of impurity, the em-
anation of the “other side”, be subdued. He who succeeds in
redeeming such a sinner can justly consider himself the
“creator” of the renewed and quickened soul, and such an
act is the greatest praise (of G-d) imaginable, and it exalts
the glory of the Holy One, blessed be He, more than any oth-
..er

The Zohar; London, Soncino Press, 1933 (Public Domain)
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And the L-RD shall be King over all the earth; In that day
.shall the L-RD be One, and His name one

Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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William Davidson, Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC)
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And He hath lifted up a horn for His people, A praise for all
His saints, Even for the children of Israel, a people near

.unto Him. Hallelujah
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And thou shalt love the L-RD thy G-d with all thy heart, and
.with all thy soul, and with all thy might

Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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A man is in duty bound to utter a benediction for the bad
even as he utters one for the good ; as it is said, "And thou
shalt love the L-rd thy G-d with all thy heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy might" (Deut. vi. 5) — "with all thy
heart," i.e. with thy two impulses, with the good and the evil
impulse ; "with all thy soul," i.e. even if He take thy soul;
... "with all thy might," i.e. with all thy wealth. Another

William Davidson, Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC) - Tractate Berakot by A.
Cohen, Cambridge University Press, 1921 (Public Domain)
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R. Levi b. Hamma said in the name of R. Simeon b. Lakish:
A man should always oppose [yargiz] the good impulse to
the evil impulse ; as it is said : "Tremble [rigzu] and sin not"
(ibid. iv. 5). If he conquer it, well and good ; but if not, let
him occupy himself with Torah ; as it is said, "Commune
with your own heart" (ibid.). Should this gain him the victo-
ry, well and good; but if not, let him read the Shema' ; as it is
.. ,said

William Davidson, Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC) - Tractate Berakot by A.
Cohen, Cambridge University Press, 1921 (Public Domain)
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And the Egyptians shall know that I am the L-RD, when I
stretch forth My hand upon Egypt, and bring out the chil-

*.dren of Israel from among them
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This is at variance with the opinion of R. Abbahu who said :
The place which the penitent occupy, the perfectly righteous
are unable to occupy ; as it is said, "Peace, peace to him that
is far off and to him that is near" — "to him that is far off
[from G-d]" first, and then "to him that is near." But R.
Johanan can reply : What means "To him that is far off"? To
him who was far off from transgression from the first ; and

... what

William Davidson, Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC) - Tractate Berakot by A.
Cohen, Cambridge University Press, 1921 (Public Domain)
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Let Israel rejoice in his Maker; Let the children of Zion be

Jjoyful in their King
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As one whom his mother comforteth, So will I comfort you;

.and ye shall be comforted in Jerusalem
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Command the children of Israel, and say unto them: My
food which is presented unto Me for offerings made by fire,
of a sweet savour unto Me, shall ye observe to offer unto Me
.in its due season
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Serve the L-RD with gladness; come before His presence
.with singing
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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because thou didst not serve the L-RD thy G-d with joyful-
ness, and with gladness of heart, by reason of the abundance
;of all things
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Thy lips, O my bride, drop honey— Honey and milk are un-
der thy tongue; And the smell of thy garments is like the
.smell of Lebanon
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There is a teaching in agreement with R. Jose b. R. Hannina:
Abraham instituted the morning Tefillah; as it is said, "And
Abraham got up early in the morning to the place where he
had stood" (Gen. xix. 27) — "standing" means prayer; as it is

... said, "Then

William Davidson, Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC) - Tractate Berakot by A.
Cohen, Cambridge University Press, 1921 (Public Domain)
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Who is a G-d like unto Thee, that pardoneth the iniquity, And
passeth by the transgression of the remnant of His heritage?
He retaineth not His anger for ever, Because He delighteth
. .in mercy
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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Only be stedfast in not eating the blood; for the blood is the

.life; and thou shalt not eat the life with the flesh
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « IPS 1917 (Public Domain)

7M2Wwa MmN BopPN oAt

TnRRT L2man X2 0oPPR LT 72wa 29 ;maws M oophr onar
.RAMX RO W 1M *A2wa MY AR o

©”:X"1 0°2°1n Psalms 51:19

:Man X 0°p9K 12711 12wa27 112w M0 0Py Nt

The sacrifices of G-d are a broken spirit; a broken and a con-
.trite heart, O G-d, Thou wilt not despise

Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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And it shall come to pass in that day, Saith the L-RD of hosts,
That I will cut off the names of the idols out of the land, And
they shall no more be remembered; And also I will cause the

.prophets And the unclean spirit to pass out of the land
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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It has been reported : R. Jose b. R. Hannina said : The
Patriarchs instituted the Tefillot. R. Joshua b. Levi said: The

Tefillot were instituted to correspond with the continual sac-
rifices. There is a teaching in agreement with both of them.
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for it cometh in vanity, and departeth in darkness, and the

;name thereof is covered with darkness
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Is Ephraim a darling son unto Me? Is he a child that is dan-
dled? For as often as I speak of him, I do earnestly remem-
ber him still; Therefore My heart yearneth for him, I will
.surely have compassion upon him, saith the L-RD
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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What means "all His benefits"? R. Abbahu said : [It means]
that He placed her breast in the place of understanding. For
what reason? Rab Judah said : So that [the child] may not
gaze at the place of nakedness. Rab Mattena said : So that it
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Then I saw that wisdom excelleth folly, as far as light excel-

.leth darkness
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They shall come with weeping, And with supplications will I
lead them; I will cause them to walk by rivers of waters, In a
straight way wherein they shall not stumble; For I am be-
.come a father to Israel, And Ephraim is My first-born
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In those days, and in that time, saith the L-RD, The children
of Israel shall come, They and the children of Judah togeth-
er; They shall go on their way weeping, And shall seek the
.L-RD their G-d
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And the glory of the L-RD shall be revealed, and all flesh
shall see it together; for the mouth of the L-RD hath spoken
vt
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Rabbi Judah said: an unmarried man must not tend cattle,
nor may two unmarried men sleep together under the same
cover. But the sages permit it. One whose business is with
women must not be alone with women. And one should not
teach his son a woman'’s trade. Rabbi Meir says: one should
always teach his son a clean and easy profession, and pray
to Him to whom wealth and property belong. For a profes-
sion does not contain [the potential for] poverty and wealth,

... for poverty is not due to

Torat Emet 357 (Public Domain) « Mishnah Yomit by Dr. Joshua Kulp (CC-
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There is a teaching in agreement with both of them. There is

a teaching in agreement with R. Jose b. R. Hannina:
Abraham instituted the morning Tefillah; as it is said, "And
Abraham got up early in the morning to the place where he
had stood" (Gen. xix. 27) — "standing" means prayer; as it is
said, "Then stood up Phineas and prayed" (Ps. cvi. 30).
Isaac instituted the afternoon Tefillah; as it is said, "And
Isaac went out to meditate in the field at eventide" (Gen.

... —XXiv. 63)

William Davidson, Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC) - Tractate Berakot by A.
Cohen, Cambridge University Press, 1921 (Public Domain)
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should not have to suck from a part of the body which is
foul. David looked upon the overthrow of the wicked and
composed a song ; as it is said, "Let sinners cease out of the

... earth, and let the wicked be

William Davidson, Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC) - Tractate Berakot by A.
Cohen, Cambridge University Press, 1921 (Public Domain)
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and I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob,
as G-d Almighty, but by My name Havayah I made Me not

.known to them
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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Even by the G-d of thy father, who shall help thee, And by
the Almighty, who shall bless thee, With blessings of heaven
above, Blessings of the deep that coucheth beneath,

.Blessings of the breasts, and of the womb
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And I have put My words in thy mouth, And have covered
thee in the shadow of My hand, That I may plant the heav-
ens, And lay the foundations of the earth, And say unto Zion:
*.“Thou art My people
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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.He subdueth peoples under us, and nations under our feet
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Except the G-d of my father, the G-d of Abraham, and the
Fear of Isaac, had been on my side, surely now hadst thou
sent me away empty. G-d hath seen mine affliction and the

*.labour of my hands, and gave judgment yesternight
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and in the morning, then ye shall see the glory of the L-RD;
for that He hath heard your murmurings against the L-RD;
’?and what are we, that ye murmur against us
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William Davidson, Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC)
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Pentateuch with Rashi's commentary by M. Rosenbaum and A.M.
Silbermann, 1929-1934 (Public Domain) - Pentateuch with Rashi's
commentary by M. Rosenbaum and A.M. Silbermann, 1929-1934 (Public
Domain)
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And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be

;upon thy heart
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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and his host, and those that were numbered of them, three-

;score and fourteen thousand and six hundred
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And thou shalt love the L-RD thy G-d with all thy heart, and

.with all thy soul, and with all thy might
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William Davidson, Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC)
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BUT BY MY NAME THE L-RD WAS I NOT 21% *nyTi1 8 11 *nen
My] *ny7in X? KNOWN TO THEM — It is not written here
>ny71 X7 I did not make known to them, but [name the L-rd
was I not known [unto them] —i. e. I ,[by My name, the L-rd]
was not recognised by them in My attribute of “keeping
which de- 71 faith”, by reason of which My name is called
notes that I am certain to substantiate My promise, for, in-
... deed, I made promises to
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