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Israel is the L-RD’S hallowed portion, His first-fruits of the
increase; all that devour him shall be held guilty, evil shall

.come upon them, saith the L-RD
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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Ye are the children of the L-RD your G-d: ye shall not cut
yourselves, nor make any baldness between your eyes for
.the dead
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And thou shalt say unto Pharaoh: Thus saith the L-RD: Israel

.is My son, My first-born
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O my dove, that art in the clefts of the rock, in the covert of
the cliff, Let me see thy countenance, let me hear thy voice;

*.For sweet is thy voice, and thy countenance is comely
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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The L-rd G-d cast a deep slumber upon the man, and he“
slept. He took one of his sides, and He closed it with flesh in
its place [tahtena]” (Genesis 2:21). “The L-rd G-d cast [hipil]
a deep slumber” - Rabbi Yehoshua of Sikhnin said in the
name of Rabbi Levi: The beginning of downfall [mapala] is
sleep. When a person sleeps, he does not toil in Torah and
does not do any work. literally means, “He caused to fall
down.” Rav said: There are three slumbers: the slumber of
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Thus saith the L-RD: The heaven is My throne, and the earth
is My footstool; where is the house that ye may build unto

?Me? And where is the place that may be My resting-place
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And when the voice of the horn waxed louder and louder,
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There are threescore queens, And fourscore concubines,

.And maidens without number
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I sleep, but my heart waketh; Hark! my beloved knocketh:
‘Open to me, my sister, my love, my dove, my undefiled; For
my head is filled with dew, My locks with the drops of the
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Israel is the L-RD’S hallowed portion, His first-fruits of the
increase; all that devour him shall be held guilty, evil shall

.come upon them, saith the L-RD
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For my brethren and companions' sakes, I will now say:

'.'Peace be within thee
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For when there is food below there is food above; it is as
though a king were to prepare a banquet for himself and an-
other for his servants, but were not to eat till his servants
ate. Hence the expression “sweet savour” (lit. savour of
pleasantness)- savour for the servants, pleasantness for the
L-rd. Hence we have learnt that Israel feed their Father in
heaven. And who are they that eat of the banquet of the
King? Who if not the souls of the righteous? R. Abba further
... discoursed on

The Zohar; London, Soncino Press, 1933 (Public Domain)
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.Their heart is gross like fat; But I delight in Thy law
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The L-rd G-d cast a deep slumber upon the man, and he*
slept. He took one of his sides, and He closed it with flesh in
its place [tahtena]” (Genesis 2:21). “The L-rd G-d cast [hipil]
a deep slumber” - Rabbi Yehoshua of Sikhnin said in the
name of Rabbi Levi: The beginning of downfall [mapala] is
sleep. When a person sleeps, he does not toil in Torah and

does not do any work. literally means, “He caused to fall
down.” Rav said: There are three slumbers: the slumber of

Daat Bereshit Rabbah (Public Domain) - The Sefaria Midrash Rabbah, 2022
(cc-BY)
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;For, lo, the winter is past, The rain is over and gone
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This is at variance with the opinion of R. Abbahu who said :
The place which the penitent occupy, the perfectly righteous
are unable to occupy ; as it is said, "Peace, peace to him that
is far off and to him that is near" — "to him that is far off
[from G-d]" first, and then "to him that is near." But R.
Johanan can reply : What means "To him that is far off"? To
him who was far off from transgression from the first ; and

... what

William Davidson, Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC) - Tractate Berakot by A.
Cohen, Cambridge University Press, 1921 (Public Domain)
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And thou shalt say unto Pharaoh: Thus saith the L-RD: Israel

.is My son, My first-born
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But wisdom, where shall it be found? And where is the place

?of understanding
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Ye are the children of the L-RD your G-d: ye shall not cut
yourselves, nor make any baldness between your eyes for
.the dead
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If ye walk in My statutes, and keep My commandments, and

;do them
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.Lift up your hands to the sanctuary, And bless ye the L-RD
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I am black, but comely, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, As the’
.tents of Kedar, As the curtains of Solomon
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The L-RD reigneth; He is clothed in majesty; The L-RD is
clothed, He hath girded Himself with strength; Yea, the
.world is established, that it cannot be moved
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let royal apparel be brought which the king useth to wear,
and the horse that the king rideth upon, and on whose head
;a crown royal is set
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G-d be gracious unto us, and bless us; May He cause His

face to shine toward us; Selah
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Who is as the wise man? and who knoweth the interpretation
of a thing? A man’s wisdom maketh his face to shine, And

.the boldness of his face is changed
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For with Thee is the fountain of life; In Thy light do we see
Jdight
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Look forth from Thy holy habitation, from heaven, and bless
Thy people Israel, and the land which Thou hast given us, as
Thou didst swear unto our fathers, a land flowing with milk
’.and honey
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And these are the kings that reigned in the land of Edom,
.before there reigned any king over the children of Israel
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A woman shall not wear that which pertaineth unto a man,
neither shall a man put on awoman’s garment; for whosoev-
er doeth these things is an abomination unto the L-RD thy
.G-d
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Now it came to pass on the third day, that Esther put on her
royal apparel, and stood in the inner court of the king’s
house, over against the king’s house; and the king sat upon
his royal throne in the royal house, over against the en-
.trance of the house
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And He said unto me: ‘Thou art My servant, Israel, in whom
*.Iwill be glorified
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I clothe the heavens with blackness, And I make sackcloth

.their covering
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G-d reigneth over the nations; G-d sitteth upon His holy

.throne
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And it shall be unto you for a fringe, that ye may look upon
it, and remember all the commandments of the L-RD, and
do them; and that ye go not about after your own heart and

;your own eyes, after which ye use to go astray
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speak, and say: Thus saith the L-rd GOD: Behold, I am
against thee, Pharaoh King of Egypt, The great dragon that
lieth In the midst of his rivers, That hath said: My river is

.mine own, And I have made it for myself
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And it came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the people go,
that G-d led them not by the way of the land of the
Philistines, although that was near; for G-d said: 'Lest the

’.people regret when they see war, and they return to Egypt
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And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him

.until the breaking of the day
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And thou shalt hang up the veil under the clasps, and shalt
bring in thither within the veil the ark of the testimony; and
the veil shall divide unto you between the holy place and the

.most holy
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A Song of Ascents. When the L-RD brought back those that

.returned to Zion, We were like unto them that dream
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For the mountains may depart, and the hills be removed;
but My kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall My
covenant of peace be removed, saith the L-RD that hath

.compassion on thee
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William Davidson, Vocalize:;:; Aramaic (CC-BY-NC)
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.And there was no king in Edom: a deputy was king
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We have learnt’, he said, ‘that on the day when the Sanctuary
on earth was laid waste and Israel went into captivity with
millstones on their necks and their hands bound behind
them, and the Community of Israel was banished from the
house of her Husband to follow them, when She came down
She said: “I will go in front and weep for my home and my
children and my Husband.” When she came down and saw
her home devastated and the blood of saints spilled in its
... midst and

The Zohar; London, Soncino Press, 1933 (Public Domain)
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If thou be righteous, what givest thou Him? Or what re-

?ceiveth He of thy hand
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And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be
;upon thy heart
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Bless the L-RD, O my soul. O L-RD my G-d, Thou art very
.great; Thou art clothed with glory and majesty
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and so through the voices of those warriors of hers her
Beloved comes forth from his palace with many gifts and
presents, with spices and incense, and comes to her and
finds her black and shrunken, without form or beauty. He
then draws near to her and embraces and kisses her until
she gradually revives from the scents and spices, and her
joy in having her Beloved with her, and she is built up and

.recovers her full form and beauty
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And ye shall not profane My holy name; but I will be hal-
lowed among the children of Israel: I am the L-RD who hal-
Jow you
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And thou shalt love the L-RD thy G-d with all thy heart, and
.with all thy soul, and with all thy might
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How manifold are Thy works, O L-RD! In wisdom hast Thou

.made them all; The earth is full of Thy creatures
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;For, lo, the winter is past, The rain is over and gone
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and I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob,
as G-d Almighty, but by My name Havayah I made Me not

.known to them
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O my dove, that art in the clefts of the rock, in the covert of
the cliff, Let me see thy countenance, let me hear thy voice;

*.For sweet is thy voice, and thy countenance is comely
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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Then they cried unto the L-RD in their trouble, And He de-

Jivered them out of their distresses
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A Song of Ascents. Out of the depths have I called Thee, O
.L-RD
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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And thou shalt love the L-RD thy G-d with all thy heart, and
.with all thy soul, and with all thy might
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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Abaye said: This rule was taught only with regard to the
curses in Leviticus, but the curses in Deuteronomy one may
interrupt [their reading]. What is the reason? The former are
stated in the plural and Moses said them on behalf of the
Almighty. The latter are stated in the singular, and Moses

.said them in his own name
William Davidson, Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC) - Daf Shevui (CCO)
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He then began to discourse on the verse: “The angel which
hath redeemed me from all evil bless the lads” (Gen. 48, 16).
‘These words’, he said, ‘were uttered by Jacob in the spirit of
holiness, and therefore they must contain some mystery of
wisdom.”Angel” is here one of the names of the Shekinah,
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Let them praise the name of the L-RD, For His name alone is
.exalted; His glory is above the earth and heaven
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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For with Thee is the fountain of life; In Thy light do we see

Jdight
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But wisdom, where shall it be found? And where is the place
?of understanding
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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And now, I pray Thee, let the power of the L-rd be great, ac-

:cording as Thou hast spoken, saying
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O my dove, that art in the clefts of the rock, in the covert of
the cliff, Let me see thy countenance, let me hear thy voice;

’.For sweet is thy voice, and thy countenance is comely
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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For He established a testimony in Jacob, And appointed a
law in Israel, Which He commanded our fathers, That they
;should make them known to their children
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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.Their heart is gross like fat; But I delight in Thy law

Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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Then I was by Him, as a nursling; And I was daily all delight,

,Playing always before Him
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applied to her when she is a messenger from on high and re-
ceives radiance from the supernal mirror, for then she is
blessed by the Father and Mother, who say to her: Daughter,

... g0, mind thy

The Zohar; London, Soncino Press, 1933 (Public Domain)
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And one called unto another, and said: Holy, holy, holy, is

.the L-RD of hosts; The whole earth is full of His glory
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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WHO GIVETH GOODLY WORDS. The Voice speaks to the
Utterance, there being no voice without utterance. This
Voice is sent from a deep recess above in order to guide the
Utterance, the two being related as general and particular.
The Voice issues from the south and speaks to the west, in-
heriting two sides, and therefore Moses said to Naphtali:
.“Possess thou the west and the south” (Deut. 33, 23)

The Zohar; London, Soncino Press, 1933 (Public Domain)
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Then sang Israel this song: Spring up, O well—sing ye unto it

Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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I am come into my garden, my sister, my bride; I have gath-
ered my myrrh with my spice; I have eaten my honeycomb
with my honey; I have drunk my wine with my milk. Eat, O
friends; Drink, yea, drink abundantly, O beloved
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Moses commanded us a law, An inheritance of the congrega-

.tion of Jacob
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And Eleazar the priest took the brazen fire-pans, which they
that were burnt had offered; and they beat them out for a
,covering of the altar
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There is a teaching : Abba Benjamin said : Throughout my
life T was most anxious about two things, viz., that my
Tefillah should be recited before my bed, and that my bed
should be placed between North and South. "That my
Tefillah should be recited before my bed." What means "be-
fore my bed" ? Is it to be supposed that it was actually in
front of the bed? But Rab Judah has said in the name of Rab

... (another version : R. Joshua b. Levi): Whence do we learn

William Davidson, Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC) - Tractate Berakot by A.
Cohen, Cambridge University Press, 1921 (Public Domain)
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Rabbi Eliezer ben Jacob said: he who performs one com- X9
mandment acquires for himself one advocate, and he who
commits one transgression acquires for himself one ac- W27 12 023 166

cuser. Repentance and good deeds are a shield against pun-
ishment. Rabbi Yochanan Hasandlar said: every assembly
which is for the sake of heaven, will in the end endure; and
every assembly which is not for the sake of heaven, will not

.endure in the end
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Binding his foal unto the vine, And his ass’s colt unto the
choice vine; He washeth his garments in wine, And his ves-

211 %3 TN NN DIPIR KN 172 ;ture in the blood of grapes
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for splendour and for beauty
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And the L-RD said: ‘Behold, they are one people, and they
have all one language; and this is what they begin to do; and
now nothing will be withholden from them, which they pur-

.pose to do
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And the L-RD went before them by day in a pillar of cloud, to
lead them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give
:them light; that they might go by day and by night
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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In the beginning, G-d created” - six items preceded the*
creation of the world; some of them were [actually] created,
and some of them G-d contemplated creating, [though He
did not actually do so]. The Torah and the Throne of Glory
were created. Torah, from where is it derived? As it is stated:
“The L-rd made me at the beginning of His way” (Proverbs
8:22). The Throne of Glory, from where is it derived? “Your
throne stands firm from earliest time, [You are from

.. ,eternity]” (Psalms 93:2). The patriarchs, Israel
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2022 (CC-BY)
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As an eagle that stirreth up her nest, Hovereth over her
young, Spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them, Beareth

—them on her pinions
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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And I will make thy pinnacles of rubies, and thy gates of car-

.buncles, and all thy border of precious stones
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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And while the children of Israel were in the wilderness, they
.found a man gathering sticks upon the sabbath day
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Blow the horn at the new moon, at the full moon for our

feast-day
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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The virgin of Israel is fallen, She shall no more rise; She is
.cast down upon her land, There is none to raise her up
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After two days will He revive us, On the third day He will

.raise us up, that we may live in His presence
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I sleep, but my heart waketh; Hark! my beloved knocketh:
‘Open to me, my sister, my love, my dove, my undefiled; For
my head is filled with dew, My locks with the drops of the
*.night
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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This is at variance with the opinion of R. Abbahu who said :
The place which the penitent occupy, the perfectly righteous
are unable to occupy ; as it is said, "Peace, peace to him that
is far off and to him that is near" — "to him that is far off
[from G-d]" first, and then "to him that is near." But R.
Johanan can reply : What means "To him that is far off"? To
him who was far off from transgression from the first ; and

... what

William Davidson, Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC) - Tractate Berakot by A.
Cohen, Cambridge University Press, 1921 (Public Domain)
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After two days will He revive us, On the third day He will

.raise us up, that we may live in His presence
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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The L-rd G-d cast a deep slumber upon the man, and he®
slept. He took one of his sides, and He closed it with flesh in
its place [tahtena]” (Genesis 2:21). “The L-rd G-d cast [hipil]
a deep slumber” - Rabbi Yehoshua of Sikhnin said in the
name of Rabbi Levi: The beginning of downfall [mapala] is
sleep. When a person sleeps, he does not toil in Torah and
does not do any work. literally means, “He caused to fall
down.” Rav said: There are three slumbers: the slumber of

Daat Bereshit Rabbah (Public Domain) « The Sefaria Midrash Rabbah, 2022
(cc-BY)
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Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion; for, lo, I come, and I’
.will dwell in the midst of thee, saith the L-RD

Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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When he came to her he found her in the dust. Seeing her
thus humiliated and yearning once more for her, the king
took her by the hand, raised her up, and brought her to his
palace, and swore to her that he would never part from her
again. So the Community of Israel, on all previous occasions
in which she was in exile, when the appointed time came,
used to return of herself to the King; but in this exile the
... Holy One, blessed be He, will himself take

The Zohar; London, Soncino Press, 1933 (Public Domain)
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In the West they interpret the verse thus: "She is fallen, but
she shall no more fall; rise, O virgin of Israel." Rab Nahman
b. Isaac said : Even so, David refers to it and finds support
for Israel in the Holy Spirit; as it is said, "The L-rd upholdeth
all that fall" (Ps. cxlv. 14). R. Eleazar b. Abina [also] said :
What is declared of [the angel] Michael is greater than what
is declared of Gabriel ; for of Michael it is written, "Then

... flew unto me one

William Davidson, Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC) - Tractate Berakot by A.
Cohen, Cambridge University Press, 1921 (Public Domain)
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Set me as a seal upon thy heart, As a seal upon thine arm;
For love is strong as death, Jealousy is cruel as the grave;
The flashes thereof are flashes of fire, A very flame of the
.L-RD

Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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O my dove, that art in the clefts of the rock, in the covert of
the cliff, Let me see thy countenance, let me hear thy voice;

’.For sweet is thy voice, and thy countenance is comely
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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She riseth also while it is yet night, and giveth food to her

.household, and a portion to her maidens
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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