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SEND THOU MEN — Why is the section dealing 2°wiX 72 n>w
with the spies put in juxtaposition with the section dealing
with Miriam’s punishment? To show the grievousness of the
spies’ sin: because she (Miriam) was punished on account of
the slander which she uttered against her brother, and these
sinners witnessed it and yet they did not take a lesson from
SEND THEE 1% nbw .her (Midrash Tanchuma, Sh'lach 5)
(more lit., for thyself) — i.e. according to your own judge-

... ment: I do not command you, but if

Pentateuch with Rashi's commentary by M. Rosenbaum and A.M.
Silbermann -- corrected vocalization (Public Domain) « Pentateuch with
Rashi's commentary by M. Rosenbaum and A.M. Silbermann, 1929-1934
(Public Domain)
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Now Jericho was straitly shut up because of the children of

—.Israel: none went out, and none came in
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And Joshua the son of Nun sent out of Shittim two spies se-
cretly, saying: ‘Go view the land, and Jericho.” And they
went, and came into the house of a harlot whose name was
.Rahab, and lay there
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Send thou men, that they may spy out the land of Canaan,’
which I give unto the children of Israel; of every tribe of
their fathers shall ye send a man, every one a prince among
’.them
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And the living creatures ran and returned as the appearance
.of a flash of lightning
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And who is like Thy people Israel, a nation one in the earth,
whom G-d went to redeem unto Himself for a people, to
make Thee a name by great and tremendous things, in dri-
ving out nations from before Thy people, whom Thou didst
.redeem out of Egypt
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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And ye went over the Jordan, and came unto Jericho; and the
men of Jericho fought against you, the Amorite, and the
Perizzite, and the Canaanite, and the Hittite, and the
Girgashite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite; and I delivered
.them into your hand
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And Abraham was old, well stricken in age; and the L-RD
.had blessed Abraham in all things
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Thine eyes did see mine unformed substance, And in Thy
book they were all written— Even the days that were fash-
.ioned, When as yet there was none of them
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21



18 Anxn « APWw nwAaD « 790 CvIPY

YR A2 702 MIYPRY TR WO NRYY MR RIT INNYI BN
,793977 RDI NAR NIN DOP>TX PW 1NN IR PR 227,870
Ninnit YW W 7070 99782 T8 IR Wh1 AN R
... 1102 TRIY TOR XM ,NI9PIM

William Davidson, Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC)

017 91982 79198 "1IR W oM

D3 ,7PYRY 11Y 13 w0 95 LPIN2 1TV 13 w0 awow Thbn pnye omn
M PRI YOI A PR MIZD 7ML ONTR WD ANTY IR
LD S 03P TP IR Roanw 9

R”17:17-977:1°0 X7 7M1 180 Zohar, Vayera 16:230-18:251
R. Hizkiah here discoursed on the verse: For he looketh to
the ends of the earth, and seeth under the whole heaven (Job
28, 24). ‘How incumbent it is’, he said, ‘upon the sons of
men to contemplate the works of the Almighty and to busy
themselves in the study of the Torah day and night, for
through him who thus busies himself the Almighty is glori-
fied on high and below. The Torah indeed is a tree of life for
all those who occupy themselves with it, affording them life

The Zohar; London, Soncino Press, 1933 (Public Domain)
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It is written, “Let the earth bring forth a living soul” (Gen. 1,
24), this being the portion from which David inherited and
became heir to the kingdom, as elsewhere explained. As has
been stated, the soul is linked with the spirit, and the spirit
with the super-soul. Happy those who obtain this noble her-
itage! Alas for the wicked whose souls do not even win them
this world, much less the world to come I Of them it is writ-
... ten, “And the souls of thine enemies shall he sling out

The Zohar; London, Soncino Press, 1933 (Public Domain)
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If a man were to give all the substance of his house for love,“
it would be utterly contemned”: this means that if the Holy
One, blessed be He, were to offer to the angels all the sub-
stance of His house in lieu of His uniting with the
Community of Israel, they would contemn it, since they have
no joy save in the hour when the Community of Israel unites
with the Holy One, blessed be He. When a man puts on the
... phylactery of the hand, he should stretch

The Zohar; London, Soncino Press, 1933 (Public Domain)
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All things fused of the four elements terminate in dissolu-
tion. In some instances, the dissolution will be in but few
days; in others, such dissolution will come to pass after
many years; but all that which was fused by them can not
avoid dissolution back into them. Even gold and platinum
cannot avoid termination and a return to the elements. The
process of such return is, part to fire, part to water, part to

.air and part to dust
Torat Emet 363 (Public Domain) - Mishnah Torah, Yod ha-hazakah, trans. by

Simon Glazer, 1927 (Public Domain)
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Who knows the spirit of the sons of man? Does it go up-“
ward? And the spirit of the animal, does it go downward to
the earth?” (Ecclesiastes 3:21). “Who knows the spirit of the
sons of man...?” It is taught: Both the soul of the righteous
and the soul of the wicked, all of them ascend on High; how-
ever, the souls of the righteous are placed in the treasury,
while the souls of the wicked are cast down to the earth, as
... Avigayil said to David, with divine inspiration: “May
Midrash Rabbah -- TE (Public Domain) » The Sefaria Midrash Rabbah, 2022
(cc-BY)
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R. Hizkiah and R. Jesse then rose and went on their way.
‘Verily,” they said, ‘when there are no righteous in the world,
the world is sustained only by the Scroll of the Law.’ R. Jesse
asked: ‘Why, when rain is wanted, do we go to the grave-
yards, seeing that it is forbidden to “inquire of the dead”
(Deut. 18, 11)?’ He replied: ‘You have not yet seen the “wing
of the Bird of Eden”.1r. Simeon. The “dead” here are those
... of the sinners of the heathens who are forever

The Zohar; London, Soncino Press, 1933 (Public Domain)
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And though man be risen up to pursue thee, and to seek thy
soul, yet the soul of my lord shall be bound in the bundle of
life with the L-RD thy G-d; and the souls of thine enemies,
.them shall he sling out, as from the hollow of a sling

Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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This constitutes the attainment of the rest and quietude of
the nephesh that is below, concerning which it is written:
“But the soul (nephesh) of my lord shall be bound in the
bundle of life with (et) the L-rd thy G-d” (I Sam. 25, 29); that
is to say, in the union symbolized by et (the first and the last
letters of the alphabet, signifying the union of all things),
.one being like unto another

The Zohar; London, Soncino Press, 1933 (Public Domain)
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The measure thereof is longer than the earth, and broader

.than the sea
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Set me as a seal upon thy heart, As a seal upon thine arm;
For love is strong as death, Jealousy is cruel as the grave;
The flashes thereof are flashes of fire, A very flame of the
.L-RD
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And his delight shall be in the fear of the L-RD; And he shall
not judge after the sight of his eyes, Neither decide after the
;hearing of his ears
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For My name’s sake will I defer Mine anger, And for My

.praise will I refrain for thee, that I cut thee not off
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Then Moses called for all the elders of Israel, and said unto
them: ‘Draw out, and take you lambs according to your fami-
lies, and kill the passover lamb
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Antigonus a man of Socho received [the oral tradition] from
Shimon the Righteous. He used to say: do not be like ser-
vants who serve the master in the expectation of receiving a
reward, but be like servants who serve the master without
the expectation of receiving a reward, and let the fear of

.Heaven be upon you
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William Davidson, Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC)
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Thine eyes did see mine unformed substance, And in Thy
book they were all written— Even the days that were fash-
.ijoned, When as yet there was none of them
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And G-d said: Let us make Man in our image, in our like-“
ness, and let them dominate over the fish of the sea, and
over the birds of the heavens, and over the animals, and
over all the earth, and over every crawling creature that
crawls upon the earth” (Genesis 1:26). “And G-d said: Let us
make Man in our image, in our likeness.” Rabbi Yohanan
began: “Back and front [ahor vakedem], You shaped me...”
(Psalms 139:5) - Rabbi Yohanan said: If a person merits, he
.. ,partakes of two worlds

Daat Bereshit Rabbah (Public Domain) - The Sefaria Midrash Rabbah, 2022
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And he said: ‘I heard Thy voice in the garden, and I was

*.afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself
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This is the esoteric explanation of the verse, “and they knew
that they were naked” (Gen. 3, 7), that is to say, that the glo-
rious raiment made of those days had been impaired and
none of them was left to clothe themselves with. And so it
was until Adam repented and G-d pardoned him and made
him other garments, but not of his days, as it is written:
“And G-d made Adam and his wife coats of skins and clothed
.them” (Gen. 3, 21)

The Zohar; London, Soncino Press, 1933 (Public Domain)
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In this case we may interpret the words “He shall bless the
house of Israel” to mean that G-d gives extra blessings to a
man who is married, in order that his wife may be blessed
through him, and so he receives two portions, one for him-
self and one for his wife.” R. Hizkiah discoursed on the
verse: “Thine eyes did see mine imperfect substance, and in
thy book they were all written, etc.” (Ps. 139, 16). ‘This
verse’, he said, ‘has been frequently expounded. All the
... souls which came

The Zohar; London, Soncino Press, 1933 (Public Domain)
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SEND THOU MEN — Why is the section dealing 0°wix 7% n>w
with the spies put in juxtaposition with the section dealing
with Miriam’s punishment? To show the grievousness of the
spies’ sin: because she (Miriam) was punished on account of
the slander which she uttered against her brother, and these
sinners witnessed it and yet they did not take a lesson from
SEND THEE 1% nbw .her (Midrash Tanchuma, Sh'lach 5)
(more lit., for thyself) — i.e. according to your own judge-
... ment: I do not command you, but if

Pentateuch with Rashi's commentary by M. Rosenbaum and A.M.
Silbermann -- corrected vocalization (Public Domain) « Pentateuch with
Rashi's commentary by M. Rosenbaum and A.M. Silbermann, 1929-1934
(Public Domain)
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These were the potters, and those that dwelt among planta-
tions and hedges; there they dwelt occupied in the king’s
.work
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of this mighty sea in four directions, and each has four as-
pects. A thousand rocks rise and sink every day from the
tide of that sea. Afterwards they are uprooted from it and go
to another sea. There is no number to those that cling to her
hair. Two sons suck from her every day who are called
“spies of the land”, and two daughters are at her feet, and
these cling to the sides of that litter. In her left hand are sev-
... enty branches that grow among the fishes
The Zohar; London, Soncino Press, 1933 (Public Domain)
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And Joshua the son of Nun sent out of Shittim two spies se-
cretly, saying: ‘Go view the land, and Jericho.” And they
went, and came into the house of a harlot whose name was
.Rahab, and lay there
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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Then the L-RD G-d formed man of the dust of the ground,
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man be-
.came a living soul
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Rabbi Simon in the name of Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi and
Rabbi Hama, father of Rabbi Hosea in the name of Rabbi:
Chronicles was given only to be expounded; that is what is
written: “The sons of Shela, son of Judah: Er, father of [avi]
Lekha” (I Chronicles 4:21) - the President of the Court [Av
Beit Din] of Lekha. “And Lada, father of [avi] Maresha” (I
Chronicles 4:21) - the President of the Court [Av Beit Din] of
Maresha. “And the families of the house of those who
... wrought

Midrash Rabbah -- TE (Public Domain) » The Sefaria Midrash Rabbah, 2022
(cc-BY)
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Formed" [Vayitzer] - [alluding to man’s] two inclinations“
[yetzarim], the good inclination and the evil inclination.
Were an animal to have two inclinations, when it would see a
person with a knife in his hand ready to slaughter it, it would
die of fright. But does man not have two inclinations [and
nevertheless does not die of fright]? Rabbi Hanina bar Ida
said: “He forms [yotzer] the spirit of man within him”
(Zechariah 12:1) - this teaches that a person’s soul is bound

... up [tzerura] within him. Were it not

Daat Bereshit Rabbah (Public Domain) - The Sefaria Midrash Rabbah, 2022
(cc-BY)
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of dirt [afar]” - [read the [The L-rd G-d formed the man]“
word] ofer, meaning a young man, as he was created in his
full form. Rabbi Elazar bar Rabbi Shimon said: Eve, too, was
created in her full form. Rabbi Yohanan said: Adam and Eve
were created [with the bodies of people who were] approxi-
mately twenty years old. Rabbi Huna said: [“Dirt [afar] from
the ground [adama]”]. and adama refer to earth, so what is
the significance of using both terms? Afar is a masculine
... word, adama is a

Daat Bereshit Rabbah (Public Domain) - The Sefaria Midrash Rabbah, 2022
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Devise not evil against thy neighbour, Seeing he dwelleth
.securely by thee
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but its inwards and its legs shall he wash with water; and the
priest shall make the whole smoke on the altar, for a burnt-
offering, an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the
.L-RD
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Wherefore they that speak in parables say: Come ye to

'Heshbon! Let the city of Sihon be built and established
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But now, O L-RD, Thou art our Father; we are the clay, and
.Thou our potter, and we all are the work of Thy hand
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Another matter: “Carve for yourself” - that is what is written:
“But now, L-rd, You are our Father; we are the clay, and You
are our Potter” (Isaiah 64:7). The Holy One blessed be He
said to Israel: ‘Now I am your Father? When you saw your-
selves in distress, you called me: Our Father.” They said to
Him: ‘Yes, as it is stated: “On the day of my distress I sought
the L-rd™ (Psalms 77:3). This is analogous to the son of a

... prominent doctor who encountered a lowly individual
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Shimon, his son, used to say: all my days I grew up among
the sages, and I have found nothing better for a person than
silence. Study is not the most important thing, but actions;
.whoever indulges in too many words brings about sin

Torat Emet 357 (Public Domain) « Mishnah Yomit by Dr. Joshua Kulp (CC-
BY)
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for, behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and, lo, my
sheaf arose, and also stood upright; and, behold, your

’.sheaves came round about, and bowed down to my sheaf
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Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told it to his brothers; and*“
they hated him even more” (Genesis 37:5). “He said to them:
Please, hear this dream that I dreamed” (Genesis 37:6).
“Joseph dreamed a dream.... He said to them: Please [na],
hear” - he said: In this manner the prophets will rebuke you:
“Hear now [na] what the L-rd is saying” (Micah 6:1) “Behold,
we were binding sheaves in the field, and behold, my sheaf
arose and also stood upright, and behold, your sheaves

... gathered around and prostrated themselves
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Esther had not yet made known her kindred nor her people;

as Mordecai had charged her; for Esther did the command-
ment of Mordecai, like as when she was brought up with him
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