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Ben Zoma said: Who is wise? He who learns from every
man, as it is said: “From all who taught me have I gained un-
derstanding” (Psalms 119:99). Who is mighty? He who sub-
dues his [evil] inclination, as it is said: “He that is slow to
anger is better than the mighty; and he that rules his spirit
than he that takes a city” (Proverbs 16:32). Who is rich? He
who rejoices in his lot, as it is said: “You shall enjoy the fruit
... of your labors, you shall be happy
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If a Jew wishes to purify and sanctify himself and truly ac-
cept the yoke of the Heavenly kingdom upon himself, let
him prepare himself with all his might to perform all 613
mitzvot with alacrity. Through their fulfillment the 613 or-
gans and veins of his soul will become perfected, as men-
tioned above. This is because if he lacks even one of the 248
positive mitzvot, he still lacks an organ of his soul. About
such a person scripture states, “A lacking which is incalcu-

... lable,” which is worse than the matter

Shaarei Kedusha (Public Domain) « Gates of Holiness, translated by Rabbi
Amiram Markel, 2013 (CC-BY)
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I have spoken with my heart, saying: Behold, I have*
amassed and added wisdom, beyond all who were before me
over Jerusalem; my heart has seen much wisdom and
knowledge” (Ecclesiastes 1:16). “I have spoken with my
heart” - the hearts sees, as it is stated: “My heart has seen
much.” The heart hears, as it is stated; “Give your servant an
understanding [shome’a] heart” (I Kings 3:9). The heart
speaks, as it is stated: “I have spoken with my heart.” The

... heart goes, as it is stated: “Didn’t my

Midrash Rabbah -- TE (Public Domain) - The Sefaria Midrash Rabbah, 2022
(cc-BY)
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will remind n°%°s COMMANDMENTS OF THE L-RD — The
one of all the commandments because the numerical value
is six hundred, and there are n°3°3 of the letters of the word
eight threads and five knots in the fringes, so that you have
six hundred and thirteen, which is also the number of the
The verb — 0322% *InX 190N X2 .commandments of the Torah
has the same meaning as in (Numbers 13:25), “and they re-
... (MNn) turned from searching
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I have spoken with my heart, saying: Behold, I have*
amassed and added wisdom, beyond all who were before me
over Jerusalem; my heart has seen much wisdom and
knowledge” (Ecclesiastes 1:16). “I have spoken with my
heart” - the hearts sees, as it is stated: “My heart has seen
much.” The heart hears, as it is stated; “Give your servant an
understanding [shome’a] heart” (I Kings 3:9). The heart
speaks, as it is stated: “I have spoken with my heart.” The

... heart goes, as it is stated: “Didn’t my

Midrash Rabbah -- TE (Public Domain) » The Sefaria Midrash Rabbah, 2022
(cc-BY)
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