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But for Rabbi also it is written "Hear, O Israel" ! He requires
it to establish the rule. Cause thine ear to hear what thou ut-
terest with thy lips. And the Sages ? They agree with him who
says that if one does not read [the Shema'] audibly, he has
still fulfilled his obligation. But for the Sages also it is writ-
ten "And these words shall be" ! They require it to establish
the rule that one must not read [the sentences of the Shema']
.out of order

William Davidson, Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC) - Tractate Berakot by A.
Cohen, Cambridge University Press, 1921 (Public Domain)
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And the tables were the work of G-d, and the writing was the
.writing of G-d, graven upon the tables
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Then the L-RD G-d formed man of the dust of the ground,
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man be-
.came a living soul
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Set me as a seal upon thy heart, As a seal upon thine arm;
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For love is strong as death, Jealousy is cruel as the grave;
The flashes thereof are flashes of fire, A very flame of the
.L-RD
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By the word of the L-RD were the heavens made; And all the

.host of them by the breath of His mouth
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and they saw the G-d of Israel; and there was under His feet
the like of a paved work of sapphire stone, and the like of the

.very heaven for clearness
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How manifold are Thy works, O L-RD! In wisdom hast Thou

.made them all; The earth is full of Thy creatures
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The L-RD by wisdom founded the earth; By understanding
.He established the heavens
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And thou shalt make a plate of pure gold, and engrave upon
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When he awakens he says : "O my G-d, the soul which Thou
hast given me is pure. Thou didst create it within me, Thou
didst breathe it into me, Thou preservest it within me, and
Thou wilt take it from me, but wilt restore it unto me here-
after. So long as the soul is within me, I will give thanks unto
Thee, O L-rd my G-d and G-d of my fathers, Sovereign of all
worlds, L-rd of all souls. Blessed art Thou, O L-rd, Who
... restorest souls unto dead
William Davidson, Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC) - Tractate Berakot by A.
Cohen, Cambridge University Press, 1921 (Public Domain)
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And Joshua said unto all the people: ‘Thus saith the L-RD,
the G-d of Israel: Your fathers dwelt of old time beyond the
River, even Terah, the father of Abraham, and the father of
.Nahor; and they served other gods
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And I took your father Abraham from beyond the River, and

led him throughout all the land of Canaan, and multiplied
.his seed, and gave him Isaac
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And a river went out of Eden to water the garden; and from

.thence it was parted, and became four heads
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And Israel themselves are in two grades, corresponding to
the two grades of the Torah, the disclosed and the undis-
closed. To all who have been circumcised and stamped with
the holy impress, we impart those things in the Torah which
are on the surface, the letters and the plain contents and the
precepts, and no more. This is indicated in the words, “He
."telleth his words to Jacob
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In the beginning, G-d created” - six items preceded the“
creation of the world; some of them were [actually] created,
and some of them G-d contemplated creating, [though He
did not actually do so]. The Torah and the Throne of Glory
were created. Torah, from where is it derived? As it is stated:
“The L-rd made me at the beginning of His way” (Proverbs
8:22). The Throne of Glory, from where is it derived? “Your
throne stands firm from earliest time, [You are from

.. ,eternity]” (Psalms 93:2). The patriarchs, Israel

Wikisource Bereshit Rabbah (CC-BY-SA) - The Sefaria Midrash Rabbah,
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And a river went out of Eden to water the garden; and from
.thence it was parted, and became four heads
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This heap be witness, and the pillar be witness, that I will not
pass over this heap to thee, and that thou shalt not pass over

.this heap and this pillar unto me, for harm
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Imagine a king who had an only son whom he united in
marriage to a noble lady. What did his mother do? All that
night she spent in her storeroom, and she brought forth
therefrom a noble crown set with seventy precious stones to
crown him with; she brought forth silken garments and clad
him therewith and adorned him royally. Then she went to
the bride and saw how her maidens were arranging her
crown and her garments and her jewels. She said to them: I
... have prepared a bath

The Zohar; London, Soncino Press, 1933 (Public Domain)
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And I took your father Abraham from beyond the River, and
led him throughout all the land of Canaan, and multiplied
.his seed, and gave him Isaac
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and lifted up”, from the side of Abraham; “and shall be*“
.high”, from the side of Isaac; “very”, from the side of Jacob

The Zohar; London, Soncino Press, 1933 (Public Domain)
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And Israel saw the great work which the L-RD did upon the
Egyptians, and the people feared the L-RD; and they be-
lieved in the L-RD, and in His servant Moses
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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And the L-RD said unto Moses: ‘Now shalt thou see what I
will do to Pharaoh; for by a strong hand shall he let them go,

’.and by a strong hand shall he drive them out of his land
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If, over fruits of the earth, etc. This is evident ! Rab Nahman
b. Isaac said : It is only necessary for R. Judah who declares
that wheat is a kind of tree ; for there is a teaching : The tree
from which Adam ate was — so says R. Meir — the vine, be-
cause thou hast nothing which brings lamentation upon
man as does wine; as it is said, "And he drank of the wine,
and was drunken" (Gen. ix. 21). R. Nehemiah says: It was the
... fig-tree

William Davidson, Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC) - Tractate Berakot by A.
Cohen, Cambridge University Press, 1921 (Public Domain)
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Behold, My servant shall prosper, He shall be exalted and

Jifted up, and shall be very high

Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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And thou shalt love the L-RD thy G-d with all thy heart, and
.with all thy soul, and with all thy might
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As an eagle that stirreth up her nest, Hovereth over her
young, Spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them, Beareth

—them on her pinions
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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so that I come back to my father’s house in peace, then shall

,the L-RD be my G-d
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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and this stone, which I have set up for a pillar, shall be
G-d’s house; and of all that Thou shalt give me I will surely

’.give the tenth unto Thee
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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When he awakens he says : "O my G-d, the soul which Thou
hast given me is pure. Thou didst create it within me, Thou
didst breathe it into me, Thou preservest it within me, and
Thou wilt take it from me, but wilt restore it unto me here-
after. So long as the soul is within me, I will give thanks unto
Thee, O L-rd my G-d and G-d of my fathers, Sovereign of all
worlds, L-rd of all souls. Blessed art Thou, O L-rd, Who
... restorest souls unto dead

William Davidson, Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC) - Tractate Berakot by A.
Cohen, Cambridge University Press, 1921 (Public Domain)
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Shimon the Righteous was one of the last of the men of the
great assembly. He used to say: the world stands upon three
things: the Torah, the Temple service, and the practice of

.acts of piety

Torat Emet 357 (Public Domain) « Mishnah Yomit by Dr. Joshua Kulp (CC-
BY)
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If ye walk in My statutes, and keep My commandments, and

;do them
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And they gave them drink in vessels of gold—the vessels be-

ing diverse one from another—and royal wine in abundance,

.according to the bounty of the king
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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For we must needs die, and are as water spilt on the ground,
which cannot be gathered up again; neither doth G-d re-
spect any person; but let him devise means, that he that is
.banished be not an outcast from him
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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Binding his foal unto the vine, And his ass’s colt unto the
choice vine; He washeth his garments in wine, And his ves-
;ture in the blood of grapes
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And the Jews took upon them to do as they had begun, and
;as Mordecai had written unto them

Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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And the living creatures ran and returned as the appearance

.of a flash of lightning
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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then I will give your rains in their season, and the land shall
yield her produce, and the trees of the field shall yield their
fruit

Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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And I will walk among you, and will be your G-d, and ye shall

.be My people

Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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Then he said: ‘Go, borrow thee vessels abroad of all thy

.neighbours, even empty vessels; borrow not a few
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And it came to pass, when the vessels were full, that she said
unto her son: ‘Bring me yet a vessel.” And he said unto her:

.‘There is not a vessel more.’ And the oil stayed
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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And Moses wrote their goings forth, stage by stage, by the
commandment of the L-RD; and these are their stages at

.their goings forth
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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Behold, I am sending an angel before you to protect you*
along the way and to take you to the place that I have pre-
pared” (Exodus 23:20). “Behold, I am sending an angel” -
that is what is written: “I had said: You are divine beings”
(Psalms 82:6). Had Israel waited for Moses and not per-
formed that act, there would have been no exiles, and the
angel of death would not have had dominion over them.
Likewise it says, “[The tablets were the work of G-d] and the
... script was

Daat Shemot Rabbah (Public Domain) - The Sefaria Midrash Rabbah, 2022
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The tablets were the work of G-d and the writing was the“
writing of G-d, engraved on the tablets” (Exodus 32:16).
“The tablets were the work of G-d.” Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi
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The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; And he that is wise
.winneth souls

Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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Joseph is a fruitful vine, A fruitful vine by a fountain; Its

. .branches run over the wall
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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And I will make thy pinnacles of rubies, and thy gates of car-

.buncles, and all thy border of precious stones
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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These are the stages of the children of Israel, by which they
went forth out of the land of Egypt by their hosts under the

.hand of Moses and Aaron
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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come, in which is every kind of freedom. Had not the tablets

been broken, the world would not have suffered as it subse-
... quently did, and the Israelites

The Zohar; London, Soncino Press, 1933 (Public Domain)

mmen Py nan 115

MM BY M MAPnD 131 P AMIIRAY I SYupn TR |

Y7W-T70W:’A 0°VOWN M 190 Zohar, Mishpatim 3:364-370

As to the words “graven upon the tables” (harut’al ha-
luhoth), it has already been pointed out that this phrase
contains an allusion to heruth-that is, freedom. Freedom
from what? From the angel of death, from subjection to the
kingdoms of this world, from all things earthly and from all
things evil. And what is freedom? It is the seal of the world to
come, in which is every kind of freedom. Had not the tablets
been broken, the world would not have suffered as it subse-
... quently did, and the Israelites

The Zohar; London, Soncino Press, 1933 (Public Domain)
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Similarly, it is written: “And ye shall hallow the fiftieth year
and proclaim freedom throughout all the land” (Lev. 25, 10).
Freedom emanates from this fiftieth year to all, and because
of this the Torah which proceeded from that fiftieth day is
called “Freedom”. Concerning this it is written, “Graven
(haruth) upon the tablets”, which word haruth contains the
same letters as heruth, which is Freedom, and the
Decalogue, which is the essence of the Law, is thus given its
due appellation, because whatever this supernal day brings

... forth is

The Zohar; London, Soncino Press, 1933 (Public Domain)
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Nay, but for that sin Israel would have been, then and forev-
er, that which the Holy One had ordained them to be; name-
ly, pure as the angels and free from all evil: free from death
.and free from the dominion of earthly powers

The Zohar; London, Soncino Press, 1933 (Public Domain)
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R. Eleazar said that the word beshagam (for that he) signifies
Moses, who caused the moon to shine, and this enabled men
to abide in the world for great length of days. AND HIS DAYS
SHALL BE A HUNDRED AND TWENTY YEARS. This is an al-
lusion to Moses, through whose agency the Law was given
and who thus bestowed life on men from the tree of life. And
in truth had Israel not sinned, they would have been proof

likuteitorah.com/he/likkutei-torah/bechukosai/2/
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said: Each and every day, a Divine Voice emerges from
Mount Horev and proclaims: ‘Woe unto the creations for the
affront to the Torah, as anyone who does not regularly en-
gage in the Torah is ostracized from before the Holy One
blessed be He,’ as it is stated: “The tablets were the work of

... G-d.”; see Tanhuma, Ki

Daat Shemot Rabbah (Public Domain) - The Sefaria Midrash Rabbah, 2022
(cc-BY)
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of the
Tabernacle” - what are “these”? When the Holy One blessed

Another matter: “These are the reckonings
be He gave the Torah to Israel, they did not warrant having
the angel of death have dominion over them, as it is stated:
“Engraved [harut] on the tablets” (Exodus 32:16). What is
harut? Rabbi Yehuda says: Freedom [herut] from exile.
Rabbi Nehemya says: Freedom from the angel of death.
Rabbi Pinhas ben Hama said in the name of Rabbi Yohanan

... :in the name of Rabbi Eliezer son of Rabbi Yosei HaGelili

Daat Shemot Rabbah (Public Domain) - The Sefaria Midrash Rabbah, 2022
(cc-BY)
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Said R. Judah: ‘When it says that the “writing was... graven
upon the tablets” (Ex. 32, 16), it means that the tablets were
pierced, so that the writing could be seen from either side;
the writing formed an engraving within an engraving.’
According to R. Abba, it was possible from one side to see
.the other side, and read the writing thereon

The Zohar; London, Soncino Press, 1933 (Public Domain)
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As to the words “graven upon the tables” (harut’al ha-
luhoth), it has already been pointed out that this phrase
contains an allusion to heruth-that is, freedom. Freedom
from what? From the angel of death, from subjection to the
kingdoms of this world, from all things earthly and from all
things evil. And what is freedom? It is the seal of the world to
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against death, since the tree of life had been brought down

The Zohar; London, Soncino Press, 1933 (Public Domain)
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Such a one also obtains deliverance from the angel of death,
who has no power over him. (You may object, What of the
martyrs who suffered in times of persecution, such as R.
Akibah and his colleagues? These suffered, however, under
a special decree from on high in accordance with a special
purpose.) Assuredly, had Adam held fast to the tree of life,
which is nothing else but the Torah, he would not have
brought death upon himself and upon the rest of the world.
... Hence, in connection with the

The Zohar; London, Soncino Press, 1933 (Public Domain)
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then I will command My blessing upon you in the sixth year,

.and it shall bring forth produce for the three years
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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None hath beheld iniquity in Jacob, Neither hath one seen
perverseness in Israel; The L-RD his G-d is with him, And
.the shouting for the King is among them
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « IPS 1917 (Public Domain)

56



LikuteiTorah.com

nsT°onn nwaon

Lttty Rl

YA 139w 02N 1007 DR NP2y DINT IR0 YR NP915 NRT AT

The Hebrew text of Likkutei Torah: © Kehot Publication Society, via Sefaria, CC BY-NC 4.0; formatting adapted.
.CC BY 4.0 :nip My °22 ,wmipi Nwn 115w “23IR 1 D1INT 710D 1000 v nvay? 1w ouann
.CC BY-NC 4.0 :0°7%°% Tinym m>xrwn ,771°pon oy 119w 0°7R°30

The notes: Kehot’s marei mekomos (“Sources and References”, including the Rebbe’s notes) © Kehot Publication Society, via
Sefaria, CC BY-NC 4.0; formatting adapted; our notes on them: CC BY-NC 4.0.

Sefaria: Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA); The Holy Scriptures: A New Translation (JPS 1917) 797 ,0°0018n m<pn
(Public Domain); Sifsei Chachomim Chumash, Metsudah Publications, 2009 (CC-BY-NC); William Davidson Edition -
Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC); Tractate Berakot by A. Cohen, Cambridge University Press, 1921 (Public Domain); Kehot
Publication Society (CC-BY-NC); Wikisource Talmud Bavli (CC-BY-SA); Tikkunei Zohar - Vocalized (Public Domain); Sefer Etz
Chaim (Public Domain); Constantinople, 1740 (CC-BY-NC); The Zohar; London, Soncino Press, 1933 (Public Domain);
Wikisource Bereshit Rabbah (CC-BY-SA); The Sefaria Midrash Rabbah, 2022 (CC-BY); Torat Emet 357 (Public Domain);

.Mishnah Yomit by Dr. Joshua Kulp (CC-BY); Pardes Rimonim (Public Domain); Daat Shemot Rabbah (Public Domain)

.Mom® 110N slikuteitorah.com™ Kehot Publication Society 11782 ,01°na y221121 02717 ,ponyn? amn .CC BY-NC 4.0 17715 m17nnn

/https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

178 RN PP L, (openai/gpt-6-luna-pro:batch) n°mar®n n1°2 ntya likuteitorah.com Sw N9aIRT 7ITARD MYl N°12Y° DN
PRI NIYR I PITAY w0 W 12T 0 .NPWAIR 197y 13y KD 1Ty LprTab

Sichah of Shabbos Parshas Vayakhel 5725 -) 1> nyaw® n’p‘?mn ,$12W 1NN ,«N>T°0N7 ARy ,312WN NWAD PNRNR DX TIN9H wpP°1°291
/likuteitorah.com/about/the-chassidishe-parsha :°31971 n15721 , 715 7% .(Toras Menachem vol. 42, pp. 306-309

likuteitorah.com © .2v"1X21"? N>>1807 X Sefaria™ ,N”P® W 1R .17°97 18D PX 210N K21 71370 DR

Nlikuteitorah.com/he/likkutei-torah/bechukosai/2 7107

71200 wIpIn

5731 IANDTINIW PrR® M7 027 DAPNT 1IRAT 1290 WP

P 1% %37 ,°377 73R

likuteitorah.com/he/likkutei-torah/bechukosai/2/ 57



