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And the L-RD saw that the wickedness of man was great in
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This occasioned the sages to say that all miracles which devi-
ate from the natural course of events, whether they have al-
ready occured, or, according to promise, are to take place in
the future, were fore-ordained by the Divine Will during the
six days of creation, nature being then so constituted that
those miracles which were to happen really did afterwards
take place. Then, when such an occurence happened at its
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An analogy: A king had a field and gave it to tenant-farmers,
who began to steal from it — upon which he gave it to their
sons — who began to be worse than the first. When a son was
born to him, he said to them: Get out of what is mine. You
cannot remain there. Give me my portion so that I can recog-
nize it. Similarly, when our father Abraham came to the
... world, there issued from
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Set me as a seal upon thy heart, As a seal upon thine arm;
For love is strong as death, Jealousy is cruel as the grave; The
.flashes thereof are flashes of fire, A very flame of the L-RD
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.But I was brutish, and ignorant; I was as a beast before Thee
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proper time, it may have been regarded as an absolute inno-
... vation, whereas in reality it was not., V, 6, which
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He that sacrificeth unto the gods, save unto the L-RD only,

.shall be utterly destroyed
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Many waters cannot quench love, Neither can the floods
drown it; If a man would give all the substance of his house

for love, He would utterly be contemned
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Through wisdom is a house builded; And by understanding it

;is established
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.and pleasant riches
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And the damsel was very fair to look upon, a virgin, neither

had any man known her; and she went down to the fountain,

.and filled her pitcher, and came up
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But wisdom, where shall it be found? And where is the place
?of understanding
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Blessed be the L-rd, day by day He beareth our burden, Even

the G-d who is our salvation. Selah
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Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: In the world to come the Holy
One, Blessed be He, will make each righteous person inherit
three hundred and ten worlds, for it is written: "That I may
cause those that love me to inherit yesh (numerical value of;
and that I may fill their treasuries" (Proverbs 8:21. Rabbi
Shimon ben Halafta said: the Holy One, Blessed be He,
found no vessel that could contain blessing for Israel save
that of peace, as it is written: "The L-rd will give strength
.. ;unto his people
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The law of truth was in his mouth, And unrighteousness was
not found in his lips; He walked with Me in peace and up-

.rightness, And did turn many away from iniquity
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And when the L-RD saw that he turned aside to see, G-d
called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said:

".‘Moses, Moses.” And he said: ‘Here am I
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Now these are the last words of David: The saying of David
the son of Jesse, And the saying of the man raised on high,
The anointed of the G-d of Jacob, And the sweet singer of
:Israel
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