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T H E  B I G  I D E A

The soul’s bond with G-d is a dance of ratzo and shov, running toward Him and re‐

turning into life. The festivals of Tishrei trace this dance, and Shemini Atzeres is its

goal: the fiery love of the Days of Awe is carried into the settled “return” of Torah

and mitzvos, where G-d’s kingship is revealed below.

Each section: the Hebrew, then the translation, then a short explanation under a gold rule. Small numbers in the Hebrew are the

notes at the end.

T H E  M A A M A R  I N  B R I E F

Why must Shemini Atzeres, when the year’s blessing is received, be preceded by Rosh HaShanah, Yom

Kippur and Sukkos? The Alter Rebbe answers with the image of a circle dance, in which moving apart

serves coming together. The soul has two aspects: “before,” rooted in G-d’s thought beyond the worlds,

which gives every Jew a hidden, fiery love in the inner heart; and “behind,” its descent to the lowest

place. Service means bringing that hidden love into the light. Rosh HaShanah is the distance of self-

reckoning; Yom Kippur brings face-to-face closeness through the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy; on

Sukkos G-d’s great love embraces us but “freezes” into the ice of mitzvos, the stage of shov, which risks

growing cold. On Shemini Atzeres renewed fiery love melts the ice into flowing water: the rain of bless‐

ing, the Oral Torah, and the revelation of G-d’s kingship among His people. “He sent the people away”

is this kingship drawn into daily life from the level of the “eighth day,” above the seven.

O U T L I N E

1 The dance of ratzo and shov

Knesses Yisrael’s joy is like a circle dance. The soul’s aspects of “before” and “behind” give every Jew a

hidden, fiery love that is felt in prayer and otherwise shelters him like shade; service means drawing it into

light, through ratzo that reveals and shov that stores the light in Torah and mitzvos.

¶1–3

2 Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur

Service begins with the distance of Rosh HaShanah, “the left hand pushes away,” through honest self-

reckoning. This leads to Yom Kippur’s face-to-face closeness, when the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy whiten

sins like snow and the inner heart, which needs no food, is revealed.

¶4–7

3 Sukkos as ice, Shemini Atzeres as flowing water

On Sukkos G-d’s great love embraces us and “freezes” into ice: love clothed in mitzvos, like an idea in a para‐

ble or the partition between worlds. Ice can turn cold, so renewed fiery love must melt it; on Shemini Atzeres

it flows as rain and as Torah.

¶8
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4 “He sent the people away”: drawing down kingship

There is no king without a people, so G-d’s kingship is drawn into the world through shov. Every mitzvah

both raises sparks and draws down the royal crown, and the “eighth day,” above the seven attributes, is the

lofty source that lets this reach the lowest level.

¶9–11

5 Blessing, tents and joy

The purpose of creation is shov, a dwelling below: “they blessed the king” through the Oral Torah, “went

to their tents” as G-d’s dwelling, and became “joyful and glad of heart” as the hidden love was revealed.

The same rhythm of distance and nearness runs through the wording of every blessing.

¶12–13

6 Summary

A short outline of the four sections, adding that shov rises above ratzo, and that az (alef and zayin) marks

Shemini Atzeres as the one above the seven, as in Yaakov’s leaving Be’er Sheva and the eight days of

Chanukah.

¶14–17

K E Y  C O N C E P T S

Ratzo and shov (running and returning) רצוא ושוב
The soul’s rhythm: the upward rush of longing for G-d,

and the return into life to serve Him in the world through

Torah and mitzvos.

“Behind and before” (achor vakedem) אחור וקדם
The soul’s two aspects: first in G-d’s intention, rooted be‐

yond the worlds, and last in the order of creation, clothed

in the physical.

The hidden things of the heart תעלומות לב
The fiery love above reason, hidden in the inner point of

every Jew’s heart; aroused in prayer and otherwise felt

only as encompassing “shade.”

Ice (kerach) קרח
Divine love or wisdom “frozen” into a graspable form: the

partition between Atzilus and Beriah, a concept clothed in

a parable, and love clothed in practical mitzvos. Its danger

is coldness.

Face to face פנים בפנים
The relationship in which a person’s inner self is turned to

G-d’s inner will, revealed on Yom Kippur; its opposite is

turning “the back of the neck,” an inner attachment to the

physical.

No king without a people אין מלך בלא עם
G-d’s kingship requires subjects who accept it, so it is

drawn into the world through the settled service of shov.

The eighth day ביום השמיני
A level above the seven emotive attributes, the source

from which the highest revelation reaches the lowest; the

alef of az added to the zayin of Sukkos.
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S E C T I O N  1  ·  ¶ 1 – 3

The dance of ratzo and shov

2 וגו׳ )ועיין מזה ,3 ביום השמיני שלח את העם ויברכו את המלך1 וילכו לאהליהם שמחים וטובי לב4,

בגמרא פ״ב ]פרק ב׳[ דשבת ד״ל ע״א פ״ק ]פרק קמא[ דמ״ק ]דמועד קטן[ ד״ט ע״א במדרש רבה פ׳ נח פל״ה
5 במגלת אסתר בפסוק כטוב לב המלך(

“On the eighth day he sent the people away, and they blessed the king and went to their tents joyful

and glad of heart,” etc. (See on this in the Gemara, chapter 2 of Shabbos, folio 30a; chapter 1 of

Moed Katan, folio 9a; in Midrash Rabbah, Parshas Noach, chapter 35; and in Megillas Esther, on

the verse “when the king’s heart was merry.”)

The maamar opens with the verse that closes King Shlomo’s dedication of the Temple: on “the eighth day,”

the day after the seven days of Sukkos, that is, Shemini Atzeres, he sent the people home and they blessed

the king. The Gemara (Shabbos 30a; Moed Katan 9a) reads their joy as the joy of being forgiven: that year

they had not kept the fast of Yom Kippur because of the dedication feast, and a heavenly voice told them they

were all destined for the World to Come.

הנה בשמיני עצרת מקבלים כל ישראל שפע הנהגתם בתורתם ועבודתם על כל השנה והוא ענין מוריד

הגשם שאומרים משמיני עצרת עד הפסח ומשם ואילך מוריד הטל.

Now, on Shemini Atzeres all Israel receive the flow [of influence] for their conduct in their Torah

and their divine service for the whole year. This is the matter of “He causes the rain to fall,” which

is said from Shemini Atzeres until Pesach; and from then on, “He causes the dew to fall.”

Shemini Atzeres is when the Jewish people receive the whole year’s flow of divine influence for their Torah

and service. The Alter Rebbe links this to the prayer “He causes the rain to fall,” begun on Shemini Atzeres:

rain, a strong outpouring from above, stands for this abundant flow, while the gentler “dew” is said from

Pesach on.

והנה בכל שנה ושנה צריך להיות תחלה ראש השנה ויום כפור וסוכות ואח״כ שמיני עצרת

Now, every single year there must first be Rosh HaShanah, Yom Kippur and Sukkos, and afterwards

Shemini Atzeres.

This sets the question the maamar will answer: why must the receiving of Shemini Atzeres be preceded,

every year, by the sequence of Rosh HaShanah, Yom Kippur and Sukkos?

1
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והענין כי הנה כתיב אז תשמח בתולה במחול6 וגו׳. בתולה היא בחי׳ כנסת ישראל מקור כל נשמות

ישראל

The explanation is as follows. It is written, “Then the maiden shall rejoice in the dance,” etc. “The

maiden” is the level of Knesses Yisrael, the source of all the souls of Israel.

The answer begins with Jeremiah’s prophecy of the return from exile, “Then the maiden shall rejoice in the

dance” (Jeremiah 31:13). “The maiden” is Knesses Yisrael, the collective source of all Jewish souls; her joy is

the joy of the soul in its bond with G-d.

)וע׳ בתד״א ]בתנא דבי אליהו[ ח״א ]חלק א׳[ פכ״ו ובזהר פ׳ אמור דפ״ט ע״א וסע״ב ]וסוף עמוד ב[ בלא פגימו7

כו׳ ועי׳ ]ועיין[ ס״פ פנחס דרנ״ח ריש ע״ב ע״פ והקרבתם עולה8 ועשיתם עולה9 ועיין במאורי אור אות

ב׳ סי׳ מ״ד(

(See Tanna deVei Eliyahu, Part 1, chapter 26; the Zohar, Parshas Emor, folio 89a and the end of

side b, on “without blemish,” etc.; see the end of Parshas Pinchas, folio 258, the beginning of side

b, on “You shall offer a burnt offering” and “You shall make a burnt offering”; and see Me’orei Or,

letter Beis, section 44.)

A parenthesis sends the reader to Tanna deVei Eliyahu, a Midrash; to the Zohar in Emor, which requires the

High Priest to marry a maiden “without blemish”; to the Zohar at the end of Pinchas, which calls Shavuos

the day “the bride enters the canopy”; and to Me’orei Or, a lexicon of Kabbalistic terms arranged by letter.

ובמחול יש לו ב׳ פירושים הא׳ הוא לשון מחית עון. והב׳ הוא כפשוטו לשון ריקוד במחולות )ועיין

ברבות בשה״ש ]בשיר השירים[ ע״פ כמחולת המחנים(

“In the dance” (bamachol) has two meanings. The first is in the sense of forgiveness (mechilah) of

sin. The second is its plain sense: dancing in circles (mecholos). (See the Midrash Rabbah on the

Song of Songs, on the verse “like the dance of the two camps.”)

The word machol (“dance”) is read two ways: as mechilah, forgiveness of sin, and in its plain sense, a circle

dance. The Midrash on “the dance of the two camps” in the Song of Songs is cited for the image of the dance.
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ורצה לומר ששמחת כנסת ישראל בה עושה הוא כמו ע״ד משל שמרקדים במחול שמתרחק האחד

מחבירו וחוזר ומתקרב והריחוק הוא סיבת הקירוב לפי שאינו ריחוק אמיתי שאין הריחוק פנימיות

המכוון אלא שדרך ריקוד כך הוא

That is to say, the joy of Knesses Yisrael in her Maker is like, by way of analogy, those who dance in

a circle: one moves away from the other and comes back and draws near, and the moving away is

the cause of the drawing near, since it is not a true distance, for the distance is not the inner intent;

rather, this is simply the way of dancing.

The joy of Knesses Yisrael with her Maker is like a circle dance: the dancers step away from each other only

in order to come back together. The moving apart is part of the dance and serves the coming together, be‐

cause distance is not its inner intent.

)ועמ״ש בד״ה ביום השמע״צ ]השמיני עצרת[ ע״פ בן חכם ישמח אב( וכך הוא ענין שמחת כנסת ישראל

בבחינת ריחוק וקירוב ולא ריחוק ממש ח״ו ]חס ושלום[ אלא בבחי׳ רצוא ושוב לפי שא״א להיות תמיד

בבחי׳ רצוא.

(See what is explained in the maamar beginning “On the eighth day, an assembly,” on the verse “A

wise son makes a father glad.”) And so it is with the joy of Knesses Yisrael: it is in a mode of dis‐

tance and nearness, yet not actual distance, G-d forbid, but in the mode of ratzo and shov [running

and returning], since it is impossible to be always in the state of ratzo.

The soul’s relationship with G-d likewise moves between distance and nearness. This is not true distance but

the rhythm of ratzo and shov: an outward rush toward G-d, and then a return into ordinary life, since no one

can remain in constant rapture. (The maamar cited is the earlier one in Likkutei Torah on “On the eighth

day, an assembly.”)

וכמאמר ואם רץ לבך שוב10 לאחד שגם בבחי׳ שוב היא דבוקה בה׳ אחד כו׳. ויובן זה בהקדים מה
12 שכתוב ואהבת את11 הוי׳ לאהיך בכל לבבך בשני יצריך.

And as it is said, “If your heart runs, return to the One,” for even in the state of shov she is bound to

the One G-d, etc. This will be understood by first introducing what is written, “You shall love

Havayah your G-d with all your heart (levavcha)” — with both your inclinations.

Even in the “return,” the soul remains bound to G-d; Sefer Yetzirah (1:8) says, “if your heart runs, return to

the Place,” and links it to “the chayos ran and returned.” To explain how, the Alter Rebbe introduces “You

shall love Havayah your G-d with all your heart,” where the doubled letter beis in levavcha (your heart) is

read by the Mishnah (Berachos 9:5) as “with both your inclinations,” good and evil.
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ולהבין איך תהיה אהבת ה׳ ביצר הרע שנקרא רע )ועמ״ש מז בד״ה המגביהי לשבת( אך הענין כי יש שני

לבבות באדם דהיינו חלל הימני וחלל השמאלי.

Now, to understand how there can be love of G-d with the evil inclination, which is called “evil”

(see what is explained on this in the maamar beginning “Who is enthroned on high”): the explana‐

tion is that there are two hearts in a person, namely the right chamber and the left chamber.

How can one love G-d with the evil inclination? In Torah Ohr (Miketz, on “Who is enthroned on high”) the

Alter Rebbe asks the same question and answers from the two souls in every person, the G-dly and the ani‐

mal. Here the answer rests on a person’s two “hearts”: the right chamber of the heart, seat of the G-dly soul’s

feelings, and the left chamber, seat of the animal soul’s desires.

הימני פונה תמיד לאהבת ה׳ ולדבקה בו והשמאלי הוא להיפך לאהוב דברים זרים גשמיים והיינו לפי

שהנפש במקור חוצבה יש לה ב׳ בחי׳

The right one always turns to the love of G-d and to cleaving to Him, and the left is the opposite: to

love foreign, physical things. This is because the soul, in the source from which it was hewn, has

two aspects,

The right chamber naturally turns toward G-d; the left toward physical, “foreign” pleasures. This division

goes back to the soul’s very source, which has two aspects.

13 )ועיין מזה במדרש רבה ר״פ תזריע אם זכה15 כו׳ זח״ב ]זהר חלק ב׳[ בשלח כדכתיב אחור וקדם צרתני14,

דנ״ה ע״א ובמק״מ ]ובמקדש מלך[ שם(

as it is written, “Behind and before You have formed me.” (See on this Midrash Rabbah at the be‐

ginning of Parshas Tazria, “If he is worthy,” etc.; Zohar II, Beshalach, folio 55a; and the Mikdash

Melech there.)

The verse “Behind and before You have formed me” names those two aspects: achor (behind, last) and ke‐

dem (before, first). The Midrash on it teaches that man can be either first or last in creation, depending on

his merit.

פי׳ אחור למעשה בראשית שהאדם נברא סוף כל הנבראים וקדם כי ישראל עלו במחשבה16 ובראשית

17 כו׳ בשביל ישראל שנקראו ראשית18,

This means: “behind” — with regard to the work of creation, for man was created last of all the crea‐

tures; and “before” — for Israel arose in [G-d’s] thought, and “Bereishis” [means] for the sake of

Israel, who are called “reishis” (first), etc.

Man is “behind” because physically he was created last, after everything else. He is “before” because in

G-d’s intention Israel came first: creation (Bereishis) was for the sake of Israel, who are called reishis, “first.”
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וכמארז״ל ]וכמאמר רבותינו זכרונם לברכה[ במי נמלך בנשמותיהם של צדיקים19 ולא צדיקים בלבד אלא

כמ״ש ועמך כולם צדיקים20 כו׳

As our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “With whom did He take counsel? With the souls of the

righteous” — and not the righteous alone, but as it is written, “And your people are all righteous,”

etc.

The Sages taught that G-d “took counsel” with the souls of the righteous before creating the world, showing

that the souls preceded creation in G-d’s plan. Since “your people are all righteous,” this applies to every

Jew.

ונשתלשל וירד להיות בבחי׳ סוף כל הברואים במעשה וגם הוא למטה במדרגה מכל הברואים עד

שהאדם מקבל חיותו מדומם צומח חי וסוף מעשה במחשבה תחלה

And it descended step by step and came down to be at the level of the last of all created beings in

[the order of] action. Moreover, [man] is lower in rank than all the creatures, to the point that man

receives his life-force from the inanimate, the vegetative and the animal; and “last in deed, first in

thought.”

Yet the soul descended to be last and lowest in the actual order of creation, even depending for its life on

minerals, plants and animals that it eats. This is the pattern of “last in deed, first in thought,” a line of the

Shabbos hymn Lecha Dodi: what is first in intention is completed last in action.

21 שנמשך מבחי׳ סובב כל עלמין והיינו לפי שמקור חוצבה של הנפש הוא בבחינת נעוץ תחלתן בסופן

כו׳

This is because the source from which the soul was hewn is at the level of “their beginning is

wedged in their end,” which is drawn from the level of the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev

kol almin), etc.

This reversal reflects the soul’s source in “their beginning is wedged in their end,” a phrase from Sefer

Yetzirah describing a level where highest and lowest are joined. Such a level comes from the light that en‐

compasses all worlds (sovev), which transcends the ordinary distinction between high and low.
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)ועמ״ש מזה בד״ה כי תצא בענין מאן דקטיל לחויא יהבין ליה ברתא דמלכא ומ״ש בד״ה אלה מסעי

בענין ואלה מסעיהם למוצאיהם

(See what is explained on this in the maamar beginning “When you go out,” on the matter of “Who‐

ever kills the snake is given the king’s daughter,” and what is explained in the maamar beginning

“These are the journeys,” on the matter of “And these are their journeys according to their goings

forth.”

A parenthesis (continuing through part 19) refers to two maamarim in Likkutei Torah. In Ki Seitzei the Alter

Rebbe cites the Zohar’s saying that whoever kills the snake is given the king’s daughter: the snake is the pri‐

mordial serpent, Amalek, and whoever wins that war is given from above the level of “the king’s daughter.”

The maamar on the journeys (Masei) speaks of the power drawn from above that lets the soul ascend from

below.

והנה בחינה זו מתגלה בחלל הימני שבלב אשר הוא מלא רוח חיים משא״כ חלל השמאלי בו משכן הדם

שהוא הנפש ורוח הוא למעלה מבחי׳ נפש וכתיב רוח האדם העולה היא למעלה22 והיינו מ״ש בד״ה

האזינו גבי והרוח תשוב23 כו׳.

Now, this level is revealed in the right chamber of the heart, which is full of the spirit (ruach) of life,

whereas the left chamber is the dwelling place of the blood, which is the nefesh [the vital soul]; and

ruach is higher than the level of nefesh. And it is written, “The spirit of man that ascends upward”

— this is what is explained in the maamar beginning “Give ear,” regarding “and the spirit returns,”

etc.

The high “before” aspect of the soul shows itself in the right chamber of the heart, which is filled with ruach,

“spirit,” while the left chamber holds the blood, which the Torah calls the nefesh, the lower life-soul. Ruach

is higher than nefesh, and the verse calls man’s spirit the one “that ascends upward”; in the maamar on

“Give ear” (Ha’azinu), the essence of teshuvah is “the spirit returns to G-d who gave it,” the soul returning to

its bittul before its descent.
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ופי׳ העולה זהו כענין מ״ש והקרבתם עולה וע׳ בפי׳ הר מ״ז בזהר ר״פ צו במ״ש ולדעתי ז״ס ]זה סוד[ רוח

האדם העולה למעלה וע׳ ברבות ר״פ תזריע שם בענין ורוח אלקים מרחפת24 כו׳(

And the meaning of “that ascends” (ha’olah) is like what is written, “You shall offer a burnt offering

(olah).” See the commentary of the Ramaz on the Zohar at the beginning of Parshas Tzav, where he

writes, “In my view, this is the mystery of ‘the spirit of man that ascends upward’”; and see the

Midrash Rabbah at the beginning of Parshas Tazria, there, on the matter of “and the spirit of G-d

hovered,” etc.)

The word ha’olah (“that ascends”) is linked to the olah, the burnt offering that rises entirely to G-d; the

Ramaz (Rabbi Moshe Zacuto), commenting on the Zohar at the start of Tzav, calls the olah the mystery of

man’s ascending spirit. The Midrash at the start of Tazria (Vayikra Rabbah 14:1) reads “the spirit of G-d hov‐

ered” as the spirit of the King Mashiach, in its teaching that man is “before” all creation; in Likkutei Torah,

Tzav, the Alter Rebbe explains this spirit above the waters as the inner dimension of the Torah, drawn down

through teshuvah.

ומזה נמשך להיות בלב כל אדם בחי׳ רצוא ושוב בחינת רצוא הוא בבחי׳ פנימיות נקודת הלב שבחלל

הימני להיות כלתה נפשו לה׳ ולהשתפך נפשו אל חיק אביה מעומקא דליבא

From this it follows that in the heart of every person there is ratzo and shov. The state of ratzo is at

the level of the inner dimension of the point of the heart, in the right chamber: that his soul pines

for G-d, and pours itself out into the bosom of its Father from the depths of the heart.

From the soul’s dual source comes the pulse of ratzo and shov in every heart. Ratzo is the inner point of the

heart, in its right chamber, breaking out in longing: the soul yearns to expire into G-d, like a child pouring

itself into its father’s embrace.

25 באדר״ז ]באדרא זוטא[( )דף רפ״ח תחלת ע״ב ודף רצ״ג ע״ב( ובספ״ד ,26 )וע׳ מענין והחיות רצוא ושוב27,

]ובספרא דצניעותא[ בזהר ס״פ תרומה )דקע״ו ע״ב ודף קע״ז סע״א ]סוף עמוד א[(

(See on the matter of “And the chayos [the living creatures of Ezekiel’s vision] ran and returned” in

the Idra Zuta (folio 288, the beginning of side b, and folio 293b), and in the Sifra deTzniusa in the

Zohar, at the end of Parshas Terumah (folio 176b and folio 177, the end of side a),

The parenthesis lists where the Zohar discusses “the chayos ran and returned,” Ezekiel’s description of the

angelic creatures of the chariot, which Chassidus uses as the model for ratzo and shov.
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ובפ׳ ויצא )דקע״ז ב׳( בס״ת ]בסתרי תורה[ וברע״מ ]וברעיא מהימנא[ פ׳ פנחס )דרנ״ה ע״ב( אשר מהמאמר

שבאדר״ז ]שבאדרא זוטא[ מובן שבחי׳ רצוא ושוב נמשך ממקום גבוה מאד נעלה

and in Parshas Vayeitzei (folio 177b), in the Sisrei Torah, and in the Raaya Mehemna, Parshas

Pinchas (folio 255b). From the passage in the Idra Zuta it is understood that the level of ratzo and

shov is drawn from a very high and exalted place.

The listing continues. The Idra Zuta passage shows that the rhythm of ratzo and shov derives from a very

lofty source, supporting the claim that the soul’s longing comes from beyond the ordinary order.

ועמ״ש בזה במ״א בד״ה וקבל היהודים ועד״ז נתבאר כאן שמצד מקור חוצבה של הנפש מבחי׳ סוכ״ע

מזה נמשך להיות בלב כל אדם בחינת רצוא כו׳ בפנימית הלב

See what is explained on this elsewhere, in the maamar beginning “And the Jews undertook.” In

the same way it is explained here that because of the source from which the soul was hewn, from

the level of sovev kol almin, it follows from this that in the heart of every person there is the level of

ratzo, etc., in the inner dimension of the heart.

The Alter Rebbe restates his point: because the soul is hewn from sovev kol almin, a level beyond the worlds,

the capacity for ratzo, rushing toward G-d, is present in the inner heart of every person. In Torah Ohr

(Megillas Esther, “And the Jews undertook”) he explains that a love drawn from sovev, above the chain of

worlds, can come only as ratzo and shov, since the soul cannot contain it in any other way.

וכנודע דפנימית הלב זהו נגד מזבח הפנימי שהוא מזבח הזהב אשר בחי׳ זהב הוא אהבה כרשפיאש

שלהבת28 עזה העולה למעלה עד שבא לידי כלות הנפש

As is known, the inner dimension of the heart corresponds to the inner altar, which is the golden

altar; and the quality of gold is love like “flashes of fire,” a fierce flame that rises upward until it

comes to the expiry of the soul.

The innermost heart corresponds to the Temple’s inner, golden altar. Gold represents fiery love, “flashes of

fire,” a flame that surges upward until the soul longs to expire into G-d.
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29 כו׳ וכמש״ל ]וכמה שכתוב לעיל[ בענין צור לבבי וחלקי וזהו כי בכה ארוץ גדוד ובאלקי אדלג שור30,

אלקים לעולם31 ועמ״ש בד״ה שרביט הזהב ובד״ה שמאלו תחת לראשי מענין כמעלת הזהב על הכסף
ובד״ה נאווו לחייך בתורים32

This is [the meaning of] “For with You I run upon a troop, and with my G-d I leap over a wall,” etc.;

and as explained above on the matter of “The rock of my heart and my portion is G-d forever.” See

what is explained in the maamar beginning “The golden scepter,” and in the maamar beginning

“His left hand is under my head,” on the matter of “as the advantage of gold over silver,” and in the

maamar beginning “Your cheeks are comely with rows.”

In David’s song of victory, “with You I run (arutz),” the Alter Rebbe hears the soul’s ratzo, its running toward

G-d. He refers to the maamarim on the golden scepter, where the radiance at the scepter’s tip is a fierce love

like flashes of fire; on “His left hand is under my head,” where the left hand that first pushes away raises the

head, and this is the advantage of gold over silver; and on “Your cheeks are comely,” where silver is a cool

love and gold a fiery one.

ונקרא תעלומות לב33 לפי שהיא נעלמה ומסתתרת בתוך הלב שאינה באה לכלל גילוי השגת טעם

ודעת

It is called “the hidden things of the heart” because it is hidden and concealed within the heart and

does not come to the point of revelation in comprehension through reason and knowledge (daas),

This love is called “the hidden things of the heart” because it stays concealed and does not surface as rea‐

soned understanding.

אלא למעלה מן הדעת מפני ששרשה מאד נעלה ממקום גבוה ונעלה למעלה מן הטעם ודעת והשגת

הנבראים והוא בחי׳ קדם

but is above knowledge, because its root is very exalted, from a high and exalted place, above rea‐

son and knowledge and the comprehension of created beings. This is the level of “before” (kedem),

It is above understanding because its root is above all reason and above anything creatures can grasp. This

is the soul’s aspect of kedem, “before.”
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שנלקח מבחי׳ כי לא מחשבותי מחשבותיכם34 וגו׳ ובחי׳ ישת חשך סתרו35 וע״ז נאמר יושב בסתר

36 וכתיב ה׳ צלך37 שהוא בחי׳ צל ולא גילוי אור כו׳ כמ״ש במ״א עליון בצל שדי יתלונן

which is taken from the level of “For My thoughts are not your thoughts,” etc., and the level of “He

made darkness His hiding place.” Of this it is said, “He who dwells in the hiding place of the Most

High abides in the shadow of the Almighty,” and it is written, “Havayah is your shade” — which is

the level of shade and not a revelation of light, etc., as is explained elsewhere.

Kedem is taken from G-d as He is beyond our thought (“My thoughts are not your thoughts”) and as He con‐

ceals Himself (“He made darkness His hiding place”). It is called “shade”: a protective presence that is felt

without being seen as open light.

]וע׳ מ״ש בד״ה שחורה אני ונאוה38 אש שחורה וע׳ ברע״מ ]ברעיא מהימנא[ פ׳ פנחס דרנ״ה ע״ב הנ״ל[

ובחינה זו קיימת לעד שישנה ודאי מסותרת בלב כל אחד מישראל שיכול לעורר את האהבה בשעת

התפלה וכיוצא בה.

[See what is explained in the maamar beginning “I am black but comely,” on “black fire”; and see

the Raaya Mehemna, Parshas Pinchas, folio 255b, mentioned above.] This level endures forever: it

is certainly present, hidden, in the heart of every single Jew, so that he can arouse the love at the

time of prayer and the like.

This hidden love never disappears. It is present in every Jew’s heart, ready to be awakened during prayer

and similar moments; the bracket refers to the maamar on “I am black but comely,” which opens with the

Sages’ saying that the Torah was given as black fire on white fire.

אך אח״כ יכולה להיות חולפת ועוברת כו׳ מפני שמלובשת ומסותרת בבחינת חיצונית הלב בבחי׳
39 אחור.

But afterwards it can pass away and vanish, etc., because it is clothed and hidden in the outer di‐

mension of the heart, the level of “behind.”

After prayer the aroused love can fade, because in daily life it is clothed in the outer layer of the heart, the

aspect of “behind.” This explains the soul’s oscillation and sets up the next paragraph.
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ומ״מ רשימו ניכר ונשאר קיים בהעלם בבחנית מקיף לבד להיות מחסה ומסתיר כדי שיוכל להיות סור

מרע40 ועשה טוב כל היום אף אם פנימיות נקודת לבבו בל עמו בהתגלות רשפי אש כמו בשעת התפלה

Nevertheless, an impression (reshimu) of it is discernible and remains present in concealment, as

an encompassing [light] (makif) alone, to be a shelter and a cover, so that one can “turn from evil

and do good” all day long, even when the inner point of his heart is not with him in revelation, [as]

flashes of fire, as at the time of prayer.

Even when the fiery love of prayer has faded, a trace of it remains. It no longer burns inwardly but hovers

over the person as a makif, an “encompassing” influence felt from outside, protecting him so that he can

keep away from evil and do good throughout the day.

41 ולכן נקרא בחי׳ צל כמו שה צל הוא מגין להיות מחסה ומסתיר מחום השמש ומזרם וממטר.

Therefore it is called the level of “shade”: just as shade protects, to be a shelter and a cover from

the heat of the sun and from storm and rain,

This is why it is called “shade.” Shade is not the sun itself, yet it shelters a person from heat, storm and rain.

כך הנה אהבה זו שמבחי׳ פנימיות נקודת הבל אף שהיא מסותרת ומתעלמת ואינה באה לכלל גילוי

בכל היום אחר התפלה וכיוצא בה

so too this love, which comes from the inner point of the heart, although it is hidden and concealed

and does not come to the point of revelation all day long, after prayer and the like,

The hidden love from the inner point of the heart works the same way: after prayer, through the rest of the

day, it is no longer openly felt.

מ״מ הוא בבחינת מקיף על בחינת חיצוניות הלב בחינת אחור שלא יפול אחור לגמרי באהבה רעה ח״ו

]חס ושלום[

nevertheless it is as an encompassing [light] over the outer dimension of the heart, the level of “be‐

hind,” so that one should not fall behind altogether into an evil love, G-d forbid.

Yet it still surrounds the outer layer of the heart, the aspect of “behind,” and prevents a person from falling

entirely into “evil love,” that is, desire for what is opposed to G-d.

2
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והיינו מפני שבחי׳ אהבה זו היא ודאי מסותרת בבחינת פנימית נקודת הלב וקיימת לעד בל תמוט

לעולם ועד42 לפי שהוא בטבע הבריאה מששת ימי בראשית כנ״ל.

This is because this love is certainly hidden in the inner point of the heart and endures forever,

never to be moved, forever and ever, since it is in the nature of creation from the six days of cre‐

ation, as said above.

This protection is dependable because the hidden love is part of the soul’s very nature, built into creation

from the beginning, as explained in the first paragraph. It can be covered, but never removed.

אך הנה עיקר עבודת האדם להיות נקרא בשם עבודת עבד ועיקר העבודה בלב כדכתיב ולעבדו בכל

לבבכם43 והיינו האהבה להוציא מבחי׳ ההעלם אל בחי׳ הגילוי בלב ולהמשיך בחינת חשך.

However, the essence of a person’s service, for it to be called by the name “the service of a ser‐

vant” — and the essence of service is in the heart, as it is written, “and to serve Him with all your

heart” — is this: to bring the love out of the state of concealment into the state of revelation in the

heart, and to draw the level of darkness,

Having a hidden love is not yet service. True “service of a servant” is in the heart, as the verse says, “to serve

Him with all your heart,” which the Sages explain as prayer, the service of the heart (Taanis 2a). It means

bringing that concealed love out into open feeling in the heart.

45 ,46 דהיינו בחי׳ ישת חשך סתרו הנ״ל להיות בבחי׳ אור וגילוי כדכתיב כי אשב בחשך44 הוי׳ אור לי.

that is, the level of “He made darkness His hiding place” mentioned above, so that it be in a state of

light and revelation, as it is written, “Though I sit in darkness, Havayah is a light to me.”

Doing so draws the concealed level of G-dliness, “He made darkness His hiding place,” into revealed light.

The verse from Micah expresses this: “though I sit in darkness, Havayah is a light to me.”

והנה ענין מאמר ויאמר אלהים יהי אור שהארץ היתה חשך כו׳. ולזה צריך להיות עבודה תמה

Now, the matter of the utterance “And G-d said, ‘Let there be light’” is that the earth was darkness,

etc. For this there must be wholehearted service;

The first act of creation, “Let there be light” over an earth that was dark, is the model for this service: bring‐

ing light out of darkness. For this a complete, wholehearted service is needed.

3
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ואין כל חדש תחת השמש47 רק להוציא מההעלם אל הגלוי ולזה נתנה קצבה לימי האדם ימי שנותיו

בהם שבעים שנה כדי לעמול בעבודה זו וענין שבעים שנה ביאר הכתוב ימי שנותינו בהם48 בהם דייקא

שהם בחי׳ רשות הרבים

and “there is nothing new under the sun” except to bring out from concealment into revelation.

For this a set measure was given to the days of man — “the days of his years, in them, are seventy

years” — in order to toil in this service. And the verse explained the matter of the seventy years:

“the days of our years, in them” — “in them” specifically, for they are the level of the public

domain;

“There is nothing new under the sun”: nothing is created anew, and all our work is to reveal what is already

present but hidden. That is why a lifetime of about seventy years is given, and the verse says “in them” to

stress that the years themselves, the “public domain” of worldly life, are the arena of this toil.

וכדי שיוכל להיות בחינת רשות היחיד ליחודו ית׳ צריך עבודה ויגיעה רבה כמה בחינות ומדריגות עד

מלאת בחינת שבעים שנה כו׳ וכמ״ש במ״א

and in order that there be the level of the private domain (reshus hayachid) for His unity (yichudo),

may He be blessed, much service and toil are needed, [through] many levels and stages, until the

level of seventy years is completed, etc., as is explained elsewhere.

The “public domain” is a halachic term, here meaning the world of multiplicity. Turning it into a “private do‐

main” (reshus hayachid, literally “the domain of the One”) for G-d’s unity (yichud), a place where only the

One is felt, takes long and layered effort across a whole life.

)וע׳ מ״ש מזה בד״ה אם בחקתי תלכו והנה כדי להמשיך גילוי מבחי׳ ישת חשך סתרו לבא בבחי׳ אור

וגילוי זהו ע״י אתעדל״ת ]אתערותא דלתתא[ ממה שמהפך חשוכא לנהורא וכמ״ש סד״ה וידעת היום

(See what is explained on this in the maamar beginning “If you walk in My statutes.” Now, in order

to draw down a revelation from the level of “He made darkness His hiding place” to come into a

state of light and revelation, this is through an arousal from below, by turning darkness into light,

as is explained at the end of the maamar beginning “Know this day.”

The parenthesis explains how the hidden level is revealed: through an arousal from below, the person’s own

effort in turning darkness into light. The Alter Rebbe points to the maamarim on “If you walk in My statutes”

and “Know this day.”
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והיינו מ״ש בזח״ב ]בזהר חלק ב׳[ בשלח( )דנ״ז ע״א( שע״י שמבקעין כל אינון כותלי חשוכא49 דהיינו החשך
50 דנה״ב ]דנפש הבהמית[ והגוף עי״ז ממשיכים הגילוי מבחינת ישת חשך סתרו וזהו ענין לראות פני.

And this is what is said in Zohar II, Beshalach) (folio 57a): that by breaking through all those walls

of darkness — that is, the darkness of the animal soul and the body — one thereby draws down the

revelation from the level of “He made darkness His hiding place.” And this is the meaning of “to

see My face.”

The Zohar (Beshalach) teaches that the King’s faces are hidden behind darkness, and those who know how to

unify the holy Name break through all the walls of darkness, here the coarseness of the animal soul and the

body, so that the hidden faces are seen. The Zohar reads Isaiah’s “to see My face” this way: an unveiled en‐

counter with G-d.

ועד״ז נתבאר במ״א ע״פ מאמר הזח״ג ]הזהר חלק ג[ בפ׳ פנחס )דרמ״ט תחלת ע״ב( בענין ועאלת לגו טורא

דחשוכא51 כו׳

In the same way it is explained elsewhere, on the statement of Zohar III, Parshas Pinchas (folio

249, the beginning of side b), regarding “and she entered into the mountain of darkness,” etc.:

Another Zohar passage (Pinchas) describes the hind that enters “the mountain of darkness” and rises from it

toward the mountain of light. The Alter Rebbe reads it in the same way.

שעל ידי העלאת מ״ן ]מיין נוקבין[ מבירור ק״נ ]קליפת נוגה[ שנקרא טורא דחשוכא ממשיכים מבחי׳ ישת

חשך סתרו שנקרא ג״כ טורא דחשוכא מה שלמעלה מעלה מטורי דנהורא כמ״ש מזה בביאור ע״פ

מנורת זהב כולה.

that through the raising of mayin nukvin (feminine waters) from the refinement of kelipas nogah

[the translucent husk], which is called “the mountain of darkness,” one draws down from the level

of “He made darkness His hiding place,” which is also called “the mountain of darkness” — that

which is far, far higher than the mountains of light; as is explained on this in the explanation of “A

candelabrum all of gold.”

Refining kelipas nogah, the mixed realm of permitted physical things that can be raised to holiness, sends

up “feminine waters,” the Kabbalistic term for an ascent initiated from below. That lower “darkness” then

draws down the higher “darkness,” G-d’s concealed essence, which is above even the revealed “mountains

of light.”
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52 דכתיב ,53 ומכ״ז ]ומכל זה[ יובן מ״ש בספ״ד ]בספרא דצניעותא[ )דקע״ו סע״ב ]סוף עמוד ב[( והחיות רצוא ושוב54,

55 פי׳ כי על ידי הרצוא ממשיכים מבחי׳ ישת חשך סתרו57 להיות וירא אלקים את האור כי טוב56,

בבחי׳ אור וגילוי כנ״ל

From all this will be understood what is said in the Sifra deTzniusa (folio 176, the end of side b):

“And the chayos ran and returned,” as it is written, “And G-d saw the light, that it was good.” This

means: through the ratzo one draws down from the level of “He made darkness His hiding place”

so that it be in a state of light and revelation, as said above.

Now the Zohar’s link between “the chayos ran and returned” and “G-d saw the light, that it was good” can be

understood. The ratzo, the soul’s outward rush, is what brings the hidden level into light.

אך כי טוב היינו כי טוב לגנוז וזהו בחי׳ השוב שהוא לגנוז האור בכלים מכלים שונים דתומ״צ ]דתורה

ומצות[ שעי״ז דייקא מתקיים האור משא״כ אור בלי כלי

But “that it was good” means “that it is good to hide it away”; and this is the level of shov, which is

to hide away the light in vessels, from the various vessels of Torah and mitzvos, for specifically

through this the light endures, whereas light without a vessel [does not].

“That it was good” is read as “good to hide it away,” as the Sages teach that G-d hid the light of the first day

for the righteous (Chagigah 12a). This is the shov: storing the light in vessels, the Torah and mitzvos. A light

without a vessel does not last; the vessel is what keeps it.

וזהו שאמרו רז״ל ]רבותינו זכרונם לברכה[ שמור זו משנה58 וע׳ בזהר ח״ג ]חלק ג׳[ פ׳ בלק )דף ר״ד ע״ס( ע״פ

59 כד״א ]כמה דאת אמר[ ויצפהו כו׳ ע״ש והיינו בחינת האור כי טוב בקר אערך לך ואצפה60,
61 ,62 ,63 ,64 ,65 ,66 ,67 ,68 ,69 ,70 ,71 ,72 ,73 ,74 ,75 ,76 ,77 ,78 ,79 ,80 ,81 ,82 ,83 ,84 ,85 ,86 ,87 ,88 ,89 לגנוז:

This is what our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “‘Keep’ — this is Mishnah.” And see Zohar III,

Parshas Balak (folio 204), on “In the morning I will set [my prayer] before You and will watch

(va’atzapeh),” as it says, “and he overlaid it (vayetzapehu),” etc.; see there. And this is the level of

the light, “that it is good to hide it away.”

The Sages’ saying “‘keep’ refers to Mishnah” shows that Torah study is the vessel that “keeps” the light; in

Likkutei Torah, Vaeschanan, the Alter Rebbe explains that the mitzvos are a garment for the soul and the

Oral Torah is the house that guards both. The Zohar reads va’atzapeh in “in the morning… I will watch” like

vayetzapehu, “and he overlaid it” with gold: David set a covering over the intense light of the morning so

that the lower worlds could bear it.
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S E C T I O N  2  ·  ¶ 4 – 7

Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur

90 ב והנה סדר העבודה צ״ל תחלה ראש השנה שזה היום תחלת מעשיך זכרון ליום ראשון.

2. Now, the order of service must be, first, Rosh HaShanah, of which [it is said], “This day is the be‐

ginning of Your works, a remembrance of the first day.”

The second section returns to the question of the festival sequence. Service begins with Rosh HaShanah, of

which the prayer says, “This day is the beginning of Your works, a remembrance of the first day,” since the

world was created in Tishrei (Rosh HaShanah 27a).

ובחי׳ ר״ה ]ראש השנה[ הוא בחי׳ שמאלו תחת לראשי91 בחי׳ שמאל דוחה92 כו׳ ]כמש״ל ]כמה שכתוב לעיל[

בד״ה ושאבתם מים בששון ובד״ה האזינו השמים[

The level of Rosh HaShanah is the level of “His left hand is under my head,” the level of “the left

hand pushes away,” etc. [As explained above in the maamar beginning “You shall draw water with

joy,” and in the maamar beginning “Give ear, O heavens.”]

Rosh HaShanah corresponds to “His left hand is under my head,” and to the Sages’ phrase “the left hand

pushes away.” The left side stands for restraint and distance, in contrast to the right, which draws close.

וכן סדר עבודת האדם תחלה היא בבחי׳ שמאל דוחה כו׳ בבחינת ריחוק דהיינו שידמה בנפשו כאלו

הוא רחוק מה׳.

So too, the order of a person’s service is at first in the mode of “the left hand pushes away,” etc., in

the mode of distance: that is, he should picture himself as though he were far from G-d.

In a person’s service, too, the first stage is distance: he should sense how far he is from G-d. This is the

“moving away” of the dance, which will lead to closeness.

4

93 ]וע׳ בסש״ב ]בספר של בינונים[ פי״ג[ ועל דרך זה וכמאמר רז״ל ]רבותינו זכרונם לברכה[ היה בעיניך כרשע94,
95

נתקנו כל הוידוים והסליחות קודם ר״ה ]ראש השנה[ ובעשי״ת ]ובעשרת ימי תשובה[

As our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “Be in your own eyes like a wicked person” [see Sefer Shel

Beinonim, chapter 13]; and in this way all the confessions and selichos [penitential prayers] were

instituted before Rosh HaShanah and in the Ten Days of Teshuvah:

The Sages (Niddah 30b) tell the soul before birth, “Even if the whole world tells you that you are righteous, be

in your own eyes like a wicked person,” and Sefer Shel Beinonim, the first part of the Tanya (chapter 13), ex‐

plains how even a beinoni, who does not sin but has not uprooted his evil, can say this sincerely. The confes‐

sions and selichos before Rosh HaShanah and in the Ten Days of Teshuvah were instituted in this spirit; a

Kehot note, citing the Rebbe’s maamar “Adon Olam” of 5743, adds that confession is not said on Rosh

HaShanah itself, when one avoids mentioning anything undesirable.

5
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לרואת בעצמו כל הפחיתות שבו להיות שפל בעיניו ולב נשבר ונדכה על עוצם ריחוקו מה׳ ובפרט

בהיות ממארי דחושבנא96 לחשוב כל הדבורים והמחשבות כו׳ אזי יהי׳ ]יהיה[ לבו נשבר בקרבו ויהי׳

]ויהיה[ נכנע לפני המקום

to see in himself all his shortcomings, so as to be lowly in his own eyes, with a heart broken and

crushed over how very far he is from G-d. And especially when one is among “the masters of ac‐

counting,” who reckon all the words and thoughts, etc., then his heart will be broken within him

and he will be humbled before the Omnipresent.

In those days a person looks honestly at his failings until he feels humble and brokenhearted over his dis‐

tance from G-d, especially the “masters of accounting,” the Zohar’s term for those who take account of all

their words and thoughts. Such honest reckoning breaks the heart and brings true submission.

ובחי׳ שמאל דוחה זו להיות תחת לראשי בחינת ראש כמ״ש במ״א בד״ה שמאלו תחת לראשי בפ׳ כי

תשא.

And this level of “the left hand pushes away” is to be “under my head,” the level of the head, as ex‐

plained elsewhere in the maamar beginning “His left hand is under my head,” in Parshas Ki Sisa.

The “left hand that pushes away” is then “under my head”: the humbling becomes the base that supports the

head, the higher closeness that follows.

עד שביום כפור לפני הוי׳ תטהרו לפני הוי׳ בחי׳ פנים בפנים97 בכח התשובה מעומקא דליבא וכדכתיב
100 ,101 98 הוי׳. ממעמקים קראתיך99,

Until, on Yom Kippur, “before Havayah you shall be purified”: “before Havayah” is the level of

“face to face,” through the power of teshuvah from the depths of the heart, as it is written, “Out of

the depths I have called You, Havayah.”

This leads to Yom Kippur, when “before Havayah you shall be purified.” “Before” (lifnei, literally “to the face

of”) means “face to face,” the closeness reached through teshuvah that rises from the depths of the heart.

וכתיב בקשו פני את פניך102 הוי׳ אבקש בחי׳ פנימית הלב דהיינו שיהיה מגמתו לה׳ ותורתו בכל לב

ונפש ולהיות עסקיו בעוה״ז דרך קרירות כו׳.

And it is written, “Seek My face; Your face, Havayah, I will seek”: the level of the inner dimension

of the heart, that is, that his aim be toward G-d and His Torah with all his heart and soul, and that

his involvement in the affairs of this world be in a manner of coolness, etc.

David says on G-d’s behalf, “Seek My face,” and answers, “Your face, Havayah, I will seek.” The Alter Rebbe

reads “face” as the inner heart: a person’s real aim and passion should be G-d and His Torah, while his in‐

volvement in worldly affairs is “cool,” done without his inner self being invested in it.

6
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כי במקום שלבו של אדם תקועה בכל לב ונפש נקרא בחי׳ פנים וזהו ענין פנים בפנים שיהיה כל

פנימיות לבו ונפשו רק לפנימית רצונו ית׳.

For the place in which a person’s heart is fixed with all his heart and soul is called the level of

“face.” And this is the meaning of “face to face”: that the whole inner dimension of his heart and

soul be directed only to the inner dimension of His will, may He be blessed.

Panim, “face,” is related to penimiyus, “inwardness”: wherever a person’s heart is truly fixed is his “face.”

“Face to face” with G-d means that one’s innermost self is turned toward G-d’s innermost will.

מה שאין כן על ההיפוך נאמר כי פנו אלי עורף103 שפונים לה׳ ולמצותיו בבחי׳ קרירות והפנימיות

שלהם בלב ונפש היא לבחי׳ אחוריים שהם ענינים גשמיים וכו׳ שהם רחוקים מאור פניו יל׳ ]יתברך[

Of the opposite, however, it is said, “For they have turned the back of the neck to Me”: they turn to

G-d and to His mitzvos with coolness, while their inwardness, in heart and soul, is directed to the

level of “the back,” which are physical matters, etc., that are far from the light of His face, may He

be blessed.

The reverse is described in Jeremiah as turning “the back of the neck” to G-d: such people serve G-d and

keep mitzvos coolly, while their inner passion is given to “the back,” physical concerns, which are far from

the light of G-d’s face.

ולפי שלא שייך לומר נגד השי״ת ]השם יתברך[ לשון ריחוק מקום

And since, with regard to G-d, may He be blessed, it is not applicable to speak in terms of distance

in space —

Yet one cannot speak of real distance from G-d in a spatial sense.

כי הלא מלא כל הארץ כבודו104 נאמר בלשון עורף שהוא עד״מ כאדם העומד אצל חבירו אלא שנהפך

ערפו אליו

for is it not [written], “The whole earth is full of His glory”? — it is said in terms of “the back of the

neck,” which is, by way of analogy, like a person standing right next to his fellow, but with the back

of his neck turned toward him;

Such distance is impossible, since His glory fills the whole earth and He is equally present everywhere. So

the verse uses the image of a person standing right next to someone but with his back turned to him.
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שהרי זה הוא בתכלית הריחוק ]וכמ״ש מזה לעיל בד״ה שובה ישראל[ וביום כפור מכל חטאתיכם

לפני105 הוי׳ תטהרו לפי שאז מתגלה בחינות י״ג מדה״ר ]מדות הרחמים[.

for this is the utmost distance. [As explained on this above in the maamar beginning “Return, O

Israel.”] And on Yom Kippur, “from all your sins, before Havayah you shall be purified,” because

then the levels of the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy are revealed.

Turning away while present is the greatest distance of all, because it is distance of the inner self. On Yom

Kippur this is undone and a person is purified “before Havayah,” because the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy,

the highest expression of divine compassion, are revealed then.

ולכן כתיב אם יהיו חטאיכם כשנים106 כשלג ילבינו ואם יאדימו כתולע כצמר יהיו ]ועמ״ש מזה בד״ה

האזינו השמים[

Therefore it is written, “If your sins be like scarlet, they shall be white as snow; if they be red like

crimson, they shall be as wool.” [See what is explained on this in the maamar beginning “Give ear,

O heavens.”]

Isaiah promises that sins red as scarlet will become white as snow and wool. The Alter Rebbe explains why

these two images are chosen.

כי שלג וצמר הם י״ג מדה״ר ]מדות הרחמים[ על שם הפסוק לבושי׳ ]לבושין / לבושים[ כתלג חיור107 ושער

רישי׳ ]רישיה[ כמער נקא ולפיכך מתעלי׳ כל ישראל להיות פנים בפנים בבחי׳ פנימיות נקודת הלב.

For snow and wool are the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy, after the verse, “His garment was white as

snow, and the hair of His head like clean wool.” Therefore all Israel are raised up to be face to face,

at the level of the inner dimension of the point of the heart.

Daniel’s vision describes the Ancient of Days with garments white as snow and hair like clean wool; the Alter

Rebbe identifies these images with the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy. Their revelation on Yom Kippur lifts

every Jew to “face to face,” revealing the inner point of the heart.

ולכן יום כפור אין בו לא אכילה ולא שתיה שבכל השנה אדם ניזון מאכילה ושתיה גשמי׳ ]גשמיים /

גשמיות / גשמית[ שנעשה מהם דם שהוא הנפש חיצוניות הלב.

Therefore Yom Kippur has neither eating nor drinking. For throughout the year a person is nour‐

ished by physical eating and drinking, from which blood is made, which is the nefesh — the outer

dimension of the heart.

This is why there is no eating or drinking on Yom Kippur. Ordinary food becomes blood, the nefesh, which is

connected with the outer dimension of the heart.

7



L I K K U T E I  T O R A H  ·  S H E M I N I  AT Z E R E S  ·  M A A M A R  4 …ביום השמיני שלח את העם ויברכו את המלך

23likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/shemini-atzeres/4/

משא״כ ביוכ״פ ]ביום כפור / ביום הכפורים[ מתגלה בחי׳ פנימיות הלב שאין ניזון מאכילה ושתיה גשמיות

]וע׳ בפע״ח ]בפרי עץ חיים[ שער יוהכ״פ ]יום הכפורים[ )פ״א ורפ״ג ]וריש פרק ג׳[(

On Yom Kippur, however, the level of the inner dimension of the heart is revealed, which is not

nourished by physical eating and drinking. [See Pri Etz Chaim, Shaar Yom HaKippurim (chapter 1

and the beginning of chapter 3);

On Yom Kippur the inner dimension of the heart is revealed, and it does not live from physical food. The

bracket refers to the Arizal’s teachings on Yom Kippur in Pri Etz Chaim.

וע׳ בפי׳ הרמ״ז ]הרב משה זכות[ בזהר פ׳ פנחס )דרמ״א ע״ב( גבי עלמא דאתי לית ביה אכילה ושתיה108 והא

כתיב אכלתי יערי109 כו׳ ע״ש

and see the commentary of the Ramaz on the Zohar, Parshas Pinchas (folio 241b), regarding “In

the World to Come there is no eating and drinking” — yet it is written, “I have eaten my

honeycomb,” etc.; see there.

The Ramaz (Rabbi Moshe Zacuto) comments on a Zohar passage that asks: if there is no eating or drinking in

the World to Come, what is meant by “I have eaten my honeycomb”? The implication is a different, spiritual

kind of nourishment.

והיינו כי פנימית הלב נלקח מבחי׳ קדם צרתני קדם למע״ב ]למעשה בראשית[ שבחי׳ זו אינה מקבל מדצ״ח
]מדומם צומח חי[ כמו בחינת אחור למע״ב ]למעשה בראשית[ שמקבל מהבירורים כו׳ אלא כי על כל מוצא110

כו׳[:

And this is because the inner dimension of the heart is taken from the level of “You have formed

me before” (kedem tzartani), before the work of creation; this level does not receive from the inani‐

mate, vegetative and animal, as does the level of “behind” in the work of creation, which receives

from the refinements, etc.; rather, “by everything that comes forth,” etc.]

The reason is that the inner heart comes from the soul’s kedem, which preceded creation, and so it does not

draw life from the mineral, plant and animal realms, as the “behind” aspect does through refining and eat‐

ing them. It lives directly “by everything that comes forth from the mouth of Havayah,” by the divine word

itself.
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S E C T I O N  3  ·  ¶ 8

Sukkos as ice, Shemini Atzeres as flowing water

111 שימין ג וע״י בחינת תשובה עילאה זו שמעומקא דליבא מתגלה בסוכות בחינת וימינו תחבקני112,

עליון הוא בחינת אהבה רבה שלמעלה מן הטעם ודעת מתגלה למטה בגילוי הלב שלא יהיה בבחי׳

נפרד ח״ו ]חס ושלום[ ממנו ית׳

3. Through this level of higher teshuvah, which is from the depths of the heart, there is revealed on

Sukkos the level of “and His right hand embraces me”: the supernal right, which is the level of

“great love” that is above reason and knowledge, is revealed below in the revelation of the heart, so

that one should not be in a state of separateness, G-d forbid, from Him, may He be blessed.

The third section: the “higher teshuvah” of Yom Kippur, from the depths of the heart, leads to Sukkos, when

G-d’s “right hand embraces” us. The right hand is “great love,” a divine love beyond reason, which is now

revealed in the heart so that a person does not feel separate from G-d.

וזהו תחבקני כמשל המחבק את חבירו שלא ילך ממנו והיינו ע״י הסוכה בחינת צל שהוא בחינת ה׳

צלך113 וגו׳ )ועמ״ש בד״ה האזינו השמים בפי׳ וסוכה תהיה לצל יומם114 כו׳(

This is “embraces me,” like the analogy of one who embraces his fellow so that he will not go away

from him. This comes through the sukkah, the level of “shade,” which is the level of “Havayah is

your shade,” etc. (See what is explained in the maamar beginning “Give ear, O heavens,” on the

meaning of “And there shall be a sukkah for shade by day,” etc.)

An embrace holds someone close so that he does not leave. The sukkah, as “shade,” is the means of this em‐

brace: the hidden, encompassing presence of G-d described in the first paragraph now surrounds a person.

וע״י נענועי הלולב כי ד׳ מינים שבלולב הם רומזים בשם הוי״ה ומנענעים ומביאים ללב שכל הבאה

הוא ללב כדי להיות מאיר ומתגלה בלבו של אדם.

And through the waving of the lulav: for the four kinds in the lulav allude to the Name Havayah,

and one waves them and brings them to the heart, for every bringing-in is to the heart, so that [the

Name] may shine and be revealed in a person’s heart.

The four kinds of the lulav correspond to the four letters of the Name Havayah. Waving them and bringing

them toward the heart draws that Name into the heart, so that it shines there openly.

8
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וזהו שמנענעין לשית סטרין מעלה ומטה ולארבע רוחות כי הוא ית׳ אחד בשמים ובארץ וד׳ רוחות ולפי

שהוא מקומו של עולם115 כמ״ש הנה מקום אתי116 וגו׳ כמ״ש במ״א.

This is why one waves in six directions, up and down and to the four directions, for He, may He be

blessed, is One in the heavens and on earth and in the four directions; and because He is the place

of the world, as it is written, “Behold, there is a place with Me,” etc., as explained elsewhere.

The six directions of the waving express that G-d is One in every direction, above, below and on all sides. He

is “the place of the world” (Bereishis Rabbah 68:9): the world exists within Him, rather than He within it.

וצריך להמשיך ולהכניס בחינת אחד בלב שיהיה ה׳ אחד שורה ומתגלה בו ולמהוי אחד באחד כו׳

And one must draw down and bring the level of “One” into the heart, so that the One G-d rests and

is revealed in it, and “to be one with the One,” etc.

The purpose is to bring this oneness into the heart, so that the One G-d rests in it and the person becomes

“one with the One.”

)ועמ״ש מזה בד״ה ביום השמיני עצרת117 בדרוש הראשון( והנה על זה נאמר משליך קרחו כפיתים118

(See what is explained on this in the maamar beginning “On the eighth day, an assembly,” in the

first discourse.) Now, of this it is said, “He casts forth His ice like morsels.”

The Alter Rebbe now reads the sequence of verses in Psalm 147 as a map of the festivals, beginning with “He

casts forth His ice like morsels.”

כי הנה תחלה נאמר הנותן שלג כצמר119 כו׳ שהוא בחי׳ התגלות י״ג מדות הרחמים לבושיה כתלג

חיור120 כו המתגלים ביוהכ״פ ]ביום הכפורים[.

For first it is said, “He gives snow like wool,” etc., which is the level of the revelation of the Thirteen

Attributes of Mercy, “His garment white as snow,” etc., which are revealed on Yom Kippur.

Before the ice comes “He gives snow like wool”: snow and wool, as explained earlier, are the Thirteen

Attributes of Mercy revealed on Yom Kippur.

שעי״ז נמשך ומתגלה בסוכות בחינת וימינו תחבקני ומזה נמשך בחי׳ משליך קרחו כפתים כי הנה

בחינת אהבה רבה זו וחסד עליון זה הנמשל למים נגלד ונעשה קרח.

Through this there is drawn and revealed on Sukkos the level of “and His right hand embraces

me,” and from this is drawn the level of “He casts forth His ice like morsels.” For this level of great

love and supernal Chesed, which is likened to water, congeals and becomes ice.

That revelation leads to the embrace of Sukkos, and from it comes the “ice.” Supernal Chesed, the great love,

is like water, and on Sukkos this water “freezes” into ice.
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כלומר שנתגשם וירד בסתר המדרגות מריש כל דרגין אחר דלית מחשבה תפיסא ביה להתלבש להיות

נתפס בהשגת בני אדם לכל חד לפום שיעורי׳ ]שיעוריה[ דילי׳ ]דיליה[.

That is to say, it became corporealized and descended through the concealment of the levels, from

“the head of all levels,” a place that “no thought can grasp,” to clothe itself so as to be grasped in

the comprehension of human beings, “each one according to his own measure.”

Freezing means the love takes on a more solid, graspable form. It descends from the highest level, beyond

any thought, and clothes itself so that each person can grasp it according to his capacity.

וזהו משליך בבחי׳ השלכה מדרגא לדרגא כפתים בחי׳ פירוד והתחלקות לרבבות מדרגות להיות נמשך

גם למטה בחי׳ אחד למען דעת121 כל עמי הארץ כו׳

This is “He casts forth”: in the manner of being cast from level to level; “like morsels”: the level of

separation and division into myriads of levels, so that the level of “One” may be drawn down below

as well, “that all the peoples of the earth may know,” etc.

“Casts forth” describes the step-by-step descent from level to level, and “morsels” the breaking up into

countless levels. All this is so that G-d’s oneness can reach even the lowest places, “that all the peoples of the

earth may know.”

. ומבואר במ״א בשם הרב הקדוש )וזהו כענין מ״ש ודמות על ראשי החיה רקיע כעין הקרח הנורא122

רבי אברהם בן הרב המגיד נ״ע ]נשמתו עדן[ כי קרח אותיות חרק וחרק הוא בחי׳ נצח ענף החכמה.

(This is like what is written, “And over the heads of the chayah [living creature] there was the like‐

ness of a firmament, like the color of the awesome ice.” And it is explained elsewhere in the name

of the holy Rav, Rabbi Avraham, son of the Rav the Maggid, whose soul is in Eden, that kerach (ice)

has the letters of chirik [the vowel point written below a letter], and chirik is the level of Netzach,

the branch of Chochmah.

A long parenthesis (to part 24) develops the image of ice from Ezekiel’s vision of a “firmament like ice” over

the heads of the chayos. The Alter Rebbe cites Rabbi Avraham “the Malach,” son of the Maggid of Mezritch:

the letters of kerach (ice: kuf, reish, ches) can be rearranged as chirik (ches, reish, kuf), the vowel associated

with Netzach, an offshoot of Chochmah.

ומזה נמשך הפרסא המפסקת בין אצילות לבריאה שהיא בחי׳ רקיע שעל ראשי החיות כעין הקרח כו׳.

From this is drawn the parsa (partition) that divides between Atzilus and Beriah, which is the level

of the firmament over the heads of the chayos, “like the color of the ice,” etc.

From this comes the parsa, the partition between Atzilus, the world still one with G-d, and Beriah, the first

world of separate existence. The “ice-like firmament” over the chayos is this partition.
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והטעם שנק׳ בשם קרח הוא כי ענין הפרסא הוא עד״מ כמו הרב שרוצה להסביר שכל גדול לתלמידו

שאין התלמיד יכול לקבלו וצריך להמשילו בדרך משל וחידה וכמו משלי שלמה כו׳.

The reason it is called by the name “ice” is that the matter of the parsa is, by way of analogy, like a

teacher who wants to explain a great concept to his student, which the student cannot receive, so

he must convey it by way of parable and riddle, like the parables (Mishlei) of Shlomo, etc.

Why is the partition called “ice”? A teacher whose idea is too great for his student conveys it through a para‐

ble or riddle, as Shlomo did in Proverbs (Mishlei, “parables”).

ועד״ז כדי שיומשך מבחי׳ חכמה עילאה חכים ולא בחכמה ידיעא בבחי׳ חב״ד ]חכמה בינה ודעת[ שבעולם

הבריאה ואין בנבראים יכולת לקבל הארת החכמה כמו שהיא באצילות

In the same way, in order that there be drawn from the level of supernal Chochmah — “He is wise,

but not with a known wisdom” — to the level of Chochmah, Binah and Daas of the World of Beriah,

since created beings have no capacity to receive the radiance of Chochmah as it is in Atzilus,

Likewise, G-d’s supernal wisdom, which is beyond any known wisdom, must reach the intellect of the World

of Beriah, but created beings cannot receive wisdom as it is in Atzilus.

לכן נעשה בחי׳ פרסא שעל ידה נמשך החכמה בנבראים כמו עד״מ השכל שמשיג התלמיד דרך לבוש

המשל וכענין וידבר שלשת אלפים משל123 כו׳ וכמ״ש מזה בד״ה פתח אליהו בפ׳ וירא ובד״ה והבדילה

הפרוכת

therefore the level of a parsa is made, through which Chochmah is drawn into created beings, as,

by way of analogy, the concept that the student grasps through the garment of the parable; and like

the matter of “And he spoke three thousand parables,” etc. And as explained on this in the maamar

beginning “Eliyahu opened,” in Parshas Vayeira, and in the maamar beginning “And the curtain

shall divide.”

So a partition is made that “clothes” the wisdom, as a parable clothes an idea, allowing created beings to

grasp it. Shlomo’s three thousand parables illustrate this, and the Alter Rebbe refers to two other maamarim

where it is explained.

וזהו שנקראת רקיע כעין הקרח כמו עד״מ הקרח שהוא עצמו מים אלא שנגלדו ונעשו קרח כך הוא ענין

התלבשות השכל במשל שבו מלובש השכל עצמו ממש אלא שמלובש במשל גשמי

This is why it is called “a firmament like the color of ice.” Just as, by way of analogy, ice is itself wa‐

ter, only it has congealed and become ice, so it is with the clothing of a concept in a parable: the

very concept itself is clothed in it, only it is clothed in a physical parable,

Ice is simply water in solid form. In the same way, the idea itself is present inside the parable, only clothed in

a physical form.
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והוא כמו גשמיות הקרח לגבי המים וזהו ענין רקיע כעין הקרח שעל ראשי החיות שבמרכבה שעי״ז

נמשך להם השגה מלמעלה והיינו על ידי שנמשך מתחלה להיות בבחינת קרח דוקא.

and this is like the physicality of ice relative to water. This is the matter of “a firmament like the col‐

or of ice” over the heads of the chayos of the Chariot: through it comprehension is drawn to them

from above, that is, through its first being drawn specifically in the form of ice.

That is like the solidity of ice compared with water. So the “firmament like ice” over the chayos lets under‐

standing reach them from above, precisely because it first took on this solid, ice-like form.

ועי״ז נמשך בהם ג״כ בחי׳ הביטול וזהו ענין קרח אותיות חרק שהוא בחינת ביטול ועמ״ש מזה סד״ה

וכל העם רואים את הקולות.

Through this the level of self-nullification (bittul) is also drawn into them. This is the matter of ker‐

ach having the letters of chirik, which is the level of bittul. See what is explained on this at the end

of the maamar beginning “And all the people saw the sounds.”

The partition also brings bittul, self-nullification, to the chayos. This is the meaning of chirik: a single dot,

the smallest of vowels, stands for self-nullification.

והנה מבואר לקמן בסמוך דבחי׳ קרח זהו בחי׳ שוב שאחר הרצוא

Now, it is explained shortly below that the level of ice is the level of shov that follows the ratzo.

The Alter Rebbe now connects the image to ratzo and shov: as explained shortly below, the “ice” is the shov

that follows the ratzo, the return from rapture to ordinary life.

וענין דמיון בחי׳ זו לבחי׳ קרח היינו כי בחי׳ שוב הוא לעשות לו ית׳ דירה בתחתונים על ידי מעשה

המצות ותלמוד תורה כנגד כולם אשר המצות נקראים רמ״ח אברים דמלכא דכמו שמלובש חיות הנפש

באברין עד״מ כך מלובש אור א״ס ב״ה במעשה המצות

And the matter of this level’s resemblance to ice is that the level of shov is to make for Him, may He

be blessed, a dwelling place among the lower realms through the performance of the mitzvos and

the study of Torah, which is equal to them all. For the mitzvos are called “the 248 limbs of the

King”: just as, by way of analogy, the life-force of the soul is clothed in the limbs, so the Infinite

Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, is clothed in the performance of the mitzvos.

The likeness to ice is this: shov is the work of making G-d a “dwelling in the lower realms” through mitzvos

and Torah study. The mitzvos are called “the King’s 248 limbs”: as a soul lives within the body’s limbs, the

Infinite Light clothes itself in the mitzvos.
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היינו בתפילין נמשך ומלובש בחי׳ ד׳ מוחין שהם בחי׳ חכמה ובינה וחסד וגבורה של הקב״ה כו׳

ובצדקה וגמ״ח ]וגמילות חסדים[ נמשך ומלובש בחי׳ חסד דרועא ימינא כו׳ וכמ״ש מזה בד״ה משה ידבר.

That is: in tefillin there is drawn and clothed the level of the four mochin, which are the levels of

Chochmah and Binah, Chesed and Gevurah of the Holy One, blessed be He, etc.; and in tzedakah

and acts of kindness there is drawn and clothed the level of Chesed, “the right arm,” etc. And as ex‐

plained on this in the maamar beginning “Moshe would speak.”

For example, tefillin draw down divine “mind,” Chochmah, Binah, Chesed and Gevurah, corresponding to

the four sections in the tefillin, while charity and kindness draw down Chesed, G-d’s “right arm.”

והנה התלבשות זו דמוחין עליונים במעשה המצות גשמיים נמשל לבחי׳ קרח שהוא עד״מ התלבשות

השכל במשל גשמי כנ״ל וכך הוא ענין התלבשות אורות העליונים במעשה המצות בגשמיות

Now, this clothing of the supernal mochin in the physical performance of the mitzvos is likened to

the level of ice, which is, by way of analogy, the clothing of a concept in a physical parable, as said

above; and so it is with the clothing of the supernal lights in the performance of the mitzvos in

physicality.

The clothing of these supernal lights in concrete physical mitzvos is like an idea clothed in a parable: this is

the “ice.”

וכן בעבודת ה׳ מתלבשים הדחילו ורחימו שבתפלה במעשה המצות ודרך כלל האהבה היא שרש

לרמ״ח מ״ע ]מצות עשה[ והיראה היא שרש שס״ה ל״ת ]לא תעשה[ וזהו ג״כ בחי׳ משליך קרחו כו׳

Likewise, in the service of G-d, the awe and love of prayer clothe themselves in the performance of

the mitzvos; and in general, love is the root of the 248 positive commandments and awe is the root

of the 365 prohibitions. This too is the level of “He casts forth His ice,” etc.

In a person’s own service, the love and awe felt in prayer are carried into the practical mitzvos: love is the

root of the 248 positive commandments and awe of the 365 prohibitions. This carrying of feeling into action

is also “He casts forth His ice.”
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125 כו׳ כמ״כ ]כמו כן[ ועמ״ש ע״פ ואברהם זקן בא בימים124 בפרשה חיי שרה בענין ויבא משה בתוך הענן

תורה ומצות כו׳ ע״ש. וענין כפתים י״ל ]יש לומר[ שפירור והתחלקות זו נמשך ע״י ה״ג ]חמש גבורות[ וזהו

ענין החותם ועמ״ש בפ׳ ראה בד״ה וברכך כו׳ ע״ש(.

See what is explained on the verse “And Avraham was old, advanced in days,” in Parshas Chayei

Sarah, on the matter of “And Moshe came into the midst of the cloud,” etc.: so too Torah and

mitzvos, etc.; see there. And the matter of “like morsels” may be explained: this crumbling and di‐

vision is drawn through the five Gevuros, and this is the matter of the seal. See what is explained in

Parshas Re’eh, in the maamar beginning “And He will bless you,” etc.; see there.)

The Alter Rebbe refers to a maamar on Moshe entering the cloud, where Torah and mitzvos are described as

a clothing in the same way. “Morsels,” the breaking into many parts, comes from the five Gevuros, the pow‐

ers of limitation, which he links to the image of a seal.

אך הנה כתיב לפני קרתו מי יעמוד כי המשכת גילוי זה למטה בבחי׳ קרתו הוא בחי׳ קרירות להיות

נמשך ממנה בחי׳ שוב היפך בחי׳ רצוא שהוא בחינת רשפי אש שלהבת העולה מאליה

However, it is written, “Before His cold, who can stand?” For the drawing down of this revelation

below, in the level of “His cold,” is a level of coolness, so that from it is drawn the level of shov, the

opposite of the level of ratzo, which is the level of flashes of fire, a flame that rises of itself.

The verse continues, “Before His cold, who can stand?” The coldness of the ice is the shov, the opposite of

ratzo, which is fiery love, a flame that rises upward by itself.

ולא כל אדם זוכה לעמוד בבחי׳ שוב לאחד שגם בבחי׳ שוב יהיה דבוק בה׳ כו׳

And not every person merits to stand in the level of “return to the One,” so that even in the state of

shov he remains cleaving to G-d, etc.

Not everyone can sustain the “return to the One,” staying bound to G-d even while calm and engaged in or‐

dinary life.

הגם שנמשך מלמעלה בחי׳ חיבוק וימינו תחבקני הרי הוא כמשל המחבק חבירו מאחוריו דהיינו

שאהבה נמשך ג״כ לבחי׳ אחוריים ע״ד לא כאברהם שיצא ממנו ישמעאל כו׳

Although the level of embrace, “and His right hand embraces me,” is drawn from above, it is like

the analogy of one who embraces his fellow from behind: that is, the love is drawn also to the level

of the “back parts,” in the manner of “not like Avraham, from whom Yishmael came forth,” etc.

The embrace of Sukkos is like being embraced from behind: divine love reaches even the “back parts,” the

external side. In the Talmud (Pesachim 56a), Yaakov feared there might be a flaw among his children, “like

Avraham, from whom Yishmael came forth.” His sons reassured him by declaring “Shema Yisrael,” meaning

that their hearts held only the One. The allusion suggests that this embrace reaches even the outer levels,

yet, as with Yaakov, nothing strays from holiness.
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וגם בסוכות היו מקריבין שבעים פרים על שבעים אומות להמשיך להם השפעה כמו שכתוב במדרש
126 שה״ש ]שיר השירים[ בפסוק הנך יפה רעיתי.

And also, on Sukkos they would offer seventy bulls for the seventy nations, to draw down influence

to them, as is written in the Midrash on Song of Songs on the verse “Behold, you are fair, my

beloved.”

Similarly, the seventy bulls offered over Sukkos were, according to the Midrash, on behalf of the seventy na‐

tions, drawing blessing even to them. This shows the far reach of the Chesed revealed on Sukkos.

והנה בבחי׳ שוב כשמתרחק מן הרצוא יכול להיות בחי׳ נפילה לגמרי לבחי׳ אחוריים )ולזה נאמר

וישכם אברהם בבקר127 ויחבוש את חמורו דהיינו שבכל בקר מתעורר חסד עליון להתגבר על בחי׳

חמור כו׳

Now, in the state of shov, when one moves away from the ratzo, there can be a complete falling into

the level of the “back parts.” (Of this it is said, “And Avraham rose early in the morning and sad‐

dled his donkey”: that is, every morning supernal Chesed is aroused to overcome the level of the

“donkey,” etc.,

The danger of shov is that a person who has left the rapture of prayer can fall entirely into the external side.

Avraham rising early to saddle his donkey is read as supernal Chesed awakening each morning to master

the chamor (donkey), a play on chomer, coarse matter.

הוא ענין חמרא אפי׳ ]אפילו[ בתקופת תמוז קרירא ליה128 דהיינו מה שאין האדם מתפעל מגדולת ה׳

ועד״ז נאמר אשר קרך בדרך129 כו׳ ובחי׳ אור האהבה דאברהם הוא ויחבוש את חמורו כו׳

which is the matter of “the donkey — even in the season of Tammuz it feels cold”: that is, when a

person is not stirred by the greatness of G-d. In the same vein it is said, “who chilled you (karcha)

on the way,” etc. And the level of the light of Avraham’s love is “and he saddled his donkey,” etc.

The Talmud (Shabbos 53a) quotes the saying that a donkey is cold even in the summer heat of Tammuz:

here, a person unmoved by G-d’s greatness. Amalek, “who chilled you on the way” (karcha, read as kar,

cold), is the same spiritual coldness, and Avraham’s love is the power that masters it.

130 וע׳ בזח״ב ]בזהר חלק ב׳[ תרומה )קס״ו ב׳( איך מבחי׳ קרח נתברר
וע׳ בזח״א ]בזהר חלק א[ וישלח( )דקס״ו ב׳(

הפסולת והם בחי׳ מים הרעים

And see Zohar I, Vayishlach) (folio 166b); and see Zohar II, Terumah (folio 166b), how the waste is

sifted out from the level of ice, and these are the level of “bad waters,”

The Zohar is cited in Vayishlach, where Yaakov’s “ox and donkey” are two forces of harsh judgment, and in

Terumah, for how the waste, the “bad waters,” is sifted out from the “ice.”
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וזהו ענין תענוגים גשמיים ולזאת צריך לחזור ולעורר את האהבה כרשפי אש בחי׳ רצוא להגדיל

מדורת אש האהבה

which is the matter of physical pleasures. Therefore one must again arouse the love like flashes of

fire, the level of ratzo, to enlarge the blaze of the fire of love.

These “bad waters” are physical pleasures. Coldness can lead to them, so a person must rekindle his fiery

love, the ratzo, to make the fire of love burn stronger.

וזהו ישלח דברו וימסם131 ע״ד מ״ש בזח״א ]בזהר חלק א[ בראשית )כ״ט ב׳( תוקפא דצפון אגליד מיא
ותוקפא דדרום שרא מיא132

This is “He sends forth His word and melts them,” in the manner of what is said in Zohar I,

Bereishis (folio 29b): “The strength of the north congeals the waters, and the strength of the south

releases the waters”;

This is “He sends forth His word and melts them.” The Zohar says the power of the north freezes the waters

and the power of the south releases them; north stands for Gevurah and south for Chesed.

דהיינו ע״י תגבורת חום השמש נמס הקרח ונעשה מים וכך על ידי תגבורת רשפי אש האהבה בחי׳

רצוא נעשה המשכת חסד עליון ונתהפך מבחי׳ קרח לבחי׳ מים.

that is, through the intensified heat of the sun the ice melts and becomes water; and so, through the

intensified flashes of the fire of love, the level of ratzo, supernal Chesed is drawn down, and it is

transformed from the level of ice to the level of water.

As the sun’s heat melts ice into water, the renewed fire of love, the ratzo, draws down supernal Chesed and

turns the “ice” back into flowing “water.”

וזהו ענין גבורות גשמים שיורדים בגבורה133 ע״י בחינת גבורה בחינת רשפי אש )ולפמ״ש ]ולפי מה

שכתוב[ לעיל דבחינת קרח זהו בחי׳ הפרסא המפסקת א״כ מה שנתהפך מבחי׳ קרח לבחי׳ מים היינו

להיות הגילוי למטה בבי״ע כמו למעלה

This is the matter of “the might of the rains,” which descend with might, through the level of

Gevurah, the level of flashes of fire. (And according to what was explained above, that the level of

ice is the level of the parsa that divides, the transformation from the level of ice to the level of water

means that the revelation below, in Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah, be as it is above.

This is why the Sages speak of “the might (gevuros) of the rains” (Taanis 2a): the rain comes through

Gevurah, the fiery love. If the ice is the partition, melting it means that the revelation below, in Beriah,

Yetzirah and Asiyah, becomes as it is above.
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וענין בחינה זו בשמע״צ ]בשמיני עצרת[ הוא כמ״ש לעיל בפי׳ מאת הוי׳ היתה זאת134 שבחינת ח״ע ]חכמה

עילאה[ שמאירה בבחי׳ ריחוק נעשה עתה בבחי׳ קירוב כו׳ ע״ש(

And the matter of this level on Shemini Atzeres is as explained above on the meaning of “This was

from Havayah”: that the level of supernal Chochmah, which shines in a mode of distance, now

comes to be in a mode of nearness, etc.; see there.)

This is what happens on Shemini Atzeres, as explained earlier on “This was from Havayah”: supernal

Chochmah, which had shone from a distance, now shines close.

ובחי׳ מים הללו נמשכים ונוזלים למטה ע״י כי ישב רוחו הוא בחי׳ רוח הקדש רוח הנמשך מקדש

העליון הוא בחי׳ חכמה עילאה )ע׳ ]עיין[ זהר חקת קפ״ג ע״ב(

And these waters are drawn and flow down through “He causes His wind to blow”: this is the level

of the holy spirit, a spirit drawn from the supernal “holy,” which is the level of supernal Chochmah

(see Zohar, Chukas, folio 183b).

The waters flow when “He causes His wind (ruach) to blow.” This ruach is the holy spirit, drawn from super‐

nal Chochmah, which is called “holy”; the Zohar (Chukas) says that the wind of the waters is the holy spirit,

which blows first, and then the waters flow.

ואזי יזלו מים שהיא בחי׳ תורה להיות מגיד דבריו ליעקב חוקיו ומשפטיו לישראל135 שהם הם כל

המשניות והלכות שבתורה שבעל פה שנמשכו מבחי׳ ח״ע ]חכמה עילאה[ בחינת תורה שבכבת דאורייתא

מחכמה נפקת כו׳

And then “the waters flow,” which is the level of Torah, so that there be “He tells His words to

Yaakov, His statutes and His ordinances to Israel,” which are all the Mishnayos and halachos in the

Oral Torah that were drawn from the level of supernal Chochmah, the level of the Written Torah;

[for] “the Torah comes forth from Chochmah,” etc.

The flowing waters are Torah, and specifically the Oral Torah’s laws given to Israel, which derive from super‐

nal Chochmah through the Written Torah, since “the Torah comes forth from Chochmah.”

וזהו ענין שמיני עצרת )והיינו כי ביום הכפורים הוא בחינת הנותן שלג כצמר להיות אם יהיו חטאיכם

כשנים כשלג ילבינו כו׳

And this is the matter of Shemini Atzeres. (That is: on Yom Kippur it is the level of “He gives snow

like wool,” so that “if your sins be like scarlet, they shall be white as snow,” etc.

This is Shemini Atzeres. The parenthesis summarizes Psalm 147 as a map of the season. Yom Kippur is “He

gives snow like wool,” whitening sins as snow.
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S E C T I O N  4  ·  ¶ 9 – 1 1

“He sent the people away”: drawing down kingship

ואח״כ כפור כאפר יפזר משליך קרחו זהו המשכת חסד עליון שבסוכות שנגלד ונעשה כפור וקרח

וכמ״ש במן דק ככפור136 והמן הוא מבחי׳ טלא דבדולחא אשר זהו ג״כ שרש בחי׳ סוכות כמש״ל ]כמה

שכתוב לעיל[ סד״ה האזינו השמים.

And afterwards, “He scatters frost like ashes; He casts forth His ice”: this is the drawing down of

supernal Chesed on Sukkos, which congeals and becomes frost and ice, as it is written of the man‐

na, “fine as frost”; and the manna is from the level of “the crystal dew,” which is also the root of the

level of Sukkos, as explained above at the end of the maamar beginning “Give ear, O heavens.”

Sukkos is “frost” and “ice,” the Chesed that took on solid form, like the manna described as “fine as frost.”

The manna comes from “the crystal dew” (tala d’vedolcha), the Zohar’s term for a dew drawn from the high‐

est level, which is also the root of Sukkos.

ואח״כ ישלח דברו וימסם ישב רוחו יזלו מיים זהו בחי׳ שמע״צ ]שמיני עצרת[ שזהו ענין משיב הרוח
137 ,138 ,139 ומוריד הגשם כנ״ל(:

And afterwards, “He sends forth His word and melts them; He causes His wind to blow, the waters

flow”: this is the level of Shemini Atzeres, which is the matter of “He causes the wind to blow and

the rain to fall,” as said above.)

Shemini Atzeres is “He sends forth His word and melts them… the waters flow,” the melting of the ice into

rain. This is why the prayer for wind and rain begins on Shemini Atzeres, completing the answer to the

opening question.

141 ולא שייך לפניו ,142 ד וזהו ביום השמיני שלח140 את העם ויברכו את המלך כי אין מלך בלא עם143,

ית׳ להיות נקרא שמו מלך

4. And this is [the meaning of] “On the eighth day he sent the people away, and they blessed the

king.” For there is no king without a people, and it does not apply before Him, may He be blessed,

that His Name be called “King,”

The fourth section returns to the opening verse. “There is no king without a people”: kingship needs subjects

who are separate from the king and accept his rule. On its own terms, G-d’s relationship to creation does not

fit this description.

9
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כי על מי הוא מלך שהרי הוא מהווה את הכל והיה הוה ויהיה בשוה בשמים ממעל ועל הארץ מתחת

אין עוד144 אלא ע״י עבודתנו אנו ממשיכים מלכותו עלינו

for over whom is He king? After all, He brings everything into being, and “He was, He is and He will

be” equally, “in the heavens above and on the earth below — there is none else.” Rather, through

our service we draw His kingship upon ourselves,

This is because He creates everything and is equally present everywhere; next to Him “there is none else,”

so there is no separate “people” for Him to rule. His kingship is drawn upon us only when we, through our

service, accept it upon ourselves.

וכמאמר אמרו לפני מלכיות כדי שתמליכוני עליכם145 כמ״ש במ״א ועמ״ש מזה בד״ה אתם נצבים גבי

למען הקים אותך היום לו לעם כו׳ ע״ש

as in the saying, “Recite before Me [verses of] Kingship, so that you make Me King over you,” as ex‐

plained elsewhere. And see what is explained on this in the maamar beginning “You are standing,”

regarding “in order to establish you today as a people to Him,” etc.; see there.

This is the Sages’ teaching (Rosh HaShanah 16a): “Recite before Me verses of Kingship, so that you make Me

King over you.” It is we who crown G-d, and the Alter Rebbe refers to a maamar on “You are standing” about

being established as G-d’s people.

והנה המשכת בחי׳ מלכותו אינו בבחי׳ רצוא שהוא להשתפך נפשו כו׳ אלא הוא בחי׳ שוב וכמ״ש שום

תשים עליך מלך146 כו׳ וכמ״ש במ״א

Now, the drawing down of the level of His kingship is not in the mode of ratzo, which is for one’s

soul to pour itself out, etc.; rather, it is the level of shov, as it is written, “You shall surely set a king

over you,” etc., and as explained elsewhere.

Drawing down G-d’s kingship does not happen in the rapture of ratzo, where the soul longs to pour itself

out, but in shov, the settled return to life. The Torah says “set a king over you”: accepting a king is an act of

steady submission.
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147 עם:)ולתוספת ביאור148 ענין שלח זהו כמ״ש וזהו שלח את העם להיות בבחי׳ שוב כדי להיות בחי׳

149 כו׳ ישקו כל חיתו שדי שזהו בחי׳ ההמשכה מבחי׳ ח״ע ]חכמה עילאה[ ,150 המשלח מעינים בנחלים151,

This is “he sent the people away”: to be in the state of shov, so as to be the level of “a people.” (For

further explanation of the matter of “sent”: it is as it is written, “He sends forth springs into the

streams,” etc., “they give drink to every beast of the field” — which is the level of the drawing down

from the level of supernal Chochmah,

So “he sent the people away” means sending them into shov, so that they become an am, a “people”; the

Rebbe’s maamar on this verse (5741), cited in a Kehot note, explains that am here means omemus, a

dimmed, separate existence over which G-d can reign. A gloss (hagahah) begins here and runs to the words

“the second festival day of the Diaspora” in paragraph 12, as the Kehot note shows from the manuscript:

“sent” echoes “He sends forth springs into the streams,” a flow from supernal Chochmah.

שהיא בחי׳ מעיין הנובע ממקור מים חיים הוא בחי׳ סתימא דכל סתימין שמזה נמשך להיות ישקו כל

חיתו שדי ישברו פראים צמאם שהוא בחי׳ ומדרג׳ השוב שאחר הצמאון והרצוא

which is the level of a spring flowing from the source of living waters; it is the level of “the most

hidden of all hidden,” from which is drawn “they give drink to every beast of the field, the wild ass‐

es quench their thirst” — which is the level and rank of shov that follows the thirst and the ratzo.

Chochmah is like a spring from a hidden source, rooted in the most concealed level. Its waters reach the

“beasts of the field” and quench the “thirst” of the wild asses: this quenching is the shov that follows the

thirst and longing of ratzo.

וע׳ מ״ש על פסוק זה בזהר פ׳ חקת( )דקפ״א ע״א( ועמש״ל ]ועיין מה שכתוב לעיל[ ע״פ ושאבתם מים כו׳
152 ממעיני הישועה.

And see what is said on this verse in the Zohar, Parshas Chukas) (folio 181a). And see what is ex‐

plained above on the verse “You shall draw water,” etc., “from the wellsprings of salvation.”

The Zohar (Chukas) says that David spoke these verses with the holy spirit, of the flow from supernal

Chochmah. An earlier maamar on “You shall draw water with joy from the wellsprings of salvation” is also

cited.
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ופי׳ בנחלים י״ל ]יש לומר[ עוד ג״כ ע״ד מ״ש סד״ה להבין פי׳ הפסוק מי אל כמוך153 גבי לשארית

נחלתו154 נחלה עבר155 על נפשנו שהוא בחינת ההמשכה לנש״י ]לנשמות ישראל[ כו׳ ע״ש

And the meaning of “into the streams” (banechalim) may also be explained along the lines of what

is explained at the end of the maamar beginning “To understand the meaning of the verse ‘Who is a

G-d like You,’” regarding “for the remnant of His inheritance (nachalaso)” — “a stream (nachlah)

has passed over our soul” — which is the level of the drawing down to the souls of Israel, etc.; see

there.

Another reading of “streams” (nechalim) comes from the maamar on “Who is a G-d like You” (Likkutei

Torah, Rosh HaShanah). There “the remnant of His inheritance (nachalaso)” is read with nachal, a stream, as

the flow drawn from the Infinite Light to the souls, which at first comes only as an encompassing light: “a

stream (nachlah) has passed over our soul,” without yet entering the inner heart.

156 כו׳ כנחלים נטיו כו׳ ועיין בזהר ויקרא )דף י״ו סע״א ]סוף עמוד א[( גבי וכמ״ש מה טובו אוהליך יעקב157,
158 כארזים עלי מים. וזהו ג״כ מ״ש ושולח מים ע״פ חוצות.

And as it is written, “How goodly are your tents, O Yaakov,” etc., “like streams stretched out,” etc.

And see the Zohar, Vayikra (folio 16, the end of side a), regarding “like cedars beside the waters.”

And this too is what is said, “and sends waters upon the open places.”

Bilam’s blessing compares Yaakov’s tents to “streams stretched out” and to cedars beside the water. The

verse “He sends waters upon the open places” likewise describes divine flow reaching outward.

עוד יובן ענין שלח ע״ד מ״ש במ״א בד״ה ויהי בשלח פרעה159 את העם שע״י גלותם במצרים גרמו

שנתעלו בחי׳ ניצוצי אלקות שנפלו שמה בשבירת הכלים

Further, the matter of “sent” will be understood along the lines of what is explained elsewhere, in

the maamar beginning “And it was when Pharaoh sent the people”: that through their exile in

Egypt they brought about the elevation of the sparks of G-dliness that had fallen there in the shat‐

tering of the vessels;

A second meaning of “sent” comes from the maamar on “when Pharaoh sent the people.” The exile in Egypt

raised up the sparks of G-dliness that had fallen there in the “shattering of the vessels,” the primordial

breaking by which holy sparks came to be scattered in the world.
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והוא הוא בחי׳ כח הצומח להצמיח ישועות ישראל כמ״ש ופרעה הקריב160 וארז״ל ]ואמרו רבותינו זכרונם

161 וע״ז נאמר בשלח פרעה את העם163 שהיה משלח לברכה[ שהקריב את ישראל לאביהם שבשמים162,

פארות וענפים ועושה פרי למעלה את העם כו׳ ע״ש באריכות.

and this is the very level of the power of growth, to make the salvations of Israel sprout, as it is writ‐

ten, “And Pharaoh drew near,” and our Sages said that he drew Israel near to their Father in heav‐

en. Of this it is said, “when Pharaoh sent the people”: that he was sending forth boughs and

branches and making fruit above — “the people,” etc. See there at length.

This raising of sparks is a power of growth. The text reads beshalach as “sending forth” shoots: Pharaoh

made Israel “sprout” boughs and fruit above, just as the Sages read “Pharaoh drew near” as his drawing

Israel near to their Father in heaven.

ומבואר במ״א שבצמיחה זו שהוא מעשה המצות שהוא בחי׳ מצמיח ישועות יש ב׳ בחי׳ העלאה והמשכה

And it is explained elsewhere that in this growth, which is the performance of the mitzvos, the level

of “He makes salvations sprout,” there are two aspects: elevation and drawing down.

The growth produced by mitzvos, called “He makes salvations sprout,” has two movements: raising up from

below, and drawing down from above.

דהיינו מה שנתעלו ניצוצי אלקות משבירת הכלים ע״י בירור ק״נ ]קליפת נוגה[ דהיינו צמר דציצית וקלף

דתפילין ונקרא העלאת מ״נ ]מיין נוקבין[.

That is: the elevation of the sparks of G-dliness from the shattering of the vessels through the re‐

finement of kelipas nogah — namely, the wool of tzitzis and the parchment of tefillin — and this is

called the raising of mayin nukvin (feminine waters).

The raising up happens when a mitzvah uses a physical object from kelipas nogah, the neutral realm that

can be elevated, such as the wool of tzitzis or the parchment of tefillin. The divine spark in it is lifted, and

this is called “raising feminine waters,” the Kabbalistic term for an ascent initiated from below.

164 וזהו ענין לבוש הב׳ מה שעי״ז נמשך גילוי אור א״ס מלמעלה למטה מבחי׳ תר״ך עמודי אור165,

מלכות וכתר מלכות שבפסוק יביאו לבוש מלכות166 כמ״ש במ״א.

The second is that through this a revelation of the Infinite Light is drawn from above to below, from

the level of the 620 pillars of light; and this is the matter of “the royal garment” and “the royal

crown” in the verse “Let them bring the royal garment,” as explained elsewhere.

In response, the Infinite Light is drawn down from above through the “620 pillars of light,” a level of Keser

whose number equals the 613 mitzvos of the Torah and the 7 of the Sages. This is symbolized by the “royal

garment” and “royal crown” of the Megillah.

10
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והנה על בחי׳ בירור הניצוצים משבה״כ ]משבירת הכלים[ נאמר בשלח פרעה את העם כנ״ל. אך על

ההמשכה מלמעלה למטה מבחי׳ כתר מלכות נאמר ביום השמיני שלח את העם כו׳.

Now, of the level of the refinement of the sparks from the shattering of the vessels it is said, “when

Pharaoh sent the people,” as said above. But of the drawing down from above to below, from the

level of “the royal crown,” it is said, “On the eighth day he sent the people away,” etc.

The two movements correspond to two verses: the raising of the sparks is “when Pharaoh sent the people,”

and the drawing down from the royal crown is “On the eighth day he sent the people away.”

וזהו ביום השמיני דייקא שלח את העם. שהכח להיות המשכה זו מלמעלה מעלה גם למטה מטה נמשך

167 כו׳. ממקום עליון כנודע מענין המגביהי לשבת המשפילי לראות168,

This is why it is specifically “on the eighth day” that “he sent the people away”: for the power for

this drawing down, from the highest heights also to the lowest depths, is drawn from a supernal

place, as is known from the matter of “Who is enthroned on high, who looks down low,” etc.

The drawing down must come from a very high place, because only what is highest can reach the lowest. As

the verse says, the One “enthroned on high” is the one who “looks down low.”

והיינו מבחי׳ ביום השמיני שהוא בחי׳ שלמעלה משבע מדות עליונות

That is, from the level of “on the eighth day,” which is the level that is above the seven supernal

attributes.

“The eighth day” is above the seven supernal attributes, the seven emotive Sefiros that parallel the seven

days of the week.

וע״ד מ״ש בזהר פ׳ ויחי )דרמ״ו ע״ב( ע״פ נפתלי אילה שלוחה169 כו׳ וההוא קול אשתלח מאתר עמיקא

דלעילא170 כו׳ שהוא בחינת בינה אשר בבינה הוא התגלות עתיק171 וזהו ג״כ ענין ביום השמיני שלח

כו׳.

And [this is] along the lines of what is said in the Zohar, Parshas Vayechi (folio 246b), on the verse

“Naftali is a hind let loose,” etc.: “And that voice is sent forth from the deep place above,” etc.,

which is the level of Binah, for in Binah there is the revelation of Atik [the inner level of Keser]; and

this too is the matter of “On the eighth day he sent,” etc.

The Zohar on Naftali, “a hind let loose (sheluchah),” uses the root of “sent” (shalach): the voice is sent forth

from “the deep place above,” which is Binah. In Binah, Atik, the innermost level of Keser, is revealed; in

Torah Ohr (the beginning of Lech Lecha) the Alter Rebbe explains that Atik, the source of delight, shows it‐

self in Binah and not in Chochmah, which is only a point. So the eighth day, above the seven, is the source of

this sending.

11
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ובמ״א נתבאר דבחי׳ ביום השמיני זהו בחי׳ מלך השמיני הדר172 שהוא המתקן מבחי׳ תהו להיות בחי׳

תיקון כו׳

Elsewhere it is explained that the level of “on the eighth day” is the level of the eighth king, Hadar,

who is the one who rectifies, [bringing] from the level of Tohu [chaos] to become the level of Tikkun

[rectification], etc.

Elsewhere the eighth day is linked to Hadar, the eighth of the kings of Edom listed in Genesis. In Kabbalah

the first seven kings, who “died,” represent Tohu (chaos), and Hadar represents the beginning of Tikkun

(rectification).

ועמ״ש על פ׳ למנצח על השמינית173 גבי מילה שניתנה בשמיני דייקא אשר כ״ז ]כל זה[ הוא מקום עליון

מאד שמשם נמשך בחי׳ שילוח זה דשלח את העם

And see what is explained on the verse “For the conductor, on the Sheminis [the eighth],” regard‐

ing circumcision, which was given specifically on the eighth [day]. All this is a very high place,

from which this level of sending, “he sent the people away,” is drawn;

Similarly, the psalm “on the Sheminis” (the eighth) is read by the Sages as referring to circumcision on the

eighth day (Menachos 43b), and in Likkutei Torah, Tazria, the Alter Rebbe explains that the eighth day draws

on a level higher than the holiness of the seventh. All these “eighths” point to a very high source from which

the sending of the people is drawn.

דהיינו אחר בחי׳ למען הקים אותך היום לו לעם174 שבר״ה ]שבראש השנה[ ויוהכ״פ ]ויום הכפורים[ בבחי׳
175 רצוא יהי׳ ]יהיה[ נמשך בחי׳ זו ג״כ בבחי׳ שוב לאחד והיינו ביום השמיני דוקא.

that is, after the level of “in order to establish you today as a people to Him,” which on Rosh

HaShanah and Yom Kippur was in the mode of ratzo, this level will be drawn down also in the mode

of “return to the One”; and this is specifically “on the eighth day.”

On Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur Israel became G-d’s “people” in the mode of ratzo; on the eighth day,

Shemini Atzeres, this is drawn down into shov, the stable “return to the One” that carries into the year.
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S E C T I O N  5  ·  ¶ 1 2 – 1 3

Blessing, tents and joy

והנה עם היות שרצוא הוא בחי׳ גבוה מאד עכ״ז ]עם כל זה[ תכלית הבריאה להיות לו ידרה בתחתונים

שיהיה הגילוי למטה וזהו בחי׳ שוב.

Now, although ratzo is a very high level, nevertheless the purpose of creation is that He have a

dwelling place among the lower realms, that the revelation be below; and this is the level of shov.

Ratzo is a very high level, yet creation’s purpose is that G-d have a “dwelling in the lower realms,” revealed

here below. That is achieved through shov, the return into life with Torah and mitzvos, which is why Shemini

Atzeres, the festival of shov, is the culmination.

ועמ״ש בד״ה שובה ישראל עד בפי׳ הפסוק כי עמך הסליחה למען תורא176

See what is explained in the maamar beginning “Return, O Israel, unto,” on the meaning of the

verse “For with You is forgiveness, that You may be feared.”

The Alter Rebbe refers to the maamar on “Return, O Israel” (Shabbos Shuvah), on the verse “with You is for‐

giveness, that You may be feared.”

ומ״ש במ״א ע״פ מאמר הזח״ג ]הזהר חלק ג[ אמור )ד״ק ע״ב( בענין בת אבי היא177 אך לא בת אמי178 כי

יוהכ״פ ]יום הכפורים[ זהו מבחי׳ תבא אם ותקנח כו׳ ובשמע״צ ]ובשמיני עצרת[ נקרא כנס״י ]כנסת ישראל[ בת

אבי כו׳

And [see] what is explained elsewhere on the statement of Zohar III, Emor (folio 100b), on the mat‐

ter of “she is the daughter of my father, but not the daughter of my mother.” For Yom Kippur is

from the level of “Let the mother come and wipe away,” etc., while on Shemini Atzeres Knesses

Yisrael is called “the daughter of my father,” etc.

Another maamar explains the Zohar’s reading of Avraham’s words about Sarah, “she is the daughter of my

father, but not the daughter of my mother”: Knesses Yisrael unites with the King when she receives from the

“father,” Chochmah, and not from the “mother,” Binah. Binah is the source of teshuvah and atonement, so

Yom Kippur is when “the mother comes and wipes away” the child’s soiling (the Midrash’s parable for the

red heifer, in Rashi on Numbers 19:22); on Shemini Atzeres, Knesses Yisrael is called “the daughter of my

father.”

12
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ועמש״ל ]ועיין מה שכתוב לעיל[ מענין ביום השמיני גבי מאת הוי׳ היתה זאת היא נפלאת בעינינו179 ועמ״ש

במ״א בענין שמיני למילואים

And see what is explained above on the matter of “on the eighth day,” regarding “This was from

Havayah; it is wondrous in our eyes”; and see what is explained elsewhere on the matter of “the

eighth [day] of the inauguration.”

This connects with the earlier explanation of “This was from Havayah”: supernal Chochmah, which shone

from afar, now shines close. “The eighth day of the inauguration” of the Mishkan is mentioned as a parallel

“eighth.”

והנה )בד״ה ב׳ סי׳ ז׳( כתיב וביום עשרים ושלשה לחדש השביעי שלח את העם180 י״ל ]יש לומר[ רמז ליו״ט

181 ב׳ של גליות ועמ״ש לקמן מענין יו״ט ]יום טוב[ ב׳ של גליות ואזי ויברכו את המלך להמשיך
]ליום טוב[

בחי׳ מלכותו ית׳.

Now, it is written (II Chronicles, chapter 7), “And on the twenty-third day of the seventh month he

sent the people away.” This may be explained as an allusion to the second festival day of the

Diaspora; and see what is explained below on the matter of the second festival day of the Diaspora.

And then, “they blessed the king”: to draw down the level of His kingship, may He be blessed.

II Chronicles dates the sending away of the people to the twenty-third of Tishrei, which the Alter Rebbe takes

as an allusion to the Diaspora’s second day of Shemini Atzeres (Simchas Torah); the Rebbe’s maamar on this

verse (5741), cited in a Kehot note, explains why the allusion lies in “he sent the people away.” Here the gloss

that began in paragraph 9 ends, and the main text resumes: “And then they blessed the king,” drawing

G-d’s kingship down into the world.

והיינו ע״י עסק התורה באתדבקות רוחא ברוחא בחי׳ ישקני מנשיקות פיהו182 וגו׳ ואזי ואשים דברי

בפיך183 כו׳ מתניתא מלכתא184 כו׳ כמ״ש במ״א.

That is, through the study of Torah, with the cleaving of spirit to spirit, the level of “Let him kiss me

with the kisses of his mouth,” etc.; and then, “I have put My words in your mouth,” etc.; “the

Mishnah is the queen,” etc., as explained elsewhere.

This is done through Torah study, in which the learner’s spirit cleaves to G-d’s spirit, as in a “kiss” of the

mouth. G-d puts His words in our mouth, and the Mishnah, the Oral Torah, is called “queen”: in the Talmud

(Beitzah 28b) “the Mishnah is queen (malk’sa)” is a memory aid, which the Alter Rebbe reads as the bond of

the Mishnah with Malchus, divine kingship.
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וארז״ל ]ואמרו רבותינו זכרונם לברכה[ אל תקרא בניך אלא בוניך185 שעוסקים בבנינו של עולם )עמ״ש מזה

186 פירוש בנינו של עולם הוא בחי׳ מלכותו ית׳ ,187 בד״ה וכל בניך למודי(

And our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “Do not read banayich (your children) but bonayich (your

builders),” for they are occupied with the building of the world (see what is explained on this in the

maamar beginning “And all your children shall be taught”). The meaning of “the building of the

world” is the level of His kingship, may He be blessed,

The Sages read “your children” (banayich) as “your builders” (bonayich): Torah scholars “build the world.”

That building is the establishment of G-d’s kingship.

188 שנבנית מתורה שבכתב שמאות כי מלכותך מלכות כל עולמים כתיב ותורה שבעל פה קרינן לה189,
אחת מתורה שבכתב נמשך פרק אחד בתורה שבעל פה190

for it is written, “Your kingship is the kingship of all worlds,” and “we call it the Oral Torah,” for it is

built from the Written Torah: from a single letter of the Written Torah an entire chapter of the Oral

Torah is drawn;

Kingship, Malchus, is identified with the Oral Torah. The Oral Torah is “built” from the Written Torah, ex‐

panding a single letter into a whole chapter.

וכמו למשל מאות ו׳ וכי ישאל191 וי״ו מוסיף על ענין ראשון נעשה פרק השואל192 שע״י תורה שבעל

פה הוא התגלות מלכותו ית׳ בבחי׳ גילוי.

as, for example, from the letter vav of “And if [a person] borrows” — [since] a vav adds to the pre‐

ceding subject — the chapter HaSho’el [“The Borrower,” in the Talmud] was made. For through the

Oral Torah there is the revelation of His kingship, may He be blessed, in a state of revelation.

For example, the Talmud derives an entire chapter on borrowing (HaSho’el) from the single letter vav that

opens “And if a person borrows.” So the Oral Torah reveals G-d’s kingship openly in the world.

וזהו ויברכו את המלך בחינת ברכה והמשכה בגילוי רב ואותה אנו מבקשים גלה כבוד מלכותך193

And this is “and they blessed the king”: the level of blessing and drawing down in great revelation.

And this is what we request: “Reveal the glory of Your kingship”

“They blessed the king”: berachah, blessing, means drawing down, here the open revelation of G-d’s king‐

ship. This is the request of the festival prayer, “Reveal the glory of Your kingship.”
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)ועמ״ש במ״א בענין חיי שרה מאה שנה194 שהם מאה ברכות כו׳ ומ״ש בד״ה האזינו השמים בענין

והאופנים כו׳ ואומרים ברוך כבוד195 ה׳ ממקומו.

(see what is explained elsewhere on the matter of “The life of Sarah was a hundred years,” which

are the hundred blessings, etc.; and what is explained in the maamar beginning “Give ear, O heav‐

ens,” on the matter of “And the ofanim [a class of angels],” etc., who say, “Blessed be the glory of

Havayah from His place”;

A parenthesis (through part 12) lists maamarim on blessing as drawing down: the hundred daily blessings

alluded to in Sarah’s hundred years, and the ofanim, angels who say “Blessed be the glory of Havayah from

His place.”

וסד״ה ראה אנכי נותן לפניכם היום ברכה196 ובד״ה אני הוי׳ אלקיכם אשר הוצאתי אתכם מארץ
197 מצרים בענין יהא שמיה רבא מברך ובד״ה ועתה יגדל נא כח אד׳(

and at the end of the maamar beginning “See, I set before you this day a blessing”; and in the maa‐

mar beginning “I am Havayah your G-d who brought you out of the land of Egypt,” on the matter of

“May His great Name be blessed”; and in the maamar beginning “And now, let the power of Ado-

nai be great”)

The list continues with maamarim on “See, I set before you a blessing,” on the response “May His great

Name be blessed,” and on Moshe’s prayer “let the power of Ado-nai be great,” all of which discuss drawing

G-d’s kingship into revelation.

והופע בהדר גאון עוזך. והופע לשון זריחה והארה בהתגלות כמ״ש הופיע מהר פארן וזרח משעיר
198 וגו׳.

“and appear in the splendor of the majesty of Your might.” “Appear” is an expression of shining

forth and radiance in revelation, as it is written, “He appeared from Mount Paran, and shone forth

from Seir,” etc.

Another prayer, of Rosh HaShanah, asks, “appear in the splendor of the majesty of Your might.” “Appear”

(hofa) means shining forth openly, as when G-d “appeared from Mount Paran” at the giving of the Torah.

וזהו וילכו לאהליהם שהמשיכו בחי׳ מלכותו ית׳ לעשות לו אהל ומשכן ודירה בתחתונים בחי׳ כלים

וכו׳

And this is “and they went to their tents”: they drew down the level of His kingship, may He be

blessed, to make for Him a tent and a tabernacle and a dwelling place among the lower realms, the

level of vessels, etc.

“They went to their tents”: they drew G-d’s kingship down into a “tent,” a dwelling for Him below. The tent is

the vessel, meaning Torah and mitzvos, which holds the light.
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)ועמ״ש מענין אהל בד״ה במדבר סיני199 באהל מועד200 וע״פ מה טובו אוהליך יעקב201 כו׳( וע״י זה
202 נעשים שמחים וטובי לב.

(See what is explained on the matter of “tent” in the maamar beginning “In the wilderness of Sinai,

in the Tent of Meeting,” and on the verse “How goodly are your tents, O Yaakov,” etc.) And through

this they become “joyful and glad of heart.”

References to maamarim on the Tent of Meeting and on Yaakov’s tents. Through making G-d a dwelling, the

people became “joyful and glad of heart.”

פי׳ שמחים בבחי׳ אהבה שלמעלה מן הטעם ודעת וכמ״ש אז תשמח203 בבחי׳ אז שהוא בבחי׳ קדם

This means: “joyful” in the level of love that is above reason and knowledge, as it is written, “Then

(az) shall [the maiden] rejoice” — in the level of az, which is the level of “before” (kedem).

“Joyful” refers to the love above reason, the hidden love of the soul’s kedem. The word az (“then”) in “then

shall the maiden rejoice” is read as pointing to that primordial level, “before.”

)עמ״ש בד״ה ראה אנכי הנ״ל גבי פי׳ לאיתן האזרחי204 וע׳ במדרש רבה בשלח( )ר״פ כ״ג( ע״פ נכון

205 ,206 כסאך מאז

(See what is explained in the maamar beginning “See, I [set],” mentioned above, regarding the

meaning of “of Eisan the Ezrachite”; and see Midrash Rabbah, Beshalach) (the beginning of chap‐

ter 23), on the verse “Your throne is established from then (me’az)”;

The parenthesis cites places where az is linked to the level of kedem: the maamar on the psalm of Eisan the

Ezrachite (whom the Sages identify with Avraham), and the Midrash on “Your throne is established from

then (me’az),” which says G-d’s throne was not settled until Israel sang “Then (az) Moshe sang.”

208 וטובי לב שתהיה בגילוי אהבה זו שמבחי׳ 207 ע״פ אז ישיר209,
ובזח״ב ]ובזהר חלק ב׳[ )בשלח נ״ד ב׳(

פנימיות נקודת הלב בבחי׳ אור ולא בבחינת חשך וכמ״ש וירא אלה ים את האור כי טוב

and Zohar II (Beshalach, folio 54b), on the verse “Then (az) [Moshe] sang.” And “glad of heart”: that

this love, which is from the level of the inner point of the heart, be in revelation, in the level of light

and not in the level of darkness, as it is written, “And G-d saw the light, that it was good.”

The Zohar on the Song at the Sea, “Then (az) Moshe sang,” is cited as well. “Glad of heart” (tovei lev) means

that the hidden love of the inner heart comes into open revelation, “light” rather than “darkness,” as in

“G-d saw the light, that it was good (tov).”
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211 )ועיין במדרש רות רבה ע״פ וייטב לבו210 ועמ״ש בד״ה ענין חנוכה בענין בהיטיבו את הנרות(.

(And see the Midrash Ruth Rabbah on the verse “and his heart was merry”; and see what is ex‐

plained in the maamar beginning “The matter of Chanukah,” on the matter of “when he trims the

lamps.”)

The word tov links “glad of heart” to this revealed light. The Midrash on Boaz’s merry heart (Ruth Rabbah

5:15) explains that he occupied himself with words of Torah, “the Torah of Your mouth is good to me,” and

the maamar on trimming (heitiv) the Menorah’s lamps is cited for the same word.

על כל הטובה212 אשר עשה213 ה׳ לדוד עבדו היינו בחי׳ מלכותו ית׳ ולישראל עמו שהם בניך בוניך214

כו׳ כנ״ל

“For all the goodness that Havayah had done for David His servant” — that is, the level of His king‐

ship, may He be blessed — “and for Israel His people,” who are “your children,” “your builders,”

etc., as said above.

The verse ends: the people rejoiced “for all the goodness Havayah had done for David His servant and for

Israel His people.” David stands for G-d’s kingship; the Rebbe’s maamar (5741), cited in a Kehot note, ob‐

serves that “Israel His people” includes both the “children” and the “builders.”

והמשכיל על סדר עבודה זו יראה שיש בה ריחוק וקירוב וריחוק שצריך לעורר תמיד בחי׳ רצוא ולא די
215 להיות בבחי׳ שוב לבד וגם בבחי׳ רצוא אי אפשר להתקיים כנ״ל.

And one who reflects on this order of service will see that there is in it distance and nearness, and

distance: for one must always arouse the level of ratzo, and it is not enough to be in the level of

shov alone; and yet in the level of ratzo, too, it is impossible to remain, as said above.

The Alter Rebbe sums up the pattern: distance, nearness, and distance again. One must keep renewing ratzo,

since shov alone grows cold, yet one cannot remain in ratzo either.

וענין זה נמצא בסדר התפלה בכל הברכות ברוך הוא לשון נסתר כאלו מדבר עם מי שאינו לפניו אלא

רחוק

This matter is found in the order of prayer, in all the blessings: “Blessed” is in the third person, as

though one were speaking with someone who is not before him but far away;

The same rhythm of distance and nearness appears in the wording of every blessing. “Blessed” (baruch)

speaks of G-d in the third person, as if He were absent and far away.

13
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ואתה הוא בחינת גילוי לנוכח. הוי׳ אלהינו הוא ג״כ לשון נסתר מלך העולם הוא גילוי מלכותו ית׳.

and “are You” is the level of revelation, in the second person. “Havayah our G-d” is also in the

third person; “King of the world” is the revelation of His kingship, may He be blessed.

“Are You” (atah), by contrast, addresses Him directly, as present. “Havayah our G-d” returns to the third

person, and “King of the world” reveals His kingship.

וכן על דרך זה בכל סדר התפלה יש במקרא אחד נסתר ונכח שהוא בחינות ריחוק וקירוב

Likewise, in this manner, throughout the order of prayer there is, within a single verse, both third

person and second person, which are the levels of distance and nearness.

Throughout the prayers, a single verse often switches between third and second person. These shifts are the

movement between distance and nearness.

218 ועמ״ש 216 ע״ש מרחוק ה׳ נראה לי. )ועיין במדרש שמות רבה פרשה א׳ ע״פ ותתצב אחותו מרחוק217,

סד״ה אתם נצבים בענין ושקל בפלס219 שהוא ג״כ בחי׳ ריחוק כו׳ ומ״ש סד״ה וידעת היום בענין שלום
220 שלום לרחוק ולקרוב(

(See Midrash Shemos Rabbah, section 1, on the verse “And his sister stood from afar”; see there:

“From afar Havayah appeared to me.” And see what is explained at the end of the maamar begin‐

ning “You are standing,” on the matter of “and weighed with a balance,” which is also the level of

distance, etc.; and what is explained at the end of the maamar beginning “Know this day,” on the

matter of “Peace, peace, to the far and to the near.”)

The Midrash (Shemos Rabbah 1:22) reads the verse about Miriam standing “from afar” as said of the holy

spirit, “afar” recalling “From afar Havayah appeared to me”: distance itself can be a mode of G-d’s pres‐

ence. Other maamarim on weighing “with a balance” and on “peace to the far and to the near” develop the

same theme.

וזהו שכתוב בזוה״ק ]בזוהר הקדוש[ וכהאריז״ל ]וכתבי האריז״ל[ ששכנס״י עם הקב״ה הם בבחי׳ פנים בפנים

לעתים ולעתים בבחי׳ אחור באחור ולעתים יורדת כנסת ישראל לבריאה יצירה עשיה כו׳:

And this is what is written in the holy Zohar and [in the teachings of] the Arizal, of blessed memory:

that Knesses Yisrael and the Holy One, blessed be He, are at times in a state of face to face, at times

in a state of back to back, and at times Knesses Yisrael descends to Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah, etc.

The Zohar and the Arizal describe the relationship between Knesses Yisrael and G-d as shifting: sometimes

“face to face,” sometimes “back to back,” and sometimes with Knesses Yisrael descending into the lower

worlds. This cosmic rhythm mirrors the dance of the soul.
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S E C T I O N  6  ·  ¶ 1 4 – 1 7

Summary

קיצור ע״פ ביום השמיני שלח

Summary of [the maamar on] “On the eighth day he sent”

A heading: what follows is a short summary (kitzur) of the maamar, outlining its main points section by

section.

14

)א( במחול לשון מחילת עון ול׳ ]ולשון[ ריקוד. בהריקוד יש ריחוק וקירוב והיינו בחי׳ רצוא ושוב.

(1) “In the dance”: an expression of forgiveness of sin, and an expression of dancing. In dancing

there is distance and nearness, and this is the level of ratzo and shov.

Summary of section one: machol, “dance,” means both forgiveness of sin and dancing, and the dance, with

its moving apart and coming together, is ratzo and shov.

221 קדם בחינת במי נמלך. סוכ״ע. ומזה נמשך הרצוא בחלל הימיני תעלומת לב אחור וקדם צרתני.
222 שנמשכה מבחינת ישת חשך סתרו.

“Behind and before You have formed me.” “Before”: the level of “With whom did He take counsel”;

sovev kol almin. From this the ratzo in the right chamber is drawn, “the hidden thing of the heart,”

which is drawn from the level of “He made darkness His hiding place.”

The soul has “behind” and “before.” “Before” is its root in G-d’s thought, beyond the worlds (sovev kol

almin); from it comes the hidden, fiery ratzo in the heart’s right chamber, rooted in G-d’s concealed level,

“He made darkness His hiding place.”

223 אש שחורה(. בצל שדי יתלונן בחינת מקיף. והעבודה להיות יהי אור224 )והיינו ע״י התהפכות )שחורה אני

חשך דנה״ב ]דנפש הבהמית[(.

(“I am black”: black fire.) “In the shadow of the Almighty he abides”: the level of makif. And the

service is to be “Let there be light” (that is, through the transformation of the darkness of the ani‐

mal soul).

This hidden love is “black fire” and the “shade” that encompasses a person from outside. The task is to turn

it into “light,” by transforming the darkness of the animal soul.

15
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ובמ״א מבואר הרצוא מ״ה ]שם מ״ה[ והשוב ב״ן ]שם ב״ן[ ומ״ש ששרשו מבחי׳ קדם היינו א״ק ]אדם קדמון[
225 אדם מ״ה ]שם מ״ה[ דאיהו אורח אצילות:

Elsewhere it is explained that the ratzo is [the Name] Mah and the shov is [the Name] Ban; and what

is said, that its root is from the level of “before,” means Adam Kadmon [Primordial Man], Adam of

Mah, “which is the path of Atzilus.”

An added note: elsewhere ratzo is linked to the divine Name Mah (spelled with alephs, numerical value 45)

and shov to the Name Ban (spelled with heis, value 52). The soul’s root in kedem refers to Adam Kadmon,

the primordial level above Atzilus, described as Mah “that is the path of Atzilus.”

)ב( והנה סדר העבודה צ״ל תחלה ר״ה ]ראש השנה[ שמאל דוחה בבחינת ריחוק ועי״ז שמאלו תחת

לראשי226 עד שביוהכ״פ ]שביום הכפורים[ לפני הוי׳ תטהרו בחינת פנים בפנים )וזהו הריחוק והקירוב

שבמחול ואז הוא ג״כ מחול לשון מחילת עון(.

(2) Now, the order of service must be, first, Rosh HaShanah, “the left hand pushes away,” in the

mode of distance; and through this, “His left hand is under my head,” until on Yom Kippur, “before

Havayah you shall be purified,” the level of face to face. (And this is the distance and nearness in

the dance; and then it is also machol in the sense of forgiveness of sin.)

Summary of section two: service begins with the distance of Rosh HaShanah, “the left hand pushes away,”

which becomes the base under the head and leads to Yom Kippur’s face-to-face closeness. This is the dis‐

tance and nearness of the dance, and Yom Kippur is also machol as forgiveness.

229 228 ואין בו אכילה ושתיה: ועי״ז אם יהיו חטאיכם כשנים כשלג ילבינו227 כו׳. לבושיה כתלג חיור.

And through this, “If your sins be like scarlet, they shall be white as snow,” etc. “His garment white

as snow.” And it has no eating or drinking.

Through this, sins become white as snow, the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy (“His garment white as snow”) are

revealed, and the day has no eating or drinking because the inner heart, not nourished by food, is revealed.

16

230 אהבה רבה. ה׳ צלך231 וד׳ מינים שבלולב להמשיך שם הוי׳ )ג( ומזה נמשך בסוכות וימניו תחבקני.

בהלב.

(3) From this there is drawn on Sukkos “and His right hand embraces me”: great love. “Havayah is

your shade”; and the four kinds in the lulav, to draw the Name Havayah into the heart.

Summary of section three: Yom Kippur leads to the embrace of Sukkos, the “great love.” The sukkah is G-d’s

“shade,” and the four kinds draw the Name Havayah into the heart.

17
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וזהו הנותן שלג כצמר232 בחי׳ יוהכ״פ ]יום הכפורים[ ואח״כ משליך קרחו233 היינו בחי׳ אה״ר ]אהבה רבה[

הנ״ל שנגלד ונעשה קרח.

And this is “He gives snow like wool,” the level of Yom Kippur; and afterwards “He casts forth His

ice,” that is, the level of great love mentioned above, which congealed and became ice.

In Psalm 147, “snow like wool” is Yom Kippur, and “He casts forth His ice” is Sukkos, when the great love

“freezes” into a graspable form.

235 וכן בחי׳ שוב ההתלבשות במעשה 234 פרסא פרוכת שלשת אלפים משל. )והוא כענין רקיע כעין הקרח(.

236 המצות וזהו כי חסד חפצתי ולא זבח.

(And it is like the matter of “a firmament like the color of ice.”) Parsa; curtain; three thousand para‐

bles. And likewise the level of shov, the clothing in the performance of the mitzvos; and this is “For

I desire kindness, and not sacrifice.”

The ice is the firmament over the chayos, the partition (parsa) or curtain between worlds, like a teacher’s

parable. It is also the shov, in which love is clothed in practical mitzvos; the verse “I desire kindness, not sac‐

rifice” is cited as an example of G-d’s desire for Chesed expressed in deeds.

)ועמ״ש סד״ה כי תשמע בענין כי באלה חפצתי237 ומ״ש בד״ה בפ׳ נסכים(. אך לפני קרתו מי יעמוד.

(And see what is explained at the end of the maamar beginning “For you shall hearken,” on the

matter of “for in these I delight”; and what is explained in the maamar in the section on libations.)

But “before His cold, who can stand?”

References to maamarim on “for in these I delight” and on the libations. But the ice brings the danger of

coldness: “before His cold, who can stand?”

ולכן צ״ל ישלח דברו וימסם238 וזהו ענין שמע״צ ]שמיני עצרת[ )וב׳ בחי׳ אלו דקרח ויזלו מים זהו ג״כ

ריחוק וקירוב(:

Therefore there must be “He sends forth His word and melts them”; and this is the matter of

Shemini Atzeres. (And these two levels, of ice and of “the waters flow,” are also distance and

nearness.)

Therefore the ice must be melted, “He sends forth His word and melts them”: this is Shemini Atzeres. Ice

and flowing water are themselves a form of distance and nearness.
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239 ועמ״ש ע״פ בשלח פרעה240 )ד( ובבחי׳ זו שלח את העם. כי אין מלך בלא עם. )המשלח מעיינים.

והיינו שזה שגם בהשוב יהיה כלול רצוא241 נמשך מבים השמיני. והשוב ב״ן ]שם ב״ן[ מתברר ועולה242

בס״ג ]בשם ס״ג[ שלמעלה ממ״ה ]משם מ״ה[(

(4) And in this level, “he sent the people away,” for there is no king without a people. (“He sends

forth springs.” And see what is explained on “when Pharaoh sent.” That is: this — that even in the

shov there be ratzo included — is drawn from “on the eighth day.” And the shov, [the Name] Ban, is

refined and ascends into [the Name] Sag, which is higher than Mah.)

Section four: in this level “he sent the people away,” because a king needs a people. The ability to keep ratzo

within shov comes from the “eighth day”; the Rebbe’s maamar (5741), cited in a Kehot note, reads this as the

ratzo of Rosh HaShanah included in the shov of Shemini Atzeres. In Kabbalistic terms, shov (the Name Ban)

is refined and rises to the Name Sag, which is higher than Mah, the Name linked to ratzo; so the “return” ul‐

timately reaches higher than the “running.”

ויברכו )ע״ד בכה״מ ]ברוך כבוד ה׳ ממקומו[ גם ע״ד ברוב עם הדרת מלך243 בחי׳ הדר מלכותו244 נמשך

מבחי׳ ברוב עם וזהו שלח את העם ויברכו כו׳ ועמ״ש בד״ה אלה מסעי בענין אל תהי ברכת הדיוט(.

“And they blessed” (in the manner of “Blessed be the glory of Havayah from His place”; also in the

manner of “In the multitude of people is the King’s splendor”: the level of the splendor of His king‐

ship is drawn from the level of “the multitude of people,” and this is “he sent the people away and

they blessed,” etc. And see what is explained in the maamar beginning “These are the journeys,”

on the matter of “Let not the blessing of a commoner [be light in your eyes]”).

“They blessed” is compared to the angels’ blessing “Blessed be the glory of Havayah from His place” and to

the proverb “In the multitude of people is the King’s splendor”: the splendor of G-d’s kingship comes from

His many people. Sending the people out and their blessing are therefore connected.

247 ,248 בוניך שמחים ע״ד אז תשמח245 בחי׳ קדם )ע׳ ]עיין[ זח״ב ]זהר חלק ב׳[ בשלח נ״ד246 א׳ ע״פ אז ישיר(

והוא ז׳ ימי הסוכות ז׳ דאז והאלף249 שמע״צ ]שמיני עצרת[ עתיק שמתגלה בבינה

“Your builders.” “Joyful,” in the manner of “Then (az) shall she rejoice,” the level of “before” (see

Zohar II, Beshalach, folio 54a, on “Then [Moshe] sang”). And this is: the seven days of Sukkos are

the zayin (seven) of az, and the alef (one) is Shemini Atzeres, Atik, which is revealed in Binah.

The people are “your builders,” and their joy is the az of “then shall she rejoice,” the level of kedem. Az is

spelled alef (1) and zayin (7): the zayin is the seven days of Sukkos, and the alef is Shemini Atzeres, which

draws on Atik, the level above, as revealed in Binah.
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וזהו אז תשמח וזהו ויצא יעקב מבאר שבע250 שהיא בינה משם שלח חרנה להיות רנה וזהו חי׳ ימי

חנוכה אז ז׳ נמשך בהם אלף

And this is “Then (az) shall she rejoice.” And this is “And Yaakov went out from Be’er Sheva,” which

is Binah; from there [comes the] sending toward Charan (charanah), to be rinah (song). And this is

the eight days of Chanukah: az — into the seven the alef is drawn.

Yaakov leaving Be’er Sheva for Charan illustrates the same pattern. Be’er Sheva is Binah; from there comes

the sending toward Charan: charanah (“toward Charan”) contains rinah (“song”), and its first letter, ches,

has the value eight, as the text goes on at once to the eight days of Chanukah. Those eight days are likewise

az: the “one” drawn into the “seven.”

וזהו ויצא יעקב מבאר שבע בינה שהיא באר ומקור לשבע המדות ע״ד אז משם נמשך וילך חרנה לברר

בירורים בחי׳ שלח את העם ועד״ז יובן ענין ח׳ ימי חנוכה א״ז שהנס251 היה שהדליקו שמונה ימים:

And this is “And Yaakov went out from Be’er Sheva”: Binah, which is the well (be’er) and source for

the seven (sheva) attributes, in the manner of az; from there is drawn “and he went toward

Charan,” to refine the refinements, the level of “he sent the people away.” In the same way the mat‐

ter of the eight days of Chanukah, az, will be understood: that the miracle was that they lit for eight

days.

Binah is called Be’er Sheva, the “well of seven,” because it is the source of the seven emotive attributes.

From it Yaakov went to Charan to refine the sparks there, the equivalent of “he sent the people away”; and

Chanukah’s eight days of lighting reflect the same az.
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I N  O N E ’ S  A V O D A H

A person should not rest content with either stage of the dance. Shov alone, the practical keeping of

mitzvos, can turn cold, so one must keep rekindling the fiery love of ratzo, especially in prayer; yet rapture

alone cannot last, so that love must be carried into Torah study and mitzvos, making a dwelling for G-d in

daily life. The way there begins with honest self-reckoning, sensing one’s distance, which becomes the base

for true closeness.

Q U E S T I O N S  F O R  D I S C U S S I O N

1. How can moving away be part of drawing close, as in the circle dance? Where have you seen distance

serve a relationship?

2. What are the soul’s “before” and “behind,” and why does the hidden love of the inner heart never

disappear?

3. Why is Sukkos compared to ice and Shemini Atzeres to melting water? What does that say about the risks

and the value of routine observance?

4. Why does G-d’s kingship need a “people,” and why is it drawn down through shov rather than ratzo?

5. How does the switch between “Blessed” and “You” in every blessing reflect the relationship the maamar

describes?



L I K K U T E I  T O R A H  ·  S H E M I N I  AT Z E R E S  ·  M A A M A R  4 …ביום השמיני שלח את העם ויברכו את המלך

54likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/shemini-atzeres/4/

F O R  C H I L D R E N  ·  A G E S  9 – 1 3

For the children at the table

The circle dance of the soul

T H E  B I G  I D E A

Our love for G-d runs toward Him and comes back into daily life, and on Shemini Atzeres

the fire of the Days of Awe flows into Torah and mitzvos like melting ice.

Why do we need Rosh HaShanah, Yom Kippur and Sukkos before Shemini Atzeres, the day we re‐

ceive the blessing for the year? The Alter Rebbe compares it to a circle dance, where moving apart

helps the dancers come together. Every Jew has a hidden, fiery love for G-d deep in the heart, and

serving G-d means bringing it into the light. This has two steps: ratzo, running toward G-d with

longing, and shov, coming back to live that love in Torah and mitzvos. On Rosh HaShanah we look

honestly at ourselves and feel how far we are. On Yom Kippur, through the Thirteen Attributes of

Mercy, we come close to G-d, face to face. On Sukkos G-d embraces us with great love, and that love

“freezes” into the mitzvos like ice. Ice keeps things safe, but it can grow cold. On Shemini Atzeres

new, fiery love melts the ice into flowing water: the rain for the year, the Oral Torah, and G-d’s

kingship revealed among His people. So we keep lighting the fire in prayer, and carry it into our or‐

dinary days.

T H E  M A S H A L

In a circle dance the dancers step back and then come forward again; moving apart is part of com‐

ing together. Love for G-d moves the same way. And when love is frozen into mitzvos it is like ice,

safe but cold; on Shemini Atzeres warm, fiery love melts it into flowing water.

Q U E S T I O N S  F O R  T H E  S H A B B O S  T A B L E

1. Why does a person need both ratzo, running toward G-d, and shov, coming back into daily

life?

2. What does it mean that the love of Sukkos “freezes” into ice, and how does it melt?

3. How can you bring some warmth this week into a mitzvah you usually do out of habit?

Explanation © likuteitorah.com, CC BY-NC 4.0: retold for children from our translation and explanation, with AI assistance; not yet reviewed by a human

editor.
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S O U R C E S  A N D  R E F E R E N C E S

Notes

P A R A G R A P H  1

שלח את העם ויברכו את המלך

The Midrash sets this verse beside II Chronicles 7:10 (“on

the twenty-third day”): the people took leave of the king

twice, and a heavenly voice told them they were all des‐

tined for the World to Come.

Bereshit Rabbah 35:3בראשית רבה ל״ה:ג׳

… ויאמר אליהם לאמר בנכסים רבים שובו אל אהליכם ובמקנה רב

מאד בכסף ובזהב ובנחשת ובברזל ובשלמות הרבה מאד חלקו שלל
איביכם עם אחיכם. ואוחרנא דרש כבר כתיב )מלכים א ח, סו(: ביום
השמיני שלח את העם ויברכו את המלך, מה תלמוד לומר )דברי הימים
ב ז, י(: וביום עשרים ושלשה לחדש השביעי שלח את העם, ויברכו את
המלך, אלא נטלו ממנו רשות, והמתינו שם ימים אחרים וחזרו ונטלו

ממנו רשות פעם שניה, לכך נאמר: ביום עשרים ושלשה לחדש הזה
שלח את העם. אמר רבי לוי כתיב )שם שם, ט(: …

“My rainbow I have set in the cloud, and it shall be as a sign

of a covenant between Me and the earth” (Genesis 9:13).

“My rainbow [kashti] I have set” – My likeness [kishuti];

something that is likened to Me. Is that possible? It is,

rather, like the straw [kashin] of the grain. “It will be, when I

bring a cloud over the earth, and the rainbow will be seen in

the cloud” (Genesis 9:14). “It will be, when I bring a cloud

over the earth” – Rabbi Yudan …

Wikisource Bereshit Rabbah (CC-BY-SA) · The Sefaria Midrash Rabbah,
2022 (CC-BY)
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The verse that closes King Shlomo’s dedication of the

Temple: on the eighth day, Shemini Atzeres, he sent the

people home, and they blessed him and went home joyful.

The fourth section of the maamar reads it phrase by

phrase.

I Kings 8:66מלכים א ח׳:ס״ו

ים חִ מֵ ם שְׂ יהֶ הֳלֵ אׇ כוּ לְ יֵּלְ ךְ וַ לֶ מֶּ ת־הַ כוּ אֶ רְ בָ יְ ם וַ עָ ת־הָ לַּח אֶ י שִׁ ינִ מִ שְּׁ יּוֹם הַ בַּ
מּוֹ: ל עַ אֵ רָ יִשְׂ דּוֹ וּלְ בְ ד עַ וִ דָ ה ה׳ לְ שָׂ ר עָ טּוֹבָה אֲשֶׁ ל כׇּל־הַ י לֵב עַ טוֹבֵ וְ

On the eighth day he sent the people away, and they blessed

the king, and went unto their tents joyful and glad of heart

for all the goodness that the L-RD had shown unto David His

servant, and to Israel His people.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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ביום השמיני שלח את העם ויברכו את המלך וילכו לאהליהם
שמחים וטובי לב

The Gemara reads the verse phrase by phrase: “for David

His servant,” that G-d forgave David his sin; “and for

Israel His people,” that He forgave them for not keeping

Yom Kippur that year.

Shabbat 30a:8שבת ל׳ א:ח׳

כוּ יֵּלְ ךְ וַ לֶ מֶּ ת הַ כוּ אֶ רֲ בָ יְ ם וַ עָ ת הָ לַּח אֶ י שִׁ ינִ מִ שְּׁ יּוֹם הַ יב: ״בַּ תִ כְ ינוּ דִּ יְ הַ וְ

דּוֹ בְ ד עַ וִ דָ ה ה׳ לְ שָׂ ר עָ טּוֹבָה אֲשֶׁ ל כׇּל הַ י לֵב עַ טוֹבֵ ים וְ חִ מֵ ם שְׂ יהֶ הֳלֵ אׇ לְ
ה. הֳרָ טָ ן בְּ יהֶ אוּ נְשׁוֹתֵ צְ מָּ ם״ — שֶׁ יהֶ הֳלֵ אׇ כוּ לְ יֵּלְ מּוֹ״. ״וַ ל עַ אֵ רָ יִשְׂ וּלְ

ן יהֶ רוּ נְשׁוֹתֵ בְּ עַ תְ נִּ י לֵב״ — שֶׁ טוֹבֵ ינָה. ״וְ כִ שְּׁ יו הַ זִּ נֶּהֱנוּ מִ ים״ — שֶׁ חִ מֵ ״שְׂ
דּוֹ בְ ד עַ וִ דָ ה ה׳ לְ שָׂ ר עָ טּוֹבָה אֲשֶׁ ל כׇּל הַ ה זָכָר. ״עַ דָ יָלְ ד וְ חָ אֶ ד וְ חָ ל כׇּל אֶ שֶׁ
ל אֵ רָ יִשְׂ וֹן. ״וּלְ ל אוֹתוֹ עָ ל לוֹ עַ חַ מָּ דּוֹ(״ — שֶׁ בְ ד עַ וִ דָ מּוֹ״. ״לְ ל עַ אֵ רָ יִשְׂ )וּלְ

ים. פּוּרִ כִּ יוֹם הַ וֹן דְּ הוּ עָ יל לְ אַחֵ מּוֹ״ — דְּ עַ
William Davidson, Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC)
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וילכו לאהליהם שמחים וטובי לב

That year Israel feasted on Yom Kippur at the Temple’s

dedication and feared for their lives; a heavenly voice told

them they were all destined for the World to Come, and the

Gemara learns from this verse that they were forgiven.

Moed Katan 9a:15–16מועד קטן ט׳ א:ט״ו-ט״ז

ן נָלַ בָּא. וּמְ עוֹלָם הַ יֵּי הָ חַ ין לְ נִ זוּמָּ כֶם מְ ם: כּוּלְּ הֶ ה לָ רָ אָמְ ה בַּת קוֹל וְ תָ יָצְ
ת כוּ אֶ רְ בָ יְ ם וַ עָ ת הָ לַּח אֶ י שִׁ ינִ מִ שְּׁ יּוֹם הַ יפָא: ״בַּ לִ חְ נֵי תַּ תָ הוּ? דְּ יל לְ אַחֵ דְּ
ה ה׳ שָׂ ר עָ טּוֹבָה אֲשֶׁ ל כׇּל הַ י לֵב עַ טוֹבֵ ים וְ חִ מֵ ם שְׂ יהֶ הֳלֵ אׇ כוּ לְ יֵּלְ ךְ וַ לֶ מֶּ הַ
ם יהֶ אוּ נָשֵׁ צְ כוּ וּמָ לְ הָ ם״ — שֶׁ יהֶ הֳלֵ אׇ מּוֹ״. ״לְ ל עַ אֵ רָ יִשְׂ דּוֹ וּלְ בְ ד עַ וִ דָ לְ
ד חָ כׇּל אֶ י לֵב״ — שֶׁ טוֹבֵ ינָה, ״וְ כִ שְּׁ יו הַ זִּ נֶּהֱנוּ מִ ים״ — שֶׁ חִ מֵ ה, ״שְׂ הֳרָ טָ בְּ

ה בַּת קוֹל תָ יָּצְ טּוֹבָה״ — שֶׁ ל כׇּל הַ ן זָכָר, ״עַ בֵ תּוֹ בְּ שְׁ ה אִ רָ בְּ עַ תְ ד נִ חָ אֶ וְ
בָּא. עוֹלָם הַ יֵּי הָ חַ ין לְ נִ זוּמָּ כֶם מְ ם: כּוּלְּ הֶ ה לָ רָ אָמְ וְ

William Davidson, Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC)
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כטוב לב המלך

The Megillah’s phrase “when the king’s heart was merry

with wine,” said of Achashverosh at his feast; the text cites

it for comparison with “glad of heart.”

Esther 1:10אסתר א׳:י׳

א תָ גְ בוֹנָא בִּ רְ א חַ זְּתָ ן בִּ הוּמָ מְ ר לִ ן אָמַ יָּיִ ךְ בַּ לֶ מֶּ ב־הַ טוֹב לֵ י כְּ יעִ בִ שְּׁ יּוֹם הַ בַּ
ךְ לֶ מֶּ נֵי הַ ת־פְּ ים אֶ תִ רְ שָׁ מְ ים הַ יסִ רִ סָּ ת הַ עַ בְ כַּס שִׁ כַרְ ר וְ א זֵתַ תָ גְ בַ אֲ וַ

וֵרוֹשׁ: שְׁ חַ אֲ
On the seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry

with wine, he commanded Mehuman, Bizzetha, Harbona,

Bigtha, and Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcas, the seven cham‐

berlains that ministered in the presence of Ahasuerus the

king,

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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אז תשמח בתולה במחול
Jeremiah prophesies the return from exile: “Then the

maiden shall rejoice in the dance, and young men and old

together.” The Alter Rebbe reads the maiden as Knesses

Yisrael and the dance as the rhythm of distance and

nearness.

Jeremiah 31:13ירמיהו ל״א:י״ג

שׂוֹן שָׂ לָם לְ בְ י אֶ תִּ כְ פַ הָ ו וְ דָּ ים יַחְ נִ קֵ ים וּזְ רִ חֻ חוֹל וּבַ מָ תוּלָה בְּ ח בְּ מַ שְׂ אָז תִּ
יגוֹנָם: ים מִ תִּ חְ מַּ שִׂ ים וְ תִּ מְ חַ נִ וְ

Then shall the virgin rejoice in the dance, And the young

men and the old together; For I will turn their mourning into

joy, And will comfort them, and make them rejoice from

their sorrow.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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בלא פגימו

The Raaya Mehemna in Emor: the High Priest must marry

a maiden “without blemish,” for the wife is the cup of

blessing and the priest must be whole. The text cites it on

Knesses Yisrael as the maiden.

Zohar, Emor 12:38ספר הזהר, אמור י״ב:ל״ח

7

והקרבתם עולה

G-d commands the burnt offering of Shavuos: “You shall

offer a burnt offering (olah) for a pleasing aroma to

Havayah.” The Alter Rebbe links the olah, the offering that

rises entirely, to the “spirit that ascends.”

Numbers 28:27במדבר כ״ח:כ״ז

ה עָ בְ ד שִׁ חָ נַיִם אַיִל אֶ ר שְׁ נֵי־בָקָ ים בְּ רִ יחֹחַ לַה׳ פָּ יחַ נִ רֵ ם עוֹלָה לְ תֶּ בְ רַ קְ הִ וְ

נָה: נֵי שָׁ ים בְּ שִׂ בָ כְ
but ye shall present a burnt-offering for a sweet savour unto

the L-RD: two young bullocks, one ram, seven he-lambs of

the first year;

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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והקרבתם עולה ועשיתם עולה

The Zohar on the festival offerings: on Shavuos the verse

says “You shall offer a burnt offering” without “fire-offer‐

ing,” for that is the day the bride enters the canopy; on

Rosh HaShanah it says “You shall make a burnt offering,”

as Yitzchak said “make me delicacies.”

Zohar, Pinchas 127:879–128:885-ספר הזהר, פנחס קכ״ז:תתע״ט
קכ״ח:תתפ״ה

9

ואם רץ לבך שוב

Sefer Yetzirah: “If your heart runs, return to the Place, for

of this it is said, ‘and the chayos ran and returned.’” The

maamar quotes it as “return to the One.”

Sefer Yetzirah 1:8ספר יצירה א׳:ח׳

עשר ספירות בלימה בלום פיך מלדבר ולבך מלהרהר ואם רץ לבך שוב
למקום שלכך נאמר והחיות רצוא ושוב. ועל דבר זה נכרת ברית:

Concerning the number ten of the spheres of existence out

of nothing keep thy tongue from speaking and thy mind

from pondering on it, and if thy mouth urges thee to speak,

and thy heart to think about it, return! as it reads: "And the

living creatures ran and returned," (Ezekiel 1, 14) and upon

this was the covenant made.

Sefer Yetzirah, Warsaw 1884 (Public Domain) · Sefer Yezirah, trans. by Isidor
Kalisch. New York, 1877 (Public Domain)
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ואהבת את הוי׳ לאהיך בכל לבבך
Moshe commands Israel to love Havayah with all the

heart; the doubled letter beis in levavcha is read by the

Mishnah as “with both your inclinations.”

Deuteronomy 6:5דברים ו׳:ה׳

: ךָ אֹדֶ כׇל־מְ ךָ וּבְ שְׁ כׇל־נַפְ ךָ וּבְ בְ בָ כׇל־לְ יךָ בְּ לֹקֶ  ת ה׳ אֱ תָּ אֵ בְ אָהַ וְ
And thou shalt love the L-RD thy G-d with all thy heart, and

with all thy soul, and with all thy might.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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בשני יצריך

The Mishnah: “With all your heart (levavcha)” means with

both your inclinations, the good inclination and the evil

inclination.

Mishnah Berakhot 9:5משנה ברכות ט׳:ה׳

ר )דברים מַ נֶּאֱ טּוֹבָה, שֶׁ ל הַ ךְ עַ רֵ בָ הוּא מְ ם שֶׁ שֵׁ ה כְּ עָ רָ ל הָ ךְ עַ רֵ בָ ם לְ יָּב אָדָ חַ

, ךָ בְ בָ כָל לְ . בְּ ךָ אֹדֶ כָל מְ ךָ וּבְ שְׁ כָל נַפְ ךָ וּבְ בְ בָ כָל לְ יךָ בְּ לֹקֶ  יָ אֱ ת יְ תָּ אֵ בְ אָהַ ו( וְ
ת ל אֶ לּוּ הוּא נוֹטֵ פִ , אֲ ךָ שְׁ כָל נַפְ ע. וּבְ ר רָ יֵצֶ ר טוֹב וּבְ יֵצֶ , בְּ יךָ רֶ צָ נֵי יְ שְׁ בִּ
ה דָּ ה וּמִ דָּ כָל מִ , בְּ ךָ אֹדֶ כָל מְ ר בְּ בָר אַחֵ . דָּ מוֹנֶךָ כָל מָ , בְּ ךָ אֹדֶ כָל מְ . וּבְ ךָ שֶׁ נַפְ
נֶגֶד ת רֹאשׁוֹ כְּ ם אֶ ל אָדָ אֹד. לֹא יָקֵ אֹד מְ מְ ה לוֹ בִּ י מוֹדֶ וֵ ךָ הֱ ד לְ הוּא מוֹדֵ שֶׁ
יִת בַּ ר הַ הַ נֵס לְ כָּ ים. לֹא יִ שִׁ דָ קָּ י הַ שֵׁ דְ ית קָ נֶגֶד בֵּ ן כְּ וָּ כֻ הוּא מְ ח, שֶׁ רָ זְ מִּ ר הַ עַ שַׁ

לוֹ, … עָ נְ מִ לוֹ, וּבְ קְ מַ בְּ
One must bless [G-d] for the evil in the same way as one

blesses for the good, as it says, “And you shall love the L-rd

your G-d with all your heart, with all your soul and with all

your might” (Deuteronomy 6:5). “With all your heart,” with

your two impulses, the evil impulse as well as the good im‐

pulse. “With all your soul” even though he takes your soul

[life] away from you. “With all your might” with all your

money. Another explanation, “With all your might” whatever

treatment …

Torat Emet 357 (Public Domain) · Mishnah Yomit by Dr. Joshua Kulp (CC-
BY)
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אחור וקדם צרתני
David marvels that G-d is close to him on every side: “Be‐

hind and before You have formed me” (tzartani can also

mean “hemmed me in”). The Midrash reads it as

“formed”: man was formed last in deed and first in intent.

(context: Steinsaltz Tanakh)

Psalms 139:5תהילים קל״ט:ה׳

כָה: י כַּפֶּ לַ ת עָ שֶׁ י וַתָּ נִ תָּ רְ ם צַ דֶ קֶ אָחוֹר וָ

Thou hast hemmed me in behind and before, And laid Thy

hand upon me.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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אחור וקדם צרתני

Rabbi Chiya expounds “Behind and before You have

formed me”: G-d formed man as two faces and separated

them, “behind” being the west and “before” the east.

Zohar, Beshalach 16:230–241ספר הזהר, בשלח ט״ז:ר״ל-רמ״א

R. Hiya discoursed on the verse: Thou hast beset me behind

and before, and hast laid thine hand upon me (Ps. 139, 5).

He said: ‘How greatly is it incumbent on the children of men

to glorify the Holy One, blessed be He! For when He created

the world He looked on man and designed to make him to

rule over all earthly things. He was of dual form and resem‐

bled both celestial and earthly beings. The L-rd sent him

down in splendour, so that when the lesser creatures beheld

…

The Zohar; London, Soncino Press, 1933 (Public Domain)
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במדרש רבה ר״פ תזריע אם זכה

The Midrash on “Behind and before You have formed

me”: if man is worthy he is told he preceded all creation,

15
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and if not, that even the gnat preceded him.

Vayikra Rabbah 14:1ויקרא רבה י״ד:א׳

ישראל עלו במחשבה
The Midrash lists things that preceded creation, among

them Israel, who “arose in thought.” The Alter Rebbe

reads this as the soul’s aspect of “before.”

Bereshit Rabbah 1:4בראשית רבה א׳:ד׳

… ”ה׳ קנני ראשית דרכו” כסא הכבוד מנין דכתיב )תהלים צג, ב(:

”נכון כסאך מאז וגו׳”. האבות וישראל ובית המקדש ושמו של משיח,
עלו במחשבה להבראות האבות מנין שנאמר )הושע ט, י(: ”כענבים

במדבר וגו׳” ישראל מנין שנאמר )תהלים עד, ב(: ”זכור עדתך קנית
קדם” בית המקדש מנין שנאמר )ירמיה יז, יב(: ”כסא כבוד מרום
מראשון וגו׳” שמו של משיח מנין שנאמר )תהלים עב, יז(: ”יהי שמו
לעולם וגו׳ ]לפני שמש ינון שמו[” רבי אהבה ברבי זעירא אמר אף
התשובה שנאמר )שם צ, ב( ”בטרם הרים יולדו” ואותה השעה )שם,

…

“In the beginning, G-d created” – six items preceded the cre‐

ation of the world; some of them were [actually] created, and

some of them G-d contemplated creating, [though He did

not actually do so]. The Torah and the Throne of Glory were

created. Torah, from where is it derived? As it is stated: “The

L-rd made me at the beginning of His way” (Proverbs 8:22).

The Throne of Glory, from where is it derived? “Your throne

stands firm from earliest time, [You are from eternity]”

(Psalms 93:2). The patriarchs, Israel, …

Wikisource Bereshit Rabbah (CC-BY-SA) · The Sefaria Midrash Rabbah,
2022 (CC-BY)
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ובראשית בשביל ישראל שנקראו ראשית
Rashi cites the Midrash that the world was created for the

sake of Israel, who are called “first.”

Rashi on Genesis 1:2רש"י על בראשית א׳:ב׳

ל בֹּהוּ ם עַ תּוֹמֵ שְׁ א וּמִ ם תּוֹהֵ אָדָ מוֹן, שֶׁ מָּ שִׁ הּ וְ מַ שׁוֹן תֵּ תהו ובהו. תֹּהוּ לְ
צָדוּ: על פני תהום. קוּת וְ שׁוֹן רֵ "ז: בהו. לְ עַ לַ בָּהּ: תהו. אשטורדי״שון בְּ שֶׁ
ד כָּבוֹד עוֹמֵ א הַ סֵ ץ: ורוח אלקים מרחפת. כִּ אָרֶ ל הָ עַ יִם שֶׁ מַּ נֵי הַ ל פְּ עַ

יוֹנָה רוֹ, כְּ מָ אֲ מַ "ה וּבְ בָּ קָּ ל הַ יו שֶׁ רוּחַ פִּ יִם בְּ מַּ נֵי הַ ל פְּ ף עַ חֵ רַ יר וּמְ וִ בָּאֲ
"ז: עַ לַ ן, אקוב״טיר בְּ קֵּ ל הַ פֶת עַ חֶ רַ מְ הַ

‐signifies as תהו DESOLATE AND VOID — The word תהו ובהו

tonishment and amazement, for a person would have been

astonished and amazed at its emptiness. תהו is estordison in

old French. בהו VOID — The word signifies emptiness and

empty space. על פני תהום ON THE FACE OF THE DEEP — i. e.

the waters which were upon the earth. ורוח אלהים מרחפת AND

THE SPIRIT OF GOD WAS HOVERING — The throne of

Divine Glory was standing in space, hovering over the face

of the waters by the breath …

Pentateuch with Rashi's commentary by M. Rosenbaum and A.M.
Silbermann, 1929-1934 (Public Domain) · Pentateuch with Rashi's com‐

mentary by M. Rosenbaum and A.M. Silbermann, 1929-1934 (Public
Domain)

17

ובראשית בשביל ישראל שנקראו ראשית

The Midrash that the world was created in the merit of

Israel, who are called reishis.

Vayikra Rabbah 36:4ויקרא רבה ל״ו:ד׳

18

במי נמלך בנשמותיהם של צדיקים
The Midrash that G-d took counsel with the souls of the

righteous before creating man, showing that the souls

preceded creation.

Bereshit Rabbah 8:7בראשית רבה ח׳:ז׳

רבי יהושע דסכנין בשם רבי שמואל אמר: בנפשותן של צדיקים נמלך,
הדא הוא דכתיב )ד״ה א ד(: המה היוצרים ויושבי נטעים וגדרה עם
המלך במלאכתו ישבו שמה. המה היוצרים, על שם וייצר ה׳ אלקים את

האדם עפר מן האדמה. יושבי נטעים, על שם ויטע ה׳ אלקים גן בעדן
מקדם. וגדרה, על שם )ירמיה ה( אשר שמתי חול גבול לים. עם המלך
במלאכתו ישבו, עם המלך מלך מלכי המלכים הקדוש ברוך הוא ישבו

נפשות של צדיקים, שבהן נמלך הקדוש ב״ה וברא את העולם:
Rabbi Yehoshua of Sikhnin said in the name of Rabbi

Shmuel: He consulted with the souls of the righteous. That is

what is written: “They are the potters and the inhabitants of

Neta’im and Gedera; they dwelled there with the king for his

works” (I Chronicles 4:23). “They are the potters [hayotzer‐

im]” – alluding to: “the L-rd G-d formed [vayitzer] man of

dust from the ground” (Genesis 2:7). “Inhabitants of

Neta’im” – alluding to: “the L-rd G-d planted [vayita] a gar‐

den eastward in Eden” (Genesis 2:8). “And Gedera” – after …

Daat Bereshit Rabbah (Public Domain) · The Sefaria Midrash Rabbah, 2022
(CC-BY)
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ועמך כולם צדיקים

Isaiah’s prophecy of redemption, “And your people are all

righteous”: the Alter Rebbe uses it to extend the Midrash

about the souls of the righteous to every Jew.

Isaiah 60:21ישעיהו ס׳:כ״א

ר: אֵ פָּ תְ הִ י לְ ה יָדַ עֲשֵׂ י מַ עַ טָּ ר מַ ץ נֵצֶ שׁוּ אָרֶ ירְ עוֹלָם יִ ים לְ יקִ דִּ לָּם צַ ךְ כֻּ מֵּ עַ וְ
Thy people also shall be all righteous, They shall inherit the

land for ever; The branch of My planting, the work of My

hands, Wherein I glory.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

20

נעוץ תחלתן בסופן

Sefer Yetzirah describes the Sefiros as having their end

wedged in their beginning and their beginning in their

end: the highest and lowest are bound together.

Sefer Yetzirah 1:7ספר יצירה א׳:ז׳

עשר ספירות בלי מה נעוץ סופן בתחלתן ותחלתן בסופן כשלהבת
קשורה בגחלת שאדון יחיד ואין לו שני ולפני אחד מה אתה סופר:

The decade of existence out of nothing has its end linked to

its beginning and its beginning linked to its end, just as the

flame is wedded to the live coal; because the L-rd is one and

there is not a second one, and before one what wilt thou

count?

Sefer Yetzirah, Warsaw 1884 (Public Domain) · Sefer Yezirah, trans. by Isidor

Kalisch. New York, 1877 (Public Domain)

21

Koheles asks, “Who knows whether the spirit of man goes

upward, and the spirit of the beast goes down to the

22
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earth?” The Alter Rebbe reads “the spirit of man that as‐

cends upward” as a statement and identifies it with the ru‐

ach in the heart’s right chamber. (context: Steinsaltz

Tanakh)

Ecclesiastes 3:21קהלת ג׳:כ״א

יא ת הִ דֶ יֹּרֶ  ה הַ מָ הֵ בְּ רוּחַ הַ לָה וְ עְ מָ יא לְ עֹלָה הִ ם הָ אָדָ נֵי הָ עַ רוּחַ בְּ י יוֹדֵ מִ
ץ: ה לָאָרֶ טָּ מַ לְ

Who knoweth the spirit of man whether it goeth upward,

and the spirit of the beast whether it goeth downward to the

earth?

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

והרוח תשוב

“And the spirit returns to G-d who gave it,” discussed in

the maamar on “Give ear” to which the text refers.

Ecclesiastes 12:7קהלת י״ב:ז׳

נָהּ: תָ ר נְ ים אֲשֶׁ לֹקִ  אֱ ל־הָ שׁוּב אֶ רוּחַ תָּ הָ יָה וְ הָ שֶׁ ץ כְּ אָרֶ ל־הָ ר עַ פָ עָ יָשֹׁב הֶ וְ

And the dust returneth to the earth as it was, and the spirit

returneth unto G-d who gave it.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

23

ורוח אלקים מרחפת

“The spirit of G-d hovered over the face of the waters”: the

Midrash at the start of Tazria (Vayikra Rabbah 14:1) reads

it as the spirit of the King Mashiach.

Genesis 1:2בראשית א׳:ב׳

ל־ פֶת עַ חֶ רַ ים מְ לֹקִ  רוּחַ אֱ הוֹם וְ נֵי תְ ל־פְּ ךְ עַ חֹשֶׁ בֹהוּ וְ ה תֹהוּ וָ יְתָ ץ הָ אָרֶ הָ וְ
יִם: מָּ נֵי הַ פְּ

Now the earth was unformed and void, and darkness was

upon the face of the deep; and the spirit of G-d hovered over

the face of the waters.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

24

והחיות רצוא ושוב

Ezekiel’s vision of the chayos, the angelic creatures that

“ran and returned.” Chassidus takes this as the model for

the soul’s rhythm of longing and return.

Ezekiel 1:14יחזקאל א׳:י״ד

זָק: בָּ ה הַ אֵ רְ מַ צוֹא וָשׁוֹב כְּ יּוֹת רָ חַ הַ וְ

And the living creatures ran and returned as the appearance

of a flash of lightning.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

25

והחיות רצוא ושוב

The Idra Zuta speaks of the highest “head,” which does not

attach to Chochmah, and applies to it “flee to your place”

and “the chayos ran and returned”: the source of ratzo and

shov is very high.

Zohar, Idra Zuta 1:29–4:37ספר הזהר, האדרא זוטא א׳:כ״ט-ד׳:ל״ז

26

והחיות רצוא ושוב

The Sifra deTzniusa at the end of Parshas Terumah, which

reads “the chayos ran and returned” together with “G-d

saw the light, that it was good.”

Zohar, Sifra DiTzniuta 1:2–2:13-ספר הזהר, ספרא דצניעותא א׳:ב׳
ב׳:י״ג

Once there was a man who dwelt among the mountains and

was a complete stranger to the ways of townsfolk. He sowed

wheat, but knew no better than to consume it in its natural

condition. One day he went down into a city, and there a loaf

of good bread was placed before him. He asked what it was,

and was informed that it was bread and was meant to eat. He

ate it and liked it. “What is it made of?” he said. They told

him “Wheat”. Later, he …

The Zohar; London, Soncino Press, 1933 (Public Domain)

27

כרשפיאש שלהבת
The beloved asks to be set as a seal upon his heart, for love

is fierce as death: “its flashes are flashes of fire.” Here it is

the fiery love, identified with gold and the inner altar.

Song of Songs 8:6שיר השירים ח׳:ו׳

ה שָׁ וֶת אַהֲבָה קָ זָּה כַמָּ י־עַ ךָ כִּ רוֹעֶ ל־זְ ם עַ ךָ כַּחוֹתָ בֶּ ל־לִ ם עַ י כַחוֹתָ נִ ימֵ שִׂ
יָה: תְ בֶ הֶ לְ שׁ שַׁ י אֵ פֵּ שְׁ יהָ רִ פֶ שָׁ נְאָה רְ אוֹל קִ שְׁ כִ

Set me as a seal upon thy heart, As a seal upon thine arm;

For love is strong as death, Jealousy is cruel as the grave;

The flashes thereof are flashes of fire, A very flame of the

L-RD.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

28

כי בכה ארוץ גדוד ובאלקי אדלג שור

David’s song of thanks for his rescue: “with You I run

upon a troop, with my G-d I leap over a wall.” The Alter

Rebbe hears in arutz (“I run”) the soul’s ratzo; the text’s

bechah follows this verse.

II Samuel 22:30שמואל ב כ״ב:ל׳

ג־שׁוּר: לֶּ דַ י אֲ לֹקַ דוּד בֵּא כָה אָרוּץ גְּ י בְ כִּ
For by Thee I run upon a troop; By my G-d do I scale a wall.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

29

כי בכה ארוץ גדוד ובאלקי אדלג שור

The same song in Psalms, where the text’s uvelokai (“and

with my G-d”) is found; the Kehot note points out the two

wordings.

Psalms 18:30תהילים י״ח:ל׳

ג־שׁוּר: לֶּ דַ י אֲ לֹקַ דוּד וּבֵא ץ גְּ ךָ אָרֻ י־בְ כִּ
For by Thee I run upon a troop; and by my G-d do I scale a

wall.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

30

צור לבבי וחלקי אלקים לעולם

“The rock of my heart and my portion is G-d forever,” dis‐

cussed earlier in Likkutei Torah as the love hidden in the

heart.

Psalms 73:26תהילים ע״ג:כ״ו

עוֹלָם: ים לְ לֹקִ  י אֱ קִ לְ חֶ י וְ בִ בָ י צוּר־לְ בִ בָ י וּלְ רִ אֵ כָּלָה שְׁ
My flesh and my heart faileth; But G-d is the rock of my

heart and my portion for ever.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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נאווו לחייך בתורים

“Your cheeks are comely with rows [of ornaments]”; the

maamar on this verse discusses gold and silver as two

kinds of love.

Song of Songs 1:10שיר השירים א׳:י׳

ים: חֲרוּזִ ךְ בַּ ארֵ וָּ ים צַ תֹּרִ ךְ בַּ יַיִ חָ נָאווּ לְ

Thy cheeks are comely with circlets, Thy neck with beads.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

32

תעלומות לב

“He knows the hidden things of the heart”: the name for

the love concealed in the heart’s depths.

Psalms 44:22תהילים מ״ד:כ״ב

עֲלֻמוֹת לֵב: עַ תַּ יֹדֵ י־הוּא  ר־זֹאת כִּ ים יַחֲקׇ לֹקִ  הֲלֹא אֱ
Would not G-d search this out? For He knoweth the secrets

of the heart.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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כי לא מחשבותי מחשבותיכם

G-d’s thoughts are not like human thoughts: the level be‐

yond all understanding in which the soul’s kedem is

rooted.

Isaiah 55:8ישעיהו נ״ה:ח׳

ם ה׳ אֻ י נְ כָ רָ יכֶם דְּ כֵ רְ לֹא דַ יכֶם וְ בוֹתֵ שְׁ חְ י מַ בוֹתַ שְׁ חְ י לֹא מַ כִּ
For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Neither are your

ways My ways, saith the L-RD.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

34

ישת חשך סתרו

“He made darkness His hiding place”: the concealed level

of G-dliness, higher than revealed light.

Psalms 18:12תהילים י״ח:י״ב

ים: קִ חָ י שְׁ בֵ יִם עָ כַת־מַ שְׁ כָּתוֹ חֶ יו סֻ יבוֹתָ בִ רוֹ סְ תְ ךְ סִ ת־חֹשֶׁ יָשֶׁ
He made darkness His hiding-place, His pavilion round

about Him; darkness of waters, thick clouds of the skies.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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יושב בסתר עליון בצל שדי יתלונן

“He who dwells in the hiding place of the Most High abides

in the shadow of the Almighty”: shelter under a hidden,

protective presence.

Psalms 91:1תהילים צ״א:א׳

לוֹנָן: י יִתְ ־דַּ ל שַׁ צֵ יוֹן בְּ לְ ר עֶ תֶ סֵ ב בְּ יֹשֵׁ
O thou that dwellest in the covert of the Most High, And

abidest in the shadow of the Almighty;

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

36

ה׳ צלך

The psalmist assures the traveler that Havayah guards

him, as close as his own shadow at his right hand:

“Havayah is your shade.” The Alter Rebbe takes “shade” as

a protective presence that is not openly revealed. (context:

Steinsaltz Tanakh)

Psalms 121:5תהילים קכ״א:ה׳

: ינֶךָ מִ ל־יַד יְ ךָ עַ לְּ ךָ ה׳ צִ רֶ ה׳ שֹׁמְ
The L-RD is thy keeper; The L-RD is thy shade upon thy

right hand.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

37

שחורה אני ונאוה

“I am black but comely”; the maamar on this verse dis‐

cusses “black fire.”

Song of Songs 1:5שיר השירים א׳:ה׳

לֹמֹה:  יעוֹת שְׁ ירִ ר כִּ דָ י קֵ הֳלֵ אׇ ם כְּ לָ͏ִ נוֹת יְרוּשָׁ נָאוָה בְּ י וְ נִ ה אֲ חוֹרָ שְׁ
’I am black, but comely, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, As the

tents of Kedar, As the curtains of Solomon.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

38

The maidens call the Shulamite back to the dance, and she

asks why they gaze at her “like the dance of the two

camps.” The text refers to the Midrash on this verse for

the image of the dance.

Song of Songs 7:1שיר השירים ז׳:א׳

חֹלַת מְ ית כִּ זוּ בַּשּׁוּלַמִּ חֱ ה־תֶּ ךְ מַ זֶה־בָּ נֶחֱ י וְ י שׁוּבִ ית שׁוּבִ שּׁוּלַמִּ י הַ י שׁוּבִ שׁוּבִ

נָיִם: חֲ מַּ הַ
Return, return, O Shulammite; Return, return, that we may

look upon thee. What will ye see in the Shulammite? As it

were a dance of two companies.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

39

“Turn from evil and do good” (the words also stand in

Psalms 34:15): the daily conduct that the hidden love pro‐

tects, even after prayer.

Psalms 37:27תהילים ל״ז:כ״ז

עוֹלָם: כֹן לְ ה־טוֹב וּשְׁ עֲשֵׂ ע וַ רָ סוּר מֵ
Depart from evil, and do good; and dwell for evermore.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

40

מזרם וממטר

Isaiah’s promise that in the future a sukkah will give

“shade by day from the heat, and shelter from storm and

rain”: the image behind calling the hidden love “shade.”

Isaiah 4:6ישעיהו ד׳:ו׳

ר: טָ מָּ ם וּמִ זֶּרֶ תּוֹר מִ סְ מִ ה וּלְ סֶ חְ מַ ב וּלְ חֹרֶ ם מֵ ל־יוֹמָ צֵ יֶה לְ הְ כָּה תִּ סֻ וְ

And there shall be a pavilion for a shadow in the day-time

from the heat, and for a refuge and for a covert from storm

and from rain.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

41

Said of the earth that G-d founded so it will never be

moved; here it describes the permanence of the soul’s

hidden love.

Psalms 104:5תהילים ק״ד:ה׳

ד: עֶ מּוֹט עוֹלָם וָ כוֹנֶיהָ בַּל־תִּ ל־מְ ץ עַ רֶ ד־אֶ יָסַ

42
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Who didst establish the earth upon its foundations, that it

should not be moved for ever and ever;

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

ולעבדו בכל לבבכם

The Talmud: “to serve Him with all your heart” — what is

the service of the heart? It is prayer.

Taanit 2a:11תענית ב׳ א:י״א

כׇל דוֹ בְּ בְ עׇ יכֶם וּלְ לֹקֵ  ת ה׳ אֱ אַהֲבָה אֶ יָא: ״לְ נְ תַ לָּה — דְּ פִ תְ בִ ן דְּ נָא לַ וּמְ
יב תִ לָּה. וּכְ פִ ר: זוֹ תְּ י אוֹמֵ וֵ לֵּב — הֱ יא בַּ הִ ה שֶׁ יא עֲבוֹדָ יזוֹ הִ כֶם״, אֵ בְ בַ לְ

קוֹשׁ״. לְ ה וּמַ תּוֹ יוֹרֶ עִ כֶם בְּ צְ ר אַרְ טַ י מְ תִּ נָתַ יהּ: ״וְ רֵ תְ בָּ
William Davidson, Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC)
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כי אשב בחשך הוי׳ אור לי

Israel answers her enemy: do not rejoice over me; though

I fell I will rise, “though I sit in darkness, Havayah is a

light to me.” Here it is the goal of turning concealment

into revelation. (context: Steinsaltz Tanakh)

Micah 7:8מיכה ז׳:ח׳

י: ךְ ה׳ אוֹר לִ חֹשֶׁ ב בַּ שֵׁ י־אֵ י כִּ תִּ מְ י קָ תִּ לְ י נָפַ י כִּ י לִ תִּ י אֹיַבְ חִ מְ שְׂ אַל־תִּ
Rejoice not against me, O mine enemy; Though I am fallen,

I shall arise; Though I sit in darkness, the L-RD is a light

unto me.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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The concealed level of G-dliness that service draws into

revealed light.

Psalms 18:12תהילים י״ח:י״ב

ים: קִ חָ י שְׁ בֵ יִם עָ כַת־מַ שְׁ כָּתוֹ חֶ יו סֻ יבוֹתָ בִ רוֹ סְ תְ ךְ סִ ת־חֹשֶׁ יָשֶׁ
He made darkness His hiding-place, His pavilion round

about Him; darkness of waters, thick clouds of the skies.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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Moshe’s words in the Shema, “to serve Him with all your

heart”: the Sages call this the service of the heart, and the

Alter Rebbe uses it to define service as bringing hidden

love into the heart.

Deuteronomy 11:13דברים י״א:י״ג

אַהֲבָה יּוֹם לְ כֶם הַ תְ וֶּה אֶ צַ י מְ ר אָנֹכִ י אֲשֶׁ וֺתַ צְ ל־מִ עוּ אֶ מְ שְׁ מֹעַ תִּ ם־שָׁ יָה אִ הָ וְ
כֶם: שְׁ כׇל־נַפְ כֶם וּבְ בְ בַ כׇל־לְ דוֹ בְּ בְ עׇ יכֶם וּלְ לֹקֵ  ת־ה׳ אֱ אֶ

And it shall come to pass, if ye shall hearken diligently unto

My commandments which I command you this day, to love

the L-RD your G-d, and to serve Him with all your heart and

with all your soul,

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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אין כל חדש תחת השמש

Koheles: what was is what will be, “and there is nothing

new under the sun.” Here: our task is not to create but to

reveal what is hidden.

Ecclesiastes 1:9קהלת א׳:ט׳

ת חַ שׁ תַּ דָ ין כׇּל־חָ אֵ ה וְ שֶׂ יֵּעָ ה הוּא שֶׁ נַּעֲשָׂ ה־שֶּׁ יֶה וּמַ הְ יִּ יָה הוּא שֶׁ הָ ה־שֶּׁ מַ
שׁ: מֶ שָּׁ הַ

That which hath been is that which shall be, And that which

hath been done is that which shall be done; And there is

nothing new under the sun.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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קהלת א, ט.
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ימי שנותינו בהם
Moshe’s prayer: “The days of our years, in them, are sev‐

enty years.” The Alter Rebbe stresses “in them” as the

years in which this service is done.

Psalms 90:10תהילים צ׳:י׳

ל מָ בָּם עָ הְ רׇ נָה וְ ים שָׁ מוֹנִ בוּרֹת שְׁ גְ ם בִּ אִ נָה וְ ים שָׁ עִ בְ ם שִׁ הֶ ינוּ בָ נוֹתֵ י־שְׁ מֵ יְ
פָה: נָּעֻ ישׁ וַ ז חִ י־גָ ן כִּ אָוֶ וָ

The days of our years are threescore years and ten, Or even

by reason of strength fourscore years; Yet is their pride but

travail and vanity; For it is speedily gone, and we fly away.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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תהלים צ, י.

48

כל אינון כותלי חשוכא

The Zohar: the King’s faces are hidden behind darkness;

those who know how to unify the holy Name break

through all the walls of darkness, the faces are seen and

shine for all, and then it is written “to see My face.”

Zohar, Beshalach 19:274–286ספר הזהר, בשלח י״ט:ער״ד-רפ״ו

(panim, lit. countenances), who hath required this from

your hand, to tread my courts?” All the “countenances” of

the King are hidden in the depths of darkness, but for those

who know how perfectly to unite the Holy Name, all the

walls of darkness are burst asunder, and the diverse “coun‐

tenances” of the King are made manifest, and shine upon

all, bringing blessing to heavenly and earthly beings.

The Zohar; London, Soncino Press, 1933 (Public Domain)
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לראות פני

Isaiah rebukes the people who come on the festivals “to

see My face” while trampling the Temple courts. The

Zohar (Beshalach 57a) reads “to see My face” as the reve‐

lation of the King’s hidden faces once the walls of dark‐

ness are broken. (context: Steinsaltz Tanakh)

Isaiah 1:12ישעיהו א׳:י״ב

י: רָ מֹס חֲצֵ כֶם רְ יֶּדְ שׁ זֹאת מִ קֵּ י־בִ נָי מִ אוֹת פָּ בֹאוּ לֵרָ י תָ כִּ
When ye come to appear before Me, Who hath required this

at your hand, To trample My courts?

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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ועאלת לגו טורא דחשוכא

The Zohar’s image of the hind who goes out and enters

“the mountain of darkness,” where a serpent follows her,

and rises from there toward the mountain of light.

Zohar, Pinchas 104:696–105:706-ספר הזהר, פנחס ק״ד:תרצ״ו
ק״ה:תש״ו

51

בחי׳ רצוא ושוב

Kehot’s note points to where this is explained further: Or

HaTorah.

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

באוה״ת כאן ע׳ א׳תתיט ובאוה״ת בשלח ע׳ תקכד דכאן משמע שהרצוא גבוה
מבחי׳ שוב, ובכ״מ בדא״ח מבואר שהשוב גבוה ע״ש.

52

The running and returning of the chayos, the model for

ratzo and shov.

Ezekiel 1:14יחזקאל א׳:י״ד

זָק: בָּ ה הַ אֵ רְ מַ צוֹא וָשׁוֹב כְּ יּוֹת רָ חַ הַ וְ

And the living creatures ran and returned as the appearance

of a flash of lightning.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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בספ״ד )דקע״ו סע״ב( והחיות רצוא ושוב

The Sifra deTzniusa, which reads “the chayos ran and re‐

turned” together with “G-d saw the light, that it was good.”

Zohar, Sifra DiTzniuta 1:2–2:13-ספר הזהר, ספרא דצניעותא א׳:ב׳
ב׳:י״ג
Once there was a man who dwelt among the mountains and

was a complete stranger to the ways of townsfolk. He sowed

wheat, but knew no better than to consume it in its natural

condition. One day he went down into a city, and there a loaf

of good bread was placed before him. He asked what it was,

and was informed that it was bread and was meant to eat. He

ate it and liked it. “What is it made of?” he said. They told

him “Wheat”. Later, he …

The Zohar; London, Soncino Press, 1933 (Public Domain)
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וירא אלקים את האור כי טוב

“G-d saw the light, that it was good”; read as “good to hide

away,” the source for the shov that stores the light.

Genesis 1:4בראשית א׳:ד׳

: ךְ חֹשֶׁ ין הַ אוֹר וּבֵ ין הָ ים בֵּ לֹקִ  ל אֱ דֵּ יַּבְ י־טוֹב וַ אוֹר כִּ ת־הָ ים אֶ לֹקִ  א אֱ יַּרְ וַ
And G-d saw the light, that it was good; and G-d divided the

light from the darkness.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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וירא אלקים את האור כי טוב

The Talmud: the light created on the first day was hidden

away for the righteous in the time to come, as it says, “G-d

saw the light, that it was good.”

Chagigah 12a:10–11חגיגה י״ב א:י׳-י״א

י אוֹר כִּ ת הָ ים אֶ לֹקִ  א אֱ יַּרְ ר: ״וַ מַ נֶּאֱ בֹא, שֶׁ יד לָ תִ עָ ים לֶ יקִ דִּ צַּ נָזוֹ — לַ י גְּ מִ וּלְ

אָה רָ ן שֶׁ יוָ י טוֹב״. כֵּ יק כִּ רוּ צַדִּ מְ ר: ״אִ מַ נֶּאֱ יק, שֶׁ לָּא צַדִּ ין ״טוֹב״ אֶ אֵ טוֹב״, וְ
ח״. מָ ים יִשְׂ יקִ דִּ ר: ״אוֹר צַ מַ נֶּאֱ ח, שֶׁ מַ ים שָׂ יקִ דִּ צַּ נָזוֹ לַ גְּ אוֹר שֶׁ

William Davidson, Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC)
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ישת חשך סתרו

The words here quote Psalms 18:12; the passage is shown

below.

Psalms 18:12תהילים י״ח:י״ב

ים: קִ חָ י שְׁ בֵ יִם עָ כַת־מַ שְׁ כָּתוֹ חֶ יו סֻ יבוֹתָ בִ רוֹ סְ תְ ךְ סִ ת־חֹשֶׁ יָשֶׁ
He made darkness His hiding-place, His pavilion round

about Him; darkness of waters, thick clouds of the skies.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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תהלים יח, יב.
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שמור זו משנה

The passage explains that even the mitzvos need

“keeping,” and that this keeping comes through the study

of the Oral Torah: the mitzvos are like a garment for the

soul, and Torah is like the house that protects both.

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

לעיל בואתחנן י, א. וש״נ. ]כ[.
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בקר אערך לך ואצפה

David: “In the morning, Havayah, You hear my voice; in

the morning I set [my prayer] before You and watch

(va’atzapeh)” for an answer. The Zohar reads va’atzapeh

as “I will overlay,” a covering for the light. (context:

Steinsaltz Tanakh)

Psalms 5:4תהילים ה׳:ד׳

פֶּה: צַ אֲ ךָ וַ ־לְ ךְ עֱרׇ ר אֶ י בֹּקֶ ע קוֹלִ מַ שְׁ ר תִּ ה׳ בֹּקֶ
O L-RD, in the morning shalt Thou hear my voice; In the

morning will I order my prayer unto Thee, and will look

forward.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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בקר אערך לך ואצפה

The Zohar on this verse: David set a lamp as a covering

over the intense light of the morning so that the lower

worlds could bear it, “as it says, ‘and he overlaid it with

pure gold.’”

Zohar, Balak 33:354–34:363ספר הזהר, בלק ל״ג:שנ״ד-ל״ד:שס״ג

Our text continues: “In the morning will I order my prayer

unto thee and keep watch”. Why is the word “morning” re‐

peated? One refers to the morning of Abraham and the other

to the morning of Joseph. The words “I will order” mean, I

will prepare thy lamp to give light, and refer to the morning

of Joseph.

The Zohar; London, Soncino Press, 1933 (Public Domain)
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בד״ה המגביה לשבת

Kehot’s note points to where this is explained further: Or

HaTorah.

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

תו״א לח, ב. ראה אוה״ת בלק ע׳ תתקב.
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אחור וקדם צרתני

The words here quote Psalms 139:5; the passage is shown

62
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below.

Psalms 139:5תהילים קל״ט:ה׳

כָה: י כַּפֶּ לַ ת עָ שֶׁ י וַתָּ נִ תָּ רְ ם צַ דֶ קֶ אָחוֹר וָ

Thou hast hemmed me in behind and before, And laid Thy

hand upon me.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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תהלים קלט, ה.

ישראל עלו במחשבה

The words here quote Bereshit Rabbah 1:4; the passage is

shown below.

Bereshit Rabbah 1:4בראשית רבה א׳:ד׳

… ”ה׳ קנני ראשית דרכו” כסא הכבוד מנין דכתיב )תהלים צג, ב(:

”נכון כסאך מאז וגו׳”. האבות וישראל ובית המקדש ושמו של משיח,
עלו במחשבה להבראות האבות מנין שנאמר )הושע ט, י(: ”כענבים
במדבר וגו׳” ישראל מנין שנאמר )תהלים עד, ב(: ”זכור עדתך קנית
קדם” בית המקדש מנין שנאמר )ירמיה יז, יב(: ”כסא כבוד מרום
מראשון וגו׳” שמו של משיח מנין שנאמר )תהלים עב, יז(: ”יהי שמו

לעולם וגו׳ ]לפני שמש ינון שמו[” רבי אהבה ברבי זעירא אמר אף
התשובה שנאמר )שם צ, ב( ”בטרם הרים יולדו” ואותה השעה )שם,

…

“In the beginning, G-d created” – six items preceded the cre‐

ation of the world; some of them were [actually] created, and

some of them G-d contemplated creating, [though He did

not actually do so]. The Torah and the Throne of Glory were

created. Torah, from where is it derived? As it is stated: “The

L-rd made me at the beginning of His way” (Proverbs 8:22).

The Throne of Glory, from where is it derived? “Your throne

stands firm from earliest time, [You are from eternity]”

(Psalms 93:2). The patriarchs, Israel, …

Wikisource Bereshit Rabbah (CC-BY-SA) · The Sefaria Midrash Rabbah,
2022 (CC-BY)

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

ב״ר א, ד. לעיל פ׳ צו טז, ג וש״נ. לעיל מטות )פ״ג ג(. וש״נ.
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ובראשית בשביל ישראל שנק׳ ראשית

The words here quote Genesis 1:1; the passage is shown

below.

Genesis 1:1בראשית א׳:א׳

ץ: אָרֶ ת הָ אֵ יִם וְ מַ שָּׁ ת הַ ים אֵ לֹקִ  א אֱ רָ ית בָּ אשִׁ רֵ בְּ
In the beginning G-d created the heaven and the earth.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

Vayikra Rabbah 36:4ויקרא רבה ל״ו:ד׳
K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

מדרש. הובא ברש״י ורמב״ן עה״ת בראשית א, א. וראה ב״ר שם. ויק״ר
פל״ו, ד.
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במי נמלך בנשמותיהם של צדיקים

The words here quote Bereshit Rabbah 8:3–4; the passage

is shown below.

Bereshit Rabbah 8:3–4בראשית רבה ח׳:ג׳-ד׳

ויאמר אלקים נעשה אדם. במי נמלך? רבי יהושע בשם ר׳ לוי
אמר:במלאכת השמים והארץ נמלך. משל למלך שהיו לו ב׳ סנקליטים

ולא היה עושה דבר חוץ מדעתן. רבי שמואל בר נחמן אמר: במעשה כל
יום ויום נמלך. משל למלך שהיה לו סנקתדרון ולא היה עושה דבר חוץ
מדעתו. ר׳ אמי אמר: בלבו נמלך. משל למלך שבנה פלטין ע״י ארדכל,
ראה אותה ולא ערבה לו על מי יש לו להתרעם, לא על ארדכל
אתמהא?! הוי, ויתעצב אל לבו. אמר רבי אסי: משל למלך שעשה לו

סחורה על ידי סרסור והפסיד, על …
“And G-d said: Let us make Man” – with whom did He con‐

sult? Rabbi Yehoshua said in the name of Rabbi Levi: He

consulted with the works of the heavens and the earth. This

is analogous to a king who had two members of his council

and he would not do anything without their knowledge.

Rabbi Shmuel bar Naḥman said: He consulted with what was

made on each and every day. This is analogous to a king who

had an adviser and he would not do anything without his

knowledge. …

Daat Bereshit Rabbah (Public Domain) · The Sefaria Midrash Rabbah, 2022
(CC-BY)
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רות רבה רפ״ב. ב״ר פ״ח ]ז[. ]כ[.
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ועמך כולם צדיקים

The words here quote Isaiah 60:21; the passage is shown

below.

Isaiah 60:21ישעיהו ס׳:כ״א

ר: אֵ פָּ תְ הִ י לְ ה יָדַ עֲשֵׂ י מַ עַ טָּ ר מַ ץ נֵצֶ שׁוּ אָרֶ ירְ עוֹלָם יִ ים לְ יקִ דִּ לָּם צַ ךְ כֻּ מֵּ עַ וְ
Thy people also shall be all righteous, They shall inherit the

land for ever; The branch of My planting, the work of My

hands, Wherein I glory.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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ישעי׳ ס, כא.

66

וסוף מעשה במחשבה תחלה
Kehot’s marei makom for these words (its note is below).

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

פיוט לכה דודי.

67

נעוץ תחלתן בסופן
Kehot’s marei makom for these words (its note is below).

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

ס״י פ״א, מ״ז.

68

בד״ה כי תצא
Kehot’s marei makom for these words (its note is below).

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

לעיל לה, ג.
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בד״ה אלה מסעי

Kehot’s marei makom for these words (its note is below).

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

לעיל מסעי צב, א ואילך.
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רוח האדם העולה למעלה

Kehot’s marei makom for these words (its note is below).

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

קהלת )ג, כא( ושם אי׳ ”בני” האדם וגו׳ ”היא” למעלה. ]כ[.
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בד״ה האזינו

Kehot’s marei makom for these words (its note is below).

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

לעיל ראה עא, ג.

72

והקרבתם עולה

Kehot’s note points to Numbers 28:27 for these words.

Numbers 28:27במדבר כ״ח:כ״ז

ה עָ בְ ד שִׁ חָ נַיִם אַיִל אֶ ר שְׁ נֵי־בָקָ ים בְּ רִ יחֹחַ לַה׳ פָּ יחַ נִ רֵ ם עוֹלָה לְ תֶּ בְ רַ קְ הִ וְ
נָה: נֵי שָׁ ים בְּ שִׂ בָ כְ

but ye shall present a burnt-offering for a sweet savour unto

the L-RD: two young bullocks, one ram, seven he-lambs of

the first year;

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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במדבר כח, כז.

73

ברבות ר״פ תזריע

Kehot’s marei makom for these words (its note is below).

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

ראה גם לעיל צו יז, ג.

74

באדר״ז )דף רפ״ח

Kehot’s note points to where this is explained further: Or

HaTorah.

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

ראה אוה״ת פ׳ בלק ע׳ א׳נא.

75

בד״ה וקבל היהודים
Kehot’s marei makom for these words (its note is below).

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

תו״א מג״א.
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כי בכה ארוץ גדוד ובאלקי אדלג שור
Kehot’s marei makom for these words (its note is below).

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

תהלים )יח, ל( שם כתיב ”בך” ואם בשמ״ב )כב, ל( שם כתיב ”באלקי” חסר
”ו”. ]כ[.
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בד״ה שרביט הזהב

Kehot’s marei makom for these words (its note is below).

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

תו״א צד, ב.
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ובד״ה שמאלו תחת לראשי

Kehot’s marei makom for these words (its note is below).

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

תו״א פו, ב.
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ובד״ה נאוו לחייך בתורים

Kehot’s marei makom for these words (its note is below).

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

לקמן שה״ש יג, א. ושם מציין לכמה מקומות.
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ונקרא תעלומות לב

Kehot’s note points to where this is explained further: Or

HaTorah.

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

ראה אוה״ת פ׳ במדבר כרך ה ע׳ א׳תרפג.
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כי לא מחשבותי מחשבותיכם

The words here quote Isaiah 55:8; the passage is shown

below.

Isaiah 55:8ישעיהו נ״ה:ח׳

ם ה׳ אֻ י נְ כָ רָ יכֶם דְּ כֵ רְ לֹא דַ יכֶם וְ בוֹתֵ שְׁ חְ י מַ בוֹתַ שְׁ חְ י לֹא מַ כִּ
For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Neither are your

ways My ways, saith the L-RD.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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ישעי׳ נה, ח.

82

יושב בסתר עליון

The words here quote Psalms 91:1; the passage is shown

below.

Psalms 91:1תהילים צ״א:א׳

לוֹנָן: י יִתְ ־דַּ ל שַׁ צֵ יוֹן בְּ לְ ר עֶ תֶ סֵ ב בְּ יֹשֵׁ
O thou that dwellest in the covert of the Most High, And

abidest in the shadow of the Almighty;

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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תהלים צא, א.

83

ה׳ צלך

Kehot’s note points to Psalms 121:5 for these words.

Psalms 121:5תהילים קכ״א:ה׳

: ינֶךָ מִ ל־יַד יְ ךָ עַ לְּ ךָ ה׳ צִ רֶ ה׳ שֹׁמְ

The L-RD is thy keeper; The L-RD is thy shade upon thy

right hand.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

תהלים קכא, ה.

84

בד״ה שחורה אני

Kehot’s marei makom for these words (its note is below).

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

לקמן שה״ש ד, ג.
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ולכן נקרא בחי׳ צל

Kehot’s note points to where this is explained further: Or

HaTorah.

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

ראה אוה״ת ויצא רטו, א.

86

ולעבדו בכל לבבכם

The words here quote Deuteronomy 11:13; the passage is

shown below.

Deuteronomy 11:13דברים י״א:י״ג

אַהֲבָה יּוֹם לְ כֶם הַ תְ וֶּה אֶ צַ י מְ ר אָנֹכִ י אֲשֶׁ וֺתַ צְ ל־מִ עוּ אֶ מְ שְׁ מֹעַ תִּ ם־שָׁ יָה אִ הָ וְ

כֶם: שְׁ כׇל־נַפְ כֶם וּבְ בְ בַ כׇל־לְ דוֹ בְּ בְ עׇ יכֶם וּלְ לֹקֵ  ת־ה׳ אֱ אֶ
And it shall come to pass, if ye shall hearken diligently unto

My commandments which I command you this day, to love

the L-RD your G-d, and to serve Him with all your heart and

with all your soul,

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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דברים יא, יג.
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כי אשב בחשך ה׳ אור לי
The words here quote Micah 7:8; the passage is shown

below.

Micah 7:8מיכה ז׳:ח׳

י: ךְ ה׳ אוֹר לִ חֹשֶׁ ב בַּ שֵׁ י־אֵ י כִּ תִּ מְ י קָ תִּ לְ י נָפַ י כִּ י לִ תִּ י אֹיַבְ חִ מְ שְׂ אַל־תִּ
Rejoice not against me, O mine enemy; Though I am fallen,

I shall arise; Though I sit in darkness, the L-RD is a light

unto me.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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מיכה ז, ח.
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ויאמר אלקים יהי אור

The first utterance of creation; the Alter Rebbe treats it as

the model for bringing light out of darkness.

Genesis 1:3בראשית א׳:ג׳

י־אוֹר: הִ יְ י אוֹר וַ הִ ים יְ לֹקִ  ר אֱ יֹּאמֶ וַ
And G-d said: ‘Let there be light.’ And there was light.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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בראשית א, ג.

89

זה היום תחלת מעשיך זכרון ליום ראשון

The Talmud cites the Rosh HaShanah prayer “This day is

the beginning of Your works, a remembrance of the first

day,” following the view that the world was created in

Tishrei.

Rosh Hashanah 27a:15–16ראש השנה כ״ז א:ט״ו-ט״ז

ל בַּר מוּאֵ ב שְׁ ר רַ כוּ׳. אָמַ כוֹת וְ רָ בְּ לַ ה וְ יעָ קִ נָה לַתְּ שָּׁ רֹאשׁ הַ יּוֹבֵל לְ וֶה הַ שָׁ
יוֹם כָּרוֹן לְ יךָ זִ עֲשֶׂ לַּת מַ חִ יּוֹם תְּ נָא ״זֶה הַ ידָּ אִ ינַן הָ לֵּ צַ אן מְ מַ ק: כְּ חָ צְ יִ
ב יב רַ תִ עוֹלָם. מֵ א הָ רָ בְ י נִ רִ שְׁ תִ ר: בְּ אָמַ זֶר, דְּ יעֶ לִ י אֱ בִּ רַ אן — כְּ מַ אשׁוֹן״, כְּ רִ

יּוֹם יכָּא ״זֶה הַ א אִ הָ כוֹת, וְ רָ בְּ לַ ה וְ יעָ קִ נָה לַתְּ שָּׁ רֹאשׁ הַ וֶה יוֹבֵל לְ ינָא: שָׁ עֵ

א! יתָ יוֹבֵל לֵ א, וּבְ יתָ נָה אִ שָּׁ רֹאשׁ הַ בְ אשׁוֹן״, דִּ יוֹם רִ כָּרוֹן לְ יךָ זִ עֲשֶׂ לַּת מַ חִ תְּ
א. אָרָ נֵי — אַשְּׁ תָ י קָ כִּ

William Davidson, Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC)
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שמאלו תחת לראשי

The maiden of the Song says of her beloved, “His left hand

is under my head, and his right hand embraces me”: the

left, distancing side comes first and is the base for the

embrace.

Song of Songs 2:6שיר השירים ב׳:ו׳

י: נִ קֵ בְּ חַ ינוֹ תְּ ימִ י וִ רֹאשִׁ ת לְ חַ מֹאלוֹ תַּ שְׂ

Let his left hand be under my head, And his right hand em‐

brace me.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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שה״ש ב, ו.
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שמאל דוחה

The Sages teach that one should always push away with

the left hand and draw close with the right. The Alter

Rebbe uses “the left hand pushes away” for the distance

felt on Rosh HaShanah.

Sotah 47a:6–7סוטה מ״ז א:ו׳-ז׳

פוֹ חָ דְּ ע שֶׁ ישָׁ לִ בֶת, לֹא כֶּאֱ רֶ קָ ין מְ יָמִ ה וְ מֹאל דּוֹחָ א שְׂ הֵ עוֹלָם תְּ נַן: לְ בָּ נוּ רַ תָּ
י רִ נּוֹצְ יֵשׁוּ הַ פוֹ לְ חָ דְּ יָה שֶׁ חְ רַ ן פְּ עַ בֶּ יהוֹשֻׁ לֹא כִּ יו, וְ י יָדָ תֵּ שְׁ י בִּ זִ חֲ גֵ לְ
ח ל קַ ן הוֹאֵ ר נַעֲמָ יֹּאמֶ יב: ״וַ תִ כְ יא, דִּ אי הִ ע מַ ישָׁ לִ יו. אֱ י יָדָ תֵּ שְׁ יו בִּ ידָ מִ לְ תַּ מִ
ל עַ ישׁ מֵ ךְ אִ פַ ר הָ ךְ כַּאֲשֶׁ לַ י הָ בִּ יו לֹא לִ לָ ר אֵ יֹּאמֶ יב: ״וַ תִ יִם״, וּכְ רָ כָּ כִּ
ים מִ רָ ים וּכְ זֵיתִ ים וְ גָדִ ת בְּ חַ קַ לָ כֶּסֶף וְ ת הַ ת אֶ חַ קַ ת לָ עֵ ךָ הַ אתֶ רָ קְ תּוֹ לִ כַּבְ רְ מֶ

חוֹת״. פָ ים וּשְׁ דִ עֲבָ ר וַ צֹאן וּבָקָ וְ
William Davidson, Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC)
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סוטה מז, א. וש״נ.
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הי׳ בעיניך כרשע

The oath given to the soul before birth: “even if the whole

world tells you that you are righteous, be in your own eyes

like a wicked person.”

Niddah 30b:25נדה ל׳ ב:כ״ה

ילּוּ פִ אֲ ע, וַ שָׁ י רָ הִ אַל תְּ יק וְ י צַדִּ הִ ין אוֹתוֹ? תְּ יעִ בִּ שְׁ מַּ ה שֶׁ בוּעָ שְּׁ יא הַ ה הִ וּמָ
י וֵ הֱ ע. וֶ שָׁ רָ ינֶיךָ כְּ עֵ יֵה בְּ ה״ — הֱ יק אַתָּ ךָ ״צַדִּ ים לְ רִ עוֹלָם כּוּלּוֹ אוֹמְ כׇּל הָ
ךָ ן בְּ נָּתַ ה שֶׁ מָ שָׁ ים, וּנְ הוֹרִ יו טְ תָ רְ שָׁ הוֹר, וּמְ רוּךְ הוּא טָ דוֹשׁ בָּ קָּ הַ עַ שֶׁ יוֹדֵ
י ינִ ם לָאו — הֲרֵ אִ ב, וְ ה — מוּטָ הֳרָ טׇ הּ בְּ רָ מְּ שַׁ ה מְ ם אַתָּ יא. אִ ה הִ הוֹרָ טְ

. ךָ מְּ לָהּ מִ נוֹטְ
William Davidson, Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC)

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

נדה ל, ב.
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היה בעיניך כרשע

Tanya chapter 13 explains the oath “be in your own eyes

like a wicked person”: not truly wicked, but one should re‐
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gard oneself as a beinoni and not believe those who say

one’s evil is gone.

Tanya, Likkutei Amarim 13:5תניא, חלק ראשון; ליקוטי אמרים י״ג:ה׳

עוֹלָם ילוּ כָּל הָ פִ כָה: ״אֲ רָ בְ רוֹנָם־לִ כְ ינוּ־זִ בּוֹתֵ ר רַ מַ אֲ מַ ע״, – כְּ שָׁ רָ … ״כְּ

שׁ, – מָּ ע מַ שָׁ לֹא רָ ע״, וְ שָׁ רָ ינֶיךָ כְּ עֵ יֵה בְ ה – הֱ יק אַתָּ ךָ צַדִּ ים לְ רִ כּוּלּוֹ אוֹמְ
בּוֹ ע שֶׁ רָ הָ ים שֶׁ רִ אוֹמְ עוֹלָם שֶׁ הָ ין לְ מִ אֲ הַ לֹא לְ י, וְ ינוֹנִ בֵ מוֹ לְ צְ יק עַ זִ יַּחֲ לָּא שֶׁ אֶ
הוּתוֹ לּוּ מַ אִ ינָיו כְּ עֵ יֶה בְ הְ לָּא יִ יק, – אֶ גַת צַדִּ רֵ דְ זּוֹ מַ טּוֹב, שֶׁ י הַ גַבֵּ ל לְ טֵּ בַּ תְ נִ
לֹא  תּוֹ, וְ דְ תוֹלַ י כְּ אלִ מָ שְּׂ לָל הַ חָ תוֹ בֶּ בוּרָ גְ פּוֹ וּבִ קְ תָ ע הוּא בְּ רָ ל הָ מוּתוֹ שֶׁ צְ עַ וְ
ן, מַ זְּ ךְ הַ שֵׁ מְ הֶ ר בְּ זֵּק יוֹתֵ חַ תְ בָּה – נִ רַ אַדְּ ה, וְ אוּמָ נּוּ מְ מֶּ ךְ מִ לַ הָ לַף וְ חָ

ילָה … כִ בֵּה בַּאֲ רְ שׁ בּוֹ הַ מֵּ תַּ שְׁ נִּ שֶׁ
Kehot Publication Society (CC-BY-NC)

הוידוים והסליחות קודם ר״ה ובעשי״ת

The note explains why confession is said before Rosh

HaShanah and in the Ten Days but not on Rosh HaShanah

itself: on Rosh HaShanah one must take care not to men‐

tion undesirable matters and descriptions.

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

אבל אין אומרים בר״ה ”שבר״ה צריך להיזהר מלהזכיר ענינים ותוארים
בלתי רצויים שלכן אין אומרים וידוי כו׳ בר״ה” — ד״ה אדון עולם תשמ״ג

סעי׳ ח )סה״מ מלוקט ח״א ע׳ תלד(. וראה שם בהערה 50.
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ממארי דחושבנא
The Zohar calls “masters of accounting” those who each

night, before sleep, take account of the day’s deeds, re‐

pent of them and pray for mercy.

Zohar III, 178aזח״ג קעח, א
K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

זח״ג קעח, א.
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פנים בפנים

Moshe recalls Sinai: “Face to face Havayah spoke with

you”: the closeness reached on Yom Kippur.

Deuteronomy 5:4דברים ה׳:ד׳

שׁ: אֵ תּוֹךְ הָ ר מִ הָ כֶם בָּ מָּ בֶּר ה׳ עִ ים דִּ נִ פָ ים בְּ נִ פָּ

The L-RD spoke with you face to face in the mount out of the

midst of the fire—

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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דברים ה, ד.

97

ממעמקים קראתיך הוי׳

Kehot’s marei makom for these words (its note is below).

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

תילים )רס״י קל(. ]כ[.

98

ממעמקים קראתיך הוי׳

“Out of the depths I have called You”: teshuvah from the

depths of the heart.

Psalms 130:1תהילים ק״ל:א׳

יךָ ה׳ אתִ רָ ים קְ קִּ עֲמַ מַּ עֲלוֹת מִ מַּ יר הַ שִׁ

A Song of Ascents. Out of the depths have I called Thee, O

L-RD.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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לפני ה׳ תטהרו

G-d tells Moshe of Yom Kippur: “on this day He shall atone

for you… before Havayah you shall be purified.” The Alter

Rebbe reads “before” as face to face.

Leviticus 16:30ויקרא ט״ז:ל׳

רוּ: הָ טְ נֵי ה׳ תִּ פְ יכֶם לִ טֹּאתֵ כֹּל חַ כֶם מִ תְ ר אֶ הֵ טַ יכֶם לְ ר עֲלֵ כַפֵּ זֶּה יְ יּוֹם הַ י־בַ כִּ

For on this day shall atonement be made for you, to cleanse

you; from all your sins shall ye be clean before the L-RD.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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ויקרא טז, ל.
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“A broken and crushed heart, O G-d, You will not despise”:

the brokenness that the self-reckoning brings.

Psalms 51:19תהילים נ״א:י״ט

זֶה: בְ ים לֹא תִ לֹקִ  כֶּה אֱ דְ נִ בָּר וְ שְׁ ב־נִ ה לֵ רָ בָּ שְׁ ים רוּחַ נִ לֹקִ  י אֱ חֵ בְ זִ
The sacrifices of G-d are a broken spirit; a broken and a con‐

trite heart, O G-d, Thou wilt not despise.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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בקשו פני את פניך

David: “On Your behalf my heart said, ‘Seek My face’; Your

face, Havayah, I will seek.” The Alter Rebbe reads “face”

as the inner dimension of the heart.

Psalms 27:8תהילים כ״ז:ח׳

שׁ: בַקֵּ נֶיךָ ה׳ אֲ ת־פָּ נָי אֶ שׁוּ פָ י בַּקְּ בִּ ר לִ ךָ אָמַ לְ
In Thy behalf my heart hath said: ‘Seek ye My face'; Thy

face, L-RD, will I seek.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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תהלים כז, ח.
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כי פנו אלי עורף
Jeremiah’s rebuke: they say to wood, “You are my father,”

and “they have turned to Me the back of the neck and not

the face.” Here it is the image of inner turning away from

G-d.

Jeremiah 2:27ירמיהו ב׳:כ״ז

ים נִ לֹא פָ ף וְ י עֹרֶ לַ נוּ אֵ י־פָ נוּ כִּ תָּ דְ לִ ן אַתְּ יְ בֶ אֶ לָ ה וְ י אַתָּ ץ אָבִ עֵ ים לָ רִ אֹמְ
נוּ: יעֵ הוֹשִׁ ה וְ רוּ קוּמָ ם יֹאמְ תָ עָ ת רָ עֵ וּבְ

Who say to a stock: ‘Thou art my father’, and to a stone:

‘Thou hast brought us forth’, for they have turned their back

unto Me, and not their face; but in the time of their trouble

they will say: ‘Arise, and save us.’

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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ירמי׳ ב, כז.
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מלא כל הארץ כבודו

The seraphim call to one another in Isaiah’s vision, “The

whole earth is full of His glory”: since G-d is everywhere,
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distance from Him cannot be spatial.

Isaiah 6:3ישעיהו ו׳:ג׳

ץ אָרֶ לֹא כׇל־הָ בָאוֹת מְ דוֹשׁ ה׳ צְ דוֹשׁ קָ דוֹשׁ קָ ר קָ אָמַ ל־זֶה וְ א זֶה אֶ רָ קָ וְ

בוֹדוֹ: כְּ
And one called unto another, and said: Holy, holy, holy, is

the L-RD of hosts; The whole earth is full of His glory.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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ישעי׳ ו, ג.

מכל חטאתיכם לפני הוי׳ תטהרו

The Yom Kippur verse: “from all your sins, before

Havayah you shall be purified.”

Leviticus 16:30ויקרא ט״ז:ל׳

רוּ: הָ טְ נֵי ה׳ תִּ פְ יכֶם לִ טֹּאתֵ כֹּל חַ כֶם מִ תְ ר אֶ הֵ טַ יכֶם לְ ר עֲלֵ כַפֵּ זֶּה יְ יּוֹם הַ י־בַ כִּ
For on this day shall atonement be made for you, to cleanse

you; from all your sins shall ye be clean before the L-RD.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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אם יהיו חטאיכם כשנים

G-d invites Israel through Isaiah, “Come, let us reason to‐

gether”: sins red as scarlet shall become white as snow

and wool. The Alter Rebbe links snow and wool to the

Thirteen Attributes of Mercy.

Isaiah 1:18ישעיהו א׳:י״ח

ם־ ינוּ אִ בִּ ג יַלְ לֶ ים כַּשֶּׁ נִ יכֶם כַּשָּׁ אֵ יוּ חֲטָ הְ ם־יִ ר ה׳ אִ ה יֹאמַ חָ כְ וָּ נִ כוּ־נָא וְ לְ
יוּ: הְ ר יִ מֶ ימוּ כַתּוֹלָע כַּצֶּ דִּ יַאְ

Come now, and let us reason together, Saith the L-RD;

Though your sins be as scarlet, They shall be as white as

snow; Though they be red like crimson, They shall be as

wool.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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ישעי׳ א, יח.
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לבושי׳ כתלג חיור

In Daniel’s vision the Ancient of Days sits on His throne,

His garment white as snow and the hair of His head like

clean wool: the source for linking snow and wool to the

highest mercy.

Daniel 7:9דניאל ז׳:ט׳

ר עַ וָּר וּשְׂ לַג חִ תְ הּ כִּ בוּשֵׁ ב לְ ין יְתִ יק יוֹמִ תִּ עַ יו וְ מִ ן רְ וָ סָ י כׇרְ ד דִּ וֵית עַ זֵה הֲ חָ
ק: לִ י נוּר דָּ לּוֹהִ גִּ י־נוּר גַּלְ ין דִּ בִ בִ יֵהּ שְׁ סְ א כׇּרְ ר נְקֵ הּ כַּעֲמַ אשֵׁ רֵ

I beheld Till thrones were placed, And one that was ancient

of days did sit: His raiment was as white snow, And the hair

of his head like pure wool; His throne was fiery flames, and

the wheels thereof burning fire.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

דניאל ז, ט.
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עלמא דאתי לית ביה אכילה ושתיה

In the heavenly academy the question was asked: the

World to Come has no eating and drinking, yet it is written,

“I have eaten my honeycomb with my honey.” The text

points to the Ramaz’s commentary on this passage.

Zohar, Pinchas 84:545–553ספר הזהר, פנחס פ״ד:תקמ״ה-תקנ״ג

eat, O friends, drink, yea, drink abundantly, O beloved”’

This is the real secret and mystery of the sacrifices.’1From

the beginning of the section Pinhas to the end of the Zohar,

a large portion of the text in the original is taken up by the

Ray’a Mehemna; hence the frequency of the omissions in

the translation. On the section Mattoth there is only a short

piece of Zohar of too allusive a nature to be made intelligible

in a translation. There is no Zohar at all on the sections

Mas’e, …

The Zohar; London, Soncino Press, 1933 (Public Domain)
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The beloved says, “I have come into my garden, my sister,

my bride… I have eaten my honeycomb with my honey”:

the verse that raises the question of what “eating” means

in the spiritual realm.

Song of Songs 5:1שיר השירים ה׳:א׳

י שִׁ בְ ם־דִּ י עִ רִ י יַעְ תִּ י אָכַלְ מִ שָׂ ם־בְּ י עִ י מוֹרִ יתִ י כַלָּה אָרִ חֹתִ י אֲ נִּ גַ י לְ בָּאתִ
ים: רוּ דּוֹדִ כְ שִׁ תוּ וְ ים שְׁ עִ לוּ רֵ כְ י אִ בִ ם־חֲלָ י עִ י יֵינִ יתִ תִ שָׁ

I am come into my garden, my sister, my bride; I have gath‐

ered my myrrh with my spice; I have eaten my honeycomb

with my honey; I have drunk my wine with my milk. Eat, O

friends; Drink, yea, drink abundantly, O beloved.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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כי על כל מוצא
Moshe explains the manna: man does not live by bread

alone, but “by everything that comes forth from the

mouth of Havayah.” The inner heart lives directly from

the divine word, not from physical food.

Deuteronomy 8:3דברים ח׳:ג׳

ן עַ מַ יךָ לְ בֹתֶ עוּן אֲ לֹא יָדְ תָּ וְ עְ לֹא־יָדַ ר  ן אֲשֶׁ מָּ ת־הַ ךָ אֶ לְ כִ יַּאֲ ךָ וַ בֶ עִ יַּרְ ךָ וַ נְּ עַ יְ וַ
יֶה חְ י־ה׳ יִ ל־כׇּל־מוֹצָא פִ י עַ ם כִּ אָדָ יֶה הָ חְ דּוֹ יִ בַ ם לְ חֶ לֶּ ל־הַ י לֹא עַ ךָ כִּ יעֲ הוֹדִ

ם: אָדָ הָ

And He afflicted thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed

thee with manna, which thou knewest not, neither did thy fa‐

thers know; that He might make thee know that man doth

not live by bread only, but by every thing that proceedeth

out of the mouth of the L-RD doth man live.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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דברים ח, ג.
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“And His right hand embraces me”: the Alter Rebbe iden‐

tifies the right hand with the great love revealed on

Sukkos.

Song of Songs 2:6שיר השירים ב׳:ו׳

י: נִ קֵ בְּ חַ ינוֹ תְּ ימִ י וִ רֹאשִׁ ת לְ חַ מֹאלוֹ תַּ שְׂ
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Let his left hand be under my head, And his right hand em‐

brace me.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

Kehot’s note points to Song of Songs 8:3 for these words.

Song of Songs 8:3שיר השירים ח׳:ג׳

י: נִ קֵ בְּ חַ ינוֹ תְּ ימִ י וִ ת רֹאשִׁ חַ מֹאלוֹ תַּ שְׂ
His left hand should be under my head, And his right hand

should embrace me.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

112

ה׳ צלך

“Havayah is your shade”: the psalmist’s assurance that

G-d guards the traveler; here, the sukkah as the shade of

G-d’s encompassing presence.

Psalms 121:5תהילים קכ״א:ה׳

: ינֶךָ מִ ל־יַד יְ ךָ עַ לְּ ךָ ה׳ צִ רֶ ה׳ שֹׁמְ
The L-RD is thy keeper; The L-RD is thy shade upon thy

right hand.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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וסוכה תהיה לצל יומם

Isaiah’s promise that in the future “there shall be a sukkah

for shade by day from the heat”: cited from the maamar

on “Give ear, O heavens” to link the sukkah with divine

shade.

Isaiah 4:6ישעיהו ד׳:ו׳

ר: טָ מָּ ם וּמִ זֶּרֶ תּוֹר מִ סְ מִ ה וּלְ סֶ חְ מַ ב וּלְ חֹרֶ ם מֵ ל־יוֹמָ צֵ יֶה לְ הְ כָּה תִּ סֻ וְ
And there shall be a pavilion for a shadow in the day-time

from the heat, and for a refuge and for a covert from storm

and from rain.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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מקומו של עולם

The Midrash: G-d is called “the Place” because He is the

place of the world, and the world is not His place, as it says,

“Behold, there is a place with Me.”

Bereshit Rabbah 68:9בראשית רבה ס״ח:ט׳

ויפגע במקום - ר׳ הונא בשם ר׳ אמי אמר: מפני מה מכנין שמו של
הקב״ה וקוראין אותו מקום? שהוא מקומו של עולם, ואין עולמו
מקומו, מן מה דכתיב )שמות לג(: הנה מקום אתי, הוי, הקדוש ברוך
הוא מקומו של עולם, ואין עולמו מקומו. אמר רבי יצחק: כתיב )דברים
לג(: מעונה אלקי קדם, אין אנו יודעים אם הקב״ה מעונו של עולמו
ואם עולמו מעונו, מן מה דכתיב )תהלים צ(: ה׳ מעון אתה, הוי. הקדוש

ברוך הוא מעונו של עולמו, ואין עולמו מעונו. אמר רבי אבא בר יודן:
לגבור, שהוא רוכב על …

“He encountered the place and spent the night there be‐

cause the sun had set; he took from the stones of the place,

which he placed beneath his head, and lay down in that

place” (Genesis 28:11). “He encountered [vayifga] the place”

– Rav Huna said in the name of Rabbi Ami: Why do they

change the name of the Holy One blessed be He and call

Him the Omnipresent [hamakom]? It is because He is the

place [mekomo] of the world, and His world is not His place.

From what …

Daat Bereshit Rabbah (Public Domain) · The Sefaria Midrash Rabbah, 2022
(CC-BY)
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הנה מקום אתי

“Behold, there is a place with Me”: the basis for calling

G-d “the place of the world.”

Exodus 33:21שמות ל״ג:כ״א

צּוּר: ל־הַ תָּ עַ בְ צַּ נִ י וְ תִּ קוֹם אִ נֵּה מָ ר ה׳ הִ יֹּאמֶ וַ
And the L-RD said: ‘Behold, there is a place by Me, and thou

shalt stand upon the rock.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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“On the eighth day there shall be an assembly (atzeres) for

you”: the verse of Shemini Atzeres that opens the maamar

referred to.

Numbers 29:35במדבר כ״ט:ל״ה

עֲשׂוּ: ה לֹא תַ לֶאכֶת עֲבֹדָ כֶם כׇּל־מְ יֶה לָ הְ ת תִּ רֶ י עֲצֶ ינִ מִ שְּׁ יּוֹם הַ בַּ
On the eighth day ye shall have a solemn assembly: ye shall

do no manner of servile work;

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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משליך קרחו כפיתים

The psalmist praises G-d who sends snow, frost and hail:

“He casts forth His ice like morsels; before His cold, who

can stand?” Here it is Chesed congealed into ice, and the

coldness of shov.

Psalms 147:17תהילים קמ״ז:י״ז

י יַעֲמֹד: תוֹ מִ רָ נֵי קָ פְ ים לִ תִּ פִ חוֹ כְ רְ יךְ קַ לִ שְׁ מַ

He casteth forth His ice like crumbs; Who can stand before

His cold?

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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הנותן שלג כצמר

“He gives snow like wool, He scatters frost like ashes”: the

Alter Rebbe reads snow as Yom Kippur and frost as

Sukkos.

Psalms 147:16תהילים קמ״ז:ט״ז

זֵּר: פַ ר יְ פֶ פוֹר כָּאֵ ר כְּ מֶ ג כַּצָּ לֶ ן שֶׁ נֹּתֵ הַ
He giveth snow like wool; He scattereth the hoar-frost like

ashes.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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לבושיה כתלג חיור
The garment white as snow in Daniel’s vision, linked to

the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy.

Daniel 7:9דניאל ז׳:ט׳

ר עַ וָּר וּשְׂ לַג חִ תְ הּ כִּ בוּשֵׁ ב לְ ין יְתִ יק יוֹמִ תִּ עַ יו וְ מִ ן רְ וָ סָ י כׇרְ ד דִּ וֵית עַ זֵה הֲ חָ
ק: לִ י נוּר דָּ לּוֹהִ גִּ י־נוּר גַּלְ ין דִּ בִ בִ יֵהּ שְׁ סְ א כׇּרְ ר נְקֵ הּ כַּעֲמַ אשֵׁ רֵ

I beheld Till thrones were placed, And one that was ancient

of days did sit: His raiment was as white snow, And the hair

of his head like pure wool; His throne was fiery flames, and

the wheels thereof burning fire.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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Shlomo’s prayer at the dedication, “that all the peoples of

the earth may know that Havayah is G-d; there is none

else”: the goal of drawing G-d’s oneness to the lowest

places.

I Kings 8:60מלכים א ח׳:ס׳

ין עוֹד: ים אֵ לֹקִ  אֱ י ה׳ הוּא הָ ץ כִּ אָרֶ י הָ מֵּ ת כׇּל־עַ עַ ן דַּ עַ מַ לְ
that all the peoples of the earth may know that the L-RD, He

is G-d; there is none else.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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In his vision Ezekiel sees over the heads of the living crea‐

ture a firmament like awesome ice; the Alter Rebbe identi‐

fies it with the partition between Atzilus and Beriah.

Ezekiel 1:22יחזקאל א׳:כ״ב

ם יהֶ אשֵׁ ל־רָ א נָטוּי עַ נּוֹרָ ח הַ רַ קֶּ ין הַ עֵ יעַ כְּ קִ יָּה רָ חַ י הַ אשֵׁ ל־רָ מוּת עַ וּדְ

לָה: עְ מָ לְ מִ
And over the heads of the living creatures there was the like‐

ness of a firmament, like the colour of the terrible ice,

stretched forth over their heads above.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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Shlomo spoke three thousand parables: an example of

clothing wisdom in parables.

I Kings 5:12מלכים א ה׳:י״ב

ה וָאָלֶף: שָּׁ ירוֹ חֲמִ י שִׁ הִ יְ ל וַ שָׁ ים מָ פִ לָ ת אֲ לֹשֶׁ בֵּר שְׁ דַ יְ וַ
And he spoke three thousand proverbs; and his songs were a

thousand and five.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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“Avraham was old, advanced in days”: the opening of a

maamar the text refers to on Torah and mitzvos as

garments.

Genesis 24:1בראשית כ״ד:א׳

כֹּל: ם בַּ הָ רָ ת־אַבְ ךְ אֶ רַ ה׳ בֵּ ים וַ יָּמִ ן בָּא בַּ ם זָקֵ הָ רָ אַבְ וְ
And Abraham was old, well stricken in age; and the L-RD

had blessed Abraham in all things.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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ויבא משה בתוך הענן
Moshe entered the cloud; the maamar cited uses this to

explain how Torah and mitzvos clothe the divine light.

Exodus 24:18שמות כ״ד:י״ח

ים יוֹם עִ בָּ ר אַרְ הָ ה בָּ י מֹשֶׁ הִ יְ ר וַ הָ ל־הָ ל אֶ יַּעַ נָן וַ עָ תוֹךְ הֶ ה בְּ יָּבֹא מֹשֶׁ וַ
יְלָה: ים לָ עִ בָּ אַרְ וְ

And Moses entered into the midst of the cloud, and went up

into the mount; and Moses was in the mount forty days and

forty nights.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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הנך יפה רעיתי

The beloved praises the maiden, “Behold, you are fair, my

companion”; the Midrash on this verse speaks of the sev‐

enty bulls of Sukkos.

Song of Songs 1:15שיר השירים א׳:ט״ו

ים: ךְ יוֹנִ ינַיִ נָּךְ יָפָה עֵ י הִ יָתִ עְ נָּךְ יָפָה רַ הִ

Behold, thou art fair, my love; behold, thou art fair; Thine

eyes are as doves. .

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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Before the binding of Yitzchak, “Avraham rose early in the

morning and saddled his donkey”: read here as supernal

Chesed mastering coarse, cold matter.

Genesis 22:3בראשית כ״ב:ג׳

ת אֵ תּוֹ וְ יו אִ רָ עָ נֵי נְ ת־שְׁ ח אֶ יִּקַּ ת־חֲמֹרוֹ וַ יַּחֲבֹשׁ אֶ ר וַ בֹּקֶ ם בַּ הָ רָ כֵּם אַבְ יַּשְׁ וַ

ים: לֹקִ  אֱ ר־לוֹ הָ ר־אָמַ שֶׁ קוֹם אֲ מָּ ל־הַ ךְ אֶ יֵּלֶ ם וַ יָּקׇ י עֹלָה וַ ע עֲצֵ בַקַּ יְ נוֹ וַ ק בְּ חָ צְ יִ
And Abraham rose early in the morning, and saddled his

ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his

son; and he cleaved the wood for the burnt-offering, and

rose up, and went unto the place of which G-d had told him.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

127

חמרא אפי׳ בתקופת תמוז קרירא ליה

The Talmud quotes the folk saying that a donkey is cold

even in the summer season of Tammuz, in discussing a

blanket for a donkey on Shabbos.

Shabbat 53a:11–12שבת נ״ג א:י״א-י״ב

א. עֲרָ ית לַהּ צַ הּ, אִ מָ מְּ חַ נָהּ. לְ נְּ צַ הּ, כָּאן לְ מָ מְּ חַ ר: כָּאן לְ פָּא אָמַ ב פָּ רַ
קוּפַת תְ ילּוּ בִּ פִ א אֲ רָ י: חֲמָ ינָשֵׁ י אִ רִ אָמְ ינוּ דְּ יְ הַ א. וְ עֲרָ נָהּ, לֵית לַהּ צַ נְּ צַ לְ

ין בֵּ ית שֶׁ זַּהֲרוּרִ לֹא בַּ ל, וְ נַב שׁוּעָ זְ סּוּס בִּ י: לֹא יֵצֵא הַ יבִ יתִ יר לַהּ. מֵ רִ מּוּז קָ תַּ
ה רָ לֹא פָּ ן, וְ יהֶ דֵּ דַ בְּ יס שֶׁ כִּ ים בַּ זִּ לֹא עִ לּוֹ, וְ יס שֶׁ כִּ זָּב בַּ ינָיו. לֹא יֵצֵא הַ עֵ
לֹא  ים, וְ בִּ רַ שׁוּת הָ רְ ם לִ יהֶ פִ בְּ ין שֶׁ לִ קָ סְ רַ טְּ ים בַּ יָיחִ לֹא סְ , וְ יהָ פִ בְּ סּוּם שֶׁ חִ בַּ
זֶה ה — וְ חֶ הוּא מוּמְ י שֶׁ ל פִּ יעַ אַף עַ מֵ לֹא בַּקָּ , וְ יהָ לֶ גְ רַ בְּ ל שֶׁ דָּ נְ סַּ ה בַּ מָ הֵ בְּ

ם. בָּאָדָ ה מִ מָ הֵ בְּ ר בַּ חוֹמֶ
William Davidson, Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC)
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אשר קרך בדרך

Moshe recalls Amalek, “who happened upon you (karcha)

on the way”; the maamar reads karcha as “chilled you,”

from kar, cold: the coldness that cools a person’s feeling

for G-d. (context: Steinsaltz Tanakh)

Deuteronomy 25:18דברים כ״ה:י״ח

א לֹא יָרֵ עַ וְ יָגֵ יֵף וְ ה עָ אַתָּ יךָ וְ ים אַחֲרֶ לִ נֶּחֱשָׁ ךָ כׇּל־הַ זַנֵּב בְּ יְ ךְ וַ רֶ דֶּ ךָ בַּ רְ ר קָ אֲשֶׁ
ים: לֹקִ  אֱ

how he met thee by the way, and smote the hindmost of thee,

all that were enfeebled in thy rear, when thou wast faint and

weary; and he feared not G-d.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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וע׳ בזח״א וישלח( )דקס״ו ב׳(

The Zohar on Yaakov’s message to Eisav, “I have an ox and

a donkey”: these are two forces of harsh judgment, which

when joined only harm the world.

Zohar, Vayishlach 1:16–2:26ספר הזהר, וישלח א׳:ט״ז-ב׳:כ״ו
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ישלח דברו וימסם
“He sends forth His word and melts them; He causes His

wind to blow, the waters flow”: the melting of the ice on
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P A R A G R A P H  9

Shemini Atzeres.

Psalms 147:18תהילים קמ״ז:י״ח

יִם: לוּ־מָ זְּ ב רוּחוֹ יִ ם יַשֵּׁ סֵ יַמְ רוֹ וְ בָ לַח דְּ יִשְׁ

He sendeth forth His word, and melteth them; He causeth

His wind to blow, and the waters flow.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

תוקפא דצפון אגליד מיא ותוקפא דדרום שרא מיא

The Zohar: from the side of the north the waters freeze,

and when the strength of the south reaches them they are

released and flow, to give drink to “every beast of the

field.”

Zohar, Bereshit 30:300–310ספר הזהר, בראשית ל׳:ש׳-ש״י

This ice was a frozen sea the waters of which did not flow un‐

til the force of the South reached it and drew it to itself. Then

the waters which were congealed in the side of the North

were relaxed and commenced to flow; for it was on the side

of the North that the waters were frozen, and on the side of

the South that they thawed and began to flow, in order to wa‐

ter all the “beasts of the field”, as it is written, “they give wa‐

ter to …

The Zohar; London, Soncino Press, 1933 (Public Domain)
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גבורות גשמים שיורדים בגבורה

The Talmud: why “the might (gevuros) of the rains”?

Because they descend with might.

Taanit 2a:8תענית ב׳ א:ח׳

ר ים״? אָמַ מִ שָׁ בוּרוֹת גְּ אי ״גְּ ים״. מַ מִ שָׁ גְּ ל הַ ים עַ ירִ כִּ זְ י מַ תַ ימָ אֵ נֵי ״מֵ יתְ לִ וְ
ר קֶ ין חֵ ד אֵ דֹלוֹת עַ ה גְ ר: ״עֹשֶׂ מַ נֶּאֱ ה, שֶׁ בוּרָ גְ ין בִּ דִ יּוֹרְ נֵי שֶׁ פְּ נָן: מִ י יוֹחָ בִּ רַ
יִם חַ מַ שֹׁלֵ ץ וְ אָרֶ נֵי הָ ל פְּ ר עַ טָ ן מָ נֹּתֵ יב: ״הַ תִ ר״, וּכְ פָּ סְ ין מִ ד אֵ לָאוֹת עַ פְ נִ וְ

נֵי חוּצוֹת״. ל פְּ עַ
William Davidson, Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC)
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מאת הוי׳ היתה זאת

“This was from Havayah”: explained earlier as supernal

Chochmah shining close rather than from afar.

Psalms 118:23תהילים קי״ח:כ״ג

ינֵינוּ: עֵ לָאת בְּ פְ יא נִ ה זֹּאת הִ יְתָ ת ה׳ הָ אֵ מֵ
This is the L-RD’S doing; It is marvellous in our eyes.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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מגיד דבריו ליעקב חוקיו ומשפטיו לישראל

“He tells His words to Yaakov, His statutes and ordinances

to Israel”: the Torah that flows down on Shemini Atzeres.

Psalms 147:19תהילים קמ״ז:י״ט

ל: אֵ רָ יִשְׂ יו לְ טָ פָּ שְׁ יו וּמִ קָּ יַעֲקֹב חֻ ו לְ רָ בָ יד דְּ גִּ מַ

He declareth His word unto Jacob, His statutes and His ordi‐

nances unto Israel.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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דק ככפור

The manna was “fine as frost”; the Alter Rebbe connects it

to the frost of Sukkos.

Exodus 16:14שמות ט״ז:י״ד

ץ: אָרֶ ל־הָ פֹר עַ ק כַּכְּ פָּס דַּ סְ חֻ ק מְ בָּר דַּ דְ מִּ נֵי הַ ל־פְּ נֵּה עַ הִ ל וְ טָּ בַת הַ כְ ל שִׁ עַ וַתַּ

And when the layer of dew was gone up, behold upon the

face of the wilderness a fine, scale-like thing, fine as the

hoar-frost on the ground.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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The Zohar in Chukas: the wind of the waters is the holy

spirit, which blows first, and afterward the waters flow.

Zohar, Chukat 10:70–11:79ספר הזהר, חקת י׳:ע׳-י״א:ע״ט

1The first 11 lines of the Hebrew text do not appear in our

translation.AND THE PEOPLE SPAKE AGAINST GOD AND

AGAINST MOSES. That is to say, they spoke against G-d and

wrangled with Moses. WHEREFORE HAVE YE BROUGHT US

UP: they put all faces [i.e. G-d and Moses] on the same level.

Therefore there were sent among them serpents that burnt

them like fire, and the fire entered their bodies and they fell

dead. THAT IS THE WELL WHEREOF THE L-RD SAID UNTO

MOSES, GATHER THE PEOPLE, ETC. This well …

The Zohar; London, Soncino Press, 1933 (Public Domain)
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The Midrash compares Israel to a dove that atones: the

seventy bulls offered on the festival correspond to the sev‐

enty nations, so that the world not be left desolate of them.

Shir HaShirim Rabbah 1:15:2שיר השירים רבה א׳:ט״ו:ב׳
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“All the people saw the sounds”: the opening words of a

maamar the text refers to on bittul.

Exodus 20:15שמות כ׳:ט״ו

ר הָ ת־הָ אֶ ר וְ שֹּׁפָ ת קוֹל הַ אֵ ם וְ ידִ פִּ לַּ ת־הַ אֶ קּוֹלֹת וְ ת־הַ ים אֶ ם רֹאִ עָ כׇל־הָ וְ
חֹק: רָ דוּ מֵ מְ יַּעַ יָּנֻעוּ וַ ם וַ עָ א הָ יַּרְ ן וַ שֵׁ עָ

And all the people perceived the thunderings, and the light‐

nings, and the voice of the horn, and the mountain smoking;

and when the people saw it, they trembled, and stood afar

off.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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The opening verse, now read as the drawing down of

G-d’s kingship through the “people.”

I Kings 8:66מלכים א ח׳:ס״ו

ים חִ מֵ ם שְׂ יהֶ הֳלֵ אׇ כוּ לְ יֵּלְ ךְ וַ לֶ מֶּ ת־הַ כוּ אֶ רְ בָ יְ ם וַ עָ ת־הָ לַּח אֶ י שִׁ ינִ מִ שְּׁ יּוֹם הַ בַּ
מּוֹ: ל עַ אֵ רָ יִשְׂ דּוֹ וּלְ בְ ד עַ וִ דָ ה ה׳ לְ שָׂ ר עָ טּוֹבָה אֲשֶׁ ל כׇּל־הַ י לֵב עַ טוֹבֵ וְ

On the eighth day he sent the people away, and they blessed

the king, and went unto their tents joyful and glad of heart

for all the goodness that the L-RD had shown unto David His

servant, and to Israel His people.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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אין מלך בלא עם

The passage explains “there is no king without a people”:

because G-d’s kingship is exalted above the worlds, they

come into being as an am, from omemus, separate and
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“dimmed” existences, like subjects who shrink before a

king on his throne.

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

בחיי וישב לח, ל. ר״פ בלק. ס׳ החיים פ׳ גאולה פ״ב. עמק המלך ש׳ שעשועי
המלך רפ״א. פדר״א )פ״ג(. ]כ[. ראה לעיל פ׳ בלק סח, א.

אין מלך בלא עם

The saying “there is no king without a people,” listed

among its sources in the Kehot note.

Pirkei DeRabbi Eliezer 3:5פרקי דרבי אליעזר ג׳:ה׳

עוֹלָם. ת הָ רֹא אֶ בְ יָּה לִ הּ תּוּשִׁ מָ שְּׁ ה שֶׁ רוּךְ הוּא בַּתּוֹרָ דוֹשׁ בָּ קָּ ץ הַ יַעֵ תְ יָּד נִ מִ
ךְ – לֶ חֲנֶה לַמֶּ ין מַ ם אֵ אִ בָא וְ ין צָ ם אֵ ים, אִ עוֹלָמִ בּוֹן הָ ה: רִ רָ אָמְ יבָה לוֹ וְ שִׁ הֵ
ל בוֹדוֹ שֶׁ י זֶה הוּא כְּ ךְ אֵ לֶ ין לַמֶּ סִ לְּ קַ ם מְ ין עַ ם אֵ אִ ? וְ ךְ ה הוּא מוֹלֵ ל מָ עַ
רוּךְ דוֹשׁ בָּ קָּ ץ הַ יַעֵ תְ י נִ ה: בִּ ה תּוֹרָ רָ ב לוֹ. אָמְ רַ עָ עוֹלָם וְ דוֹן הָ ע אֲ מַ ? שָׁ ךְ לֶ מֶ
כוּ'. יָּה״ וְ תוּשִׁ צָה וְ י עֵ ר )משלי ח, יד(: ״לִ מַ נֶּאֱ עוֹלָם, שֶׁ ת הָ רֹא אֶ בְ הוּא לִ
כוּת. לְ הּ מַ כוּתָ לְ ין מַ ים, אֵ ין לָהּ יוֹעֲצִ אֵ כוּת שֶׁ לְ ים: כָּל מַ רוּ חֲכָמִ כָּאן אָמְ מִ

יוּ לָהּ … הָ ד שֶׁ וִ ית דָּ כוּת בֵּ לְ מַּ ים? מִ דִ מֵ ן אָנוּ לְ נַּיִ וּמִ
Forthwith the Holy One, blessed be He, took counsel with the

Torah whose name is Tushijah (Stability or Wisdom) with

reference to the creation of the world. (The Torah) replied

and said to Him: Sovereign of the worlds ! if there be no host

for the king and if there be no camp for the king, over whom

does he rule? If there be no people to praise the king, where

is the honour of the king? The Holy One, blessed be He,

heard this and it pleased Him. The …

Pirke DeRabbi Eliezer, Sefaria Vocalized Edition (Public Domain) · Pirke de
Rabbi Eliezer, trans. Rabbi Gerald Friedlander, London, 1916 (Public Domain)
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אין מלך בלא עם

Rabbeinu Bachya cites the principle that there is no king

without a people; the Kehot note lists it among the

sources.

Rabbeinu Bahya, Bereshit 38:30רבנו בחיי, בראשית ל״ח:ל׳
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בשמים ממעל ועל הארץ מתחת אין עוד

G-d is G-d in heaven above and on earth below, there is

none else: nothing exists apart from Him to be ruled.

Deuteronomy 4:39דברים ד׳:ל״ט

ל־ עַ ל וְ עַ מַּ יִם מִ מַ שָּׁ ים בַּ לֹקִ  אֱ י ה׳ הוּא הָ ךָ כִּ בֶ בָ ל־לְ בֹתָ אֶ הֲשֵׁ יּוֹם וַ תָּ הַ עְ יָדַ וְ
ין עוֹד: ת אֵ חַ תָּ ץ מִ אָרֶ הָ

know this day, and lay it to thy heart, that the L-RD, He is

G-d in heaven above and upon the earth beneath; there is

none else.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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דברים ד, לט.
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כדי שתמליכוני עליכם

G-d’s words in the Talmud: “Recite before Me on Rosh

HaShanah verses of Kingship, so that you make Me King

over you.”

Rosh Hashanah 16a:15–16ראש השנה ט״ז א:ט״ו-ט״ז

נַי פָ רוּ לְ מְ אִ נָה. וְ י שָׁ מֵ שְׁ כֶם גִּ כוּ לָ רְ בָּ יִּתְ י שֶׁ דֵ ג, כְּ חָ יִם בֶּ נַי מַ פָ כוּ לְ … נַסְּ

י יכוּנִ לִ מְ תַּ י שֶׁ דֵ יּוֹת — כְּ כִ לְ רוֹת. מַ שׁוֹפָ רוֹנוֹת וְ כְ יּוֹת זִ כִ לְ נָה מַ שָּׁ רֹאשׁ הַ בְּ

ה — טוֹבָה, וּבַמֶּ נַי לְ פָ יכֶם לְ רוֹנְ כְ יַּעֲלֶה זִ י שֶׁ דֵ רוֹנוֹת — כְּ כְ יכֶם, זִ עֲלֵ
דוֹשׁ קָּ ר הַ ל אַיִל? אָמַ ר שֶׁ שׁוֹפָ ין בְּ עִ ה תּוֹקְ הוּ: לָמָ בָ י אֲ בִּ ר רַ ר. אָמַ שׁוֹפָ בְּ
ק חָ צְ ת יִ ידַ כֶם עֲקֵ זְכּוֹר לָ אֶ י שֶׁ דֵ ל אַיִל, כְּ ר שֶׁ שׁוֹפָ נַי בְּ פָ עוּ לְ קְ רוּךְ הוּא: תִּ בָּ

נַי. פָ כֶם לְ מְ צְ ם עַ תֶּ דְ ילּוּ עֲקַ אִ יכֶם כְּ י עֲלֵ נִ עֲלֶה אֲ ם, וּמַ הָ רָ ן אַבְ בֶּ
William Davidson, Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC)
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שום תשים עליך מלך

The command to set a king over oneself: kingship involves

settled acceptance, the mode of shov.

Deuteronomy 17:15דברים י״ז:ט״ו
יךָ לֶ ים עָ שִׂ יךָ תָּ ב אַחֶ רֶ קֶּ יךָ בּוֹ מִ לֹקֶ  ר ה׳ אֱ חַ בְ ר יִ ךְ אֲשֶׁ לֶ יךָ מֶ לֶ ים עָ שִׂ שׂוֹם תָּ

יךָ הוּא: ר לֹא־אָחִ י אֲשֶׁ רִ ישׁ נׇכְ יךָ אִ לֶ ת עָ ךְ לֹא תוּכַל לָתֵ לֶ מֶ
thou shalt in any wise set him king over thee, whom the

L-RD thy G-d shall choose; one from among thy brethren

shalt thou set king over thee; thou mayest not put a foreign‐

er over thee, who is not thy brother.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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דברים יז, טו.
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להיות בבחי׳ שוב כדי להיות בחי׳ עם

The note quotes this maamar: “the level of am here”

means the level of omemus, a dimmed, separate

existence.

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

”שהכוונה ב”בחי׳ עם” כאן היא לבחי׳ עוממות” — ד״ה ביום השמיני שלח

תשמ״א )הנ״ל( הערה 90.
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)ולתוספות ביאור

The note explains that the passage beginning “For further

explanation” is a gloss (hagahah), and that this gloss was

printed with an addition, and a further continuation, in Or

HaTorah.
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ההגהה מסתיימת בסוף עמוד זה בשו״ה גליות — לאחרי תי׳ ואזי )כן מוכח
מהכת״י שם נמצא המאמר בלי ההגהות(. הגהה זו נדפסה עם הוספה

באוה״ת שמע״צ ע׳ א׳תתט, ושם המשך נוסף.
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המשלח מעינים בנחלים גו׳ ישקו כל חיתו שדי
The words here quote Psalms 104:10; the passage is shown

below.

Psalms 104:10תהילים ק״ד:י׳

כוּן: לֵּ הַ ים יְ רִ ין הָ ים בֵּ לִ חָ נְּ ים בַּ יָנִ עְ חַ מַ לֵּ שַׁ מְ הַ
Who sendest forth springs into the valleys; They run be‐

tween the mountains;

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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תהלים קד, י-יא.
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המשלח מעינים בנחלים

He sends springs into the streams, giving drink to the

beasts of the field and quenching the wild asses’ thirst: the

flow of Chochmah and the shov that follows thirst.

Psalms 104:10–11תהילים ק״ד:י׳-י״א

רוּ בְּ י יִשְׁ דָ יְתוֹ שָׂ קוּ כׇּל־חַ כוּן: יַשְׁ לֵּ הַ ים יְ רִ ין הָ ים בֵּ לִ חָ נְּ ים בַּ יָנִ עְ חַ מַ לֵּ שַׁ מְ הַ

אָם: מָ ים צְ אִ רָ פְ
Who sendest forth springs into the valleys; They run be‐

tween the mountains; They give drink to every beast of the

field, The wild asses quench their thirst. .

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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המשלח מעינים בנחלים
Rabbi Shimon on “He sends forth springs into the

streams… they give drink to every beast of the field”:

David said these verses with the holy spirit, of the flow of

supernal Chochmah.

Zohar, Chukat 5:27–34ספר הזהר, חקת ה׳:כ״ז-ל״ד
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ממעיני הישועה
“You shall draw water with joy from the wellsprings of sal‐

vation,” explained earlier in Likkutei Torah.

Isaiah 12:3ישעיהו י״ב:ג׳

ה: יְשׁוּעָ נֵי הַ יְ עַ מַּ שׂוֹן מִ שָׂ יִם בְּ ם־מַ תֶּ אַבְ וּשְׁ
Therefore with joy shall ye draw water Out of the wells of

salvation.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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סד״ה להבין פי הפסוק מי אל כמוך

There “the remnant of His inheritance (nachalaso)” is read

with nachal, a stream, as the flow drawn from the Infinite

Light to the souls; but this flow comes only as an encom‐

passing light, and this is “a stream (nachlah) has passed

over our soul”: it passes over the soul without yet entering

the inner heart.

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

לעיל סב, ב. וראה בהנסמן לעיל ה, א.
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לשארית נחלתו
Micah: “Who is a G-d like You, who forgives iniquity… for

the remnant of His inheritance (nachalaso)?” The maamar

referred to reads nachalaso with nachal, a stream.

Micah 7:18מיכה ז׳:י״ח

ד עַ יק לָ זִ חֱ ית נַחֲלָתוֹ לֹא־הֶ רִ אֵ שְׁ ע לִ שַׁ ל־פֶּ עֹבֵר עַ ן וְ וֺ א עָ ל כָּמוֹךָ נֹשֵׂ י־אֵ מִ
ד הוּא: סֶ ץ חֶ פֵ י־חָ אַפּוֹ כִּ

Who is a G-d like unto Thee, that pardoneth the iniquity, And

passeth by the transgression of the remnant of His heritage?

He retaineth not His anger for ever, Because He delighteth

in mercy. .

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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The psalm of rescue: without G-d’s help “the stream would

have passed over our soul.” The maamar referred to reads

nachlah as the flow drawn to the souls, passing over them

as an encompassing light.

Psalms 124:4תהילים קכ״ד:ד׳

נוּ: שֵׁ ל־נַפְ בַר עַ לָה עָ פוּנוּ נַחְ טָ יִם שְׁ מַּ זַי הַ אֲ
Then the waters had overwhelmed us, the stream had gone

over our soul;

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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מה טובו אהליך יעקב גו׳ כנחלים נטיו

The words here quote Numbers 24:5; the passage is shown

below.

Numbers 24:5במדבר כ״ד:ה׳

ל: אֵ רָ יךָ יִשְׂ נֹתֶ כְּ שְׁ יךָ יַעֲקֹב מִ לֶ ה־טֹּבוּ אֹהָ מַ
How goodly are thy tents, O Jacob, Thy dwellings, O Israel!

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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במדבר כד, ה-ו.
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מה טובו אוהליך יעקב

Bilam’s blessing: “How goodly are your tents, O Yaakov…

like streams stretched out… like cedars beside the

waters.”

Numbers 24:5–6במדבר כ״ד:ה׳-ו׳

ר י נָהָ גַנֹּת עֲלֵ יוּ כְּ טָּ ים נִ לִ חָ נְ ל: כִּ אֵ רָ יךָ יִשְׂ נֹתֶ כְּ שְׁ יךָ יַעֲקֹב מִ לֶ ה־טֹּבוּ אֹהָ מַ
יִם: י־מָ ים עֲלֵ זִ רָ ע ה׳ כַּאֲ ים נָטַ לִ הָ כַּאֲ

How goodly are thy tents, O Jacob, Thy dwellings, O Israel!

As valleys stretched out, As gardens by the river-side; As

aloes planted of the L-RD, As cedars beside the waters;

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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ושולח מים ע״פ חוצות

He “sends waters upon the open places”: another verse

where sending describes divine flow.

Job 5:10איוב ה׳:י׳

נֵי חוּצוֹת: ל־פְּ יִם עַ חַ מַ שֹׁלֵ ץ וְ נֵי־אָרֶ ל־פְּ ר עַ טָ ן מָ נֹּתֵ הַ

Who giveth rain upon the earth, And sendeth waters upon

the fields;

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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איוב ה, י.
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בד״ה ויהי בשלח פרעה

The maamar on “when Pharaoh sent the people,” which

explains beshalach as the sprouting of shoots and fruit

from the sparks raised in the Egyptian exile.
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תו״א סא, א. ראה ד״ה ביום השמיני שלח תשל״ט ע׳ כו.
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ופרעה הקריב

“And Pharaoh drew near”: the Sages read it as Pharaoh

drawing Israel near to their Father in heaven.

Exodus 14:10שמות י״ד:י׳

ם יהֶ עַ אַחֲרֵ יִם נֹסֵ רַ צְ נֵּה מִ הִ ם וְ ינֵיהֶ ת־עֵ ל אֶ אֵ רָ נֵי־יִשְׂ אוּ בְ יִּשְׂ יב וַ רִ קְ עֹה הִ רְ וּפַ
ל־ה׳ ל אֶ אֵ רָ נֵי־יִשְׂ עֲקוּ בְ צְ יִּ אֹד וַ אוּ מְ ירְ יִּ וַ
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And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of Israel lifted

up their eyes, and, behold, the Egyptians were marching af‐

ter them; and they were sore afraid; and the children of

Israel cried out unto the L-RD.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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שמות יד, י.

שהקריב את ישראל לאביהם שבשמים

The Midrash on “And Pharaoh drew near”: he drew Israel

near to teshuvah, for seeing the Egyptians pursue them

they lifted their eyes and prayed. The Kehot note observes

that the wording here is not found there as quoted.

Shemot Rabbah 21:5שמות רבה כ״א:ה׳

… ונער פרעה וחילו וכן סוסיהם ורוכביהם רמה בים אינו אומר אלא

)שמות טו, א(: סוס ורוכבו, זה השר שלהן. הוי, והנה מצרים נוסע

אחריהם. ומהו ופרעה הקריב? אלא שהקריב את ישראל לתשובה
שעשו. אמר רבי ברכיה: יפה היתה הקרבת פרעה לישראל, ממאה
צומות ותפלות. למה? שכיון שרדפו אחריהם וראו אותן נתייראו מאד,
ותלו עיניהם למרום ועשו תשובה והתפללו, שנאמר )שמות יד, י(:

ויצעקו בני ישראל אל ה׳. אמרו ישראל למשה: מה עשית לנו?! עכשיו
הם באים ועושים לנו כל מה שעשינו עמהם, שהרגנו בכוריהם, ונטלנו

ממונם, וברחנו! לא אתה …
That is what is written: “My dove in the cleft of the rock”

(Song of Songs 2:14). It should have said “a dove in the cleft

of the rock.” Why did it say “my dove?” It is as Rabbi

Yoḥanan said: The Holy One blessed be He said to Israel:

“My dove.” See what is written: “Ephraim is like a foolish

dove, with no understanding” (Hosea 7:11). The Holy One

blessed be He said: To Me they are like a foolish dove; every‐

thing that I decree for them, they do …

Daat Shemot Rabbah (Public Domain) · The Sefaria Midrash Rabbah, 2022
(CC-BY)
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ראה שמו״ר פכ״א, ה. תנחומא בשלח. ח. בלקח טוב בשלח )יד, י(. וע׳
שמו״ר )פכ״א ]כ[( שם לי׳ כמ״ש כאן. ]כ[.
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שהקריב את ישראל לאביהם שבשמים

A parallel Midrash on “And Pharaoh drew near,” listed in

the Kehot note.

Midrash Tanchuma, Beshalach 8:2–3מדרש תנחומא, בשלח ח׳:ב׳-ג׳

ל אֵ רָ ת יִשְׂ יב אֶ רִ קְ הִ יו, וְ לָ נוּת לָבוֹא עָ עָ רְ פֻּ ת הַ יב אֶ רִ קְ יב, הִ רִ קְ עֹה הִ רְ וּפַ

ירֹת חִ י הַ נֵי פִּ פְ נוּ לִ חָ ם וְ יהֶ חוֹרֵ ל לַאֲ אֵ רָ בוּ יִשְׂ שָּׁ אוּ שֶׁ רָ ן שֶׁ יוָ שׁוּבָה. כֵּ תְ לִ
יִם. מַּ ם בַּ דָ אַבְּ י לְ תִ זֵרָ ל גְּ ים עַ כִּ סְ פֹן הִ ל צְ עַ עֹה: בַּ רְ ר פַּ פֹן, אָמַ ל צְ עַ נֵי בַּ פְ לִ

יב. רִ קְ עֹה הִ רְ ר וּפַ מַ ךְ נֶאֱ כָ ה. לְ הַ זָרָ עֲבוֹדָ ךְ לַ נַסֵּ ר וּלְ טֵּ קַ חַ לְ זַבֵּ יל לְ חִ תְ הִ
When Pharaoh drew nigh (ibid. 14:10); that is, when he drew

nigh to the retribution that was to befall him and (when) he

drew Israel nigh to repentance. When they saw that Israel

had turned back and had encamped near Baal-Saphon and

Pi-Hahiroth, Pharaoh declared: “Baal-Saphon concurs in

my decision to destroy them in the water.” Thereupon he

began to offer sacrifices, to burn incense, and to pour liba‐

tions before the idols. Hence it is said: When Pharaoh drew

nigh.

Midrash Tanchuma -- Torat Emet (Public Domain) · Midrash Tanhuma-
Yelammedenu, trans. Samuel A. Berman (CC-BY)
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בשלח פרעה את העם
“When Pharaoh sent the people”: the maamar in Torah

Ohr reads “sent” as the growth of shoots from the refined

sparks.

Exodus 13:17שמות י״ג:י״ז

רוֹב י קָ ים כִּ תִּ שְׁ לִ ץ פְּ רֶ ךְ אֶ רֶ ים דֶּ לֹקִ  ם אֱ לֹא־נָחָ  ם וְ עָ ת־הָ עֹה אֶ רְ לַּח פַּ שַׁ י בְּ הִ יְ וַ
ה: יְמָ רָ צְ בוּ מִ שָׁ ה וְ מָ חָ לְ ם מִ אֹתָ רְ ם בִּ עָ ם הָ נָּחֵ ן־יִ ים פֶּ לֹקִ  ר אֱ י אָמַ הוּא כִּ

And it came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the people go,

that G-d led them not by the way of the land of the

Philistines, although that was near; for G-d said: 'Lest the

people regret when they see war, and they return to Egypt.’

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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שמות יג, יז.
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תר״ך עמודי אור

Kehot’s marei makom for these words (its note is below).
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פרדס ש״ח, פ״ג.
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תר״ך עמודי אור

Rabbi Moshe Cordovero’s Pardes Rimonim discusses the

620 pillars of light, listed in the Kehot note.

Pardes Rimmonim 8:5–6פרדס רמונים ח׳:ה׳-ו׳

… ונ״ל כי נכנסו בזה בראותם כי גדולה קודמת לגבורה והוא החסד

והלובן ואחר הגדולה נאצלה הגבורה והיא דין ואודם ואחר כך נאצל
תפארת העומד בין שניהם להכריע בין האודם והלובן והוא גוון אודם
ולובן מעורב. ר״ל כי כענין ג׳ אלה כן דרך שלשה הראשונות כי ג׳
הראשונות הם שרשים וג׳ אבות ענפים להם ומן הענפים נדון
להשרשים. ולכן אמרו שהכתר הראשון לאצילות הוא הזקן והלבן ולכן
נקרא עתיק יומין שהוא כח הלובן והוא כנגד הגדולה והנמשך אחריו

שהוא החכמה הוא כנגד הגבורה והיא אדומה. כי כמו שאחר הלובן
חסד …

Pardes Rimonim (Public Domain)
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יביאו לבוש מלכות

“Let them bring the royal garment… and the royal

crown”: the Alter Rebbe uses these as images for the light

drawn down through the mitzvos.

Esther 6:8אסתר ו׳:ח׳
ךְ לֶ מֶּ יו הַ לָ כַב עָ ר רָ סוּס אֲשֶׁ ךְ וְ לֶ מֶּ בַשׁ־בּוֹ הַ ר לָ כוּת אֲשֶׁ לְ בוּשׁ מַ יאוּ לְ יָבִ

רֹאשׁוֹ: כוּת בְּ לְ ר מַ ן כֶּתֶ תַּ ר נִ אֲשֶׁ וַ
let royal apparel be brought which the king useth to wear,

and the horse that the king rideth upon, and on whose head

a crown royal is set;

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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אסתר ו, ח.
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המגביהי לשבת המשפילי לראות

The words here quote Psalms 113:5; the passage is shown

below.

Psalms 113:5תהילים קי״ג:ה׳

בֶת: שָׁ י לָ יהִ בִּ גְ מַּ ינוּ הַ לֹקֵ  י כַּה׳ אֱ מִ
Who is like unto the L-RD our G-d, That is enthroned on

high,

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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תהלים קיג, ה-ו.
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המגביהי לשבת המשפילי לראות

G-d, who is enthroned on high, looks down low: the high‐

est source is what reaches the lowest.

Psalms 113:5–6תהילים קי״ג:ה׳-ו׳

ץ: יִם וּבָאָרֶ מַ שָּׁ אוֹת בַּ רְ י לִ ילִ פִּ שְׁ מַּ בֶת: הַ שָׁ י לָ יהִ בִּ גְ מַּ ינוּ הַ לֹקֵ  י כַּה׳ אֱ מִ
Who is like unto the L-RD our G-d, That is enthroned on

high, That looketh down low Upon heaven and upon the

earth?

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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נפתלי אילה שלוחה

Yaakov blesses Naftali, “a hind let loose”; the word

sheluchah shares the root of “sent.”

Genesis 49:21בראשית מ״ט:כ״א

ר: פֶ י־שָׁ רֵ מְ ן אִ נֹּתֵ ה הַ חָ לֻ י אַיָּלָה שְׁ לִ תָּ נַפְ

Naphtali is a hind let loose: He giveth goodly words.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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וההוא קול אשתלח מאתר עמיקא דלעילא

The Zohar on “Naftali is a hind let loose, who gives goodly

words”: the voice is sent forth from the deep place above

to guide speech.

Zohar, Vayechi 73:761–75:771-ספר הזהר, ויחי ע״ג:תשס״א
ע״ה:תשע״א
WHO GIVETH GOODLY WORDS. The Voice speaks to the

Utterance, there being no voice without utterance. This

Voice is sent from a deep recess above in order to guide the

Utterance, the two being related as general and particular.

The Voice issues from the south and speaks to the west, in‐

heriting two sides, and therefore Moses said to Naphtali:

“Possess thou the west and the south” (Deut. 33, 23).

The Zohar; London, Soncino Press, 1933 (Public Domain)
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בבינה הוא התגלות עתיק
There the Alter Rebbe explains that the revelation of Atik,

the source of delight, is specifically in Binah and not in

Chochmah: Chochmah is a mere point, and only Binah,

which expands it, receives and shows the radiance of Atik.

Zohar III, 178bזח״ג קעח, ב
K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

ראה זח״ג קעח, ב. תו״א ר״פ לך לך.
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מלך השמיני הדר

Hadar, the eighth king listed among the kings of Edom,

the only one whose wife is named and whose death is not

recorded; in Kabbalah he represents Tikkun.

Genesis 36:39בראשית ל״ו:ל״ט

תּוֹ שְׁ ם אִ שֵׁ עוּ וְ ירוֹ פָּ ם עִ שֵׁ ר וְ יו הֲדַ תָּ חְ לֹךְ תַּ  מְ יִּ בּוֹר וַ כְ ן־עַ נָן בֶּ ל חָ עַ ת בַּ יָּמׇ וַ

ב: י זָהָ ד בַּת מֵ רֵ טְ ל בַּת־מַ אֵ בְ יטַ הֵ מְ
And Baal-hanan the son of Achbor died, and Hadar reigned

in his stead; and the name of the city was Pau; and his wife’s

name was Mehetabel, the daughter of Matred, the daughter

of Me-zahab.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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ראה בראשית לו, לט.
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ע״פ למנצח על השמינית
The maamar asks why David sang specifically about cir‐

cumcision being given on the eighth day, and why circum‐

cision on the eighth day overrides even Shabbos.

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

לעיל תזריע כ, ד ואילך.
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למען הקים אותך היום לו לעם

“To establish you today as a people to Him”: Israel’s be‐

coming G-d’s people, accomplished during the Days of

Awe.

Deuteronomy 29:12דברים כ״ט:י״ב
ךְ ר־לָ בֶּ ר דִּ ים כַּאֲשֶׁ לֹקִ ךָ לֵא יֶה־לְּ הְ הוּא יִ ם וְ עָ יּוֹם לוֹ לְ ךָ הַ ים־אֹתְ קִ ן הָ עַ מַ לְ

יַעֲקֹב: ק וּלְ חָ צְ יִ ם לְ הָ רָ אַבְ יךָ לְ בֹתֶ אֲ בַּע לַ שְׁ ר נִ כַאֲשֶׁ וְ
that He may establish thee this day unto Himself for a peo‐

ple, and that He may be unto thee a G-d, as He spoke unto

thee, and as He swore unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac,

and to Jacob.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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דברים כט, יב.
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Kehot’s note points to Zohar, Vayechi 73:759 for these

words.

Zohar, Vayechi 73:759ספר הזהר, ויחי ע״ג:תשנ״ט
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כי עמך הסליחה למען תורא

“With You is forgiveness, that You may be feared,” dis‐

cussed in the maamar on “Return, O Israel.”

Psalms 130:4תהילים ק״ל:ד׳

א: רֵ וָּ ן תִּ עַ מַ ה לְ יחָ לִ סְּ ךָ הַ מְּ י־עִ כִּ

For with Thee there is forgiveness, that Thou mayest be

feared.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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בת אבי היא

Avraham tells Avimelech that Sarah is truly his sister, “the

daughter of my father, but not the daughter of my

177
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mother.” The Zohar applies the words to Knesses Yisrael.

Genesis 20:12בראשית כ׳:י״ב

ה: שָּׁ אִ י לְ י־לִ הִ י וַתְּ מִּ וא אַךְ לֹא בַת־אִ י הִ י בַת־אָבִ חֹתִ נָה אֲ מְ גַם־אׇ וְ

And moreover she is indeed my sister, the daughter of my

father, but not the daughter of my mother; and so she be‐

came my wife.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

בת אבי היא אך לא בת אמי

Rabbi Abba asks when Knesses Yisrael unites with the holy

King, and Rabbi Shimon answers, “she is the daughter of

my father, but not the daughter of my mother”: when she

receives from the house of Abba, Chochmah, and not from

Imma.

Zohar, Emor 39:222–40:227ספר הזהר, אמור ל״ט:רכ״ב-מ׳:רכ״ז
This day is called “the concealing (keseh) for the day of our

feast”, because the moon is still covered and does not

shine.1Cf. T. B. Rosh Hashanah, 8b. Through what then will

it shine? Through repentance and the sound of the shofar,

as it is written, “Blessed is the people that know the trumpet

sound, because, O L-rd, they shall walk in the light of thy

countenance” (Ps. 89, 15). On this day the moon is covered,

and it does not shine until the tenth day, when Israel turn

with …

The Zohar; London, Soncino Press, 1933 (Public Domain)
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מאת הוי׳ היתה זאת היא נפלאת בעינינו

“This was from Havayah; it is wondrous in our eyes,” ex‐

plained earlier in Likkutei Torah in connection with the

eighth day.

Psalms 118:23תהילים קי״ח:כ״ג

ינֵינוּ: עֵ לָאת בְּ פְ יא נִ ה זֹּאת הִ יְתָ ת ה׳ הָ אֵ מֵ

This is the L-RD’S doing; It is marvellous in our eyes.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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וביום עשרים ושלשה לחדש השביעי שלח את העם

Chronicles dates the sending away of the people to the

twenty-third of Tishrei, which the Alter Rebbe reads as an

allusion to the Diaspora’s second day of the festival.

II Chronicles 7:10דברי הימים ב ז׳:י׳

ים חִ מֵ ם שְׂ יהֶ הֳלֵ אׇ ם לְ עָ ת־הָ לַּח אֶ י שִׁ יעִ בִ שְּׁ שׁ הַ ה לַחֹדֶ לֹשָׁ ים וּשְׁ רִ שְׂ יוֹם עֶ וּבְ
מּוֹ: ל עַ אֵ רָ יִשְׂ לֹמֹה וּלְ  שְׁ לִ יד וְ וִ דָ ה ה׳ לְ שָׂ ר עָ טּוֹבָה אֲשֶׁ ל־הַ י לֵב עַ טוֹבֵ וְ

And on the three and twentieth day of the seventh month he

sent the people away unto their tents, joyful and glad of

heart for the goodness that the L-RD had shown unto David,

and to Solomon, and to Israel His people.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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וביום עשרים ושלשה — רמז ליו״ט של גליות

According to the note, this maamar explains why the allu‐

sion to the Diaspora’s second day of Shemini Atzeres

comes specifically in the words “he sent the people away.”

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

ראה ד״ה ביום השמיני שלח — תשמ״א )סה״מ מלוקט ח״ב( בביאור מדוע
הרמז ליו״ט שני דשמע״צ הוא בהענין דשלח את העם דוקא.
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ישקני מנשיקות פיהו

“Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth”: the cleav‐

ing of spirit to spirit in Torah study.

Song of Songs 1:2שיר השירים א׳:ב׳

ן: יָּיִ יךָ מִ ים דֹּדֶ י־טוֹבִ יהוּ כִּ יקוֹת פִּ שִׁ נְּ י מִ נִ קֵ יִשָּׁ
Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth— For thy love is

better than wine.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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שה״ש א, ב.
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ואשים דברי בפיך

“I have put My words in your mouth”: G-d’s words become

the words of the one who studies Torah.

Isaiah 51:16ישעיהו נ״א:ט״ז

לֵאמֹר ץ וְ יסֹד אָרֶ לִ יִם וְ מַ טֹעַ שָׁ נְ יךָ לִ יתִ סִּ י כִּ ל יָדִ צֵ יךָ וּבְ פִ י בְּ רַ בָ ם דְּ וָאָשִׂ
ה: י־אָתָּ מִּ יּוֹן עַ צִ לְ

And I have put My words in thy mouth, And have covered

thee in the shadow of My hand, That I may plant the heav‐

ens, And lay the foundations of the earth, And say unto Zion:

‘Thou art My people.’

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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ישעי׳ נא, טז.
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מתניתא מלכתא
In the Talmud “the Mishnah is queen (malk’sa)” is a mem‐

ory aid for a name; the Alter Rebbe reads it as the bond of

the Mishnah, the Oral Torah, with Malchus.

Beitzah 28b:14–15ביצה כ״ח ב:י״ד-ט״ו

יּוֹ. כִּ לְ ב מַ א — רַ תָ תָּ עְ מַ יָּא. שְׁ כִּ לְ ב מַ א — רַ יתָ נִ תְ ין וּמַ יתִ נִ תְ ר: מַ פָּא אָמַ ב פָּ רַ
י׳ נִ תְ חוֹת. מַ פָ יהוּ שְׁ ינַיְ יכָּא בֵּ יהוּ? אִ ינַיְ אי בֵּ א. מַ תָ כְּ לְ ין מַ יתִ נִ תְ : מַ נָיךְ ימָ סִ וְ
ם. ינֵיהֶ לֵּק בֵּ חַ ט וּמְ בָל שׁוֹחֵ ר, אֲ שָׂ ינָר בָּ דִ י בְּ קוֹל לִ בָּח: שְׁ ם לַטַּ ר אָדָ לֹא יֹאמַ

William Davidson, Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC)
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ביצה כח, ב.
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א״ת בניך אלא בוניך

The Sages’ teaching that Torah scholars increase peace in

the world, reading “your children” as “your builders.”

Berakhot 64a:14ברכות ס״ד א:י״ד

ין לָמוֹ אֵ ךָ וְ תֶ י תוֹרָ אֹהֲבֵ ב לְ לוֹם רָ ״. ״שָׁ ךְ לָּא ״בּוֹנָיִ ״ אֶ ךְ נָיִ י ״בָּ רֵ קְ אַל תִּ
י עָ רֵ י וְ ן אַחַ עַ מַ ״. ״לְ ךְ יִ נוֹתָ מְ אַרְ וָה בְּ לְ ךְ שַׁ ילֵ חֵ לוֹם בְּ י שָׁ הִ שׁוֹל״. ״יְ כְ מִ
״. ״ה׳ עֹז ךְ ה טוֹב לָ שָׁ בַקְ ינוּ אֲ לֹקֵ  ית ה׳ אֱ ן בֵּ עַ מַ . לְ ךְ לוֹם בָּ ה נָּא שָׁ רָ בְּ דַ אֲ

לוֹם״. מּוֹ בַשָּׁ ת עַ ךְ אֶ רֵ בָ ן ה׳ יְ מּוֹ יִתֵּ עַ לְ
"Great peace have they that love Thy law; and there is no

stumbling for them" (Ps. cxix. 165). "Peace be within thy

walls, and prosperity within thy palaces" (ibid, cxxii. 7).

"For my brethren and companions' sakes, I will now say,

Peace be within thee" (ibid. v. 8). "For the sake of the house

of the L-rd our G-d, I will seek thy good" (ibid. v. 9). "The

L-rd will give strength unto His people ; the L-rd will bless

His people with peace" (ibid. xxix. 11)[2]
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William Davidson, Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC) · Tractate Berakot by A.
Cohen, Cambridge University Press, 1921 (Public Domain)

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

ברכות סד, א. וש״נ.

בד״ה וכל בניך למודי

The maamar on “All your children shall be taught by G-d”

discusses the Sages’ reading “not ‘your children’ but ‘your

builders,’” gathers its sources in the Talmud, Midrash and

Zohar, and asks why the Sages needed that reading at all.
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לעיל פ׳ ראה כט, א.
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וכל בניך למודי

“All your children shall be taught by Havayah, and great

shall be the peace of your children”: the verse behind the

reading “your builders.”

Isaiah 54:13ישעיהו נ״ד:י״ג

: ךְ נָיִ לוֹם בָּ ב שְׁ רַ י ה׳ וְ מּוּדֵ ךְ לִ נַיִ כׇל־בָּ וְ
And all thy children shall be taught of the L-RD; and great

shall be the peace of thy children.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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ותושבע״פ קרינן לה

Kehot’s marei makom for these words (its note is below).
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ת״ז בהקדמה )פתח אלי׳(.
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ותורה שבעל פה קרינן לה

The passage known as Patach Eliyahu, in the introduction

to Tikkunei Zohar, identifies Malchus with the Oral Torah.

Tikkunei Zohar 17a:16–17תקוני הזהר י״ז א:ט״ז-י״ז

ואתקריאו בתקונא דא. חסד דרועא ימינא. גבורה דרועא שמאלא.
תפארת גופא. נצח והוד תרין שוקין. ויסוד סיומא דגופא אות ברית
קדש. מלכות פה. תורה שבע״פ קרינן ליה. מוחא חכמה איהו מחשבה
מלגו. בינה לבא ובה הלב מבין. ועל אלין תרין כתיב *הנסתרות ליי׳

אלקינו.
Constantinople, 1740 (CC-BY-NC)
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מלכותך מל׳ כל עולמים

“Your kingship is the kingship of all worlds”: the “building

of the world” is G-d’s kingship.

Psalms 145:13תהילים קמ״ה:י״ג

דֹר: כׇל־דּוֹר וָ ךָ בְּ תְּ לְ שַׁ מְ ים וּמֶ כוּת כׇּל־עֹלָמִ לְ ךָ מַ כוּתְ לְ מַ
Thy kingdom is a kingdom for all ages, And Thy dominion

endureth throughout all generations.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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תהלים קמה, יג.
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וכי ישאל

“And if a person borrows”: the verse whose opening vav

the Talmud uses to link the laws of borrowing to what

precedes.

Exodus 22:13שמות כ״ב:י״ג

לֵּם: לֵּם יְשַׁ מּוֹ שַׁ ין־עִ יו אֵ לָ עָ ת בְּ בַּר אוֹ־מֵ שְׁ נִ הוּ וְ עֵ ם רֵ עִ ישׁ מֵ אַל אִ י־יִשְׁ כִ וְ

And if a man borrow aught of his neighbour, and it be hurt,

or die, the owner thereof not being with it, he shall surely

make restitution.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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פרק השואל

The Talmud’s rule that a vav adds to the preceding subject,

from which the chapter HaSho’el derives its laws.

Bava Metzia 95a:13בבא מציעא צ״ה א:י״ג

יוֹן לְ ד עֶ מַ לְ יִ אשׁוֹן, וְ יָן רִ נְ ל עִ יף עַ יו מוֹסִ אַל״ – וָ י יִשְׁ כִ א ״וְ רָ ר קְ לָּא, אָמַ אֶ
תּוֹן. חְ תַּ מִ

William Davidson, Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC)
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ראה ב״מ צה, א. וראה גם לקמן צה, ד.
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גלה כבוד מלכותך

Kehot’s marei makom for these words (its note is below).
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מוסף דשלש רגלים.
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חיי שרה מאה שנה

Sarah’s hundred years, linked elsewhere in Likkutei Torah

to the hundred daily blessings.

Genesis 23:1בראשית כ״ג:א׳

ה: רָ יֵּי שָׂ נֵי חַ ים שְׁ נִ בַע שָׁ שֶׁ נָה וְ ים שָׁ רִ שְׂ עֶ נָה וְ אָה שָׁ ה מֵ רָ יֵּי שָׂ יוּ חַ הְ יִּ וַ
And the life of Sarah was a hundred and seven and twenty

years; these were the years of the life of Sarah.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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ברוך כבוד ה׳ ממקומו
Ezekiel hears behind him a great sound: “Blessed be the

glory of Havayah from His place”: the blessing of the

ofanim, discussed in the maamar on “Give ear, O

heavens.”

Ezekiel 3:12יחזקאל ג׳:י״ב

קוֹמוֹ: מְּ בוֹד־ה׳ מִ רוּךְ כְּ שׁ גָּדוֹל בָּ עַ י קוֹל רַ ע אַחֲרַ מַ שְׁ אֶ י רוּחַ וָ נִ אֵ שָּׂ וַתִּ
Then a spirit lifted me up, and I heard behind me the voice

of a great rushing: ‘Blessed be the glory of the L-RD from

His place’;

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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ראה אנכי נותן לפניכם היום ברכה

“See, I set before you this day a blessing”: the opening of a

maamar the text refers to.

Deuteronomy 11:26דברים י״א:כ״ו

לָה: לָ כָה וּקְ רָ יּוֹם בְּ נֵיכֶם הַ פְ ן לִ י נֹתֵ ה אָנֹכִ אֵ רְ
Behold, I set before you this day a blessing and a curse:

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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ועתה יגדל נא כח אד׳

Moshe’s prayer, “Now let the power of Ado-nai be great”:
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the opening of a maamar the text refers to.

Numbers 14:17במדבר י״ד:י״ז

תָּ לֵאמֹר: רְ בַּ ר דִּ דֹ־נָי כַּאֲשֶׁ ל־נָא כֹּחַ אֲ דַּ ה יִגְ תָּ עַ וְ

And now, I pray Thee, let the power of the L-rd be great, ac‐

cording as Thou hast spoken, saying:

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

הופיע מהר פארן וזרח משעיר וגו׳

G-d “shone forth from Seir, appeared from Mount Paran”

at the giving of the Torah; the verse itself has the two

phrases in the reverse order.

Deuteronomy 33:2דברים ל״ג:ב׳

בֹת בְ רִ ה מֵ אָתָ ן וְ ארָ ר פָּ הַ יעַ מֵ יר לָמוֹ הוֹפִ עִ שֵּׂ ח מִ זָרַ ינַי בָּא וְ סִּ ר ה׳ מִ יֹּאמַ וַ
ת לָמוֹ: שׁ דָּ ינוֹ אֵ ימִ שׁ מִ קֹדֶ

And he said: The L-RD came from Sinai, And rose from Seir

unto them; He shined forth from mount Paran, And He came

from the myriads holy, At His right hand was a fiery law unto

them.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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דברים לג, ב. שם אי׳ וזרח משעיר גו׳ הופיע גו׳ ]כ[.
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בד״ה במדבר סיני

There “the wilderness of Sinai” and “the Tent of Meeting”

are both Malchus of Atzilus: the wilderness is its ascent

from below (mayin nukvin), and the Tent of Meeting is the

light drawn down to it from Z’eir Anpin (mayin duchrin).

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

לעיל פ׳ במדבר.
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במדבר סיני באהל מועד

“In the wilderness of Sinai, in the Tent of Meeting”: the

opening of a maamar on the meaning of “tent.”

Numbers 1:1במדבר א׳:א׳

נָה שָּׁ י בַּ נִ שֵּׁ שׁ הַ ד לַחֹדֶ חָ אֶ ד בְּ ל מוֹעֵ אֹהֶ ינַי בְּ בַּר סִ דְ מִ ה בְּ ל־מֹשֶׁ בֵּר ה׳ אֶ דַ יְ וַ
יִם לֵאמֹר: רַ צְ ץ מִ רֶ אֶ ם מֵ צֵאתָ ית לְ נִ שֵּׁ הַ

AND THE L-RD spoke unto Moses in the wilderness of Sinai,

in the tent of meeting, on the first day of the second month,

in the second year after they were come out of the land of

Egypt, saying:

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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מה טובו אוהליך יעקב

“How goodly are your tents, O Yaakov”: cited on the mean‐

ing of “tent” as a dwelling for G-d.

Numbers 24:5במדבר כ״ד:ה׳

ל: אֵ רָ יךָ יִשְׂ נֹתֶ כְּ שְׁ יךָ יַעֲקֹב מִ לֶ ה־טֹּבוּ אֹהָ מַ

How goodly are thy tents, O Jacob, Thy dwellings, O Israel!

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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וייטב לבו

Boaz “ate and drank and his heart was merry”: the word

tov applied to the heart.

Ruth 3:7רות ג׳:ז׳

גַל לָּט וַתְּ בֹא בַ ה וַתָּ מָ עֲרֵ צֵה הָ קְ כַּב בִּ שְׁ יָּבֹא לִ בּוֹ וַ ב לִ יטַ יִּ תְּ וַ יֵּשְׁ ז וַ יֹּאכַל בֹּעַ וַ

כָּב: שְׁ יו וַתִּ לֹתָ  גְּ רְ מַ
And when Boaz had eaten and drunk, and his heart was mer‐

ry, he went to lie down at the end of the heap of corn; and

she came softly, and uncovered his feet, and laid her down.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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אז תשמח
“Then (az) shall the maiden rejoice in the dance”: the word

az is read as pointing to the level of “before.”

Jeremiah 31:13ירמיהו ל״א:י״ג

שׂוֹן שָׂ לָם לְ בְ י אֶ תִּ כְ פַ הָ ו וְ דָּ ים יַחְ נִ קֵ ים וּזְ רִ חֻ חוֹל וּבַ מָ תוּלָה בְּ ח בְּ מַ שְׂ אָז תִּ
יגוֹנָם: ים מִ תִּ חְ מַּ שִׂ ים וְ תִּ מְ חַ נִ וְ

Then shall the virgin rejoice in the dance, And the young

men and the old together; For I will turn their mourning into

joy, And will comfort them, and make them rejoice from

their sorrow.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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לאיתן האזרחי

The psalm “of Eisan the Ezrachite,” whom the Sages iden‐

tify with Avraham, discussed in the maamar on “See, I set

before you.”

Psalms 89:1תהילים פ״ט:א׳

י: חִ רָ זְ אֶ ן הָ יתָ אֵ יל לְ כִּ שְׂ מַ
Maschil of Ethan the Ezrahite.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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נכון כסאך מאז
The Midrash on “Your throne is established from then

(me’az)”: though G-d is eternal, His throne was not settled

until Israel sang “Then (az) Moshe sang.”

Shemot Rabbah 23:1שמות רבה כ״ג:א׳

אז ישיר משה - הדא הוא דכתיב )תהלים צג, ב(: נכון כסאך מאז. אמר
רבי ברכיה, בשם רבי אבהו: אף על פי שמעולם אתה, לא נתיישב
כסאך ולא נודעת בעולמך, עד שאמרו בניך שירה, לכך נאמר: נכון

כסאך מאז. משל למלך, שעשה מלחמה ונצח, ועשו אותו אגוסטוס.

אמרו לו: עד שלא עשית המלחמה היית מלך, עכשיו עשינוך אגוסטוס.
מה יש כבוד בין המלך לאגוסטוס? אלא, המלך עומד על הלוח
ואגוסטוס יושב. כך אמרו ישראל: באמת עד שלא בראת עולמך, היית
אתה, משבראת אותו אתה הוא, אלא כביכול עומד, שנאמר )חבקוק …

“Then Moses and the children of Israel sang this song to the

L-rd, and spoke, saying: I will sing to the L-rd, for He is ex‐

alted; the horse and his rider He cast into the sea” (Exodus

15:1). “Then [az] Moses…sang” – that is what is written:

“Your throne is established of old [me’az]; [You have existed

from eternity]” (Psalms 93:2). Rabbi Berekhya said in the

name of Rabbi Abahu: Even though “You have existed from

eternity,” Your throne was not settled and You were not

known in Your world …

Daat Shemot Rabbah (Public Domain) · The Sefaria Midrash Rabbah, 2022
(CC-BY)
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נכון כסאך מאז

“Your throne is established from of old (me’az); You are

from eternity.” The maamar reads me’az as “from az,” a

primordial level.

Psalms 93:2תהילים צ״ג:ב׳

ה: עוֹלָם אָתָּ אָז מֵ ךָ מֵ אֲ סְ נָכוֹן כִּ

Thy throne is established of old; Thou art from everlasting.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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ובזח״ב )בשלח נ״ד ב׳(

The note refers to Or HaTorah for the wording of this

Zohar passage on “Then Moshe sang.”
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ראה הלשון באוה״ת בשלח ע׳ תקג.
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אז ישיר

The Zohar in Beshalach on “Then Moshe sang,” cited by

the text.

Zohar, Beshalach 15:219–16:230-ספר הזהר, בשלח ט״ו:רי״ט
ט״ז:ר״ל
“Moses and the children of Israel will sing this song.” The

same is implied in the words: “As in the days of thy going

out of the land of Egypt will I show unto him marvellous

things” (Micah 7, 15), where the “him” refers to Moses. Also:

“I will show him the salvation of G-d” (Ps. L,24); “I will show

him my salvation” (Ibid. 91, 16). Moses and the children of

Israel will then sing “this song unto the L-rd”: the song of

the Matrona to the Holy One, blessed …

The Zohar; London, Soncino Press, 1933 (Public Domain)
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אז ישיר

“Then Moshe sang”: the Song at the Sea, opening with az.

Exodus 15:1שמות ט״ו:א׳

ה ירָ רוּ לֵאמֹר אָשִׁ יֹּאמְ זֹּאת לַה׳ וַ ה הַ ירָ שִּׁ ת־הַ ל אֶ אֵ רָ נֵי יִשְׂ ה וּבְ יר־מֹשֶׁ אָז יָשִׁ
יָּם: ה בַ מָ בוֹ רָ רֹכְ י־גָאֹה גָּאָה סוּס וְ לַה׳ כִּ

Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song unto

the L-RD, and spoke, saying: I will sing unto the L-RD, for

He is highly exalted; The horse and his rider hath He thrown

into the sea.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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The Midrash on Boaz, “his heart was merry”: he blessed

over his food, or he occupied himself with words of Torah,

“the Torah of Your mouth is good to me.”

Ruth Rabbah 5:15רות רבה ה׳:ט״ו

בָר זוֹנוֹ. דָּ ל מְ ךְ עַ רַ בֵּ בּוֹ, שֶׁ ב לִ יטַ יִּ ה וַ בּוֹ, לָמָּ ב לִ יטַ יִּ תְּ וַ יֵּשְׁ ז וַ יֹּאכַל בֹּעַ וַ
גֶּלֶת לָשׁוֹן רְ יא מַ הִ זוֹן, שֶׁ מָּ ר הַ ה אַחַ יקָ תִ ינֵי מְ אָכַל מִ בּוֹ, שֶׁ ב לִ יטַ יִּ ר, וַ אַחֵ
ר )תהלים מַ נֶּאֱ ה, שֶׁ י תוֹרָ רֵ בְ דִ ק בְּ סַ עָ בּוֹ, שֶׁ ב לִ יטַ יִּ ר, וַ בָר אַחֵ ה. דָּ לַתּוֹרָ

ה, שָּׁ שׁ אִ בַקֵּ יָה מְ הָ בּוֹ, שֶׁ ב לִ יטַ יִּ ר, וַ בָר אַחֵ . דָּ יךָ ת פִּ י תוֹרַ קיט, עב(: טוֹב לִ
ה צֵ קְ כַּב בִּ שְׁ יָּבֹא לִ צָא טוֹב. וַ ה מָ שָּׁ צָא אִ ר )משלי יח, כב(: מָ מַ נֶּאֱ שֶׁ
דוֹל ז גְּ א, בֹּעַ מָ ס בַּר חָ חָ נְ י פִּ בִּ י רַ א קוֹמֵ עָ יאָה בְּ שִׂ ה נְ י יְהוּדָ בִּ ה, רַ מָ עֲרֵ הָ

ר לוֹ … ה, אָמַ מָ עֲרֵ צֵה הָ קְ תְּ בִּ רְ מַ אַתְּ אֲ יָה, וְ דּוֹר הָ הַ
“Boaz ate and drank, and his heart was merry, and he went

to lie down at the end of the pile of grain; and she came

stealthily, uncovered his feet, and lay down” (Ruth 3:7).

“Boaz ate and drank, and his heart was merry.” Why was his

heart merry? It is because he recited a blessing on his food.

Alternatively, “his heart was merry,” because he ate differ‐

ent sweets after the meal, because it accustoms the tongue

to recite Torah. Alternatively, “his heart was merry,” as he

engaged in Torah …

Midrash Rabbah -- TE (Public Domain) · The Sefaria Midrash Rabbah, 2022
(CC-BY)
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בהיטיבו את הנרות
The trimming (heitiv) of the Menorah’s lamps, discussed

in the maamar on Chanukah.

Exodus 30:7שמות ל׳:ז׳

נֵּרֹת ת־הַ יבוֹ אֶ יטִ הֵ ר בְּ בֹּקֶ ר בַּ בֹּקֶ ים בַּ מִּ ת סַ טֹרֶ יו אַהֲרֹן קְ לָ יר עָ טִ קְ הִ וְ
נָּה: ירֶ טִ יַקְ

And Aaron shall burn thereon incense of sweet spices; every

morning, when he dresseth the lamps, he shall burn it.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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על כל הטובה

Kehot’s marei makom for these words (its note is below).
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מ״א )סוס״י ח(. ]כ[.
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על כל הטובה אשר עשה ה׳ לדוד עבדו

The end of the opening verse: the joy was “for all the good‐

ness Havayah had done for David His servant and for

Israel His people.”

I Kings 8:66מלכים א ח׳:ס״ו

ים חִ מֵ ם שְׂ יהֶ הֳלֵ אׇ כוּ לְ יֵּלְ ךְ וַ לֶ מֶּ ת־הַ כוּ אֶ רְ בָ יְ ם וַ עָ ת־הָ לַּח אֶ י שִׁ ינִ מִ שְּׁ יּוֹם הַ בַּ
מּוֹ: ל עַ אֵ רָ יִשְׂ דּוֹ וּלְ בְ ד עַ וִ דָ ה ה׳ לְ שָׂ ר עָ טּוֹבָה אֲשֶׁ ל כׇּל־הַ י לֵב עַ טוֹבֵ וְ

On the eighth day he sent the people away, and they blessed

the king, and went unto their tents joyful and glad of heart

for all the goodness that the L-RD had shown unto David His

servant, and to Israel His people.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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ולישראל עמו שהם בניך בוניך

The note observes that although only “your builders”

seems relevant here, the text says both, suggesting that

“Israel His people” includes both aspects, “your children”

and “your builders.”

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

אף שלכאורה נוגע כאן רק ”בוניך” — די״ל שבזה מרמז ש”ולישראל עמו”
כולל ב׳ הענינים ”בניך” ו”בוניך” — ד״ה ביום השמיני שלח תשמ״א

)הנ״ל( הערה 102.
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וירא אלקים את האור כי טוב

“G-d saw the light, that it was good”: tov links “glad of

heart” to revealed light.

Genesis 1:4בראשית א׳:ד׳

: ךְ חֹשֶׁ ין הַ אוֹר וּבֵ ין הָ ים בֵּ לֹקִ  ל אֱ דֵּ יַּבְ י־טוֹב וַ אוֹר כִּ ת־הָ ים אֶ לֹקִ  א אֱ יַּרְ וַ

And G-d saw the light, that it was good; and G-d divided the

light from the darkness.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

215



L I K K U T E I  T O R A H  ·  S H E M I N I  AT Z E R E S  ·  M A A M A R  4 …ביום השמיני שלח את העם ויברכו את המלך

78likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/shemini-atzeres/4/

P A R A G R A P H  1 3

P A R A G R A P H  1 5

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

בראשית א, ד.

ותתצב אחותו מרחוק

Miriam stood “from afar” to watch over Moshe; the

Midrash on this verse is cited for distance as a mode of

presence.

Exodus 2:4שמות ב׳:ד׳

ה לוֹ: שֶׂ ה־יֵּעָ ה מַ עָ דֵ חֹק לְ רָ חֹתוֹ מֵ צַּב אֲ תַ וַתֵּ
And his sister stood afar off, to know what would be done to

him.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

216

ותתצב אחותו מרחוק

The Sages read the verse about Miriam as said of the holy

spirit: “stood” as G-d standing, “his sister” as wisdom, and

“from afar” as “From afar Havayah appeared to me.”

Shemot Rabbah 1:22שמות רבה א׳:כ״ב

ותתצב אחותו מרחוק - למה עמדה מרים מרחוק? אמר רבי עמרם בשם
רב: לפי שהיתה מרים מתנבאת ואומרת: עתידה אמי, שתלד בן
שיושיע את ישראל, כיון שנולד משה, נתמלא כל הבית אורה, עמד
אביה ונשקה על ראשה. אמר לה: בתי! נתקימה נבואתך, הינו דכתיב
)שמות טו, כ(: ותקח מרים הנביאה, אחות אהרן את התף, אחות אהרן

ולא אחות משה?! אלא שאמרה נבואה זו, כשהיא אחות אהרן ועדין לא
נולד משה, וכיון שהטילוהו ליאור, עמדה אמה וטפחה לה על ראשה.
אמרה לה: בתי! והיכן נבואתך?! והינו דכתיב: ותתצב אחותו מרחוק

וגו׳, …
“His sister positioned herself at a distance to know what

would happen to him” (Exodus 2:4). “His sister positioned

herself at a distance.” Why did Miriam stand at a distance?

Rabbi Amram said in the name of Rav: It is because Miriam

had been prophesying and saying: ‘My mother is destined to

bear a son who will redeem Israel.’ When Moses was born

the house was filled with light. Her father stood and kissed

her on her head. He said to her: ‘My daughter, your prophe‐

cy has been fulfilled.’ That …

Daat Shemot Rabbah (Public Domain) · The Sefaria Midrash Rabbah, 2022
(CC-BY)
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מרחוק ה׳ נראה לי

Knesses Yisrael says, “From afar Havayah appeared to

me,” and G-d answers, “I have loved you with an everlast‐

ing love”: G-d’s love is revealed even through distance.

(context: Steinsaltz Tanakh)

Jeremiah 31:3ירמיהו ל״א:ג׳

ד: סֶ יךְ חָ תִּ כְ שַׁ ן מְ ל־כֵּ יךְ עַ תִּ בְ הַ אַהֲבַת עוֹלָם אֲ י וְ אָה לִ חוֹק ה׳ נִרְ רָ מֵ
’From afar the L-RD appeared unto me.’ ’Yea, I have loved

thee with an everlasting love; Therefore with affection have I

drawn thee.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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ושקל בפלס

G-d “weighed the mountains with a balance”: discussed in

the maamar on “You are standing” as a mode of distance.

Isaiah 40:12ישעיהו מ׳:י״ב

ל קַ שָׁ ץ וְ אָרֶ שׁ עֲפַר הָ לִ כָל בַּשָּׁ ן וְ כֵּ ת תִּ זֶּרֶ יִם בַּ מַ שָׁ יִם וְ עֳלוֹ מַ שׇׁ ד בְּ דַ י־מָ מִ
נָיִם: מֹאזְ בָעוֹת בְּ ים וּגְ רִ לֶס הָ פֶּ בַּ

Who hath measured the waters in the hollow of his hand,

And meted out heaven with the span, And comprehended

the dust of the earth in a measure, And weighed the moun‐

tains in scales, And the hills in a balance?

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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שלום שלום לרחוק ולקרוב
“Peace, peace, to the far and to the near”: both distance

and nearness are part of the relationship.

Isaiah 57:19ישעיהו נ״ז:י״ט

יו: אתִ פָ ר ה׳ וּרְ רוֹב אָמַ לַקָּ חוֹק וְ לוֹם לָרָ לוֹם שָׁ יִם שָׁ תָ פָ יב שְׂ א נִ בּוֹרֵ
Peace, peace, to him that is far off and to him that is near,

Saith the L-RD that createth the fruit of the lips; And I will

heal him.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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אחור וקדם צרתני

The soul’s two aspects, “behind” and “before.”

Psalms 139:5תהילים קל״ט:ה׳

כָה: י כַּפֶּ לַ ת עָ שֶׁ י וַתָּ נִ תָּ רְ ם צַ דֶ קֶ אָחוֹר וָ
Thou hast hemmed me in behind and before, And laid Thy

hand upon me.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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ישת חשך סתרו

The concealed level from which the hidden love comes.

Psalms 18:12תהילים י״ח:י״ב

ים: קִ חָ י שְׁ בֵ יִם עָ כַת־מַ שְׁ כָּתוֹ חֶ יו סֻ יבוֹתָ בִ רוֹ סְ תְ ךְ סִ ת־חֹשֶׁ יָשֶׁ
He made darkness His hiding-place, His pavilion round

about Him; darkness of waters, thick clouds of the skies.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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שחורה אני

“I am black but comely,” the source for “black fire.”

Song of Songs 1:5שיר השירים א׳:ה׳

לֹמֹה:  יעוֹת שְׁ ירִ ר כִּ דָ י קֵ הֳלֵ אׇ ם כְּ לָ͏ִ נוֹת יְרוּשָׁ נָאוָה בְּ י וְ נִ ה אֲ חוֹרָ שְׁ
’I am black, but comely, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, As the

tents of Kedar, As the curtains of Solomon.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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יהי אור

“Let there be light”: the task of revealing the hidden love.

Genesis 1:3בראשית א׳:ג׳

י־אוֹר: הִ יְ י אוֹר וַ הִ ים יְ לֹקִ  ר אֱ יֹּאמֶ וַ
And G-d said: ‘Let there be light.’ And there was light.
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P A R A G R A P H  1 7
Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

בצל ש-די יתלונן

Abiding in the shadow of the Almighty: the encompassing,

protective level of the hidden love.

Psalms 91:1תהילים צ״א:א׳

לוֹנָן: י יִתְ ־דַּ ל שַׁ צֵ יוֹן בְּ לְ ר עֶ תֶ סֵ ב בְּ יֹשֵׁ
O thou that dwellest in the covert of the Most High, And

abidest in the shadow of the Almighty;

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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תהלים צא, א.
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שמאלו תחת לראשי

“His left hand is under my head”: the distance of Rosh

HaShanah as the base for closeness.

Song of Songs 2:6שיר השירים ב׳:ו׳

י: נִ קֵ בְּ חַ ינוֹ תְּ ימִ י וִ רֹאשִׁ ת לְ חַ מֹאלוֹ תַּ שְׂ
Let his left hand be under my head, And his right hand em‐

brace me.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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אם יהיו חטאיכם כשנים כשלג ילבינו

Sins made white as snow.

Isaiah 1:18ישעיהו א׳:י״ח

ם־ ינוּ אִ בִּ ג יַלְ לֶ ים כַּשֶּׁ נִ יכֶם כַּשָּׁ אֵ יוּ חֲטָ הְ ם־יִ ר ה׳ אִ ה יֹאמַ חָ כְ וָּ נִ כוּ־נָא וְ לְ
יוּ: הְ ר יִ מֶ ימוּ כַתּוֹלָע כַּצֶּ דִּ יַאְ

Come now, and let us reason together, Saith the L-RD;

Though your sins be as scarlet, They shall be as white as

snow; Though they be red like crimson, They shall be as

wool.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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לבושיה כתלג חיור

The garment white as snow: the Thirteen Attributes of

Mercy.

Daniel 7:9דניאל ז׳:ט׳

ר עַ וָּר וּשְׂ לַג חִ תְ הּ כִּ בוּשֵׁ ב לְ ין יְתִ יק יוֹמִ תִּ עַ יו וְ מִ ן רְ וָ סָ י כׇרְ ד דִּ וֵית עַ זֵה הֲ חָ

ק: לִ י נוּר דָּ לּוֹהִ גִּ י־נוּר גַּלְ ין דִּ בִ בִ יֵהּ שְׁ סְ א כׇּרְ ר נְקֵ הּ כַּעֲמַ אשֵׁ רֵ
I beheld Till thrones were placed, And one that was ancient

of days did sit: His raiment was as white snow, And the hair

of his head like pure wool; His throne was fiery flames, and

the wheels thereof burning fire.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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לפני הוי׳ תטהרו

Purification “before Havayah” on Yom Kippur.

Leviticus 16:30ויקרא ט״ז:ל׳

רוּ: הָ טְ נֵי ה׳ תִּ פְ יכֶם לִ טֹּאתֵ כֹּל חַ כֶם מִ תְ ר אֶ הֵ טַ יכֶם לְ ר עֲלֵ כַפֵּ זֶּה יְ יּוֹם הַ י־בַ כִּ
For on this day shall atonement be made for you, to cleanse

you; from all your sins shall ye be clean before the L-RD.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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וימניו תחבקני

“His right hand embraces me”: the great love of Sukkos.

Song of Songs 2:6שיר השירים ב׳:ו׳

י: נִ קֵ בְּ חַ ינוֹ תְּ ימִ י וִ רֹאשִׁ ת לְ חַ מֹאלוֹ תַּ שְׂ
Let his left hand be under my head, And his right hand em‐

brace me.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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ה׳ צלך

“Havayah is your shade”: the sukkah as divine shade.

Psalms 121:5תהילים קכ״א:ה׳

: ינֶךָ מִ ל־יַד יְ ךָ עַ לְּ ךָ ה׳ צִ רֶ ה׳ שֹׁמְ
The L-RD is thy keeper; The L-RD is thy shade upon thy

right hand.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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הנותן שלג כצמר

“He gives snow like wool”: Yom Kippur.

Psalms 147:16תהילים קמ״ז:ט״ז

זֵּר: פַ ר יְ פֶ פוֹר כָּאֵ ר כְּ מֶ ג כַּצָּ לֶ ן שֶׁ נֹּתֵ הַ
He giveth snow like wool; He scattereth the hoar-frost like

ashes.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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משליך קרחו

“He casts forth His ice… before His cold who can stand?”:

Sukkos and the danger of coldness.

Psalms 147:17תהילים קמ״ז:י״ז

י יַעֲמֹד: תוֹ מִ רָ נֵי קָ פְ ים לִ תִּ פִ חוֹ כְ רְ יךְ קַ לִ שְׁ מַ
He casteth forth His ice like crumbs; Who can stand before

His cold?

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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רקיע כעין הקרח

The firmament like ice over the chayos: the partition be‐

tween worlds.

Ezekiel 1:22יחזקאל א׳:כ״ב

ם יהֶ אשֵׁ ל־רָ א נָטוּי עַ נּוֹרָ ח הַ רַ קֶּ ין הַ עֵ יעַ כְּ קִ יָּה רָ חַ י הַ אשֵׁ ל־רָ מוּת עַ וּדְ
לָה: עְ מָ לְ מִ

And over the heads of the living creatures there was the like‐

ness of a firmament, like the colour of the terrible ice,

stretched forth over their heads above.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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שלשת אלפים משל

Shlomo’s three thousand parables: wisdom clothed in

parables.

I Kings 5:12מלכים א ה׳:י״ב

ה וָאָלֶף: שָּׁ ירוֹ חֲמִ י שִׁ הִ יְ ל וַ שָׁ ים מָ פִ לָ ת אֲ לֹשֶׁ בֵּר שְׁ דַ יְ וַ
And he spoke three thousand proverbs; and his songs were a

thousand and five.
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Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

כי חסד חפצתי ולא זבח

“For I desire kindness and not sacrifice”: G-d’s desire ex‐

pressed in deeds of Chesed.

Hosea 6:6הושע ו׳:ו׳

עֹלוֹת: ים מֵ לֹקִ  ת אֱ עַ דַ לֹא־זָבַח וְ  י וְ תִּ צְ פַ ד חָ סֶ י חֶ כִּ
For I desire mercy, and not sacrifice, And the knowledge of

G-d rather than burnt-offerings.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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הושע ו, ו.
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כי באלה חפצתי
“For in these I delight”: kindness, justice and right‐

eousness, discussed in the maamar the text refers to.

Jeremiah 9:23ירמיהו ט׳:כ״ג

ד סֶ ה חֶ י ה׳ עֹשֶׂ נִ י אֲ י כִּ יָדֹעַ אוֹתִ כֵּל וְ שְׂ לֵּל הַ הַ תְ מִּ לֵּל הַ הַ זֹאת יִתְ ם־בְּ י אִ כִּ
ם־ה׳ אֻ י נְ תִּ צְ פַ לֶּה חָ אֵ י־בְ ץ כִּ ה בָּאָרֶ קָ דָ פָּט וּצְ שְׁ מִ

But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth,

and knoweth Me, That I am the L-RD who exercise mercy,

justice, and righteousness, in the earth; for in these things I

delight, Saith the L-RD.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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ישלח דברו וימסם

“He sends forth His word and melts them”: Shemini

Atzeres.

Psalms 147:18תהילים קמ״ז:י״ח

יִם: לוּ־מָ זְּ ב רוּחוֹ יִ ם יַשֵּׁ סֵ יַמְ רוֹ וְ בָ לַח דְּ יִשְׁ

He sendeth forth His word, and melteth them; He causeth

His wind to blow, and the waters flow.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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המשלח מעיינים

“He sends forth springs”: the flow of Chochmah, ex‐

plained in section four.

Psalms 104:10תהילים ק״ד:י׳

כוּן: לֵּ הַ ים יְ רִ ין הָ ים בֵּ לִ חָ נְּ ים בַּ יָנִ עְ חַ מַ לֵּ שַׁ מְ הַ
Who sendest forth springs into the valleys; They run be‐

tween the mountains;

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)

239

בשלח פרעה
“When Pharaoh sent the people”: the growth that comes

from refining the sparks.

Exodus 13:17שמות י״ג:י״ז

רוֹב י קָ ים כִּ תִּ שְׁ לִ ץ פְּ רֶ ךְ אֶ רֶ ים דֶּ לֹקִ  ם אֱ לֹא־נָחָ  ם וְ עָ ת־הָ עֹה אֶ רְ לַּח פַּ שַׁ י בְּ הִ יְ וַ
ה: יְמָ רָ צְ בוּ מִ שָׁ ה וְ מָ חָ לְ ם מִ אֹתָ רְ ם בִּ עָ ם הָ נָּחֵ ן־יִ ים פֶּ לֹקִ  ר אֱ י אָמַ הוּא כִּ

And it came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the people go,

that G-d led them not by the way of the land of the

Philistines, although that was near; for G-d said: 'Lest the

people regret when they see war, and they return to Egypt.’

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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שגם בהשוב יהיה כלול רצוא

The note quotes this maamar’s reading: “that even in the

shov (of Shemini Atzeres) there be included the ratzo (of

Rosh HaShanah).”

K E H O T ’ S  N O T E

”שגם בהשוב )דשמע״צ( יהי׳ כלול רצוא )דר״ה(” — ד״ה ביום השמיני שלח

— תשמ״א )הנ״ל( הערה 91.
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ב״ן מתברר ועולה

There, on “the earth shall give its produce,” the Alter

Rebbe speaks of raising the 288 sparks as mayin nukvin,

after which the mayin duchrin, the revelation of the

Infinite Light, is drawn down: the refinement and ascent

from below to which the note points.
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ע״ל בחקותי )מז, ג(. וש״נ. ]כ[.
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ברוב עם הדרת מלך

“In the multitude of people is the King’s splendor”: G-d’s

kingship is glorified through His people.

Proverbs 14:28משלי י״ד:כ״ח

זוֹן: ת רָ תַּ חִ אֹם מְ פֶס לְ אֶ ךְ וּבְ לֶ ת־מֶ רַ דְ ם הַ ב־עָ רׇ בְּ
In the multitude of people is the king’s glory; But in the want

of people is the ruin of the prince.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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משלי יד, כח.
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הדר מלכותו

“The glorious splendor of His kingship.”

Psalms 145:12תהילים קמ״ה:י״ב

כוּתוֹ: לְ ר מַ בוֹד הֲדַ יו וּכְ בוּרֹתָ ם גְּ אָדָ נֵי הָ בְ יעַ לִ הוֹדִ לְ

To make known to the sons of men His mighty acts, And the

glory of the majesty of His kingdom.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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תהלים קמה, יב.
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אז תשמח

“Then shall she rejoice”: az read as alef and zayin.

Jeremiah 31:13ירמיהו ל״א:י״ג

שׂוֹן שָׂ לָם לְ בְ י אֶ תִּ כְ פַ הָ ו וְ דָּ ים יַחְ נִ קֵ ים וּזְ רִ חֻ חוֹל וּבַ מָ תוּלָה בְּ ח בְּ מַ שְׂ אָז תִּ

יגוֹנָם: ים מִ תִּ חְ מַּ שִׂ ים וְ תִּ מְ חַ נִ וְ
Then shall the virgin rejoice in the dance, And the young

men and the old together; For I will turn their mourning into

joy, And will comfort them, and make them rejoice from

their sorrow.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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ע׳ זח״ב בשלח נ״ד א׳ ע״פ אז ישיר

The note quotes Or HaTorah’s summary of this Zohar: az

means the time when the light of Atika Kadisha shines in

its engraved crowns in the letters of az.
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246



L I K K U T E I  T O R A H  ·  S H E M I N I  AT Z E R E S  ·  M A A M A R  4 …ביום השמיני שלח את העם ויברכו את המלך

81likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/shemini-atzeres/4/

”דפי׳ אז הוא כד אתנהיר נהירו דעתיקא קדישא בעטרוי גליפין רשימין באז”

— אוה״ת ויקרא כרך ג ע׳ תתכה. וראה גם אוה״ת עקב ע׳ תקפה.

אז ישיר

The Zohar in Beshalach: every song of praise to G-d

opened with az, “Then Shlomo said,” “Then Yehoshua

spoke,” “Then Moshe sang.”

Zohar, Beshalach 15:209–219ספר הזהר, בשלח ט״ו:ר״ט-רי״ט
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אז ישיר

“Then Moshe sang”: the Zohar explains the word az.

Exodus 15:1שמות ט״ו:א׳

ה ירָ רוּ לֵאמֹר אָשִׁ יֹּאמְ זֹּאת לַה׳ וַ ה הַ ירָ שִּׁ ת־הַ ל אֶ אֵ רָ נֵי יִשְׂ ה וּבְ יר־מֹשֶׁ אָז יָשִׁ
יָּם: ה בַ מָ בוֹ רָ רֹכְ י־גָאֹה גָּאָה סוּס וְ לַה׳ כִּ

Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song unto

the L-RD, and spoke, saying: I will sing unto the L-RD, for

He is highly exalted; The horse and his rider hath He thrown

into the sea.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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ז׳ ימי הסוכות ז׳ דאז והאלף שמ״ע

A later maamar that takes up this reading of az: the seven

days of Sukkos as the zayin and Shemini Atzeres as the

alef.
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ראה ד״ה ביום השמיני — תשמ״ז )קונטרס זאת חנוכה תש״נ( הערה 33.
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ויצא יעקב מבאר שבע

“And Yaakov went out from Be’er Sheva and went toward

Charan”: read as the drawing from Binah to the refine‐

ment of the world.

Genesis 28:10בראשית כ״ח:י׳

נָה: רָ ךְ חָ יֵּלֶ בַע וַ ר שָׁ אֵ בְּ יֵּצֵא יַעֲקֹב מִ וַ
And Jacob went out from Beer-sheba, and went toward

Haran.

Miqra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) · JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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בראשית כח, י.
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חנוכה א״ז שהנס הי׳ שהדליקו שמונה ימים

The Talmud’s account of the Chanukah miracle, when the

oil burned for eight days.

Shabbat 21b:10שבת כ״א ב:י׳

לָא ינּוּן דְּ יָא אִ נְ מָ חֲנוּכָּה תְּ י דַ יו יוֹמֵ לֵ סְ כִ כ״ה בְּ נַן: בְּ בָּ נוּ רַ תָ אי חֲנוּכָּה? דְּ מַ
אוּ כׇּל מְּ יכָל טִ הֵ ים לַ ונִ וָ נְסוּ יְ כְ נִּ שֶׁ כְּ הוֹן. שֶׁ נּוֹת בְּ עַ תְ הִ לָא לְ הוֹן וּדְ ד בְּ פַּ סְ מִ לְ

לֹא קוּ וְ דְ חוּם, בָּ צְּ נִ מוֹנַאי וְ שְׁ ית חַ כוּת בֵּ לְ ה מַ רָ גָּבְ שֶׁ יכָל. וּכְ הֵ בַּ ים שֶׁ נִ מָ שְּׁ הַ
לֹא ן גָּדוֹל, וְ ל כֹּהֵ מוֹ שֶׁ חוֹתָ יָה מוּנָּח בְּ הָ ן שֶׁ מֶ ל שֶׁ ד שֶׁ חָ ךְ אֶ לָּא פַּ אוּ אֶ צְ מָ
ים. מוֹנָה יָמִ נּוּ שְׁ מֶּ יקוּ מִ לִ דְ הִ ה בּוֹ נֵס וְ ד. נַעֲשָׂ חָ יק יוֹם אֶ לִ דְ הַ לָּא לְ יָה בּוֹ אֶ הָ

אָה. הוֹדָ לֵּל וְ הַ ים בְּ ים טוֹבִ אוּם יָמִ עֲשָׂ עוּם וַ בָ ת קְ רֶ נָה אַחֶ שָׁ לְ
William Davidson, Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC)
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שבת כא, ב.
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